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MVIfHHnilT Mt ■MeMM 

OOTKRNOR OF BBireAL. 

&oeil«Bcy Colonal the Right Hon'Ue Sir John Annution, r.0.f 
O.O.B., o.c.t^ 

IfRliBERS* OF THE BZBOUTItB OOQ^IL 

Tb« Hon’bU Sir Pmivash Qmvmm llttm, itr., o.S4i., b eluirgt #1 
tbe following portfolioi: — 

1. Land BtTonno, 

• « ' 

2. Land Aoqniaition. 

3. Endiidod Am*. 

4. Jail*. 

5. " LegialatiTe. 


The Hon blf Allmdi Animionitx BifniilAiri, nt.^ in olinifi^ nf 
the following portfolio#: — 

1. Kmifirration. 

2. Imtiii^rutioti. 

3. JuriRdirtion. 

4. Haj Pilgriinajfe. 

5. Forentta 

6. Irrigntioii. 


Th# Hon’ble Mr. I. A* WoosiaaAng 0^^ fn obttft of 

tba foUowing portMIni}— » 

1. Ftnanca. 

2. Separate Baramia. 

3. Oomnienw and Indoitrial inbjaolt. 

4. Marine. 

* t’l* Kart?pean F^iuraticm. 
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QOVESNlfENT OF BIOrOAL. 


Ike Hbn’ble Mr. W. D. B. P*HrncE, c.s.i., c.t.M., ia ckatga 

of tho following portfolios: — 

L Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

8. Police. 

4. KcrlesiuKtical. 

f). Uegulation of medical and oilier pn^eaaional qoalificationi 
and standards, nubject to legislation by the Indian 
IvegiHlature. 

f). Judicial. 

7. Haearibagh Ileformatory School. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hoirble Nawab K. G. M. Paroqui, Khan Bahadur, in charge of 
the following portfolion: — 

1. Agricultun* and Iiidu>trie.H (excluding Kxciae). 

2. Public Works. 


The Hon’ble Mr, Kiiw.ua N.\xiiiuddin. t m.k., in charge of the following 
portfolios ; — 

1. Education. 

2. Registration. 


The Hoh'ble Mr. Biiot Peakao Sufon Rot, in charge of the foUowinf 
poHfolioe ; — 


1. Ix>cal Self-Go vemmeiit. 

2. Ezoiaa. 



QOTEENMENT OF BENOiUi. 
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PBINCIFAL OFFICERS OF THE mNOAL LEGISLATITE 
COUNCIL. 

pEKSiDKirr. 

The Hon’ble Raja Sif Manmatiu Nath Hat CiiArnHOEi, KT.. 
Santoih. 

Deputt Presidknt. 

Mr. Raeapr Rahman Khan, ».l. 


Prnm of Ghairmofi for tlio Fortlolh toiiiofi. 

1. Mr. B. C. CiiUTKHjRK, Bur.>at-T^w. 

2. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aeietl Haqui. 

3. Mr. W. H, Thomphon. 

4. Mr. Narrnhra Kpmar Bahi-. 

Secretory to the Council— J. W. McKat, i.n.o. 

Aietitoat Secretory to the Council— (Vocont.] 




BENGAL LEGISLA11VE COUNCIL 


• ALPHAIETIOAL LIST OF MEMOIRS. 

A 

lal, Nawabtada Kliwaja Muhammad, Khan Bahadur. [Dacca City 
(Muhammadan). ]• 

All, Maulvi Hasaan. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

All, Maulvi Syed Mauahar. [JeMsora South (Muhammadan).] 

All, Mr. Altaf. (Bortu (Muhammadan).] 

Armatrong, Mr. W. L. fPraaidancy and Burdwan (Kuropean).] 
Austin, Mr. J. M. (Bengal Chaniliar of Commaire.) 


Baksh, Maulvi Shaikh Knhim. [!lfx>g'hly oim Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Syed Mn^id. (Jeasore North (Muhtitiimudau).] 

Bal, Babu Ijalit Kumar. [IbikarR'anj South (Noii>Muhammadan).] 
Bal, Rai Sahih Sarat Chandra, f Fnridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ballabh, Rai Bahadur Delwndra Nath. (24-PurRanaH Rural North 
(Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-ParganaR Rural S<»uth (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerji, Rai Bahadur Keshuh Chandra, f Dacca Rural (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Baimerjaa, ^bu ditendralai. [Birldium (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barma, Bai Sahib Panobanan, h.u.k. [Rangpur West (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Basir Uddin, Kbatt Bahtb Maulvi Mohanmiefl. [Uajshabi North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan). 
Baau^ Mr. Narendra Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Birkmyre, Mr. H. (Ben^l Chamber of Commerce.) 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. (Nominated Official.) 

B^ae, Mr 8. M., Bar.-at-l.»aw. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).} 
Bujral, Babu Gokul Chand. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Bum, Mf. H. H. (Bengal Chamber of Comment.) 

0 

ChkttariM, Ur. B. C., Bv.-tt.Uw. [BtUinwj Ifortii (StaMiktm- 
madaa).] 

Chaudhurt, Babu Kiabod Mahan. (Bajshnlit (Kmi4f uhamnutdan). } 
Ohnwhufi^ Babu Siddheavar. (Eapert, Nomiaaladl.) 



ALPHABETIGIL LIST OP MKintTOfi 


Cbsvdlinri, Dr. Jogendra Chandra. [Bogra cunt Pabna (Wmi .lfiil.f m,- 
madfttt).] 

Chtudlmri, Kliazi Bahadur Maulvi Alimuazaniaii. [Faridpur Nortii 
(Muhammadan) . ] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafirur Rahman* (Kominatad 
Non^fficial.) ^ ininawa 

Cbandhuri, Maulvi Syed Osman Haider. [Tippera North 
(Mahaminadan).] 

Absar, [Chittagong North (Muhamma- 

Chowdhury. llaji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhnry, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, ii.l. [Dacca West Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 


Cohen, Mr. D. .1. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Ooppinger, Major General W. V., < m.k., d.s.o., h.d. f.b c s i 
(Nominated Official.) ’ * 

Cooper, Mr. C. (i. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 


I.M.Se 


D 

Dm, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kuiimr, m.b.k. [ChitUffong (Non-Muham- 
madan),] 

Das, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar. [Daeoa City (Non-Muham- 
niadnn).] 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. llaridlmn. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muham- 
madan),] 


E 

Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. [Mymenaingh South-West 
(Muhammadan).] 


F 

Faro<|ui. the llon'ble Nawah K. G. M.. KhUn Bahadur. [Minister.] 
iTipiHTn South (Muhammadan).] 

Pnwcus, Mr I-. U, (Xominateil Official.) 

Faslullah, Maulvi Muhammad. (Xmikhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester. Mr. J. CnuipWll. [Presidency and Burdwan (Enropean).] 

C 

Owgali, Rai Bahadur Snsil Kumar. (Nominated Official.) 

nk ’ n ■ I Howrah Municipal (Non-Mnhammadaa}.1 

Qbose, lUi Bahadur Sasonka Comar, i i.k. (Dacca Univerwty.) 
Ohutnavi, the Hon’hle Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim, kt. (Member, ExMmtiv* 

Councyl). 



MiFHABETICAL LI$f OF MKlfBERS. fT 

Oiklimt, Mr. B. N. (Kaminated Official.) 

Ooenka, Bai Bahadur fiadridaa, c.i.b. (Bengal Marwari Aasooiatioa.) 
Ch»]ia» Babu Profulla Kumar. [24-PargaQaa Muuioipal North (Noa- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Gupta, Mr. J. N., c.x.e., m.b.k. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).} 


H 

Hakim, MauIW Alalul. | MymeiiHingh (Viitral (Muhammadan).] 
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maiilvi Asixul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Henderson, Mr. A. (}. It. (Nimiinnttnl Offirinl.) 

Hirtsel, Mr. M. A. F. (Presidency and Burdauii (Furopean).] 

Hogg, Mr. G. 1*., < M.K. (Nominute<l Official.) 

Hooper, \(r. G. (i. (Nominated (Mliciiil.) 

Hoqde, Kaxi Kmdadul. [Hnngpiir Fast (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, Nawab Musharruf. Khun Bahadur. (Mulda rtim Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadai}).] 

Hoftsain, Maulvi Muhuaimud. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. [Bakarganj West (Muhamnmdaii).] 
Hussain. Muulvi Fata fat. (Notninate<l Non-official.) 


Karim. Maulvi Abdul. [Burduan DiviMion South (Muhammadan).] 
Kaaent, Maulvi Abul. [Burduun llivi<«ion North (Muhammadan). | 
Ahan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muuaxnm Alt. [ Piihna (Muhammadan).] 
KhM, Maulvi Tamisuddiii. [ Furidpur South (Muhammadan).] 
*]E^n, Mr. Haxuur Itabmau, h.i.. [Dacca Fast Hural (Muham- 
madan). ] 


L 

Lai Muhammad, ilaji. [Hajshnhi Sf>uth ( MtihHinniudttri). ] 

laiw, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National (.’hamlw^r of Commerce.) 

Leeaon, Mr. 0. W. (Bengal Cham’oer of C'^tmmerce.) 


M 

Maguire, Mr. I*. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Haiti, Mr. H. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 


’I>«puiy PNwIileai, UiwiNleyee Oonneft. 




to 


AKPHiBETIOAL OF lOQfBmtS. 


IfAion, Mr. 0. A. (Indian Jnte Milb Ajiociation.) 

MeOlnikia, Mr. B. T. (Ang^o-Indiwi.) 

Mittor, the Han'ble Sir Prorash Chunder, kt., c.i.b. (Menher, 
Execntire Conncil.) ^ 

Mitim, Babu Sara! Chandra. [Si>Pargaaaa Bnral ttetral (Mea« 
'Mubaminadan).] 

Momtn, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. [Noakhali Eaat (Muhain* 
madan).] 

Mookerjee, Mr. Syamaprosad, Bar.*ai-Ijaw. (C^utta Univertity.) 

Mortimer, Mr. H. R. [Bajshahi (European).] 

Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satieh Chandra. [Hoaghly Rand (Mon* 
Muhammadan).] 

Mukhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sara! Chandra. [Midnapore South-East 
(Non-Muhammsdan). ] 

Mullirk, Mr. Mukunda ^barv. (Nominated Non-official.^ 


N 

• 

Nag, Babu Suk Lai. [Khulna (Non-Muhamibadan).] 

Nag, Reverend B. A, (Nominated Non-official.) 

Nandy, Maharaja Sria Chandra, of KaasimbaEar. (Bengal National 
(Chamber of Commerce.) 

Nasiinuddin, the llon’ble Mr. Khwaja, c.i.k. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
ganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Norton, Mr. H. R. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 


0 

Ordish, Mr, J. K. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 


P 

Peire, Mr. B K. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Philpot, Mr. H. C. V. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Mr. Auanda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.); ^ . ^ ^ a 
P oddar, Seth Hunuman Prosad. [Calcutta West (Nt^MdkBiHlKl|iB«)» ] 
Prentice, the Uon'ble Mr. W. D. R., < .k.i., c.i.b. EMratiTe 

OouOtcil.) 


Q 

Quaatiia^ Maitl^i Jj^klil [Kliul«» 



ALPHABSnOAL LIST OF MEMBSBB. 

II 


a 


BftlMiiit Mr* A*y c.i.E. [Calcutta North (Muhamnuidan).] 

Bahnian, Maulvi Aiifiir. [MyrnetuinRh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
B a hman , Mr* A. F. [Baagpur What (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. AMur-. f24-Parganai) Rural (Muhamma- 

^ dw).] 

Baakat, Mr. Prosanna Dab. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Bai Mahaaaiy Mpnindra Dab. [Hooghly Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Baj, Babu Amulyadhan. [JoMore South (Noii-Muhamtnadan).] 

Ray, Babu Ehettar Mohan. [Tippara (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan, b.l. [Raugpur East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ray, Kum%r Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajdhahi l^and holders.) 

Maharaja Jagadisb Nath, of Dinajpur. [Dinajpur (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Mr. Shanii SbekhareHwar, ic.a. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 
•Ray Chaudhuri, the Hou’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath, KT., of 
Saniosh. (Dacca Lmidholders.) 

Bay Chowdhury, Ilahu Satish Chandra. [Myrnemtingh East (Non- 
(Muhammadun).] 

Bay Chou’dhury, Mr. K. C. (N<»minated Non-official.) 

Reid, .Mr. R. N., t.i.r (Xomiiiuted Offiettti.) 

Rosa, Mr, J. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Rout, Babu lioaeni. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Hanibansa. f Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Bdbu Jitandra Nath. [Jeseore North (Non-Mnhammadan).] 

Boy, Babu Satyaadta Nath. [24.Pargaoaa Municipal South (Non- 
Muhanmia^).] 

Boy, Mr. Saileswar Singh. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Roy, the Hon hie Mr. Bijoy Pranad Singh, {Minister.) [Burdwan 
South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Chottdhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 


8 aa d i ^ Jhrib|^ ' Muhammad. [24*Pargattai Municipal (Mttham- 

Sahana, Babu Eiahar. [Bankuru Ewi (Non-Muhammi^an).] 
Samad, Madn AMNik (Muia hti bba d (Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Rai Sabtb ]Malt Mohan. (Nominated Non-aftcial.) 

Saa, Mr. B. B. tMaiiiaalad Ofieial.) 


* I s gt s M ii fi CbmaA 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST or MEMKEBS. 

y 35'^ 

6fii, B«i B&lrib Aktkoy Kumar. [Fiiidpur North (Noa lfahuitt* 
iniAan).] 

Son Gupt*» Dr. Naresh Chandra. (Myrnonaingh Wost (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Shah, Maulri Abdul Hamid. [Mymenaingh £aat (MunammadAn).] 

Sing^, Mr. Aron Chandra. (Chittagong I.«andholdera.) 

Singh, Srijui Taj Bahadur. [Momhidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] ' 

Sinha, Baja Bahadur Bhupatidra Narayan, of Naahipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders).] # 

Sircar, Dr. Sir Nilratan, kt., m.d. [Calcutta South (Non- 
Muhammadan). ] • 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. (Nominated CfRcinl.) 

Suhrawnrdy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South {Muhammadan).] 

T 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. (Bengal ('humher (’oinmerce.) 

Townend, Mr. H. P. V. (Nominated Official.) 


W 

Wilkinson, Mr. 11, H., c .i.k. (Nominated Official.) 

Woodhead, the Hon ’hie Mr. J. A., <m.k. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. ('. (Bengal ('humher of (Commerce.) 



THE UnGAL LEGlSUnVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

i‘ "M ,,:i 

(OflWal RaiMrt •( tht FarttoUi Mri oii.) 


ProcMdiiigs ol the Benf el Lefialetive Council eteeniMed under 
the proviaioht of the Government of Indin Act. 

Thk Cor.'tCJI. mel in lh«* Council rhanib«r in tJie Council Houm, 
Cftlctitta, on Monday, the IMhI Novt‘inln*r, HKTi, at i1 p.ni. 

Prmnti 

• 

Mi*, President (the llonide Raja Sir Manmatua Natii Rat 
CuArontiRi, KT., of Snntonh) in the Chair, the four Hon'lde Membert 
ol the Executive Council, (wo Hon'lde Miiiistern (the Hou*hle Mr K, 
Naximuddin btun^ aliment} and HH) iituiiinut Hl and eliided metnhem* 

Oath or aflimiitloti. 

The followin^r inetnhcrH made an oiith nr aHirnmtion ol their alio* 
giance to the Crown : — 

(1) Mr. (i. P, HogK, i.( .s 

(2) Mr. H. X Reid, m.s. 

(3) Mnulvt A bill (JiiuHern. 

(4) Mr. 0. (i. Hmiper. m .s. 

(5) Mr. (}, C. Sen, 


PaiMl of Ohairmofi. 

Mr. PRESIOiNT: Irf accordance Avith the provisions of rule 3 of 
the Bengal I/f»gi«Iative Council Rules, 192(1, I iioiiiiimte the following 
members of the Council to form a panel of four Chairmen for the 
aiiauing teasion: — 

(1) Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, Bar.-at-I^iw. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Mauh4 Axixul !ia<)ue. 

(3) Mr. W. n. Thompson. 

(4) Mr. Xarendrm Kumar BasUc 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior memlrer among them present in 
tlie above order will preside over the delil>eniiioni ol Uiii Council in 
aij absence and in the absence ol the I>epaty President. 



11" oBmriJi:? 

<-H 4(J. ^ 

^1^'" '. ' V'j ’ ' % , H 

Hr# raUIDiflTt Qmailemen, it w i»]r melancholy ihity, k aecoid^ 
flOMT with the.practioa ffttabliahed liy tlua Hoii»e» to refer to-day to the 
deaths of Bai JTada Hath Ifaittindar Bahadur, C.I.E., of^Jeasore, and 
Maulvi Khandkar Arhamuddiii of Tangail. 

Tlie lata B|i' Bahadur who was a member of this Couiictl from 104^ 
to 1929 mid* a kmhW of the Legislative Assembly from 1921 to 192^, 
was a very well known public man and was the first acm-ofikkl i^iair- 
man of the Jesamre District Board. In recognitioi of his public services 
he was made a Rai Baha<lur in 1902, a C.I.E. in 1922 and he was the 
recipient of the Kaiser-i-Htnd Medal in 1913. Inliis death we mourn 
the loss of a man whose activities extended to various spheres of pWilk 
benefit. 

Maulvi Khandkar Arhamuddm, who was a member of this Council 
from 1921 to 1923, was a very popular figure in Taugail an3 looked up 
to with esteem hy the Hindus and the Muhammadans alike. He was 
long connected with the local municipality and the local board of I'angail 
and served both the bodies as Chairman and Vice-Chairman for several 
years. He u'as the leading spirit in all Mosleig activities of the Tangail 
subdivision and was one of the founders of the local Anjuiuan-Islamia. 
His death is an irreparable loss to the people of the subdivision. 

With your leave, gentlemen, the sympathy of this House may bo 
conveyed to the Wreaved families. 

I w'ill now ask you to give \our ^oll^ent hy kindly rising in your 
places. 

[ Pauw. ] 

(All the meinhers then rose in their places.) 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Thank you, gentlemen, the Secretary will take 
the necessary action. 


STARRED QUESnONS. 

(to wbkh oral maswwa w«vw fhrmO- 

Pin-frff ftodmittMp Mr tN P«tt*Cr«diiili stuimts H Nm 

MiifEi 

•1. Maulvi EYED MAdID lAKENs (<i) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in ehari^ of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the 
a statement showing year by year for the last five years — 

(i) how many |iart*fr«e studentships were there for the Poet- 
Graduate students atiacl^l to the Presidency College^ 
^Calcutto; 




to ProiidtBoy CoUtft w«i% piuri-ffi* 


ili||Mf 


{b) Wlimt ii the rate of fees for th« M.A^« a»<l o< tht 

Firaoideiiry College, Calcutta, for the laet year aa4 wfr jiirf 

(c) la tie Hon 'hli^ Minister aware of the rate of iiu4i‘ fees that 
obtains in the Fui varsity of Calcutta f 

(d) Is the Govenltng Ikaly of the Presidency College, Calcutta, the 
fiaalHautiority for the grant of part-free studentships eeeiy yearf 


•UllfTARY to Chi GOVIRNMINT, IDUOATION DIRART- 

MINT R. Wiililiiaofi)t <ii) A statement is laid on (he taHe, 

(h) pT6*%dency College — 

M.A.~Ri. 17. 

M.Sc.— Be. 18. 

(c) Calcutta Univertity — 

M.A.-~B«. 10. 

M.8c.-~-Rs. 12 . 

(Applied Mat hematic#)— R«. 10. 

(d) Yes. 


SUitemrnt referred to tn the reply to r/oiac («> of rtarrtd gusMtion 
No, /, thounny part-free studentihip of the Pretidency ColUge, 

(a) (t) 16 part-free studentship# (Ueneral) of the value of Rs. 8 each, 
each year. 

W 


1827-28 


... 14 

1828-29 


... 11 

1829-30 

tf 

... 8 

193041 


... 11 

1831-32 


... 14 

1828-30 


... 1 

183041 


... 1 

193142 


... 2 


(ixnsm<m. 




inmwmr 


IMIfi MWIfl. lummt Will ilie Hmi’ble Mkiittr be filetiei to 
elale wiib Telerenoe to anewer (a) (t) why aliboagb iimm were 14 
itadeati in 1927*28 and 1928-29 not a single free itndentabip waa 
awarded P 


Mr# H* R« WILKINSONS I presume that the Goyerning Body did 
not thiok that there was any suitable Muhainmadan student who could 
be given a free studentship. 


Maufvi ABDUL KARIM: Am I to uoderstand that there was not 
a single deser\*ing student in those two years? 

Mr* H* R* WILKINSON: I presume the Governing Body did not 
think that the Muhammadan Htiidents were as deserving as the Hindu 
students. 

• 

Mailivi ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to 
inquire what were the conditions under which these free studentships 
were awarded and why in these two years none were awarded? 

Mr. H. R. WILKINSON: [ will inquire.* 


Barikura Blaotrioal Lioanaa. 

Babu SATYA KINKAR SAHARA: (n) Will the Hon’ble 
Memlier in cdmrge of the (’ommerce I)epartmen< l>e pleased to state 
what steps, if any, have been taken for the supply of electrical power 
in the town of Bankura? 

(h) Has any firm Wn given the contract for the purpose? 

(c) If the answer to {h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Memlier t>« pleased to state (i\ the time*)imit within which the con- 
tracting firm is to l>egin the work; and (ii) what steps, if any, the 
41ovem merit are proposing to take for the fulfilment of the contract? 

MIMBBR la aliargt af OOMMCROB DBFARTMBNT (Nii 
HaaPbla Mr. d. A. WoadhMMi): (») St*veral parties have approached 
Ooveniment with a view to being granted a license to supply electricity 
to the town of Bankura, and the application which has been considered 
most suitable is being eiamineil with a view to granting a liceoae as 
early as possible. 

(h) and <r> No contract is granted by Government for the purpose. 

Fnder the Indian Electricity Act, Government grant lieenaea to sup- 

jply electrical energy, and the licensees make their own contracts. *nit 
<# 




Qimsnoiis. 


ft 


Hm in liMnm for tibo wttpMki #1 

I ky IkMMM 19 ijbfoi ytofi, and if a licwiiMo Ihuhi to ocmfilfta liib 
_^tioiia withiii Uitf ^pulated period, tlio licoiiM ia liable to rme*. 
Hdli by Oovenuaent. 



•S. Mr, iHANTI SHEICIIAIItiWAII RAYl (a) Will the Hon*bl* 

Member in charge of (he Department be pJeaaed to iitate Uie 

aumber of bouaes aenrc'hed hv the fxilire in 

(I) Oaleiitta, and 
(£) in o^er towns in Bengal, 
in connection with the <ern>ri!»t movement during J9S2P 
(ff) In how many (‘ases did (he f^eBr^h prove fruitlendP 


MEMBm HI otarn %t POLICE OEPARTMENT (tiM HwPMt 

Mr. W. 0. R, PfWtiM): (.() niul (A) Till- Informntioti ri>qtiirp(| fnr m 
^wor to thi« ,|ur»ti<,n i« not iivn-Jul.l.- anil loiilil not Ik. obtained 
'WfUiotit a laborious iiii|iiin «liirb ( i ovi.rnini*n I ri'icrH thny am not 
prepared t i undertake. 


Mr. tHANTI tHEKHARCtWAR RAY: Will ib.- Hon'blK l#.»b«r 

oe pleased to state if any record in h«*pt of snrh seandieap 

Th# HMPbM Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Ym, in variou. di.tricU. 

Mr. tHANTI IHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Will tb* Hon'blo Unmber 

• ***** ‘* ««ord so far os (%Irutla is loncernnd ia kept 

la tne office of the CommiNiiioner of Police P 


Tl» Hm'IiM Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 


I expect 90. 


u **'*^*’*^* •MEKHAREiWAR RAT: Will tbs Hon’ble Member 
M plaaaed to state if the OoTerfinient made any inquiries from tb* Com* 
ttiaaioner of Police in this connection P 


Tfct Hmmn Mr. W. D. 11. AftEMTieii 

••wbar io my answer. 


I would refer the bon'Ue 


2 



QUESTIONS. 


(SUcIter, 

mt fHANTJ MlpiCHARfSWAR RAYl JTiU tlie Hoii’W# MmiMr 
Imi filiiitd to jbov tlw OoTenunent kiiaw tliat iftl^naAli^ 
Xiqtdbd for ibifl answer is not availiibleP 

TIm Mr. W. 0« II. PRENTICE: I k^w b«ftflise ibe subject 

is dealt with in my office. 


Piliiila oonviota and AmlMinfis |iifial*iattlaiiiiiit 

*4. SalNi KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether there is any proposal for sending fromi Bengal any 
tical female prisoners to the Andamans penal settlement P 

(fj) If H<», what are the reasons therefor? 

(r) Is it a fact that the place was condemned by the lust Jail Com- 
mission as unfit and undesirable and the t'iew’ was wcepted by the 
authorities? 

MEMBER In oKtrgt of POLITICAL (dAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(tho Hofi'blo Sir Provtah Ctiuniltr Mittor): (a) Not at present. 

(h) DoeM not arise. 

(c) The Indian Joiln (omniittee in Jl)19*lH) recommendeii that 
deportation to the Andamans should < ease, except in regard to specially 
dangerous prisoners and any others whose removal from Indian jaila 
ii considered by the Government to l»e in the public interest, and tbia 
was accepted by Government. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state what jx meant by “public interest** in 
answer to (c)? 

Tba Hoa’bla Sir PROVABH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing 
further to add. 

■.(m him GHANDRA ROY OHOUOHURI: WiU thv Hon'U. 

Mmnber W pleased to state wJiat is meant by “dangerous prisoners**? 

Tbi HatYMaBir PROVABH OHUNDER MITTBRi Tlia iii«miag in 

quite cl^. 



I QPBOTHWa.* 

I •$. Or. AMULYA iATAN OHOtli {a) Will the Hon'Ue h^nhw 
ia ehafgt of the Politlcel (Jail«> ne|Mtt1|B«at be pJei^ to tteto 
whii&tr it faci that woman «mvieta for political offattcai l^ta 
baan aant to the Andamans from Bengal? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the aflinnative, will the Hon*hle 
MaittW be please<l to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) names, (it) so^al status, and (tii) the nature of offences for 
which they are con\*icted? 

(c) How many more such convicts are, in the contemplation of 
Government, to he sent to the Andamans? 

(d) Is the Hon*hle Meml>er aware of a feeling that exists in the 
minds of t^p people against the sending of women prisoners to the 
^^Aamaas? 

(e) If the answer to (f/> is in the atfiimiitive. are the Government 
considering the desirahililv of taking step** in the matter? 

TIm Hon'bit Sir PRO^AtH CHUNOIR MITTIR: (.<) So. 

(h) Hoes not arise. 

(r) (Jovernnient <1«> not at piesent (oiiteiiiplute sending an) female 
convirfs to the Andamans. 

(d) (Government are aware that some people hold views on this 
question . 

(r) Ih»e^ not arise. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the lion'hle Memhm bo 
pleased to state with reference to answer (r/t whether the views were 
eitber in favour or against the proposal? 

Thi Hm’Mi iir RROVAtH CHUNOIR MITTIR l At present soma 
people hold view* against and some in favour of the propoeal. 

Mr. SHANTI tHIKHARItWAR RAY: Will the llott'hle Member 
be pleased to state if the Jails Committee did not recommend that 
female convicts should not he sent to the Andamans? » 

TIm HoR’bli Sir PROVAtH CHUNOIR MITTIR I I would refer 
the member to answer (r) to the prerioaa question and to the report 
of tb# Jails Committee. 

tNMl HIM CHANDRA ROY ONOUOHURIt la there any pro- 
pomi bfliore Government to send female convieta to the Afiii|iiiaiief 




i» QinsTioirs, [mi 

m Hmfm Sir PROVAtH CNUNOEII MITTiR: I haTe 
further to add. 

Mr. tHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY I U the Hon’ble Member 
in a position to name any person who holds the view that female oonTieti 
•honld be sent to the Andamans? 

Tilt HtfPIlIt Sir PROVAiH CHUNDER MITTERf 1 can name 

many, l»ut I do not propose to do so now. 


Relranctimtnt Committaa Rtpoh. 

•6. Mfi S« M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in charge of 
the Fiiiame Department lie pleased to slate whether the Report 
the Swan Retrenchment ('oniinittee has l)een submitted? ff so, when? 

(h) Whal is the total appr(>ximute estimated saving recommended 
by the (^miniittee? 

(c) What steps ha\e (he (Jo\cnjiiient taken or are the> taking to 
give ctTecI to the reconiinendntioris of the (’onimittee? 

(fh WIkmi will the report he published? 

MEMBER in oliarga of PiNANOE DEPARTMENT (the HoiPMa 
Mft d. Ai WoocttHNIlf)* (n) The report as finally published was received 
by Government cm the HHh November, 1932, and was distributed to 
members of this Ootincil on lh«' bOfh November, 1932. 

ih) The estimated savings are iion>recurring Rs. recurring 

Rs. l,8t), 37,700, with increase in revenue of Rs. 2,56,300 plus 
Rs. 1,12,009 for 5 years. 

(r) The recommendations are Wing examined. 

iii) 1W*< not arise. 

Rai Bahillur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Will the Hon^blo 

Member be pleased to state whether the budget for 193344 will bo 
franuHl in accorthince with the recommendations of the Rotronchmmit 
OommittfM' ? 

Tht Hwi'ble Mr. d. A. WDDDHEAD: I cannot anticipate ilio 

docisioa of Government on all the recommendations of the Hetreit<A- 
mont Committee. 

Mr* NARSNDRA KUMAR BASUs Does the Hon’blo Mambor 
propose Ui consult the mambem of this House on ih# reoemmendatloM 
of l^etrenchmeiit Committee P 



VI'"'"' <jirB8Ttoirs.. » 

P'lii Nw^ m. 4, A. WOODHiAOt I nut Mk'fer of 

fltt qoMtioB, Sir. (Latighter.) 

I ' ‘t 

^ Mi MiuMr KitHAi ONANDRA RANIMIt Will tli<» Hoii^bh 
ICmdv be pfeased to say when Government expect to come to a oon* 
diieioii with regard to the recommendations of (he Eetrenchmeiit 
OcaninitteeF 

Tilt Hoil’hlf Mr. ^ A, WOODHEAD: As soon as they possibly^ 
can. 

• 

Mi BalMMlttr KEtHAB CHANDRA BANERJIt Will it be More 
the framing of the next budget F 

Tlli HoilNMa Mro d# A. WOODHEAD: It in impossible to saj now 

when Government will lx* able to come to a conclusion on all the 
recommendations of the Committee. All that I can say is that they 
will be examined as soon as possible. 

Maiilvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon*ble Memhei be 
pleased to state if there is any pi>aiiibility of giving offec?t to some 
of the recommendations of the Ketrenchment ('ommitteeP 

Tlie Hen^bie Hft dt A« WOODHEAD: Yes, Sir, I believe so. Some 
recommendations have already been accepted. 


Ottawa Contarifwe aiMl eoanomio pmpaota of Bengal. 

n. IN*; NAREiH CHANDRA SEN CURTA: (a) Will the 
fion'ble Member in charge of (he Commerce ])e]iartment Vh» pleased 
to state whether the Governinent of Bengal were consultiul before 
or since the Ottawa Conference cm pro{iosals l)earing on the decisions 
arrived at in the Conference with sjiecial reference to the effect of 
the proposals on the economic prosfMjcis of IhuigalF 

(6) If so, did the Government take any steps to ascertain non* 
official views on the matter before making their recommendations to 
the Chovemment of TndiaF 

TM Han’Ma Hr. d. A. WOODHEAD: fo) Tlie Government of 
Bengal were not consulted on proposals bearing on the decisions arrived 
at in 11^ Ottawa Conference. 

(6) This <}iieition does not arise. 



dvEsnovs. 


within the fcaoirkdgt d 

- ™ Jui^eniiiieBt, wa« eonftnHed in the nmtterF 

* ; Ti# HtVMt Mr. J. A. WOODHEADi Not 8o|«' w I 


am awaia. 


Hal BMir KESHAB CHANDRA BANCRai: WiU the Hon'Me 

Miaber be pleaeed to state whether Govemment have examined the 
effect of these proponals on the economic prospects of Bengal F 

Th# Hodbl* Mr. 4 . A. WOOOHEAO: No, Sir. 


Pinapur rMlway station. 

M *!: AKEHOY KUMAR SEN: („) U the Hon'ble 

Member lu charge of Ihe Public Work* (Uaihraj«) Department aware- 

W that Hi. Kxcellenry Sir Stanley Jackw.n, late Governor of 
HenKal, durinK hi. vi.it to the town of Faridpur, M 'reply 
to the addreH«e» ^nven to him by (he I.kbI Inidies of Farid- 
pur, declare,! that the present railway station at Faridpur 
*8 h quKe unfit for a district town like Faridpur; and^^ 

(.V) ‘'‘ut money wouUI be provided in (he budget for the year 1930 

I'ridXr" 

sailin'"' ‘""-i'WinK the desiruhilitv of .onstruct- 

PR a suitable railway station at Faridpur « ' "”ruc*- 


,a. «Se.vn;‘w.rr= 


(h) The iiieiuber is referre,! to (he 
tarred <|ne«tion No. 62 at the AuRiist 


reidy jtiveii (o (/,) and (c) of 
ses-sion of the C.mncil. 






^ Or* AMULYA RATAH CHOfCs («) Will th* HAti^u ii 

of the Political (Jail.) Department be pleated to itate wlMm, 




OptSflOKS. 

' lo cxirtiiig ralw mUI vteading oi<te»«f 
, ia Bengal, aa ordmarjr Mpq; « a oonnet ovanaer o(|8a talM an 
adiaff H^iaonar t% Uta call and aaiaalt-Vn witlwat <l|ai(Majifda^. a{ 
without tha oadar from tha Suparintaadant or tha ii^S^ ■ 


(b) U it a ordinary oepoyt and cosTict OTHctafin 

Hijii Special Jail do often take ciiril diaobediMioe priaontm to Ae cew^ 
and mercileealy beat them with the help of ordinary convicta, even 
without the knowledfce of the Superintendent or the Jailor? 


(c) la it a fact thaf in the Hijii S|ieeial Jail, Babu Guru Dai Dtttt 
of Howrah, who wa« a Division I priioiier durinff the last movement, 
waa taken to the relln and lieaten by an ordinary ronvict with red-arm- 
band without the knowledjfe of the Superintendent or the Jailor I' If 
ao, for what reaaonP 


(d) la iUa fact that Netai Chandra Mondal (now tranaferred to tha 
Midnapore Jail) haa jrone mad? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will (he Hon'hle 
Member lie pleaaod to state whether this was due to any maltreatment 
when he was in the Hijli^Spe<'ial Jail? 


Hit Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTERs (m. {h) and 

(r) No. 

(d) It is reported that Netai Kaibarta was showinpr sipfns of insanity 
when he was transferred from llijli Additional Sin»rinl Jail to Midnn- 
pore Central Jail on 9lh August, 19.12. He was /eleased on the let 
September, and handed over to n relative murh improved liy treatment. 

(e) No. 


Profitinr Bejoy KHthiin BbtHaoHarJee in DimwDiim dill. 

MBu Dr. AMULYA RATAH GHOfEs (a) Will the Hon^ble 
Member in eharffe of the ]*oIitiral (Jailsi Department lie pleased to 
itate whether it is a fact (hat Professor Bejoy Krishna Bhaiiacharjae, 
n Division 11 prisoner in the Dum-Dum Special Jail, is suEering from 
•cintirn? 

(b) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will he be plenaed to 
itate the date since when he is suffering? 

(c) Haa he been put into hospital for treatment? 

(d) If so, how long ago was this and with what result? * 



ft Qtmmm. frnm 

(e) Will tlie Hon’bld Member be pleated to state wbetbar tbe 
Ooremmeiib— 

(t) wiE be prepared to allow any qualified doctor interested in tbe 
health of the prisoner to set the prisoner; or 
(it) whether the Government wiE allow the questioner to go to the 
jail to see the prisoner without the restriction of interview- 
ing through wire-nets P 

Tilt Hofi'bit Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTERs (a) and (b) No, 

but the prisoner is suffering since February, 1932, from a vague 
neuralgic^ pain in the lumbro-sacral region of theeback. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Since 10th November, 1932. The treatment has not made any 
appreciable difference, but the affection is not of a serious nature; 
examination has not revealed any abnormality which requires special 
treatment. II is general health is good. 

(e) (i) It is not considered necessary to allow an outside doctor to 
•ee the prisoner. 

(n) Government are not prepared to relax Ihe standing rules regard- 
ing interviews. 

Mr. R. MAITI: Will the llon'ble Member be pleased to state, 
wHh referonc'e to answers (<i^ and (b), what ho means by ‘‘vague 
neuralgic pain*’P 

The Hofi’We Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs That is the 

medical term used by the mc'dicul officers, and not being a medical man 
I can not explain what it nmuns. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(naswera to which were laid on the table) 

Malda distriet 

I. Mr. SNANTI •HEKHAREtWAR RAYi Will the Hon*hle 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleaaed to etate 
whether the Government are considering any proposal for 
the Malda district or any part of the district with any other distrietf 

MEMiiR hi Qhtfii ol POLITIi 
Mr. W. 0. R. Priiitii8)t No. 


lINT CiiM N«PMi 



QlTBSTIONg. 



ABIIL KASiilt Will t&e Hoa'ble Member be pleased tp 
Iple wbat be mesas by tbe answer ^‘no** : does be mean that Qovem- 
iMiat have no answer to give or that they do not propose to answer? 


Tlie lieil*HMe Mr. W« Oa !!• PllKIITlOE* I would refer the member 

to tbe question, which inquires whether (Government are considering 
any proposal, etc. The answer is that Qovemment are not (^onsidering» 


Bangali prlUiwn tramportad to tha A n damawa. 

% Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAV: (a) Will th« Hon'hla 

Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing for the years 1929, 1930, 1931 and 
1932 the number of Bengali prisoners removed from Bengal to the 
Andamans? 

(h) How many among those persons were convicted by Special 
Tribunals? 

(c) How many female^ prisoners belonging to the hhadmJak class 
bave been removed to the Andamans from Bengal during (he period? 

Thi Hafi’IMe Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERt (o), (h) and 
(e) A statement giving the information is laid on the table. 


St4ttmnent referred! to in amwer to unxUtrrrd qnf$twn No. 2. 


ia) 

Kuinb(»r of |>rii»onitnt dent 
to AfwWnsnu frt»ra 
Bengal in — 

V) 

Niimhrir of thrm cvmvirted 
by Hfteotal Trihunaii In— 

(«') 

Numtier nt •• bluwlralok ** 
female |»ri«cnteni 
dent in— 

iesa-4. 

ieS0^37. 

mi~e4. 

(up to Uth Nov. 
ssnbar. 1932). 

(Raesigi 23 pdaotton mkiI in 
Ittt, aO Ihe prisonofs 
vohmtoorod to go there 
m enkMkiele). 

1929. 1930. 1931- Nil. 
I932~~ 19. 

1929 to 1932 -Nil. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKNARESWAR RAY; Will the Hon’bU Member 
W pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal have accepted 
tim principle of sending female convicts to the Andamans? 

Tilt IISMIS Sir PROVASH OHUNOER MITTSRs I bave nothing 
farlber to add to what I have already said. 




EESOLOTKWS: [21W»^ 

N(KM>FF1C1AL business 

RESOLUTIONS 

(M Hnttm •! sow*! puMie intarwt). 

RMHatiMi «f road and puSlio works eaasas of ront-frao Imdh 

(Raia>,Biiapendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, ot Naahipur, was callod 
ttlK>a to move his resolution). 

JACADItH NATH RAY, of Dinajpurs Sir, I have f^iven 
nptlee of an almost identical motion (No. 1C). As Ibe Raja Bahadur ia 
not here, 1 beg permission to move the resolution standing in his name. 

Mfo PREIIOENT: You can move resolution No. 1 h.s your own 

t-inaolution. 

IMiaraJa ilAGADItH NATH RAY, of JlinaJpur: Mr. President, 

Sir, I beg to move that this Council recommends to the Government that 
the zamtrulnn lie relieved from the duty of realising nmd and public 
works cesses of the rent-free lands and the former prru^tice of their 
realisation hy the Collectors be revived. 

I do not think we need say much on tlie propriety of the resolution 
at this lime of the day. It is neither a new suggestion nor should 
it recjuire great elaboration to bring home to our hrotlier members how 
the system has worked havfic am(»ng the big proprietors us well as middle* 
class men, and how it has also proved to Ik* a source of discord between 
landlords and tenants. As it is u familiar matter with most of the 
m^bers here, our Government, too, ought never to be surprised af 
our bringing forward this (|uestinn in spite of the fact that (he Bengal 
^Hurall Primary Kducation Act, which hud hud the imprimutur of the 
Council only two years agf» was only a setond etlition of tlie Cess Act» 
IX of IBSO. Need 1 say (hut my reference to the same Education 
Act is due to the most unjust burden laid <m the shoulders of the land* 
holders hy the provi.sions tliere<»f y But (hat was done at the commence* 
ment of the very critical times in the full midst of which we find our- 
aelves now. I am afraid that it was nt»ver anti<ipate<l by the many 
pairing in thia Council that the Education Act would remain a dead 
Utter, at least up to this day, notwithstanding occasional efforts on 
their pari to resuscitate it. I can never think that the Government oou|d 
not understand that the cloud that was no bigger than a man’s hand at 
that time would assume such gigantic pro}K>rtions os have darkened tlia 
■^*'^*^**^^ ** intention to irritate in the leait 

anybody^ here or outside by raking up the past. I make on the other 




ttusoiiXJTiows. m 

^ a leiTWit appeal to tKe powers tliat be a%MU as to mjr bnt4lai|b 
Ullcial and son-official, to be fully alive to the diama) sitnatioB'tial ta» 
l^item of realising the cess complained of in |j|^ ifiolution has brougkt 
ibont in tbe country. I know that there are liardV>*^tical difficultiee 
to be met wilh, even if all the authorities concerned deem it wise vt 
even exp^ient to reverse the system and find ont other ways in ite stead. 

Sir, f realise fully that some of my friends here might get startled 
at the enormity of the suggestion I should like to make, but for a grave 
malady the remedy prescribed must also l)e necessarily brave. Tta 
word ‘‘revolution” has a bad odour alxmt it; but if I may uH^lbe term 
I am definitely of opinion that nothing but a revolutionary step in 
respect will be able to set right the ]>osition at this late hour of (he dM|| 

I am sure that if some other urrangeineiit can be made for the reiiUsmla 
of the cesses the Government will see better days so fur as their revii|ie 
is concerned, the landholders will he relieved to a very great extent and 
there will without doubt ensue a time of greater p«mce and harmcMiy 
between landlortls and tenants. I am not unaware that the prof Bids 
of the road cess in eio h district are paid into the District Hoad Fnnd/^ 
of such district and the proceeds of the public works cess are utilisad 
in other ways. But the ^collection and apportionment of cesses bei a g 
done by the Tuuzi l)e|mrtiuent of the District ('ollectorate along with 
land revenue, the landholders have to look upon it practically ns a pari 
of the revenue that they are to deliver kut by /»•<.</. The vigour with 
which the cesses are realized puts almost an etjual amount of rigour on 
the landholders as the suns<*t law has ever done. 


Tilt Hofl’bit Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER HITTER t Gn a (Miirit of 

order, Sir. This resolution deals with collection of cesses <»f rent-frta 
lands, and resolution No. 1(» 4leaU with the unieiidment of the Cess Act. 
1 am not objecting to the Muliaraja Bahadur speaking on the Cesn Act, 
but 1 am simply pointing out that in <’iise that resolution is allowed to 
be moved, these mutters may imt be brought forward again. 

MalmniM MCADISH NATH RAY, of Dinaiptir: But the practice 

recently initiate*] in some districts to realise all the c#*itses with intereei 
along with the urrear (bjveniment revenu* has upset them altogether 
and in creating the greatest <iisaster amotig them. 

Sir, it is not unknown to anyleidy that while the tenants generally 
paid their quota of irr<*gularly am) <!id even sometimes stop pay- 

ment the landholders ciiuld never do witliout paying them at*regolj^ 
poinU of time. True it is that the landholders also were getting into 
arreare for some time even in this res|>ect, but they c/mld never ha 
indiffarani it* the fact that the interest charged thereon wan a severe 
biurdtn''in addition. The rate of interest on cess arrears is of courst 
Axed by etciion 45 of the Cesa Act and sw'tion 16(«i) of the Ptihito 



18 


BKOLUTIOKS. 


[2l«t Km.f 


90iitaiid» lUcovery Act. But the re-iteration of thii fact in a wfif of 
the Oorenimeiit to any representation for reduction of the rato, cat oiw 
constant contemplaticm on the part of the landholders of the Mcdtiee. 
experienced by the district boards in cases of irregular realisation ^ 
the cess can give them no relief. 

8-dO p.m. 

Section 46 of the Act has it that if any instalment of the cess or 
pari thereof is not paid within 15 days from the date when the same 
becomes due, the amount of such instalment or its part may be re- 
covered with costs at any time within three yearf' with interest at the 
rate of 12i per cent, per annum. But, Sir, cannot the zavtind^* 
reasonably expect the privilege of this maximum time-limit being 
extended to them in times of stress and strain? But the Government 
will say that the district Imards alsf> have to (*arry on. At a time of 
extraordinary crisis when we have the opportunity, fortunately or un- 
fortunately, to see the matter in all its l)enrings and aspects it is 
doubly incumbent on the resfMOisible representatives of the people that 
BO section of it is in any way badly pressed. And it is their sacred duty 
to see if a means could be ma<le available which the wrong might 
be righted and the Government might Ikj lifted out of a sorry predica- 
ment. 

Sir, I am undoubtedly myself interested to a great degree in the 
matter of the resolution, hut it is not a personal question still. T have 
the mandate of a most influential part of my constituents to place before 
this Council and the Government an estimate of the appalling situation 
that has arisen in the country. The class of peo])le who have legally 
stood by the Government and the country in weal and woe, the contenta 
of whose purse have supplied sinews of war to the authorities to beautify 
the land in various ways, and whose never-failing devotion has mada 
it possible for the British (iovemment to hou.st of their Wnevolent ad- 
ministration in this country. And themselves dfsimed to destruction 
to-day. The situation i.s extremely grave but it ran never frighten a 
man who has come in (M»ss4«s.sion of the wreck of a very great argosy 
which his ancestors, not verj- remote, hud maune<) to their cternid 
glory, and who is well <‘onversant with the history as to how in tho 
year of 17118 it was completely broken up, lot by lot. Sir, my frienda, 
therefore, must l>e gracious enough to overlook the person l>ehind the 
motion. Owing to the low prices of the agricultural products tenants 
and rai^Uji ere incapable of paying their due rents and ceeses and in 
places where there is no trade or comiiierce worth mentioning or ihert 
ti nothing of any flourishing industry the realisations from tenanta 
m so meagre that they fall far below even the stipulated Govarnmeni 
revenue to he delivered by the mnundan. The issues of the Oovemmanl 
Qaaalte ifill show the huge number of defaulting landholders and IhnI 
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\ iftoMdittir by ftAd bounds every kut. Now think of a distriot 
rhich uven the biggest zamindar has to pay about 50 per cent, of 
^ |fa> nett ooBection as revenue ! My point i»— why then sacrifice them in 
way lor no fault of theirs? 

My voice is too weak to send a thrill in the hearts of my brothers and 
I hayo^not the powers to give here a lurid picture of the harrowing 
position. But 1 hope the numerous questions that have Wn asked 
in Council, session after session, regarding the numlier of estates 
brought under the haipmer on account of their default in revenu and 
cesses have made the way easy for me to approach them to-day. My 
friend the Hon’ble JAember in charge of I^and Revenue stated in answer 
to a question last August that in Khulna alone "177 UtuzU and 402 
separate accounts failed to pay up the cesses in the first six months of 
this year^ and as many as seven tauzm and four estates were sold on 
that accouii^ If this he the tale of a distrii t like Khulna could no* my 
friends make a rough estimate of the position iu the entire Pro inoe? 

I am, however, cxK'ksure that had it been the case of paying the ((uota 
of cess on their own acduiut only none of the unfortunate landholders 
would liAve to IcKik so smuH as that. 


Sir, we have it in s«‘«'(ion 41 of the (Vss Act that every holder of an 
estate pays yearly (In* entire amount f>f the road and public 
works cesses calculated oii the annual value of the land comprised :n such 
estate, at the rate or rates which may have been determined for such 
cesses respectively for the year, less a deduction calculated at one-half 
of the said rates for every rupen^ of the revenue entered in the valuation 
ridl of such estate as payable in respect thereof. The annual value is 
calculated either on the total rent of the cultivators or on the rent paid 
by the person in use or occupation thereof. an<[ in all cases tba 

latter exceeds the former it is adopted as the annual value. The total 
amount of cess payable to Gfivernmeni at one anna per ruja^e amount#, 
in the c.ase of a zatmndnr paying (fovernnient revenue of Hs. I, *00, to 
1,500 annas, provided he gets Rs. 2.000 or R». l.fdX) from the 
and provided the latter in his turn gets Rs, or Rs. 2,fHX) frm , the 
tmytU, The patmdar delivers l,2r>0 annas when he receives l.OtMi tinnas 
^m the foiyot and he has to pay I. (KM) annas when the raiyal p 4 >« 750 
^nae. Thus the zammdnr has to pay nett 250 annas from his p<icket 
m the former case and 500 annas in the latter. Now where the rmyai 
P^ more the samindur pays somewhat less, although the position of 
Government is never affected. (Vmsider now- what n cess valuation and 
it# revaluation means— valuations and re^vul nations in an ugendtug 
•ucceesion ! Contemplate for a moment what nn inroad has been made 
Amby on the inuch-ahuse<l Peniianei Hetllemeut ! And think twice 
the of those on whom the incidence of land revenue is ten 
timee hwier than usual May I, sir, in addition to all this bring tUr 
A# ttoltce of ray friends that the Bengal Cess Manual of nuikei 
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public^ the poor tiBcl the di 0 trei»ed, their own frietfdi rdb|jpi|ii^lM 
their hoaiiehold rteitiee are all as pre««ing and a# heavy, ii|p l^iaoiial 

debt# they are laid under through this Act, IX o|4^* 
are ever on evil tongues ! 


" the time has now come to think of their pitiable state 
sound a solemn warning to>day that if their positipn in the countrr is noi^ < 
hottered, if they are not relieved of such unnecessary burdens as lefmad 
to in the resolution the country will never have the like of it-* lora^ ^ 
days again. Peace and concord will ily for ever. If my friends weiO# < 
in the know as to what are happening in the country-side, hfw rmiati 
ire being incited to stop all kinds of payment, and how the zamtndait$ 
are being made in fare from worse to worse day after day, ^uch greater 
sympathy would have lusen evinced Piwards these people. Sir, there 
are many other schemes l>esiiles the Civil DisoWdience-troffaA and they 
are most of them going scot-free even to-day. ,,, 




My cry may be a cry in the wilderness; jt may not move even the 
hearts of my own brothers. Hut as one, who keeps at his inufoisal home 
about ten months in the year and tries by all means to do bis duty by 
the Oovemmeui and his tenants. I appeal to you all to take fuUetoak 
uf the situation and devise some means, say, through the formation off a 
fSOUimtttee of this ('ouncil <»r through any (loveriiment agency, to worjc 
out ibis much-needed change in the Cess Act. I may say that Igy 
friend's resolution d(H*s not go fur enough. It would be much better 
if the proprietors and tenure-holders were totally relieved from Ibe 
obligation and res[K>nsibility of realisation and payment of alt Um eeisee 
due by tenants. 


Mr* PRiilOiNTs l)i> 1 understand that you would like to 
resolution No. 1 so that the objection raised by tbe HQa*ble Mendnir 
migliibe met by intrmiucing one word from your own i«aoliiti<B|f ft 
|UU atinply add ''and tenure-holders’* after the word 
^t will serve your purpose, 1 think. ^ 


. MMliiRia lACAOISN NATH RAY, ef Okieipiift Yes. 


tut Ntii'Me Sir RROVAiH CHUNOtR MITTiRt In leMilutioii 
Up, i IlKitteet is made that immediate steps be taken to laMNl lie 
fibft lUft. Perhaps we may take it that he has also moved Ho. Itf. li| 
UmiI oaea Tesolation Ho. 1 need not l»e very eitensivelf mRendid* 
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idi'lQ it wffl 4*{M;t tk* yrnr pm t 

k^|[gr |ou>t is this; (^.fhwMdd «nta^y IMrmit tih 
imiiid Ve«oltttioii No. 1 wlirelk h« lias now adopted and 
leMoli wa#^giMi notioe of by the Ra|a of Naahipor. The ameadad 
ilweltition will read at follows : — 




'T|iis Council recommends to the OoTernment that the :atmndar$ 


%il^f1hsatSn-hoIderH be relieved from the duty of realisitifr road Ottd 


public work cesses” ^ 

and the remaining words of the resolution might he struck out. 


M Mpidur KitHAB CHANOBA BAMERdl: Sir. the rcsoiution 
as Amende will not perhap<« serve the purpose of the Maharaja, beoausa 
be baa something else in view. Resolution No. IG which stands in hts 
name suggefts that the present system of realisation of cesses should be 
discontinued and some other means of realisation provided for, but 
raaolittiM No. 1 as profioned to be ameiideil will not give any definite 
AlMilioii as to the procedure to Ik» adopted in this mutter unless the 
words ”»nd some other igeuiiM be devised bv realising the same” Iw 
inserted at the end <»f resolution No. 1. 


Hillmla 4AGADIBH NATH RAY, of DiiMipur: 1 an ept that 
auEgestioii. 


Ril Btliaillfr BATYENORA KUMAR OAtt Mr. President. Sir. I 
fiia to support the motion. The jKiint ruiseil by the mover is very 
veaaoiti^fbl. The i>oint is this — that the zamindtirt do not want any 
more to realise the road and public works cesses. Formerly it was 
realised by the oltirprs of the (lovemment at least in respect of rent-free 
laAds, i.c., by the TolIfM tors. Let the n»ad and public works cesses be 
Ita&wail by the oditers 4»f the ( jovernment. The zamimiarM do not want 
||ilp|iiia duty uiore. They want, if not any pension for their past 
but aotne relief at the present moment. It is very reaiioiui^t|. 
can be said against the romiruforf on this |Hiint. 

It is a contract between the Government on the one hand and tbb 
amnsWors on the other. The tamindm-i worked sr> long ns the agupta^ 
Urn IJumninefit. They found the job, if not very problabio^ at Jaaii^ 
^loKoumhlo. The margin of profits was very loa\ But the saipifiiiirt . 
^^Hpunaadad tome amount of respect from the tenants. Now. Btr^ Wt 
^ know the fait of the Bengal zamindan even at the bauAl uf tbit 
CourML Tba landlords are practioaily kickiNl out of tbaiiif fandi bf 
mocoiinhm Isgislation of the Government, the publfc tnovem^i uf 
Ao oo«nUY and by the no-rent campaign of the tenants tbpBntelvua*' 



'Tiu^ Bengtl xamindari eannot^loolE for an oimcli oLiQfiiipatiiy 
Irom tlie p^Mid or from tha Oorariimatti M if they did not •nte Urn 
<joiuitry end the Oovemment nt any atage of progTei“ «««<» IfftSl! 

^345 p.m. 

Well, the zamxndari are not a willing party now— to realise ceseee — 
Can you force the zamindar$ to do it? Will the (lovemment force tiie 
tamindart to realise cessee? I pray, on what groundef 

You have robbed the zamindars of all their rfghta and in return yon 
intend to force the unwilling zamindars to realise cesses — a most thank* 
less task — which is neither profitable nor honourable. 

If the Government persists in enforcing this duty — Government will 
he enforcing slavery on the zamtmlars. Hut. Sir, the days of slavery, 
if not altogether gone, are at least fast g<»ing and should I say— even 
in Bengal — among the zamindars bio. And you cannot fdrca upon an 
influential body of men — however wretched you may think of Ihstti at 
present — a task, which, on (he grounds of equity and commonsense, you 
oannot justify. 

Sir, with these few words T sincerely sujiytort the moti(»u befota the 
Hc»use. 

Mr. tARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, I rise to support this resolution 
•on the ground that it is immt reasonable that the zanundars respon- 
sibility to Government should be ccmtined t<» the pumdual payment of 
land revenue only. This nhligutioti is iiidee<l very heavy and he can 
hardly manage to discharge it in the present etonomic condition of the 
cjouiitry and it is high time tt» relieve him. as much os circumstancee 
permit. But unfortunately he is saddled with various other fai||Qn* 
aibilities such as realisation ot nmds and public works cesses for which 
he is hartlly allowed any remuneration. 

It may lie arguml that the zamtmlart need not mainiai% Ipy 
additional establishment for the purjKwe, But then you haVi l» 
remember that the Government aim) nee<l not maintain any additimial^ 
establishment in its Tauri Depiiitment for collection of cees. It is 
known that the same staff of the Tuuxi Department in each Colleetotate 
•does perform both the duties of realising revenue as will as oees. 

Under the Cess Act (scK'tton lCt9 of Bengal Act IX af 1880)9^*110 
costs incurred by the Government either for assessment or for realiftlioa 
of roads and public works cesses from the zamindars, are dtqMII^ from 
the amounts realised and the balant'e is rreditwl to the Biilrioi Motd 
Fund. 

It is regrettable that for an identical task the mmindat dom ttot 
get any ,^muneration at all although the task of realising esaaea froil 
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uSittMili ao Imm irxxAyrf^ and ooti* tiuui tibat of lk« 

Imr realisiair ln>m tli€ xamindan. On ^#<mtrary» tka 
and reaponsibilitiea of the latter far exceed thoae of the 
O^finMiieiit, irho can realiae all arrears by an easier method under the 
Pnl^ Demai|fls Recovery Act 

Then again, while the Govemment owes no res{Kmsibility for making 
good the deficit from the Public Exchequer^ if there he any, through 
any default by the lamindar, the zamindnr has to meet the entire 
amount of oeee from his own pocket, regardless of the queetion as to 
whether he has recoveAd or not the amount from his tenants or the 

holders of rent-free tenures within his estate. 

• 

Moreover, the amount of cess due from an individual tenant lieing 
very small, to sue the defnalter in civil cnnirts for cess only is very 
costly. 

Before suing a tenant for arrears of rent, the znmindar usually waits 
lor ihrili ^titrs. Naturally he has to wait for the same period for 
bringing a suit for arrears of cesses due and even if he gets a decree, 
it takes him another year to actually realise it. 

Bgt before he does so^* he has always to meet his dues for cess 
punctually to the Puhlic Treasury — along with the revenue. 


For payment of revenue, he enjoys a substantial margin of profit, 
so that even if the rent.s are not fully realised, it may l>e |>ossible for 
him to meet the detnund for land revenue from out of the actual 
ccdle(;t|piUW^ 

But as there is no margin of profit in the case of cesses, it is sheer 
injustice to ask the zamuuiar (o pay the full amount id cesses Imfore he 
does actually collect them from the tenants. 


’'Ill ^Ihe case of holders of rent-free lands within the estate, the 
dilffit^uUy is augmented further, as there the zavviiidtir has not to make 
any demand for rent from Uie defaulter. The amount of cess in such 
caiqii iMUng ver>' small, it becomes extremely difficult for a snmindar to 
Urttdihe the dues fnmi the defaulters except hy suit in the civil court. 
But them, also, he fares wois<*. Because the out-of-]Hicket expenses eat 
up gven the whole of the amount of the decree be obtains in t‘«urt. 


BMtal KItHOltl MOHAN eHAUDNURIt Sir, to my mind the two 
nilfilitions cahnot be amalgamated ; one is for rent-free land and the 
niha f • 

Mr* RRtiiOiNT: I do not tbink you can raise that queatiiMi, 
hfoauae 1 ham already admitted the reaolutioii in an ameiided form, ao 
queiium doM not ariae. 

S 
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mtrn KIMfOm MONAN OHMMWU I am cm)y poiiitiBg <mt 
lim gtttki difficulties. 

Mr* PAiilOENTs That is not necessary after my ruling. 

Balm KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI; The difficulty of the 
mmindari is no doubt very great in meeting the demand for the road 
and public works cesses. But the difficulty cannot be avoided without 
amending the Cess Act. Under the Cess Act zamitidar$ are to realise 
these cesses from the tenants: yet in realising* them these zamindar§ 
are not allowed any remuneration, but in cases of cess for rent-free land 
they are allowed half the amount, ^nd 1 believe 1* am correct in saying 
this. 

There is another difficulty also; when (lovernment realise their 
revenue fnim the zamindan they alfw^ add to it w’hatever deficits there 
are in the collection of the cess on their part; this no doubUconslitutes a 
great hardship upon the zmmtuLirs. Of course some relief is needed by 
the zamtndnrx, but it would be difficult to find out means for realising 
these cesses from the tenants. If some other agency be provided for 
this purpose, that would be a ver>' costly &nd I do not think 

it would l)e ctonvenieiit either to the tenants or to the ‘Mtnimhin. My 
idea is that this difficulty cun he met if the zamnuhtrti are given some 
remuneration for realising the cesses, and h1w> if it is provided by rules 
that whenever an estate falls into arrears of land revenue to Ooveniment 
the cesses should not Im» added to the demami ; that is to say, the 
zaminduTi should not be obliged to make deficit payments of the cess 
along with his land revenue, for that would be very hard. 

In the case of rent-free land there is another difficulty. In many „ 
cases small amounts are to l>e realised from a large numlier of rent-free 
holders and therefore it would be difficult for (Government also to realita 
these cesses. Itent-free ('esses used to lie realised direct hut only big 
and not small amounts were realised. Then, again, rent-free land* 
cannot be (mrtitioued, without the consent of all the parties; when there 
i» no unanimity, the result is that such estates cannot be partitioned 
if necessary. 

Thn HoiPMn Mr PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTER: My hoa*ble 
friend may have full sympathy with the landlords but the question of 
partition done not arise from the resolution. 

Mr» PREtIDENTi Ym, you need not refer to that. 

MNi KISHORI MOHAN OHAUDHURIS TheM are the diffionlte 
nnd 1 am only pointing them out. Borne arrangement should oerlain|g 
be made lor the realisatiosi of theee ceeeee and the oeiiis lor reni^lrao 
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fhm ii all that I caa lay; bat iha diffieuHy fmaaoi ba midid 

ralM aalew some remuneration oan be proTided ibereia for tbe 
riiieatifm of such ceeeee and tbe sum in default as regards sueb 
lep^M^on be not added to tbe land^reeeiiue wbiob tbe mmimfort bare 
to jay to tb^OoTemment. I have full sympathy with the mmindat$ 
in Ais matter and I recognise that it is a great hardship to them and 
agree that some arrangement should be made to relieve them ; but it is 
not a very easy task, as it is very difficult to find out some other agency 
lor realising these cesses. 

4 p.m. 

MUMINORA DEB RAI MAHAtAI: Mr. President. Sir. I l»eg to 
support the resolution just moved by my csteeminl friend, the Maharaja 
of Dinajpur. There is a saying that the wearer knows where the stioe 
pinches. Tbe zamitulun who have been entrusted with the task of 
realising road and public works tesses. including cesses of rent-free 
lands, know full well how difficult it is to realise them. Estate after 
estate is l>eiug sold away for roa<l cess dues alone. The bandy certificate 
procedure is fretjuently resorteil to for the realisation of the cesses fnun 
zaviindari in spite of enormous difficulties in their lenlisatioii. The 
collection of cesses for rent-free luiuls hii.s lieen entrusted to the 
zamituitirx. This is an addilioiiiil burden which the ratfnfuhr$ can ill 
afford to bear, specially in these hard days. The ('ollwlors useil to 
realise ii direct until a few years ago. 

And now, after so many years of dire<’t rollei’tion, Government have 
thought fit, for reasons best known to them, to entrust the task of 
collection to the zamtnditn who had hitherto no touch w'ith the rent-free 
holders or their lands. It was no easy task to (rare them out from 
different districts nor to identify their lands. For instance, in case a 
suit it filed, the difficulty begins with the service of sutiimcms, and the 
proverbial law’s delay may drag tbe case on for a numl^er of years. 
Monty is simply wasted in niuning after these cases. In the meantime. 
Oovemment do not remain idle. They realise their dues regularly 
from the mmmdar$^ and they do not hesitate to issue distress warrants, 
mn warrants of arrest on defaulters. Government may say that they 
are giving liberal commission to the zamindan tor the realisotion of 
tbia kind of cessp s, and tbe cxmrti are empowered to grant decree# for 
double tbe amount due. But in spite of all these tempting offers, the 
tmmimhrt sttffer heavy pecuniary losses in shouldering tbe great (espon* 
nbOiiy of realiaing cesses from rent-free holdings. There ts a aaying 
**A0m fatb. giobii baih** — **Kiclc first, and then come to words'*. 
Whether one is able to realise it or not, tbe kick is there tn the shape of 
distoeas ifamnls or warrants for arreai, and after that, words are of no 
atnll. Thi» is mfam, pure and simple. Pray, take back your libml 
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tMm and save ilia zamindan from zulum and zahardaztim to wkieii 
tli^ are generally eubjected in the realixation of these ceases. Bray, 
revert to the Hyetem of direc t collection the Collectors. They can 
realise the ceases from rent-free holders by certificate procedure, and 
there will l>e considerable sayings as they will not havi^to pay such 
liberal commission to the zamindan. 


Rii SalNUlur KitHAB CHANDBA BANERdl: Sir, in his 
illuminating speecdi, the Maharaja of Dinajpur has giyen reasons 
which have prompted him to move the resolutioft. The subject-matter 
of the resolution is not u new one; it has lieen one of the standing 
grievances of the zamifularnt uiul, time and again, has this question been 
brought to the notice of Goveniment, but to our utter disappointment 
our cry, so far, has been one in the wilderness. 

Sir, I do not wish Ui go into the history of the cess law, as it has 
been thonjughly dealt with by the mover. I hope it will fiot be going 
too far if I say that the system of ress- realisation has proved a veritable 
incubus, from wiiicb the znmiudarx are now* unable to shake off. It is 
well known that the zaimiularn have to pay the road and public works 
cesses payable by tenants, no matter w'hetliar they are able to realise 
the same from the latter or not. The Hon’ble Memlier in charge of the 
Department has personal knowledge and experience, as a landholder, of 
the difiiculiies that confront the landholding community in this parti- 
cular matter. It is the wearer who knows where the shoe pinches. 
The passing of the Bengal Primary' Education Art has thrown upon 
the landholders an additional burden in the shape of realisation of the 
education cess. I am afraid it may prove to l>e the )ust straw on the 
camePs hack, 

As has rightly been [K>inted out by the mover, the prevailing 
ei^ouomic crisis has told severely u(¥)n the landholders. With no 
resources to fall back upon, the landholders of Bengal are threatened 
with extinction. The Maharaja has quote<l figures showing the number 
of estates put up to auction sale in consequence of non-payment of land 
rerenue in the district of Khulna alone ; but if I were to give figures lor 
all the diiftneti in Bengal, it would stagger even the worst critic of the 
zmnifdain. 

Tlw Hoii’M Hr PROVABH OHUNDiR HITTER I Cannot 

hon*hle member give us figures}^ 

Ral BHiidttr KSBHAB OHANDRA BANERdI: I do not think 1 
should go into the details, the Hon'ble Member ought to know better. 

It is high time, Kir, that means were devised to lighten the burden 
of the iwmifnioff in this respect, and relieve them of the obligatiiNi and 
reepona^ility of realiaatioii and payment ceesea due by tennnti 
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fiiiili€r delay. The oolleetioii of it no part of the 

simndof'* businett, and it stands to reason that Oovemnitni thonld 
pfovide lor their realisation in sneh manner at they think fit. 1 
•IrcHigly repudiate the suggestion made by rertain gentlemen that it 
waa a self-imposed task which the tamindars ttkok upon themselvM. It 
was quite the other way about. The duty of cess realisation was rather 
thrust upon them. I would, therefore, request the ilon'hle Member in 
charge of the Department to treat the question sympathetirally. 


Klli liiOAOUL HOQUE* Sir, I rise to opp<w»e (he resolution 
moved by the Mahlraja of Dinajpur. Sir, I do not know whether 
every' pie of the roads and public works cesses realised by the zamindan 
is paid to the (foverntncnt. or whether a iH^rtion (hereof is kept for 
themselves. At any rate, the zamindtns have undertaken this res)Mm- 
sibility of collecting the rou<lH and public works cesses. 


Rai Bahidyr KEfHAB CHANDRA BANERdi! It bas been thrust 
upon us. 

Kaii EMOADUL HOQUE: (Vrtainly not. (CVies of '^Question*'. ) 
Certainly, they voluntarily took u|ion themselves the responsibility 
of colle<'iing the cesst^s. Tliere may iif»( have Immui any pecuniary gain 
in the realitutiou of these cesses, hut all the same they did it from 
some motive. I think it gives them a very large amount of control over 
the tenants. If there is no pinuninry gain involved, they undertook, 
possibly, to collect them simply iMH'atise they wanted to exercise a large 
amount of control over the tenants. In uiy opinion, (hey have taken 
the trouble <if collecting the cesses for this privilege. Now, if they 
want to shirk the responsibility. I do not think it is the prtiper time to 
do i«. So long as they were able to pay their rents and cesses, they did 
not raise any ohjecti«»n. Hut now that the pf^cuniary position has 
become so had, they arc raising all w»rts of objections. If they are at all 
deeirous of giving up (he rcsjamsihility f»f collecting cesses, they should 
wait till better times — at least till such time when the tenants are in a 
position to pay their cesses. That will not result in any harm to them. 
On the other hand, if the znmindar* shirk the res^mnsittility now, they 
iititt he perpetrating a great oppression cm the tenants, Immuse these 
Manes will be realised by certificate-procedure. So, my submiiNUOtt 
it that since the zamindan have enjoyed the privileges arising out of 
the Permanent Setilemeni, (hey should wait till normal rendition 
reinnis. With these few words, Sir, I opp(»se the resolution. 

iOM BaNu I ttf Httiivi AtIZUL HAQUEi Sir, 1 beg to oppose this 
fMcdntm moved by the Maharaja of Dinajpur from this tide of the 
Bsswa. We do not want to enumerate the grounds upon which our 
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ol»j«otioiM are baaed. Suffice it to say, for my purpose, that this ia tiia 
most inopportune time for a resolution of this character to be brought 
forward. The question of collection of cesses is an integral part of the 
mminduri system, and 1 think it is too late in the day now to bring 
forward a resolution of this character. It is perfectly we6 known Sir, 
to those who have studied the histor>' of the Permanent Settlement that 
when the Permanent Settlement was introduced, the landlords were 
given certain rights on the one part and were saddled with certain 
responsiUilitien and duties on the other. It was hoped at the time that 
those duties and respiuisihilities would be discharged fairly, 
conscientiously, and honestly. It is extremely unh)rtunate that during 
the last century the landlords failed miserably to perform their duties, 
with the result that Government had to step in and pass certain Acta 
with a view to protecting the interests of the tenants, though the land- 
lords were allowed to retain some of the privileges insomuch as there 
were certain sections in the Acts by which the rights of the tenants 
were not given a free scope: I mean that the operation )f the Permanent 
Settlement in the interests of the landlords was safeguarded. I should 
like to remind the landlords that the time will come shortly when an 
account of the net profits enpiyed by them have to be taken. I 
think, Sir, that the time is not far distant when the entire revenue 
demand will be fixed as a permanent measure which will ull(»w the 
tenants some measure of relief. Then the landlords will not Im? in a 
position to ask their tenants to pay Us. 80 t<» 8'> lakhs per annum as 
roads and public w'orks cesses to the ('olbvtorate direct. 

Sir, 1 submit that it is not the time when this (|uestion should be 
thrashed out. It is a hud time not only for the landlords but also for 
the tenants. It is worse for the tenants because they could not visualise 
the rainy day wdien they were pros})en)UH. 

To sum up, I cannot recollect any district where the tenants have 
ever Wen in a flourishing condition. 

Sir, 1 Wg strongly to oppose the resolution. 

MiUivi ABOIIL HAMID SHAH: (The member delivered bis 
speech in Uengali.) 

[At 4-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and rsassenihlsd 

at 4-dO p.m.] 

• 

Tilt HtieMt Sir ^IIOVAiH OMUNDSD MITTSIIs I wiU reply 

to the resolution as amended. But before doing so 1 would like to 
point out that the problem of relieving the zamindar from the eoUootkMi 
of eesses on rent-free tenures is sonswhat different from tbnt of rdieving 
him from the obligeiion and responsibility of realisation and pa yns i ot 
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diit by M cImm of t«iiaiita. I will doal with raat^froo 
twiWfli aection 51 of the Ceee Act an oblt^tion ie impoeed 

«il iioldm of eetates or teourea lo include rent-free Innde in their 
fietnins. To compeneate them for the trouble of collection, they are 
aUo#ed to rdtain 50 per cent, of the cesses which sections 52, 55, 57 
and 55 of the Act empower them to collect. The lefrislature deiibenitely 
impoeed on the zamiWor# the duty of collec^ting cesses for such lands 
partly on the grcmnd (hat the encumbrances were created by the 
jtamindurt or their pr^ecesmirs, and |mrtly on the ground of admiuis. 
trative inconvenience if the collections were undertaken by Oovemiiient, 
Amalgamation of rei4-free lands with the estate or (enure to which they 
belong, has been made the rule and dires't assessment the exception. In 
accordance adlh the law as laid <lown by section 50 of the CVss Act, rent* 
free lands are to be included in a countenuinous estate if it is not 
known to which estate they belong. But under section 58 of the Act 
provision is made that when an instalment of (he cesn that is due, 
is not paid by the holder of the estate or tenure to whom it is due within 
one month the Kamin<lar shall l>e entitled to receiver double the amount 
of such instalment that is due t4> him with interest at the rate of !2§ per 
cent, per annum. Thereswere some practical difficulties in Kastem 
Bengal with regard to the us** f»f section 58, but the private Bill intro- 
ducetl by Babu Kbetter Mohan Hay and a<'c*epted by (b>vernm«nt 
reduces them considerably. For the rent-frw tenures the zamituhtr is 
in the first place, especially compensated by the payment of 50 per cent. 
If the zamifuhtr knows his business he can get another 50 per cent, 
when the tenant d(H*s not pay within one month. These provisions 
should relieve the ztnmnflnn considerably but I quite admit that the 
samindnr is in a difficult |K)sition when he bus to collect, say, (wo, three, 
four or five annas from a large number of people, and although 
individual pay men ts are small the sum total is often large. Bui if he 
cannot collect these small sums from a large numl>er of |>oople he has 
often to pay a fairly large sum which represents (he sum total of ihene 
small sums. That is the difficulty alajut the collec'tion from reiiUfrae 
tenures, but I regret to say that in the speeches little attention was 
drawn to this part of the grievance. Attention was however drawn in 
a general way to the difficulties due to the present economif' position. 
It is a fact that certain sections of the (leople are suffering, but abfmi 
rent-free tenures that is not the real difficulty liecause the lamimiar enn 
get another 50 per cent., plus interest. If he has to <-olle<*t, say, Rs. 500 
in drtbleis of annas two and three he may not succeed in collecting the 
bulk of the cess. Because of that and other difficulties Ooverntnetti 
are willing to examine the question if the mover will withdraw his 
naolniion. If he d^iee not withdraw I am afraid Ciovemment mnat 
oppose if. This system has been in existence for quite a long time and 
witbont proper examination it is »ni poasibie to change the system. But 
nbonl ^e general qneetton I may now say a few words* Kvery 
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mmndar aiui every tenure-holder waute to be relieved from tiie duty 
of ooUectiug the ceee. Here again I Lave not heard a single vmd of 
practical suggestion as to what can be properly done to relieve the 
mmindar from what he claims to be his difficulty. Although appeals 
of a general nature were made to Qovemment and the A^cultiM due 
to the present economic situation were dilated upon^ the tpeakers should 
have remembered that they were discussing an extremely practical 
problem where general appeals and general observations were not of 
much assistance. My hoifble friend knows well that the total 
amount which is (‘ollected from the roads and public works cess is 
something like lakhs of rupees and it is patent»that if this collection 
is to 1)6 made by Ooveniment that Oovemment will not pay the money 
from its own pocket hut either the tax-payers will have to pay it or it 
will have to l»e paid by the district board. Under the present system 
the cost of assessment is charged to the district boards and I would like 
to refer to some rough estimates of the c ost of direct collection in this 
conne<‘iion. Hut before I do so. I would point out that I have not heartl 
anything alsjut the probable cost of direct collection by Government 
from the speakers who wanted the zamiiulart to l>e relieved of the duty 
of collection. It may W said (hat it is diffiault for private members to 
frame such estimates for the whole province. 1 admit (heir difficulty^ 
but if every individual zamhuhir who spoke on this, whether he is a big 
zamindur or not» tried to frame mi estimate of tbe <*ost in his own 
zamifidari he could have given the House much valuable information. 
But a|)art from that, as the problem is a practical one, it was the duty 
of the zamindars who wanted to l>e relieved, to have paid more attention 
to the practical side of the problem. I hope I would not be misunder- 
stood if I warned the zamindarx (hat difficult tinies are ahead for them, 
and unless they show more signs of self-reliance their position will 
become worse and uorse. 1 advisedly utter this word of warning. 
However, as I have not l)een given any estimate of cost 1 would inform 
the House that several estimates were prepared. According to one such 
estimate the <*os( of dirw't ctdlwtion will l>e somewhere near Rs. 35 
kkhs, according to another estimate, it is much lower; acHrording to 
third esUiiut# again it is likely to he higher, if the system of assessment 
and wllw'tion has to be changed. Roughly speaking, let me assume 
that Rs. JM) to 35 lakhs will lie the cost of collection, but whatever the 
cost of colle<’tion may l>e lumietioily has to pay for it. If we ask the 
district Iward to War this charge their income w*ill be reduced by neaity 
half. If the district boarils have to bear this charge and have to 
diichajige their present responsibilities then the cost of oolleotimi will 
have to come from soiael)ody*s pot'kel — either from the zamindmzt pockety 
or the tenants* pockeit or from the pockets of both of them, la othar 
irords it will mean raising the total cess income. But raisiiig the total 
Oili income will mean an additional burden also on the smmmdmn and 
|wrhnps«that burden will he more severely felt thmi the difficuRgr tt 
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duty cast on them by collection but their real trouble i« 
thm they have to pay to Government kist by ki$t the cessei ainetted on 
their eetatee although they do not in moet casee succeed in realising the 
tame punotualiy from their tenants. In other words, a good deal of the 
cess they have to pay temporarily out of their own pocket* This 
difficulty was pointe<l out by the Maharaja Bahadur and other romindar#, 
and Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atixul Ha(|ue has also referred to this 
difficulty. 

I would like to point out that no relief can be granted unless the 
law on the subject is changed. I have not heard a single word as to 
how the change can be effected without changing the law. Under the 
law os it stands to-day (section 41 of the Cess Art) the :amimiur has the 
duty cast on him of collecting the cesses. My friend, the Ku*i Sahib, 
is not right*when he says that the duty was voluntarily undertaken by 
the zanundaT. The duty was cast on the £(tmtnd4ir in 1871 and again in 
1881 and it is a statutory obligation. Whether that obligation is good, 
bad or indifferent is more a (juestion of practical importance so long as 
the statute on the subject js not changed. 

4-46 p.m. 

Xow it may be said that the Cess Act can be amended. There 
Government are in the hands of this House, and I should like the 
mmifidar members of this House to think over this — as to how far they 
will he able to carry the House with them, if direct collection means 
an additional burden of, say. Hs. 30 lakhs. It is no use saying in a 
general way that you are hard hit. Put forward concrete suggestions-— 
suggestions which will l>e ac<*eptable not only to Government Iml also 
to the majority of the members of this House, and 1 can promise that 
•uch suggestions will be very seriously considere*!. But unless you can 
carry the majority of the House with you it is ncj gcmd saying that you 
are hard hit. Are not the tenants hard hitH Are not the clerks bard 
hit? I say that everyliody is hard hit owing to the unfortunate depres* 
aton. I see my friend, Mr. Diitt, is shaking his head in approval. 
Even the memliers of the medical prcifession are hard bit. (A voick: 
induding (lovemrneni meml>ers?) Yes, even Government members are 
hard hit. Xow these appeals ad miMeri cordiam will i»ot carry tia far. 

There are certain other points to which I think I should draw the 
aHefntimi of the House. From the trend of speeches, partienlarVJr from 
Gm trend of speeches of big mmindart, and also from the speeches of 
Other members I thought that what was attempted to be pointed out wae 
that big mmindan were the only rnmndan, hut is that aoF How 
many idg zamndan are there in ihia province? Big mm»ndat$ art 
vary lew. I have before me a statement of the number of tamMazi in 
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the diitrict of Dacca and I think my esteemed friends Mr. Das and 
Mr. Banerji, who come from that district, will have to agree when I 
explain the relative numl>er of big and small zamtndart in that district. 
In that statement I find that the number of zamindars paying a land 
revenue of less than Re. 1 is 929; the numl>er of those* paying more 

than Re, 1 and less than Rs. 5 is 4,07ti; those paying more than Rs. 5 

and less than Rs. 10, 1,054; those paying more than Rs. 10 and less 
than Rs, 50, 2,071; those paving n)f)re than Rs. 50 and less than 

Rh. 1(K), 7H9. Now up to that point I ran s^y that although these 

persons are zamindarx, they are not hig zamindnrx ; they ore indeed 
|K»or people. You will reineinher that in a tauzi 5^ 10 or even 20 i>ersons 
may he co-sharers so that the individual income of these zarnnidars is 
extremely small. I will next give you the figures of those who pay a 
land revenue of more than Rs. 100. There are only 501 estates which 
paj' land revenue of more than Hs. KM) hut less than Rjj. 5(K1. The 
average incom<* of each of these estate*^ is only Ihs. l,t)S0, hut as I have 
already said a numlw*r of people ma\ he ititeresterl as co-sharers in each 
estate. 'Pherefore even with regard to this class the landlords cannot 
be dencrihed as hig ztnnuidttps r»r well-to-do people. The numher of 
estates which pay land revenue (d m<»re titan Rs. 500 hut less than 
Rs. l.tMtO, is less than 00. 1’he numher of thosi* which pay laml revenue 
<if more than Rs. l.IMM) hut less than Rs 10,000 is ]0vS Tliere are only 
0 estates in the wlude district with a land rev«*nue f)f more than 
Rs. 10,000, hut when we take into considerati«»n tliat in most cases there 
iiie a numher of co-sharers to divnle the income it folh)Ws that the 
numher <»f hig ztnniudarx js extremely small. The proidem, therefore, 
is not a ptohleni of comparati\ely well-to-do juM»))h* only as the hulk of 
the :fimtnd4tr,s are poor. the hig zmmndtirx I say that when pleading 
the (uuse of laiollord.s yt>u must ii<tt forget the p«>orer section of your 
countrymen, >ou must not forget the tenure-holders wh<* are very often 
even jMiorer than the p<M>rer section of the zunundar. 1 think there is 
hardly any inemher in this House who is not a tenure-holder or zumindar^ 
but it is not ( lass interest that you are here to look after, hut the interest 
of the whole couunuiiity — what is best for the ('ommuaity as a whole. 
The prohlem Wore the House is therefore not a prohlem UHween a few 
rich men and comparatively p(M»r men, hut it is a prohlem lietw’een poor 
and jMHir us the hulk of the ztiimndars are iHM>r and even a larger per- 
centage of the tenure-holders are also |H)or. Ninety per cent, of the 
zanutuhirf pay a very small revenue and they are poor. 

Th^y are affected cH|ually with the lugger zamindar$. Therefore you 
will have to put your heads together — :am»ndnr$^ tenure-holder® and 
the friends of the zamtndar and the friends of the ruipal— and 
try to evolve a system which will l»e a lietter system for all c'onccmed 
and particularly for the rmy 0 t. Once j'ou can evolve a better system 
for the you wrill find that the conditions of the stzmindan will 
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imfro^e automatically, because on the prosperity of the tenants depends 
the prosperity not only of the zamindmi hut of the community as a 
whole — ^lawyers, doctors, tradesmen, merchants, and, in fact, of every- 
bodv. Now, do not for a moment ask that the burden of Rs. 30 or 3’> 
lakhs should Ce shifted from your shoulders to those of men who can 
bear H less. From what I have stated it d(H‘s not at all follow that the 
bulk of the landlords and the bulk of the tenure-holders are able to 
bear the burden, but what I do say is that it a quest n)U of adjustment 
and adjustment after (J^ie conMileraiion and inquiry. 

Now, Sir, it is knjiwn to many members ot the IIoum* that amend- 
ments of certain se<*tioiis of the (’ess Act are under discussion and more 
than one conference has been held for the consideration of those amend- 
ments. In those conferences the members of the prajn parly, the 
memliers of the :(tnnti<Ittr/ party and members who i»elon^ neitlier to 
the znmtnHars' party nor to the praja party were invited. Hidpful 
sujfi^estions were put forwar<l and if in the ciuirNe of hirtlier discussions 
any practual su^^^c>ti<»ns are hroutfht foruard and if ( loveniinent are 
satisfied that the proposals that are put foraanl will meet with the 
ffeneral approval ot the Uouse. then (ioverninent will consider such 
proposals with every sympathy. 1 have e.xplanoMl the povition and I 
hope the nio\er of the resolutnm, attiT the explanation that 1 have 
offered, will withdraw his resolution If he prenses his r»*s«t!ut)on, I 
re^H»'iet that ( lovei iiineiit will haxe no other alternative hut t»» opjicise it. 

Muluifsju JACADI8H NATH RAYf of Difiojptif! Sir, in view of 
what the llon’hle Meinher ha-* saiil I hejjr to withdraw Tfsfdution \o, I, 
The other jMirtion of my lestilntion which has he«*ii amaip^amated witli 
this rescdution. nameh . the aiocridment of the (V^s Act, jemaiiiH. 
May I move that portion t(» ;rct the (’e^s Act amemled?^ 

The Hon’tMo Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, we are 
Cfineerned with rescdution No. 1 now. If res<duti(»ii No. Ki is allowed 
to he separately moved I submit that the matter already disjKistnl of 
should not l>e hrouj^ht forward ajrain. 


Mitioraia 4ACADI8H NATH RAY, of OiiMlpur; I withdraw th« 
resolution standing in the name of the Hajii Ilahadur. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; There is no resolution of the Raja Bahadur 
before us: it is your own resstdution hv adoption. 

Tbe motion of Maharaja Jafcadtsh Nath Ray, of Dinajpur was thtn, 
by looTt of the Council, withdrawn. * 
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Pm leym t nt of fMi imkistry. 

Mr* SARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, I beg to move that this Council 
recommandf! to the Government that early steps be taken to investigate 
the possibilities of the development of the fish industry in Bengal. 

Sir, in connection with the problem of human nutrition the Hoyal 
Commission on Agriculture in India recognised the great value of fish 
as an article of diet. They wrote on page 58 (Abridged Report): ‘*In 
connection with diet we are much impressed by the possibilities of a 
development of the fish industry in India and would (‘ommend the 
matter to the attention of the Jjocal Government.’* 

Sir, it is a well-known fact that in Bengal fish is considered as a 
principal article of <liet. But unfortunately the number of fish has 
greatly diminished within the last few years, and, as a cohsequence the 
price of it has abnormally gone up. The result has been that it is not 
within the reach of peo]de with moderate means to have it on their 
table as iuik li as would be desirable. The cause for thi'< shortage of 
supply re<|uireH careful investigation. 

Sir, the fislHMieH of India have ii(»t been also s(‘ientifi<’ully expk>ii«d» 
(Aiinesty : Kconoiiiic l)eveb»pnietit of India, page 17G). In the same 
page she reconiiiiends. “It is therefore apparent that the initiative 
ought to be taken liy the Government.” 

Sir, no d(»\ibt tliere was a fishery itojiiirv under orders of the Govern- 
ment, late Sir K. G. Gupta being specially deputed for the purpose, and 
as a result the Agriculture Department had u seition attached to it 
which dealt with the development of fisheries. But owing to the cost of 
maintenance, it had to be abolished. No further steps have been taken 
since then. Sir, in (onsideration of the great value of fish as an article 
of diet, and, in view' of the recommendation of the Koj'al Commission 
for development (»f the fish industry the liocul Government ought again 
to revive this seitimi of the Agriculture Department and thus try to 
develop the fish industry on the latest scientific methods. 

The Governments of Madras. Boinlmy and the Punjab have got their 
Departments of Fisheries. “The Madras fisheries and collateral indus- 
tries are l»etter orgauiied and moie progressive than thime of any other 
province.” A numlier of experts like Sir K. A. Nicholson, Mr. James 
llornell, etc., were and others still are employed on the staff, and 
notable industrial success, lassides development of sea fisheries, has lieen 
aehieve<l. 1 may mention here some of those achtevemeats to show 
how in addition to helping the sedution of the problem of hmnan 
nntrition the development of fisheries has ('ontributed largely to the 
Ywvenue of the Government and to the development of agricnltiirt. 
Ifadrat has established an excellent fish canning eetahlishineiik at 
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Bgmt« and with it a« auxiliary industries, the manufacture of fish 
oil tad of fish guano. From fish guano excellent manure is made and 
from fish oil fish-oil-eoap is mnnufuotuieti, ahich has l»een found most 
Taluable for spraying fruit trees. 

Sir, Bengal has also a sea-board and there is no reason why Bengal 
like Madras should not develop profitable sea fisheries and (Hdluteral 
industries. True, experiments with the (iohleu Crown did not prove a 
great success, but the experiment was not sufficiently pushed. 

Sir, T cannot do li^jtter than conclude my argument by quoting 
Colonel A. Alco( k, late of Indian Marine Survey, to show how greatly 
the national prosperity- depends upon the development of the (‘ountry's 
sea fisheries: “In ever\ « ivilized <'ountry that has a Hea-lsianl. tlie sea 
fisheries are a recognized soun e f»f the <’ountrv’s wealtl> and an acknow- 
ledged factor in its roninH*r( iai importance, be**itles f»ften giving, us in 
the case of N^orway. a determining impulM* to it^ scientific, no b‘Ks than 
to its industrial activities. In India, unfortunately, the sea fisheries, 
although they are of ini ah ululde value, aie almost entirel\ neglected 
hy lapital, so that instead of contrihufing largely— as they ought—to 
the national pr(>spenty, they do little more than furnish a contemptible 
living t<» the meagre population of the coasts “ With these few w'ords 
I fikOfe the rt*s(dutuui whirh stands against my name 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Mr President. Sn. I beg to 
heartily sup[»o!t the ies(dution im»ved 1»\ iii\ friend Mr. Hoy. Although 
persoiiully 1 am averse to taking fish I «annot niiderrafe ifs value as a 
nourishiiig fo<id for Hengalees 'Fo them milk and fish are the two 
principal nourishing food', ttwing to want of pa'Iniage and good 
bree<l of euttle milk has Imtoiuc a dear commodity and uinnot therefore 
be use<l tia^eU l»y men ctf moderate mean** ami for this the country is 
indebted to the .Vy^nculturc Depaitmeut for its lalious indifterence in 
such vital matters. Fisli coubl la- had in plenty in the rivers and 
rivuleUt, khalx and hlnh and tanks whnii ilcltaic Ht*ngal poMu'ssed in 
abundance. 


5 p.m. 

But thanks to the Irrigation Depariiiteiit in their i riminni negb*cl 
and indifference to the real needs of the pe<iple. lietigul has come to 
such a sad pass. In spite of the self>adulated ( huadanga speech and 
ita newspaper publicity propaganda 1 remain as unconvinced as ever, 
I should like to repeat what I said on previous fKcasions that the dead 
and dying rivers of Bengal are a crying shame to the Irrigation Dirpari- 
neoi and I bold it responsible for the shortage in the fish aupply of 
iha province. Of course it is no use cr>-ing over spilt milk. But 
wtonga cannot be perpetuated. The time for redemption has come. It 
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is high time for the Government to retrieve its position by *deeds 4uid 
not by words. I hope that early steps will be taken to investigate the 
possibility of development of the fish industry hi Bengal. Pray do 
something tangible and thereby earn the everlasting gratitude of the 
fish-eating people of Bengal. The use of fish is pecul^r to Bengal. 
It iM suitable to the climatic conditions under which they live in 
contrast to the dal, rott and chana of the dried lands in Upper India. For 
want of nourishing food, the Bengalee race is becoming weaker day by 
day. To find out ways and means to revivify the dying race should be 
the iMirainouiit duty of Government. With th^e few words I support 
the motion. 


Rai Bahadur KAMI N I KUMAR DAS: Mr. President, Sir, T rise 
to support the mover and along with it to press niy motion No. 17. To 
us this res(jlution seems impoitunt, because it is tcj find dut ways and 
means for the devel<»pni(»nt of fish industry in Bengal. Fish supplies 
all the essentiul.s of nutrition except carbo-hydrate. Ninety-five per 
c^eiit, of the population of Bengal dejcend cm fish for their nutrition. 
Fish can l»e ea.sily teared and cultured in thoy.Hamls of public ami private 
tanks whicii ahouiid in Bengal. Die Madras Department of Fisheries 
is currying on fish culture in such tanks with success haonomicaj 
importance of fish culture in paddy and jute fields will yield a bya» 
product to the paddy and jute eultivators. This will recjuire only a 
small embankment to keep water in the fields whic h will not only increase 
the fertility of the ficdds hut will alsu protect c ciltivaticm against 
inundation. 

Mr. Scmtliwell, the late l)irec*tor of Fisheries, Bengal and Bihar, 
says that the extent of importance of inland fisheries of Bengul are 
prohuhly not excelled either in area or potentiality hv any other 
fisheries outside .America and (huiada. The urea covered hy these poten- 
tial fisheries in Hengul during the dry seus<ui cannot la* less than 7,000 
or 8,tMM) s(]unre miles and during the rains it is enormously greater. 
In spite of the above fact unfortunately the supply of fish in Calcutta is 
only about 1?5 per cent, of the ac tual recjuirements. Culture of fish in 
tanks is very extensively carried out in towns and villages remote from 
rivers. The area covered hy these tanks is very nmsiderahle and they 
are of great bK-al im|M»rtance. The Sunderbans comprise an area of 
over 5,700 sc)unre miles made up of forests, swamps, eetuaries, islands 
and numerous rivers communicating with one another by innumerable 
small canals. The potential fishing grounds of these places are not 
thoroughly exploited. paHly because of the absenc-e of suitable fadlities 
for the dispoenl of the catch, and partly on account of the fragile and nn- 
asaarorthy boats which do not permit fishing at great distance from tbv 
idiorea. Mr. Southwell esUmatee that the Sunderbans fishartas m 
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furnishing* yearly not far short of 201), 000 'luauntls of fresh 
fish. Colonel Aleock, i.ii.s., late Surgeon-Naturalist in the Royal 
Indian Maf^ne, has l^id : ^‘The fisheries of the Bay of Bengal are of a 
value well nigh incalculable, that they are unknown, uucared for and 
unappreciated^ is unfortunately true, but it is e({ually true that they 
will prove a mine of wealth whoever may u«»rk them in the face of the 
apathy and incredulity that at present exist regarding them.” The late 
Mr. K. G. Gupta estimated that 40 million maunds of fisli would 
represent the proper annual (onsuniptiou of the province were the supply 
equal to the demand %^hicli is unfortunately iu»t. However, if the 
supply be estimatetl at 2o per rent, of the demaiid the total produc- 
tion of fish from alf sources in the IVovince would be at least 10 
million maunds. If the pri<'e of fish he calculated at 4 annas per 
seer the total amc»iiiit of the value (»t fisheries in Bengal tvill certainly 
he 10 crores of rupees. 1 )<m*s not an itiduHtrv of sucdi a magnitude 
call for an anvestigatioii into the po>.^ihilitie«, of the development of 
fisheries? Is it not the dutv of Governmcoit to dc*velop sue h an unport- 
unt department hv all means po.ssihle not otil\ on ac o^mnt of its c*c‘oiu»mic 
imjwcrtanc'e and aKo on acremnt (»f the part it plays in the dietary 
of hucdi u vast population? Let us not forget that with the depletion 
of fish in Bengal we are h^ing day b> ilay the chief nitrogenous OmhI 
wbich is e.srt<‘ntial to preserve our health. 1’inie is fust approach- 
ing when we shall have to go hac k to our swc*et home, far from jupitera 
where we will find inib hed cows in their sheds and fish-fc'd tank, which 
is our own delight 

If iho (fovc'tn merit really \uirit to romhat malaria which levies 
such u heaw tull of lives in lutai distric ts of Bengal, they must reclaitn 
all the marshes and swamps \^hirfi are the hreeding places (»f mosejuitoea 
by extemling the plantation of larviridal tisfi in them. To mdve th«r 
aliove prohleins nothing short of an ujeto-date depaitnic^iit of fishenea 
need he estahlished in the near fiituie, the ii<*gli^eiue of which 
preaupposes wilful indulgence in the iletenorali«>n of national health 
and wealth. With this objec't I suggest that tbivernment should take 
immediate steps for the bdlowing: — 

(1) Installation of a few fish-< uring yards in the Sunderlmns like 

the curing yards of Mulahur Coast. 

(2) To supply duty-free aalt to the curers. 

(3) To urge the Railway companies to huild refrigeration cars for 

the transp<»rtaiion of fresh fish. 

(4) IntUJlation of reduction plant at a suitable station ij tlur 

Sunderhans for the utilisation of the livers of sharks and 
.rays and the meat of various inedible fish for the produc- 
tion of oil and manure. 
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(5) Organ i nation of fresh water model farms for mother-of-pearl 
shells, which is necessary for the development of bniton 
* industry. 

Installation of a button factory to render technical help to the 
illiterate button manufacturers and for training in the 
industry. 

(7) Organisation of a inodfd fisli farm for training the fish culture. 

We do realise that at this critical juncture of heavy loss and world 
trade depression, Oovernnient will plead ]M)verty,^ hut in that case I will 
beg to draw the attention of (lovernment to the Pearl and Fishing Com- 
pany, Ltd., which has been started at Chittagong under the able 
supervision of Mr. Nizam who has received all ui>-to-date modern train- 
ing in the subject in Europe and other foreign countries. Government 
may help this (oinpany or utilise the services of Mr. Nizam in their own 
department which will surely save greater cost to bring kuch trained 
experts from (dsewhere. With the.se few words I l>eg to support the 
motion . 


Haji BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY .sp(*ke in Bengali the English 

translation of which is as follows: — 

“Sir, I heartily support Bahu Sarat Kumar Roy’s resolution for 
spreading and impn.ving fi>liing industr\ in Bengal. 

The people of Bengal are great consumers of fish. Even drv and 
bottled fish are used as fiwid w herever and whenever a .sc an ity of fish 
arises. Then* are varioin facilities for pisciculture in Bengal and in 
this re.speit she enjo\ s maii.x natural uilvantages wlijih cannot l)e found 
in otlier parts of India. I he tisherm<*n of Bengal em[)lov crude and 
autiijuateil methods for latt hing ti.sh from the sea and in the islands near 
Bengal. But they cannot carr\ on their business on as large a si^ale 
m is desirable on ac<‘(»unt of the heavy n.^t necessitated l>v their old 
fashioned, crude method.. Even ;ii those parts of Bengal which alnmnd 
in rivers, ixuids, ditches and lakes no steps are taken for catching, pre- 
aorving and multiplying tishes in a srieiitiftc way. Like Bombay, 
Bengal is also situated on (he s»*a l oust. As far as my information goes, 
the (.tovernnient of Boiiihay have been making profits from the fisheriea 
started by them. Formerly, the (Jovernment of Bengal had once taken 
up the fishing industry for considernt ion hut they almndoned the echemo 
for want of an expert holding a ilegree in the scheme and industry of 
fishing. But this want has lieen removetl at present. A young man 
namml Mr. A. R, Ni«am. m has. as you have all seen in the news- 
tttpers, returned from America, where he spent nearly four vears. with 
the degree of M.A., in pisciculture. He has at present ftarted a regia- 
twed company under the name ot Pearl and Fiihery Co.' and haa 
begun his work at Chittagong. He has succ^wded in manufacturing 
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indtgttiiouft cod-liver oil out of a finh found in the Bay of Beu|ral. In 
tliene kard timcH Government will be able to tttari a new and pnititable 
concern either with his help or by finnncinir him or getting a scheme 
prepared by him. As far as I know, Mr. Xiram is prepannl to draa* a 
valuable scheme without ( barging any remuneration for it from Govern- 
ment. 

I hope, in view of the importance (»f this matter. Government will 
accept this resolution.’* 

Tha Hon^bla Nawib K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bthadur: Sir. I have 
every sympathy with«the object in view in these re**olutions. Fish is 
ccrit.inly an inijK^rtant artn le in the dietary of the |H^)ple of Bengal. 
The ({uestion of inijnoveinent of fiNherie^ whirh i«< of gieal im|H»r1an<e to 
t!o‘ firovince has been the Mil^jert matter of nireful investigation in the 
jMist, and there is a mush ejf literature availuhle «hi(di contains valuable 
intnrniation r»‘garfling Bengal fi^beneH. It is hardly necessar> to 
ie<apitulate the pant hiHtor\, uliich is well known to this Uoumv But 
f should like to mention here the comprehensive ie|M)rts on the subjeit 
by the late Sir K. (t. (lUpta, Mi. K. ('. I)e and Mr. Southwell, in which 
the various aspects of the lUohlem were fully dealt with. It is aN», well 
known that, us a measure of retrenchiiimit , the (invernment of Bengal, 
on tin* advice of tlo* Bengal Ketf em hiiieiit t’oiiimittee of 192i?, alsdished 
the Bengal Fislienes Department in Ifb,*'! Governrmmt, li*»wever, 
reeognised that a Fislo'nes Department was desirable, if funds were 
available to set it up on an et!i(uent basis. Breparation of a scheme for 
the purfmse was accordingly flirected. In hoivever, it was d<*cid«Ml, 

(nw iiig to finam iul i orisideratom , to po)»tpone the reconstitution of the 
Fisheries Department But it was ilirected (hat the ponsihilifies of the 
organisation of pisfimlture on a profitafde hasis should be cMimined. 

5-l'> p.m. 

The Direi'tor of Agriculture wdio was in charge of the Fisheries 
Department sime until its alKdition in IMlM, was enlrusted with 

the work of investigiition. Mr. Finlow, while on leave at made 

n(*ces.Har>» inquiries in the (ontinent and especially in ( Who-SIovakia 
aiul Flungary. where carp-breeding on a large scab* is carried out. He 
also visited Madras and »»ther (daces in India. A fiill and interesting 
re(K»rt has been recently received from Mr. Finlow (oi the poieiibility of 
rec»rganising the hisheries Department in Bengal. There is mt much 
valuable information contained in the report. copic>s of which haitc been 
sufiplied to the mewer and (r» other jeersems interf^sted in fishery develop- 
ment, that Mr. Finlow'i investigation can very well lie said to la* of th« 
nature of such investigation as is recommended in the resolution. If 
is, therefore, unnecessary to initiate fresh inveitigatiem into the matter 
But while Government fully recognise the desirability of deYeloping 

4 
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the industry' in Ben^^al, they are at present precluded by financial 
conditicms frciin inrurrinj^ ejfpenditure for this purpose. Until, therefore, 
financ ial cMjnditicuis improve, it should rest with the public and the local 
hoclicH Ut fake; the initiative in the matter. The report indicates the 
{•oMsible lines, such as carp culture and curing and canning industry, on 
which private enterprise could l)e directed and occupation could be 
found for hh/tdrahk youths. The provisions of the State-Aid to 
Industries Act might be utilised for the development of curing or can- 
ning industry on modern lines. 

In view of what I have stated, I hope my friend is convinced that it is 
not necessary tc» make any further investigation into the matter. I 
hope, (lieiefore. that lie will !)«• plc‘usecl to withdraw )iis resolution ; 
otherwise I mu'^t oppose it 

Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY; Sir, I beg leave of the House to with- 
draw my resolution. 

The motion of Mr. Saraf Kumar Roy was then, by leave of the 
(!ouncul, withdruw'ti. 

The following re.'^olution was railed but not nmved and therefore 
deemcul to have* becui withdrawn: — 

Baby KHETTER MOHAN RAY: “This ('oum-il recommends to 
the (Government tliat steps be taken by them to introduce fresh legisla- 
tion to amend the Bengal Tenanc'v Act, LSHb (VIII of 1HK6), in order 
to make the lamllords’ tec's payable by transferee within two years from 
the date of sale.” 


Amandmant of tba Bangal Tananoy Act. 

Tha Hoft’bla Sir PR0VA8H OHUNOER MITTER: Sir, I beg to 
submit that resolution-* .\«>s 4. 11, I’lf, dl, 42 and (>1 are more oi less 
identical, exeepting in a tew pattieu}ar>, and I would suggest that they 
lie discussed together 

Mr. PRESIDENT; What really is the |K)int? llo you mean to 
say that the den ision on one will apply to the others also or do you want 
them to lie discussed togethery 

Tha Hoit’bla Sir PROVABH CHUNOER MITTER: Nos. 4 and 11 
are identical ami No. too. excepting sub-clause 4, is also identical; 
when»as Nos. 42 and bl ask for the ap^Kuntnient of a committee; so they 
may perhaps be all discu-ssed together. 
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Hr* PRESIDENTS My difficulty h thif«: I cannot do anything 
which will undo the result of the luilloi. So 1 do not think it is poiMiible 
to group these resolutions to^jether. It would Im' liest for the present to 
diacuas resolution No. 4 only and the nitendiuk'^ movers of the rest can 
support it. • 


TN HOfl*blO Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs Sn. No U ia 

also an identical In view of the hallol ditliciiltx 1 that 

the decision of our aj)pl.v to others. 


Mauivi TAMIZUOOIN KHANS %sir. >o lai as resolution No. 4 
is coro’crued, as tht* Hon hle Sir Pnnush (’huiuler Mitter ha-* pointei] 
out, it i?* idcntoal \Mth N** 11 Hut ni\ fro'iid Maulvi Fuy.hilliih. in 
whose name No I NtiihiN. ahnent, tua\ 1 ha\e \otir pertnm.sion 

to move it " 

« 


Mr# PRESIDENT! N t--*. \on <an do HO a** )tnir own roHolvition. 

Miulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 hejyr to move that thin ('otiiicij 
recomuierid-* ti» the (iovrrnttjcnt that rail\ sti-pH he taken to further amend 
the Henjral Teiianr \ A( t 

il) h> f epealiiiy- tlo- pfovimon H‘j,MiitlinK' lundhod s ttarisfer fee; 

«’J) by repoalin^ tio- proMmnii re^'-ardinir pre-emption; 

<d) h\ ri'pe;ilin;r tin- provjHiou lejrarduijT enliancement of rent. 

This resolution ruinc*** a question of vital importarif e to the country in 
general and the agri» uiturist chiHM's in purticiilar. AgriculturiNt.-^ are 
the life and s<iiil of Hcnga] atid whate>«-r ccuuiuceH to their welfare cannot 
Hut he fraught witli jKissilolities for the gotul of the Hrovinre. Hut in 
this land of anomalies these indi-peiisahle classes, the sole [irrMlmeis of 
the country’s wealth, ha>e always been kept down in a .state of serfilom 
and exploited almo.st out of existence ••veil by pfH»ple who pass oft for 
•ardent patriots and pioiess the piofoundest love tor the land of their 
liirih. These patriots who have fa^en placed in a ih)si!;oii of vantage as 
the result of (-ertain fortuitous cirruinstaio es are to my mind too shtewd 
not to nee through the hidlowness T their lip-profi^sion#». Thin renolu- 
tion will lie an acid test of their patriotism. 

Every one in this Houne knows that in the year there was a very 
extensive amendment of (he Hengal Tenancy Act of IHHTi. The Ak 4 con- 
tained ftcoreis of anomaliei« and iairharous pro\isiomi. and those in whotie 
hands the dentinien of (he people of this Hroviroe are placed, fek com- 
pelleil to take steps for an improvement of the siruation. ffigh hopes 
were raiJied that the long night of the Hengal tenants* grief wm iiWut 
to dawn and the nightmare of legislative oppreuMton wa« at going 
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to exorcised. But thanks to the excellent combination of hypocrisy 
and selfish ncHH the whole process proved to he a huge dec^eption and in 
many respec*!?* new iiiKtruiiients of oppression were placed on the statute 
l>ook. The provisions as to landlonrs transfer fee and salami under 
sections iitif' and 1) and 48H of the anieiided Act are sonfe of the addi- 
tir»nal halters round the neck of the already gasping Bengal raiyat. I 
do not say that it was a thing altogether unknown in the land. The 
evil w’as there lurking under the shadowy wings of the demon of custom. 
From that position it was incapable of doing harm to the alert. But 
the aniending Act of brought it out to light from its shadow'v 

existence, infused new’ vigour into its synteni and provided it with addi- 
tional clauses equally effective to molest lK)th the unitary and the alert. 

It was enacted that a.s smm as there is a transfer of a holding t?tt 
per cent, of tl»e purcha.se money plus certain e.\orbitant costs for transinis- 
si(m must be paid down Wfore the instrument r>f transfer can be registei- 
e<l, ('an any man who has the slightest sense of justice in him suppoil 
a tiling like this!’' What for is the landlord to )>e entitled to this 
exaction!' And just look at the mon.strosity of the whole thing. As 
soon as there are U successive transfers of a holding the landlord get> 
JIM) per lent, of the purchase mone> , /.c., the full firice of the holding 
and yet the right endures for his benefit and that of his successors for 
all time to <ome. .\n\ coiintrN l>ut India would have been shocked at 
(he very idea of a thing like (his and its peojde would rather have laid 
down their lives before submitting to such an oppression. 

Tliere are some again who xvould fain support it on tin* plea that 
landlords were enjoying this privilege b\ i iisttmi There l un hardly 
be a weaker argument than this. On a ground like this all the evils 
(he world has outgrown ran he sujiported. You can on thi.s plea sup- 
port with far greater iogency the world-old institution of “slavery, ’’ 
the institutimis of “ji/f/cc,” and “human sncriHce” or for the matter 
of that, the custom of “uiitouchahility’*. If a thing is an evil in 
itself, it is futile to argue that it lias eiidureil for a long time. I hope 
that argument will not Ik* re]>eated on the tl(M»r of thin nou*ie. But if 
those who are in the enjoyment ot this iniquitou> privilege and those 
whost* interest it is to sail with (hem in the same Umt are bent upon 
playing (ho Shylork, no logic on earth w ill he able to convince them. 

Then what uUiut the provision for salami eml>odied in section 48H 
of the Act^ Under that section a similar landlord’s fin* called “inhiiw’* 
has to l»e paid even in the case of a lessee to an under-raigrtf, if it in for 
a terttt exceeding 12 years, and yet the under-rojgifV interest thus 
createtl at enormous cost is not to he a protected interest under section 
ItJO of the Act and is liable to he annulled if the superior rmyaft interest 
happens to he sold at a sale in execution of a dei ree for rent. Apart 
from its inherent injustice this provision for salami in the case of a 
lessee lias not even the flimsy support of custom. There was no cuttom 
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aii3ridb^r« in th« province almut the payment of taJiimi to the limiUor<J 
in ilie cMse of a leaee; ko thisi provision stanfU condemnetl from every 
point of view. 

Intimately assoriated with thi«« evil ot latulhmU* f«'e and mtitmi ie 
the more obnoxious evil of pre-emjition. This provision is a death 
blow to freedom of transfer and has served t4« reduce the raiyat to the 
position of a serf, not t«» speak of the loss of revenue that it has \mm 
rausinfr to the tioverninent on account of the lonsequent disc(mraj;e- 
liient of transfer <d lididinjr*. There is a loud cr> in the count i> for 
jKiliti<‘al freedom but \erv few people seem to realist* that political 
freedom cannot ((>me*at b‘a*»t in a tlemot ratio bum as bm^r as this feudal 
slavery continues Witli uliat fa< <* can >»‘U ask pet»f>le in Inn^r enjoy- 
ment (»f p(diti<al ii^lits ami ptivile^'cs to them Up to you while 

you, yourselves, an* not lari:t*)iearted emniitrh to emam ipate thost* who 
form the biwkbone of your <ountr\ and on wh«»m \ou tb*jM*ntl for ytiur 
very existemey Hut, Sir. I am pcihaps j»ointr to dij»iesK from !l e joint 
at issue. 

I At p.m. tho (’oumii vwis i.djtmined for pia\ei ami leoissem- 

bled at b-Ib p.m ) * 


Mauivi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: The last item m the rcstdution is 
the wide jiowt'r vri'cn to the bimllortls to enhance the rentn of their 
tenants. This is another )/lanii).r iiistaiue of the unjust and onc-sidwl 
provisotiis (if the Teiiancv Act The laiollor*! has his revenue fixed 
ill perpeiuitN ; l)ut he miisi he trneii the luxury of multiplying his 
^iins almost town unlimited extent at the cost of his starving tenants ( !) 
The in^'eiuous landlord will pitdatblx advance iii^rutiieiifs e\en in 
favour td a palpably unjust (ito\ision like this and one t un be sure that 
sm )i urirumeiits, irres|MH ti\e of their loiru , will not tail on deaf <M»rs in a 
House like this. Hut is it leally 'oo late to mendy Cun we not, in the 
interest of tiie «<mntr\ we all profess to love, rise ecjual t<» the oi’iasion 
and (’oiK’ede to the Heiijral nnyaf not any privilejre or undue ad\ intake, 
but what, acionlin^r to the immutable canon« of justice, is his just 
ri^rbl. and without which it will be impossible for him to raise In* liead 
aa a fn^ human bein^f and to play the honoiirable role we an all 
expe<'tinK him to [day under a new rejrliiie on the threshobl of which 
We are stanclijijif UMluy^ A {>ios|»enius and contented [H*asntitr\ meunn 
a prosperous Hen^iral and how lan the [peasant Iw* expected to improve 
his lot with the boiida^re of ittlnmi, the presumption and perjadual 
enhancement of rent round his ne<kJ' I nexer mean that these ^ire th« 
cmly ills to whiih he is subjeiH. He has a hundred and one other trriev- 
nncee with which we are not a? f*rei*ent concerned. Many of those 
grievances depend u|K>n factors largely lieyond our control but the 
legislative shackles under the Heiigal Tenancy Act that bind him hand 
and foot ore fully within our powers to undo, and it we ant eyen a hit 
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sincere in our tall talk about self-government, democracy and nation- 
alism, it lihould be our immediate duty to remove them from 
the statute lKK)k. AVe should only remember that justice is bound to 
prevail in tlie long run and if those, in whose hands justice lies to>day, 
are indifferent, or, what in worse, unfair, the disturbance in equillibrium 
that has l)een created is sure to be composed by the natural world forces 
working steadily, if slowly, towards that end, in spite of all your make- 
shifts and legislative bulwarks futilely arrayed against that surging 
tide. I hojie that even those in tlii'i Uoiise who are thinking that this 
resolution is again*'! their interest will realise tftnt it aims not only at 
tlie good (d the tenunfh hut aKd at their ultimate welfare and the romiiion 
welfare (d all, and will give their unstinted support to it. 

;V4r) p.m. 

Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaoimhazar: Sir. I rise 

to oppose this iU(dioii. This suhjef t had hetui discusNeil tfireudhare in 
this House on many previous oc(aHi«uis, specially during the controversy 
regarding (he Itengal Teiiuncv A mend men f Act of 1028, when Re(‘tions 
2t)A to 2bl were ificorporated in the Act. These sections which provide 
for the landlords’ right of [ue-emption an<l the right of transfer fee, were 
consequential upon the granting <d the right of transferability to the 
occupancy holdings. Previous to these nmemlments the occupancy 
tenant.s had a doubtful right of transferring their lands, and the tran.s- 
feree had to secure rec(»guition of his purchase by going to (he landlord 
immediately after the .sale, or at a lat<*r perioil and paying him a sahimt 
and arrears of rent due fifuii the old tenant. The system did not work 
well, inasmuch as the aimuint of the mhivu was m)t fixed and the land- 
lord might he unwilling* to u<'<*ep( the transferee as tenant, resulting in 
much litigation. Hence the need was felt of granting the right of 
transfer to the <h‘( uiuiucn tenants. Hut at the same time the rights and 
privileges of the landlord and tlie g^eiiernl welfare of the agricultural 
c'ornriiuuity hud to be safegunr<led Hence (be iirrangement of 1928 
which was (b'signed to meet both tlicsj* |Mont> of view. Under the old 
law the landlord luul two alternative ('our*'e'< open to him in the case 
of a transfer "f land, namely, the receipt of sdlami which varied consi- 
derable . or tin* option of ejectment suits against undesirable tenants. 
Instead of (he iKthnni, we have now a unifi>rm rate of tran.sfer ft*e fixed 
h\ the law at a certain pn>portion ot the c<uisideration money 
whif’h was admittedly l»elow the average rate realise<l bv the 
laiullords previou.sly a.s .m/a an. Instead of the old practice of 
ejiM-tment suits, we have now got in the Act the right i > pre- 
emption I or better post-emption) by the landlords, which is certainly a 
fairer and more «([uitahle substitute to the older one. It should be 
reincmliered (liwt these Amendment Acts did not grant the landlords 
any right which had n<it existeil before. On the other hand the 
right had been considerably curtailesl. The Tamindart 
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did BOt grudge them. Then, again, the law pit^rides adequately 
againat any ptmible miauRe of the right to pre-emption. The 
reetrietion of time and procedure by which this right ha<« l>eeii hedged 
round in the Act will not allow any |K)RRible ini»u»e. 

Sir, it has Seen feared that due to the right of pre-emption all landR 
will pass into the hands of small landlordR in the village, llul I anti- 
cipate danger from another tjuarter. 1 mean the danger of agricultural 
land passing from the hands of the p<H»r peasantry into the hatids of 
a non-agricultural inoiwv -lending I'lasH. It was the considered opinion 
of Sir John Kerr’s ('ommittee in that “apart from the question of 
the transfer fee, tin* laiullord is entitle<l to object to an undesirable 
tenant l>eing forceil on him as a tenant, while it is dearly not in the 
interest of the agricultural communit> that oc< upini« \ holdings should 
be L)ught up l>y iiiouev -lenders and non-agtn ulturists and settled on a 
rack-rent wijh cultivating tenants who woubi be mere teiiants-at-w ill”. 
It is a serious danger to tlie rural ecMinoniy of the country if lier agri- 
cultural lands are permitted to pass into the hands of a periiiiineni non- 
agricultural luonev-lending <dass. It is the uuntudarf with their rights 
who stand in the way. And s«Ttioii*» 2<»A to V?tiK (d the ll<*nga) reniincv 
Act of H)2S are likely to l^epd this »ianger and will ohvmie the neies- 
sity of liaving [<und Alienation Aits on the model of the Puniah, piissejl 
in Bengal. 

The tfiird purl of the motion refers to a repeal of flo- nmvisinn 
legaithng tuiliam finent of rents touching se<!ioiis ‘.’7 to dT ol the 
Act, hut does not touch thosf provisions relatiiig to the reduction of 
rent Tills is an iin|M»sHihle inotimi. iimsmiidi as if piohihits anv future 
enhancement of rent e\cii if circum.siaiires change nml heroine favour- 
aide This in tantamount to another permanent settlement at a time 
when older and the long“'‘tainlini: one h Iwing attado'd 

Sir, in cuiidusion I like to Ha> that this is a radical mensiije. desii/ned 
to introduce revolutionar> changes in the tenancy system of Bengal 
This is not a just measure, not only l>ecause it touches the rights of the 
hut primarily heeaus*’ it is likely to he an entering-wedge 
to f linos and all eonfiHentory legislation, hven in itself this is likely 
to revolutionise the rural ei-onomv of Bengal. The rights ff» transfer 
fee. pre-emption and the eiiharn'emeiit of rent are hut natural corollaries 
to the fundamental maxim that the landlords are the real owners of 
the land; in their strength and weakness, in their prosj>eritv and decay 
is bound up the weal and ww of the rmyntf. T do not think this House 
likes to stand committed to a principle ns revolutionary as this.* 


Klmi EalMNlttr MUHAMMAD AiOUL MOMINs Sir, I rise to give 
my most emphatic’ support to the resolution wldch has baen moved by 
my friend Manivi Tamixuddin Khan. In doing so. I should like 
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to take the Houw? back to the historj’ of the legiHlatiou on the three ques. 
iions involved in thii) retiolution. The Maharaja of Kasimbazai* has 
referred to the exirttiug Tenancy Act, which was passed as recently as 
1928; I may remind him that even at that time and long before, the 
tenants ail <jver Bengal had been strenuously opf>osing ithe provisions 
a» regards landlord’s fee, and the right of pre-emption, which have 
been incorponited in tlie present Ad. How that Act was passed is 
perhaps well knrjwn to ino.^l ineiiihers of tliij^ House. I should like to 
remind (l>e Hon’lde Member in charge of the iteveniie Departmer^f who 
pih»ted the lii^t Teruiiicy Hill, that the teiianft in a body were then 
opposed to tliese oljiioxious pruvisions in that Bill, l)iit they coul<1 not 
succeetl in their |>rotest lie<au>e (lieir representatives were not in a 
majority in the then ('ouncil ami those who were expected to sufiport 
their cuuse deserted them at the last moment and went over to the other 
side. Sime (hen, the landlord's lee has become a source of great discon- 
tent to (he tenants, The rtinfats have all along been against*it, and .since 
the incorporation of this provision^ in the present Ad. they have c(uue to 
resent it. I heli(‘ve this is known to (fovernment, if they at all care for 
the feelings of the tenants of this (‘ounlry. It is an indisputable fact 
that there is a very large amount of dissatisfaction against the.se jirovi- 
sions amongst the tenants, who not only form the hacklM)ne of the 
(country hut who also constitute 8(1 j>er cent of the population. 

Wherever we go, we meet with organizations of tenants — uf find 
ftraja parties and krishak xamttu'.s^ whose main aim is to improve the lot 
of the peasantry by the annulment of these provisions in the Act 

Sir, 1 do not wisli at the present moment g«» into tin* me^iN or 
demerits of tfiese three particular items. I shall, however, with your 
permission . («»iich generally up<»n the three p«dnts raised by the Maiiaraja 
of Kassimimzar. He has assumed, to liegin with, that the zaminthtrt 
were (lie real owners of the land —a proposition from which T strongly 
dissent. He has cited the Tenancy Act «>f the 8(Vs of the last 
century, hut 1 woubl rei|uest him to go beyond that year to a period 
prior to ITlbl. and ask him whether lamlb»rds were the real proprietors 
of the laud. Any one who knows anything alMort tlie land-teirure 
system of Bengal cannot deny the far t that prior to that date the farmers 
were the real pnrprietors of the lam!. This position of the landlord 
cK-fi-f’M the tenant was sudtlenly r hungwl hv (*ne stroke of the j>en for 
the convenjence of a third party. It does not lie in the mouth of the 
landlords to rejieat in season and out of season that they were tie real 
owners^ of the jmuI, ami that the tenants existed nt their pleasure and 
sweet will. 

Then, again, he said that the t»cruptinry right wa.s not transferable. 
There, again, I diissent fmin his pnqiosition. The Tenancy Act c*f 1885 
does not i^vntain any provision as regards this question : it is silent on 
the It does not say whether the occupancy right was transferabla 
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or »ot. It left the quet»tiou open. rUimately^ it wan recommended 
by the High Court that the law should be made more definite ia this 
respect. If we were to refer to custom, I might say without fear of 
contradiction that the custom in Bengal has been in favour of the 
transferability of occupancy rights. I might go further and say that 
the custom of extorting sahimt from the temints is of comparatively 
recent grt»wth. The utmituhrs refused to I'ecognise Oie tran'iferce, and 
the tenants had t<> pay sitlami without which theo/n/o.* or oflicialH of the 
zamimlars would not reisignise them as tenants. That is how this 
question of Mtlaini uirue into being. If. as I say. the rtutfiitx are 
the real owners arol prn|)netors (d the Noil, can the landlords realise a 
siilaint of '20 per cent, \\hen they themselves <1(> n<»t pay anything to 
(fovernment wlien their own :o/oinr/ifri/ is transferreil ? Kven if they 
have a right to suhitni, is it nuHd and proper that so nuK h as p* r l ent. 
should go out of the < (UCHideration-moiiey ^ What is (he effect o*^ (his^ 
If u nuiftit wants to sell hi** luiol, and if the proper price of the land is 
Us. he has got to jiay IN d(l out (d this sum. aiul he gets t>nly 

Us. Ititl. Not e\en that ! I here are lots (d harassing prmisious in the 
A<‘t according to which he is deprned of large amounts id mot»e\ at a 
time he wants most of it* Then, there is (he risk attendant on the 
right of re-pnr< base of the land w hn h again is a provision unheard <d 
ill ari\ part (d the wnrld. \\ hy slmuld the lanillord have the right of 
te-puichasing the laiol. if the tenant chooses to sell his land to .\ . B or 
(’y If a hn»ther, say, a joint owner of a zttinnuhtry property, sells hiii 
land to another, the pun has<*r cannot Ik* kept t»ut on the ground of his 
being an undesirahle person by (ioveriimeiit. Why then should the 
lundlor*! have this right 

It IS a fashmn, Sir, among the ztnuttuliirn to shed cr«»codtle tears for 
the ratytiifi us regar*U their right to sell their bitMl*, that they are im- 
provident and their lands pasn to imthajnn^ . I think, Sir, the sauM^ 
argument mu> be used against tlie ziimttuhtrM. t tbl zitmintliin an* gra- 
dually losing their zinmtulfinrs, and sui h jiroperties are juisning into the 
hfind.s of new zninitulnrM. (iovernnieiit are not taking any stepit to 
prevent such passing of old zaminthinet into the hands of 
The tenants do not appreciate this so-called solicitude for them on the 
part of the znmimInrM. 

6 p.m. 

Alrout the enhancement of rents there is the provision in the Act, 
as the Maharaja has said, by wdiich the rates of rent can be enlfanciKl; 
there is a provision by which the rents can also lie reduced ; but the rent of 
the miyat can W redur^ed only on the gn»und of loss of ferttlitv The 
rmyat*$ rent can be enhanced on the ground of rise in prices of food- 
ituffi. If the landlord has a right of enhancing the rent of the tenants 
heeauae priciw of foo<l crops have gone up. is it not logical aitil einiifahle 
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that the tenuwtH should have a right of reduction of their rente when 
(he prices of food crops go down?' This year we all know the present 
economic condition of the country; the price of the staple food crops, 
such us paddy, has gone down by 50 per cent, of what is was befoie ! 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Twenty-five per cent. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: My friend says 25 
per cent, and I believe it is so. If this is so, •does any Act give the 
tenant the right of applying for reduction of rent because the price of 
food-stuffs has gone down?^ If I may be allowed to* use a simile: whatus 
sauce for the gander is not sauce for the goose. If the landlord has the 
right to enhance rents because the price of food crops has gone up, then 
it is just and fair that the ratyatn should have the riglit of reduction of 
rent when prices have gone down. • 


Rai Bahadur 8ATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Government does not 
redu<’e the revenue, 

• 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: That i. u larger 
question. The Hoii’id<* Member in charge of Ueveiine may say that this 
is a thing on wl»ieh it i.s the duty of a non-othrial memlier to bring a 
Hill. I leiiiembe!. while voting f»>r the lamllords' f«M* in the (’ouncil 
wlien the Ae| mjis pussed III 1J128. that I said that tin** |•In\is|(»n would 
be repi'aled Nei v -oon and an offieial metnlHT asked me “uho going 
to do that?'” ( said that I would do that. That -I years ag<». 

That hoiioui has not fallen on me. Hut, it is the dut\ «d Government, 
who are the pioteetois fif tlie people, to take into a' eount the feeling of 
the I’ultivators and iiiaxiHes and t«» lake motion to ii*lie\e tloon of the 
disadvantages uiuler whi<h they are labouring ami also to try to remove 
(be great dissutisfuition which at th»' present moment exists among 
the cultivating classes all over tlie province, (iovernment should not 
ask a noii-officiaj member to bring up “ueb a Hill. 1 bold it is the duty 
of tlie Governiiieiit tbeinselves, who are the protei tors of the peofile and 
who really represent the large.st community, to gt> aliead and remove 
the grievances which, 1 do not think anylsidy lan dispute, do exist at 
the present moment. 1 do not wish to go into the merits of this question 
because there will lie another m'cnsion when we shall lie able to deal 
with it more in detail. Hut I say most emphatically that the feelings 
in the mttfassol against thest* provisions are very strong. Whenever 
we gt> to mttfasml the ratyats come forward and ask what the members 
of the Council are doing if they cannot remove these disabilities under 
which they are labouring and T think if Government make inquiries 
fhmnglvtheir own men. they will supfairt me in what I have said. 
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Mr. tARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, I riae to oppose this resolution. 1 
submit that iu all fairness to landlords, the provisions of the law, 
referred to by the mover, oug^ht to remain in the Statute Book. 

It must bj admitted that for the security and stability of public 
nvenue, zarnitidars have been made responsible by the Government for 
the punctual i>ayment of their dues. It is a serious responsibility for 
the zaminJar. To discharge it, he mu.st keep projwr vigilance over the 
jrt*rsoniiel of his tenantry, upon whi< h he hus to depend greatlv fo» the 
timely realisation of hi«rent.s. He must see that no undesiral»le persons 
«« ( upy his land*.. That is the fundamental reason why he is given the 
right to refuse to retf»giiise an undesirable transferee (»f iiu nccu|>ancy 
holding. So long as tlie zn nitmlar is held responsible for the punctual 
payment of land revenue to (Jc^vernment, 1 think he must be allowed 
the facilities for collection of rents. Necessarily, he must have the 
litrlit t(» refine to rerogni-e an umlesirable person as hi.s tenant. 

It was b\ a compromise, if I may say so, witli the tenants* [Utrty 
that the provisions for payment of the landlords* transfer fees and for 
tile landlords' rigivt for pre-emption were inserted into tin* Bengal 
Tenam y Anieuilmcnt At t , and occupancy Inddings w'ere declared 

f T iii’.ferahle without tfie landlord’s consent. 

LandlonU arc alread\ feeling the «‘vtl eftVf t of this cliunge in the law. 
Iitdi'(Timinute transfers of occupancy holdings and their subdivision 
into numerous iinei onomic small pan eds <»f land, are stemlily o » the 
iDMeaM*. The landlord’s diffieultoN ha%e thereby incrc*ased immensely. 

He has m»\\ t«» m.'iintain a larger numl>er of accounts in his rent-roll 
than before 

He has lo admit to tenaio , manv undesirable persjuis, fnifUtUil 
i»natils, ri( h and di*‘honest speculatc»rs from whom he experi- 

ences great diffifulty in realising rents and his collection churgen have 
tliereby been me teased. 

His ilitliculty in reulismg arrears of rent from the defaulters by suit 
has now l>ecome greater than before. 

The ecimoHiie worth of his estate has also materially deteriorated. 

Having regard to the gravity am! magnitude of the diffieulties 
involved and the loss a landlord suffers, I siihmit the compensation 
which the law provides for him is utterly insufficient. 

The right of pre-emption is a cor*dlnrv to the right to refuse Irj^ecog- 
nise an undesirable transferee as ii tenant. This right must be 
inainiained for the landlord, so long as you allow the transferability of 
an occupancy holding against his will. 

In despatch No. f», dated the 21st Mafth, IA82, from the Oovem- 
oient of India to the Ke<'retiiry of State for India, it was clearly st«te<l 
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that *‘tha laucllonl ih fully entitled U> choose his tenant in all cases of 
transfers, and that rij^ht of pre-emption will sufficiently enable him to 
guard hi« interestH in this respect*’. 

Under the present law, the landlord has no right to eject an undesir- 
able tran>feree of an occui>ancy holding and obtain Uuu possession of 
(he holding transferred. The right ol pre-emption has been substituted 
for this right to eject, wdiif h tlie landlord formerly enjoyed. Its exercise 
is rather an advantage to the purchaser. He get.s his money had; with 
an additional JO fier cent, as coiii|>ensation, H'heiens formerly, up<»n 
ejectment, he could get jif»t)iing. tin the ('ontrary. he wtmld liuvv been 
saddled witli the costs of the ejectment suit. • 

In the next place, t}»e e.\i.slenc(* <0 this right ot pre-emption is a 
check upon ccdlusive understatcuneut of the actual sab* price in tlie sale 
deed. It is nc»t uncommon that dishonest purc hasers and sellers collude 
togetlier and pul a lc>\ver value in the sale cleed tlian the actual considera- 
tion mcuiey paid. And, by the uay, I may numtioii ihiit the insertion 
of a lowc*r value in the sale cleed also c auses great loss of public rev(‘nue 
from HtainpH. 

Under the* present law, the corrc*ctness the statement of Nulue in 
the deed of sale c'annot be* <|U«*st toned. It must be acc-e])ted by th** land- 
lord without c|uc*stion. His curly remedy, therefore*, lies in exerc ising tho 
right of pre-emption. This right, therefore, is indisponsiibb« for the 
landlord. 

H by legislation, you want* to deprive him of this nglit, voii must 
restore to him the right to ejec't an undesirable tenant, wbieli he formerly 
possessed; cUlo'rwise. c*venttially, he will fail to <liMhatg»* his cddigaticui 
to tire Government. 

I am afraid, the effec t of repiMilriig the first two provisions of the law 
referred to in the* resolution, would be to deprive tire landlord even ot 
the inaebsjuate compenHation whic h the law pnivides for him for bis los.s 
and iiMMurvenience, .More<»ver, if will remove the only feeble check tliat 
now exists. ui>on the other e\ib that follow ujron then wake, us I hiive 
jKjinted out. 

Their oinmissioa from the .Siutule Ibsjk will encourage further indrs- 
rriiuinate transfers and su!>divisic»ns of occupancy holding.s. The conse- 
(pience will prc»ve disjistrous to the landlords. Their jKxsition ir the 
country will be uron> and more miserable. They will fail to realise 
rents regularly and I am afraid they will ultimately fail to discharge 
their heavy but primary res|Kinsibility to the (iovernment. In all prol»- 
ahility the administration will also suffer. 

Henc'e I subntit. that it is highly inexpedient to repeal these prc»vi- 
sions of the law. which provide for the only remedy left to the l.trdlord 
for safeguarding not only his own interests but also those of the 
Gevem^uent. 
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Sir, I now turn to the propojml for repeal inf? the provision for 
enhancement of rent. 

It is an old controversy, more than half a century old. I do not like 
t.» enter into the details. I will only ask you to recollect that at the 
time when th% Permanent Settlement of land revenue in Renpul was 
made, nearly one-third of the country was unprt»ductive waste, consist* 
injf of jungles and marshes. The economic worth of an estate wns j>oor. 
The revenue assessed therwn was exceedingly higli. It consisted of 90 
per cent, of the highest^nssets of the e.state, inclusive of all ahwahA then 
eollected. .\t that time, it was a serious risk to accept settlement under 
the regulation. To fulfil their ohlij^mtions umler the terms of the 
regulation, the owners of many of the original estates were shortly 
ruined. Those who succeeded them, exerted their utmost for the im- 
provement (»f tlieir luruL. They spent huge sums monev loi the 
I'urfyose. They uiuleitook iisks in the expectation that when the country 
%\ill settle (fown l»y the hles>ings of giMid (Jovernment, they wjiuld he 
permitted to enjoy their fair ''hare td the resulting ecrmomit' prosperity 
which will then aci rue to their lamls. That was the tmly means wl erehy 
tliey »ould rec<uip the h«ss they had previfuisly suffered. Their r«|iht to 
j! cannot, and (Oiirlit init i^ov to he ignored. 

Once \ou adiint that thev have contrihuted towards tin* economic 
dcveh»funent and the ultimate pn>s|»erity of the country, <an Nou, in 
all fainic'o t** them, refuso them their «lue share »f the henefit derived 
tleiefnim ' 

In tin* (onioMtion. I must tell yoti that they have hardly e» joyed 
a fan slonc of the henefit durinrr the first ceiitur\ affei the Settlement. 
Hut throughout that period, the\ ha\e home ungrtidginglv the entire 
burden ‘d meeting the puhltr resenue, according to the strict pr' visions 
ot tlie '*uji-*et-law. newly intrcxluced hy the (’oiintil, 

Then, again, the rati* of eiilniiicement is limited to 12} per cent, of 
the exiNtintr rent An enhancement is only to he allowed after tt pericnl 
• d h') years and that, toii, iiisui a i lear proof of increase in the value o! 
the staple f<sid crops and improvement of the lands. 

I am informed that this rate of enhancement is less than that which 
tiovernmeiit iiujwxses upon the existing rents of rnnfdttrart holdings in 
other provinces of India. It is also •nsignificunt in r^impartHoii with 
the rate of increment of revenue which the (Jovernment is irriKniing 
even in this province, upon the existing revenue of temporary-settled 
estates. 

« 

IasIIv, I must bring to your notice that like (he landlord's right t<» 
claim an enhancement of rent, the tenants have aliw) l>een given the tight 
to claim a reduction of rent, if circunistances justify it, ftecrtioa flH of 
the Act clearly provide# for it. I think the tenant can get adequate 
relief under that provision of the law. He need not seek to have the 
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provision for enhancement of rent repealed. I, therefore, Hubmit that 
there is no justification for the prot>08ed change. 

With these words I oppose this resolution. 

G*15 p.in. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, I rise to oppose the resolution 
moved by my friend Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan. If the resolution is 
accepted, this will have the effect of introducing a dj astir and revolution- 
ary change in the laws regulating the relationftliip of the landlord and 
the tenant in the province. The hon’hle mover of the resolution wants 
to alK)h«h the payment of landlord’s fee on the transfer of raiyaU hold- 
ings and the right of pre-emption and the right of the landlords to 
enhance the rent.s of lioldings alt<»gether. Bui my friend has altcgether 
lost sight of llie fact that the provisions rcdating to landlord's fee and 
pre-emption nmtc arrived at during the last amendment rrf (he Bengal 
Tenancy Act li> way (d compromise lietwcen the landlorrls and the 
tenants, and these rights were coiikmUmI to the landl()r(K fftr their sur- 
rendering tloMr valued rights in inspect of the* transfc*r of hodhngs and 
conceding the* right (»f free* transfers to the tenants sulijec t lo tlie pay- 
im‘nt of tnirisjer and to tin* right cd jire-enijition. If we e\aiirne the 
law ndating to tninsfer. which obtained bcdorc‘ thc‘ uinendmcuif . it will 
be evident that the landlords were* made t(» surrender vctv xidued rights 
which they were enjtcying from time immemorial according to law and 
cuHiom and usage of the country. Before the amendment, under thc> 
law which was in force then, though pra< tice \aried in different localities, 
but generally stated, when a nttydt sold Ins holding, the landlord recog- 
nised the purchaser as his tcuiant <*n payment of a salami whieli was 
generally equivalent to 25 i>er cent. <»f the purchase money. Or when 
in rare cases, the landlord refused to n*(s>gnise the* jmre baser, he treated 
him as trespasser. 

Of the two alternatives open to landlords, that of .oi/cfimi, which used 
to vary uec'ording’ to the whims and caprice** of the landlords, has besen 
made fixed and a uiiifc»Tm rate <d nerror has be'en jirovidect. The 
pundiHSer no longer depends ujM»n the pleg[isure and sweet will of the 
landlord for his rec'ognition ; the landlord is iHuind to accept him as 
tenant as socm as the purchaser c-oniplies \uth thc> provisions of law. As 
regards the pre-emption, the rule pnevides a substitute for the other 
alternative, the option of ejectment suit which was then open to the land- 
lord. It is clear to the meanest intelligence that as a substitute, it is 
certainly fain^r and more cMi^uitalde '•ubstitute For. in cases of eject- 
ment, the purchaser lost or. at any rate, had tl»t* risk^ of losing both the 
lancl and the jiurchuse m«*ney, In^sides incur ting the liahilitie** of the 
c'ost of litigation uiict mesne prtdits, not to speak of the trsjuhles and 
anxiety during the |>eriod when the litigation was biding carried on. 
The reason which weigheej with the framers of the law for enacting ihe 
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provinon relating to post-emption is tumply this — that it will have the 
etffecl of keeping down the tendency of the puirhuser to pul a lower 
valne in sale deeds than the actual price in order to evade full payment 
of fi^iiwrwrm. The amount **et forth in the sale deetl woui<l not l><» ques. 
tionnhle in aij^v manner by the landlord. Hut if the>*e auttouatic chtH'ks 
were taken away, it was felt then that some provision vuniUl Ih» lus'enmirs' 
against nnder-vnluation in sale deeds. 

After the enactmenf of the provisions hy the last aiiieiidnoMit it has 
been seiMi that the provisions have workeil fairly. Then* is srarcely 
any case of post-empti?«n after the Iuwk have come into opi*ratioo. It 
will not lie out of phue to state here that some purcliaM*rs in order to 
avoid payment of tui:anina were tf> deseriln* fnNidv and fradulenfly 
the purchaH»*«i luddings IxMiig ro-f/or or kntmt, nnjinii »*r inifa*h. It 
is in *iome Huch rases that the lamllords hav«* taleri ^leps <o obtain 
remetlies against the.se traiohilent arts. 

The reHtnctioriH of time and procedure b\ ubirh the riirhtH of post- 
einptiou are hedged round are of great ini|>ortan< e ; be*<i»le*<. there is 
little umertainly in tlie proerdurr prt»vide<| hv the amendnieiit The 
landlord, if lie so denin s. must f*ile ai lion within a liimlrd *»pa« «♦ of 
time and proieduie involv»tl jn it kh as simplified n** p<i‘^‘*ible. It is rhuu 
to ever\ Isaly that it i** heyoiid the |M*cuniary capn<it\ of an\ landlord in 
every ca*a» or in many ra->es to reseat to the law of pre-em|ilion and to 
take |w>**Hessi«iii of landn Noid m hi- e<^fate, 1 hop«» that it will ’ e I'on- 
ceded that the landlord is <»ui<eriied to see that ohjei tnuinhle and un- 
desiralde tenants ma\ not he forced upon him against his \m 11 aid this 
is guarded against hy giving a right of pre-emption in every case of 
transfer 

The riglil of enhancing the leiil of a indiling has been en)oved by 
the landlord ever snne the relationship cif lancllords and tenants came 
into existence in thin country It ih an elementary principle juris- 
prudence and law of jiroperty that a man ovining and poss 4 M%*,jf,j^*^ land 
has a rigiit to huise it and is entitled to enltance the rent unless he lias 
contracted himself out of sue h right. \t prescoit the landlord has not 
the unrest ric tc’d |K»wer of enliaio einent : he cannot enhance the rent 
either out of court or in court, at hi'^ sweet will and pleasure. Ihider 
section of the Uengal Tenaio v Ai t he can enhance rent tc» the extent 
of two annas per rujiee. This must Iw* done by a written and registered 
wntract entered into l»etw**en the Icindlc^rd and tenant under certain 
c<mditions and limitations and within specified periods If he gca*s tc» 
the law courts, his jM»»'ers are restricted and hedged in hy tin* prccvi* 
sion* laid in sections ‘10 to 37. These prc»\iHions are. not hy any means, 
capable of l>eirig easily complied with hut are rather unnecessarily 
hamh and strict, and they are imjw»sed iipcui the right of enhancement 
io that a landlord may not Ice able to resort to law for enhancement at 
hit whim and pleasure. Over and alone iheiw* the ccotrl is nqt Wiutid 
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to gmut enhancement in every caae even if the provisions are complied 
with unless and until the court is satisfied beyond doubt that the 
enhancement will not cause hardship and that the land is capable of 
l)earing such enhancement. 

lly this resolution my friend seeks to carve out certain righte 0ut 
of the bundle of rights constituting property and vest them in the tei^hntB 
by the operation of law. He wants to do a good turn to the ridyait 
by depriving thi* landlords of their valuable rights. This is to say 
that the hon’lde mover is anxious to pay Paul by robbing Peter. These 
proposals, if accepted, will pro<luce catastrophic changes in the lii^w and 
will undermine the foundation upon which the e^noinic fabric hi the 
province stands. The consequences will he disastrous to the coul|try 
and the people. 

I would like to refer here to one more \>oint in this connection. V/% 
timl that average rent per acre in llengal where Permanent SettlemenF 
W’UH made, i.s about ll.s. 3-S, whereas the average rent per /jn//ui in other ; 
provinces is m(»re than three times the average rent that obtains in 
Bengal. Thus it is evident that the tenants in Bengal are far l>etter\ 
off in Bengal w’here IVrmanent Settlement prevails than his confreres in 
other j)arts of India In ’*pite (»f the powei v»*sted in the landlord by 
law to enhance rents, the lamllord scarcely dan* enhance rents against 
the c'omliined op|M)sition «*f the tenants ('omhination of tenants 

wliii’h they have learnt to ine when occasions arise, is far more effect- 
ive than any other checks piovided by law. For, if the tenants 
combine and withhold rents, the lamllord is at their mercy. In other 
provimes the (iovernmeiit maka periodical settlements and enhance 
rents. Here in Ihoigal, the landlords, who have tlie statutory right 
to enhance lent, cannot ieH<»if to legal mensuies lor ♦‘nhancemeiit 
against the will of (he tenants c*wing to the restrictions provided in 
law and also to the c'omhination of the tenants which is more effective 
than the statutory restrictions. Therefore we find in Bengal that 
tenants pay much less by wav c»f rent than the rents paid generally by 
(he tenants in other jiroviiic'es where I’ermanent Settlement does not 
obtain. It is said that though the landlord has been given right to 
enhance on the ground of rise in prices of staple food crops, the cor- 
reftjKiuding |>ower for decrease of rent has not been given to the tenanta. 
But (his is not the corret^t view of law. Section 38 empowers tenanU 
to ask the court to diminish the amount of rent on the ground of the 
fall in prices of staple food cr<q»s. 

With these words 1 ci»p|K>se the resolution. 

• 

Mmivl tYiO MAJID DAKtNs It is not for (he first time that we 
are cciealing with this i^uestton since we met in this House, and so far 
m this question is concerned, the arguments for and against it have 
been tjjreahed out on more than one occasion. The whole eituation 
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kaa kten rendered difficult by that miAcbieTous and misconceired piece 
of leglaUtion called the Bengal Tenancy Act, which has been rendered 
more miechievou# by the amendment of 1928, when provision for the 

I was made about the payment uf landlord's fee on the transfer 
ipauey holding, as also the iniquitous and injurious provision 
preemption. Sir, I do not know of any place in the world 
e right of pre-emption exists. It is only in this piece of 
I that this innovation was resorted to in order to beiieht the 
who, while not entitled to the advantages already given to 
re given these* further advantages by the enactment of 1928. 
e when all countries are marching on the road of progress, 
provision with regard to the tenants, made more inelastic 
actment of J9,*8, is kept intact and while all over the world 
of persona are lieing rcf'ognised more and more, here ir» this 
,nd of ours the rights of the teriiirits ore being deniwl more 
I am templed to descril»e the situation in the words of an 
vriter who suid tlml nt the time fd tlie French lU^vidution 
;ry wus as it uen* strelihed like an htrnldtr parchment 
wififHiiii which smouldered a lake of fire. This i.s exactly the position 
to which we are being led ui Hcngai. While the prices of coiiimoditie)i 
are falling lower and l«»wer. the rent remains fixetl. and if this state of 
things continued, the situatuui «nubl b«*<oiiie iiior»» and more luinplex 
until, I um afraid, tio* same situation that was experienced during the 
French Ilevolution wouUl aiise hole, ami the tenants would lie unahle to 
War the burden an\ longei . like tlie proverbial lust straw on the eameFs 
back. The situation that arose in Hussia niid other pliues will gradually 
come into existeioe here and tfie landlordn will some day find that they 
are walking on a dangerous tra<k I will lake the landlords at their 
own wonis. They (bum that the flmgal Tenan* \ t was enacted by 
a compromise, a** a roHiilt of which the Iniiisfer fees and wuiie other 
lienefits which might accrue from the provision of pre-emption were 
eeriired t«* iliem I would ask th»* landloid** h<o\ fai they ha\e been 
benefited, t^uestions after question** were asked in this House arul it 
wan elicited in the leplies that large |>oftioiis of transfer b*es had 
rcmainecl unremitted. 1 ha\e on past oceasioiis remarki'd in lliis House 
that the Bengal Tenamy Act has defrauded both landlords and tenants. 
It has defrauded the tenants by making compulsory the pay men t of 
iraiiifer fees and it has defrauded the landlords by itinkitig the provisions 
M> itttricate that the landlords will never get the transfer f«»es, which 
will some day l»e erwlited to the district Wmrds tinder the I^ocftl Self- 
Oovemment Act* , 

6-30 p,m. 

I would rather symjiathise with the landbirds when I find that tbey 
being deprived of the money which they ought to get under the 
Bengal Tenney Act. But, renlly tpenktag, we find that they gre nnt 

5 
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gsttioff it. I wottJd rather ask the landlords to come to a more 
Reasonable frame of mind and not to insist on a thing which they caimot 
get under tiie intricate and complex provisions of the Tenancy Act. 
It is impoHeible to realise the fees, but yet they are trying time after 
time in the vain hope that some day they would be aUe to get that 
amount. They are chasing the Jack o’luntern in this matter. They 
are living in a sort of paradise which is entirely their ow’n. I would 
therefore ask the landlords to come and assist us in repealing these 
provisions of the Tenuncv Act which have been objected to by every- 
body who has gr)t anything t4i say that inatterif ho far ns transfer feevi 
are concerned. 1 have been trdd in this House that the landlords are 
the owners of the soil and, therefore, as owners of the soil they are 
entitled to certain rights wdiich are being curtailed or taken away 
from them. Much ha.s l»een said in this House as to the proprietary 
rights of the landlords over the tenants. Many eminent persons have 
given a hist4iry of the zmmnarji system and the complicated system of 
rent. I would like to point out to the landlords that truly speaking 
they are not the owners of the sc»il. 1 do not like to repeat the familiar 
Marxian argument which was repeated on previous m cusions that you 
cannot be proprietors of the soil unless you, occupy the lands by sheer 
force. Hy gradual analysis you will certainly come to the position in 
which you w ill find that ownership of land means long oc( upution by 
violence. If you say that fiwnership was given to you by tiie Perma- 
nent Settlement by the British, 1 would like to point out that even the 
British themselves will find it ditlicult to prove that they hn\e got such 
ownership. Phey were merely the dtuumn under the kings of J)elln. 
If you go on III this way, you will not lie able to supjwirt your position. 
Therefore if vou make a claim as of right, you are particularly in a 
liad position You sa> of ( UHtom, but your « ustomary right must be of 
a very recent origin as (ompured with the lustonuiry right the tillers 
of the s<nl 'Die lights »»f the tillers of the s<»il date from time 
inimeiitonai , but \oiit right cannot go bai k mon* than 179d so that you 
are still on a ver\ wrong grouml if you say that your right to the land 
is customary. I wnuld further |w>iut «)ut in this coniiectiun that the 
right of pre-emption is foreign to the idea of real property. The right 
to real pn»perty presupposes the right of transfer. This right to 
transfer of proimrty has Wn recognise^l all over the world and even in 
a country like Knglaiid where proprietary right fftrms the ver\ basis of 
their laud system, \ou will find that the right of pn^miption is not in 
existeiu'c. 

As regards enhaiiiement of rent, one i>f m\ friends has ixiintiHl out 
that serti<ui .'i8 of the Act gives the tenant the right to reduce his rent 
just as the i»ther section gives the landlord the right of enhaacement. 
There is a g<M»d deal of difference between the two. Whereas |h« fight 
of the landlord is a statutory right, it works by itaelf and at the end of 
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15 fMtfv 5e is entitled under the Uw to enhance the rent, whaterer the 
anuMUit majr be, I do not mind. Of course my friend has said that the 
rate of enhancement is only 12i per cent.; 1 do not think he is right 
Only in the case of enhancement by contract that 12) per cent, is 
allowed. Hefe in se<''tion (18, we hud that the right in given only to 
the occupancy rmyat and he must prove that the fall of pri«‘e is not 
doe to a temporary cause. 

Prices of food and doth have fallen owing to a slump in the world 
trade. It is im{H>ssible»for the tenant to show' a penimnent fall. When 
it comes before the court, the court will consider whether it is due to a 
permanent cause or ft teiu|M»rar\ cause and the <'ourt will always say 
that it is a temporar) lause and not a permanent cause Therefore 1 
say that thei^e provisions of enhancement of rent are dilTerent in the 
case of landlords and the lenaiitH. In these days where there is a 
sudden fall ui prices, tlie tenant feels it and, therefore, rtHpiires prolw- 
tion — even if it is a temporary cause that pnaluces hardship on the 
Uinant, he is entitled to a rejlnction™~^und this is denied to him. This 
question has lM*en tlealt with very elalMUulely and 1 ho}M» the House 
will accept this res<»lution. 


Rii Bthatlur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: I nse strongly to 
oppose this resolution It i** an attempt to deprive the znrntmlnri of 
the small privilege thev enjoy uloler the Bengal Tenancy Act and for 
the matter of that ufolet the Perinanent Settlement I < anm>t admire 
the wimIoiii of the hon’ble iiooei in bringing forward a res<dution like 
this at a time wlien we ntv on tlie threshold id iioonentous i on^tituf lonal 
change**. Apart from tin*., it hardly reHe<*ts an\ <redit on the part of 
Maulvi Tamixuddni Khan in disturbing the harmony of this House b> 
raking up an (dd (juestion -a question which was discussed threadbare 
on the flfKir of this House in conne«tion with the amendment of the 
Bengal Tenancy A(t in l!f2H It passes ms comprehension as to what 
neccasity has arisen tliinng tins short spare of time to ask (iovernment 
to cml>ark upon a piere of legislation which is ( nlriilated to take awa\ 
the last vestige of the rights which (he landholding fomuiunity Iibh 
been enjoying for nearly half a century. 

When the iiengal Tenancy Amendment Bill was on the legislative 
anril, these and such other questions were fully discussed and the 
representatives of the landholders yielded on several sital points only 
to mesH the wishes of the tenants as refler terl thrvmgh their agents jn (he 
fdd Council, It was hy way of crimprotnise that the mimndart were 
conceded the provisions regarding landlords' transfer fees, preormptirin , 
eabMOMiteiit of rent, etc. 

Tbl nigumenU advanced by the mover of the resolution are hardly 
oonnneing. To me the whole of tho epoeeb which he delivered eeemed 
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to be a long piece of fum^^mtur — a glaring instance of fallacioiu 
reasoning. Both Mr. Tamiauddin Khan and Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Momin cant their nets very wide and wanted to drag in all manner of 
arguments within the meshea of tlieii sophistics. The time at our 
disposal hardly permits of a lengthy discussion of the points before the 
House, for I feel that justice cannot he done to them without a 
detailed treulineiit of the case with special reference to the laws on the 
subjei't. 

Sir, it is difficult to understand the mentalitf of those who in season 
and out of season seek to introcluce measures or call for the introduction 
of measures which are designed to revolutionise fhe tenancy system in 
this province and create unniMessarv ill-feeling between the zamtnJar 
and the tenant. 

It is all very well to ask (iovernineiit to introduce measures of this 
kind, hut before doing so the HUpporters of the res(dution should re<]ueat 
(Jovernnuuit to effect a corresponding reduction in the land revenue 
and cesses so us to he consistent with the principles which they 
enunciate with such insistenee But since that is not possible, 1 would 
riHjuest the mover to witlolniw the lesi^lution. I wonder if the 
residution has been brought f<»rward in view of the (oniing elections. 

If that is the case, then I have notliing U> Ha> ; rathei. I have full 

sympathy aith the ohje< ( and uspirutiouH of the mover and his 

supjMirter whom 1 \\<iuld lik'* t«» returned to thin i'oumil in future 

«de< turns. 

khaii Bihitfur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I a. mid onl\ reply to 
one point that han been laised l»\ m\ friend Hai Ihihadur Keshah 
( handra Banerji. It h perftMth true that a lenolution of this character 
IS not meant to la* contin«*d within tlo* tour corners of this House’, it is 
meant to go forth in the moist <d the tenants and landlords. But none 
in this side of the House has visaalined (or a moment the idea under- 
lying this lesolution. I Iwliexe. and 1 am ctmvin«ed, that other things 
are coming very soon, as they mu>t one day, ami whether they wmild 
revidiit ionise everything in their way 1 do not know, Imt I know this 
much, that they would bring alamt a mm hnlesired relief to (he millions 
who ai'f' working under the present system. 

fl-45 p.m. 

I ih not wish to take up much of your time, for I know very well 
that it will l»e futile to carry' on thi.s discussion much further. Sir, 
contniversialists have dis<’usse<l again and again the question whether 
the cultivators are the real proprietors of the soil, or the landlords nre 
the real proprietors of the soil, but this question has not been settled ns 
yet Btill I would ask once again, in spite of the arguments of my friend. 



B*i Chandra Banerji Bahadur, whathar he i^naidera it lair 

^li ^f At the time the Permanent Settlement was iniiiatad, the under- 
ftanding wa« that only slavery was to go to the tenants and enhance- 
ment of rent to the landlords only I Sir, what was the provision under 
which or by which the land revenue of the prtivince tame to be fined 
in perpetuity and the tenants would amlinue to pay enhance«i rent 
from year to year^ After all, if you are to pass a measure, let it be 
such as is in consonance with equity and justice. 

Sir, much has l>een said about the compromise. Not that oti this 
side of the House there were no leading movers in ronnw tion mith the 
Bengal Tenancy Am^mlnient Bill, but I can tell you that none of us 
were a party tt» the compromise measure, which was carried liehind our 
backs in the midst of a discussion «hich went on in a certain chainlwr 
in which we were not pre*eiit. But I must say here to (he rreilit of 
a roan who is now in jail. 1 mean Mr. .1 M. Sen (hipta, that he tried 
his l>est to Teduce the nulnnu to Ki per c'eiit. hut I'ould not suci ee<l ill 
view of the op|M»MtifUi (dlere«l by a ('crlaiii nunilM*r of members at the 
time; so that all the nduf that was given by this House to the tenants 
of Bengal vras a sahinn of only per cent, instead of per cent. 
Sir, this is the only relief that was given to the tenants of Bengal 
under the amended Tenancy .\ct To call it a mutter *»f icmipromise 
IS only a travesty of fa< ts, and to ccinfinue it much longer i« iiinply 
not t«* see the future, and I defiiiitelv repudiate the statement that 
there was anything in the nature of a c-omproimse. So far as this side 
of the II oUHc !•» concerned, hintorN will cdiow, aiol if my friend, the 
Hat Bahadur, in the niicUt of Iim inultifarmu** work, ha- the time and 
patience to g<« tc» the f'ouiHil labrary, he will see. that noJ cmly once 
but reiH*atedl> on the tU.r of the Ti*wn Hall dnisioii'c were railed by 
us. but we were not sinces^ful a- we are in a imriorily But we are 
perfc*c tl\ certain that sure ens will come to u- in the future It is at 
least open tc» us to change s<*me c»f the provisions, but w*hc*ther we shall 
be able lc» d<» so now or in the iininediate future is not known to any- 
bwly. But [ iiiUHt siiy that if the spirit (hat is animating us to.da> 
•tilt continues to animate us. we are sure to get this relief out of the 
zamimlan for the tenants, for the more the op|«>si!ion (he landlords 
offer to this measure (he surer bec*»iiies the chance of laving it piiSMul. 
The fate of this resolution is kmiwit to iis, but neve*! theless 1 must give 
my full supiMirt to if. Sir, you ma\ iic*t repeal (be pre-ernptioii or the 
Mt/ornt, but can any man honestly maiiitain that tl»e efibartcement 
provision should remain any longer? ^ 

Baton AMUtYAOHAN RAY: Sir. I clo fleet know' how to thank 
my hoti’ble friend Maulvt Tarnixuddttt Khan for bringing (his resol u 
tion. k^er since I enteretl this Oitinr il \eai after year, session aftei 
Mtitoii, I have been putting thia motion; but unfoiiunaitfly to 



«^nmoirs. [2i„ 

and nnfortunstoly to the people it has never come np. I a.m np^t 
to^y what I said before in one tenUnce before the hon’ble mem^ 
In the year 1928 in the sacred house of Town Hall a great sin was 
c<^itted, and that was the greatest crime that has ever been com- 
mitW in a House of Liberty from 1921 to 1932. By an unholy 
combination of the so-called self-styled proprietors of the soil, the 
creature of the Permanent Settlement — permanent folly of Lord 
Oomwallis— the ivarajut gentlemen under the banner of the Congress 
who at the time of election overflowed the land with fhe.tears of their 
eyes for the people and the then Ilon ble Member sitting on the 
Treasury Bench acting under the instructions of the Government— a 
time-server niaidiinery— the tenants of Bengal *were slaughtered by 
three cuts-cut of landlord’s fee. i ut of pre-emption and cost of trans- 
miMioii. If then 80 per cent, of the people, generally the Moslems 
and the depressed classes, had underst.Kxl their real position, the whole 
country iinmediiitely after the passing of the amending Act would have 
lieen electrified and the gentlemen who betrayed the confidence of the 
tenants to fill up the iiockets of the landed aristocracy would have lieen 
crucified. Time is not far off when the tenants will awake, arise, and 
throw the Bengal Tetiuncy Act, newer to retiirn, to the Bay of Bengal 
liy tearing it into pieces, by legislation and we are looking forward to 
a day when the "Bengal laindlords’ Act”— wrongly called the Tenancy 
.Vct--will have a decent burial underneath this Holy tniamlier. Then 
Sir, 111 the year 1929, Mr. .litendralal Batinerjee tried to revive them 
without any success hj tabling a resolution, as some repre-sentatives of 
the tenniits fled KK) miles off from this Council Chamber, leaving the 
tenants at the mercy of the Almighty who proved less miglitv to the 
tiiifrlitior ftin’t* of thi.H Ilou.ie. 


The Maharaja of Kasimbarur has said that the mmtruiar, are the 
proprietors of the soil. 1 do not deny that they labour under a 
tlelusion in thinking that they are the proprietors of the soil. Ut them 
remain i-ontent with that fcsdish and false idea. We do not grudge 
It; but u class of gentlemen iwrforniing the duties of tax-collectors 
having got nothing to do with the land or with its improvement ran’ 
never be owners of the soil. The people who are direc tly connected and 
mleresled m the land, have brought it under cultivation and made 
imprcivemeiits are undoubtedly the owner-s of it. The landlords had 
no right whatscwver to have any share in the inonev obtained by the 
tenant in transferring his land; but by Ic-gislation they were given the 
right to a thing to which they were not entitled. It has been said cm 
the flcMir c.f this House that the amending Act was the result of a 
compromise. The eemtending paHies were the and the 

tManta. ( ertainly the Hindu tenants had practically no representa- 
tion in the ( ouneil. The few who were voicing their feelings in 
lafour ihf tenaiiU fouglit Ui« bi^Ul^ with our Mtttliin brvllina; 
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hot lo«t it, being in a neglected minority in the Council m nt 
preoMit conetitnted. The Gongrees gnee their ticket to the nmntfutori 
at the time of election. Beaides, the zamindan under the Oongmee 
fold in the Council were the members mostly belonging to the iMHudled 
upper claeeea* having condicting interests with the tenants. The 
iniereete of these two classes of gentlemen, namely, the zamtmiatM and 
the so>called upper classes under a c<iiiimon political grcmp, namely, 
the Congress, were Inmnd together. Thus the same class of gentlemen 
having same intere-^t ^ivided themsidves — one pretending to be the 
representatives of the tenants and the other assuming (he character of 
the Indian Shylwks., llecause the depressetl classes and the Muslims 
were not in the Congress, the Congrt^s members in the Council 
apprehending that their piditical organisation wi*uM Ih< huneil under 
the soil, left the tenants Isuind hand and hn^t to the landlords by 
sailing in the same Ismt with l(ie lauded aristocnu y, ami shame indesil 
that the loud |>olitical ( rier'n of the countrv who do n<*t tiiid any reason 
with the oft-<jU(>te<l luireavn no v did not hesitate even for a moment to 
lend their supfmrt to the (tovernmeiit in (he interest (»f a handful 
zamuuiars. This is the rompnmiise ! 

• 

The landlords' transfer fee has ruined the tenants Imt has done no 
good to the landlords to the extent (hey expwted, The life and soul 
of the tenant is his land whiih he never parts with except in time of 
ndvenity. The value of (he land has gtme down by 75 per cent. Thera 
IS no buyer in the market, (iovernment revenue has fallen off 
uhnormally. The purchaser does not want to jMiy the ]and>irunsfer 
lee. It is paid out of the hy agreement. The whole burden of 

this mis<’hievous fee has fallen u|>on the land. The :esu)( is that the 
laml'transfer fee roupletl with the general economn depression of tha 
lountry has entirely paralysed the activities of the tenant in their frea 
transfers. 

The evil aspect of the land-transfer fee has not ended there. It 
should be re|>ettled without a moment's delay in the interest of the 
landlords themselves and (he (Iovernment. The payment of pro|>i»r 
transfer fenwi is very often evaded hy mis<les< ription of interesU. 

Sometime the toteoding seller brings a rent suit as plaintiff against 
the intending buyer making him a defendant and ultimately a 
§oleHa$na is filwl by lioth the parties admitting some iwirt of a jatrui 
iuitahle to their purpi^. Thousands and thousands of rupees fees 
are rotting in the collectormte, for to get the landlords' fee is to take 
one month's time: to withdraw a rupee ts to incur a cost of four The 
laad-trmiiffer fees to he paid at the time of registration of docmments 
traaslMTing occupancy holdings have thrown upon the Registration 
staff a targe amount of additional work of eonstdmhle msponeihillty 
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•ad oompleiity m ha« been said by the luspector-General of Hegistra- 
ii#a in bis Triennial Report on the administration of the Registration 
Department in Bengal for the year ending in 1931. Many registration 
offices are Iwing alxilisbed for want of any work. Tbe number of 
registered do(;uments is falling off day by day. * 

I do not wish to take the time of the Council any longer dwelling 
upon the right of pre-emption and enhancement, as much has been 
said by my hon'ble friends on the other side. 

With these words, I support the resolution.^ 

Rai Bahitfur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS; Sir, 1 oppose this 
resolution. This resolution goes dirertly against the legal rights of the 
zamtruiarM. Tlo^se legal rights of the znimmlarx have already been 
ruthlessly trampled ufM)n by the (ioverninent. And the small portion 
of these rights which still exist — this residutioii wants to do away with 
them altogether. 

This res(diilioii apparently wants to increase the right.s of the 
tenants under the Bengal Tenancy .\ct — as it exists in a bruised 
condition against the rights and iiitere.sts o^ the znunndars. I use the 
word '‘apparent” <lelilietatelv, because on a subtle analysis it is 
clearly found that this resolution tioes not help the tenants inuterially, 
rather in many respects it goes against the interest cf the tenants. 

Sir, 1 will take the three provisions ot this restdution »tne by one; 
and 1 will show the fallacy of mot k patriotism v^hich underlies it, 

You want to diminish the amount of landlord’s fee and ultimately 
to alKilish it altogether. I’lii*. is the objwtixe, clear and simple. 

la't us see how the transactiim is carried on. One tenant sells hit 
land. Who buys ity Kither another tenant or the money-lender. 
Sir, with 2(H) crores or therealsuits — agricultural debts m Bengal — one 
tenant cannot buy another tenant'.** land. Decidedly the money-lender 
buys it, and the buyer pays (his lafMllord’s fee. .\gain, if the buyer 
is a money-lender — and if he pays a fixed and small |Hirtion to tbe 
landlord <»ut of bis pun haM' loonev , how- the teiuuit is affei ted? At 
any rate, the buyer wh<» can pay the purchase money, can pay tbe 
landlord’s fee as well. W* autn* the full purchase money is calrulatetl 
a» (m) the price of (he land and tb) landlord’s ft»e. And ultimately it 
i$ based u|H>ti the general e^Hiiiomic principle of demand and ftupply. 
loindlord's fee is calculated ns a fixed portion f)f purchase money, t.c., 
tbe full price of the land. The .seller of the land takes almost the 
whole of tbe full price — only a small {Kirtion automatically goe« to tbe 
landlord. This is what bap|>ens; how this affects or hit* tbe seller or 
buyer 1 do not see. 

Then comes the question of tbe right of tbe landlord to tbit iinaU 
pariioa of tbe purchase money. You can deny the landlord tbt« rig^t 
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(yon already dented it to a very large roeafure by making tbe 
ooeiqmiicy right tranaferable) only when 3rou assume that the landlords 
have no proprietary right on the land. I^and is the exclnsive property 
of the tenant. 


7 p.m. 

This is just the reverse of what was accepted in 17^7 by Iiord 
Cornwallis. When the (iovemnient made contract with the landlords, 
rightly or wrongly, they acceptod it to lie granted that land is the 
exclusive property o^the zarntmlan. Xon*trnnsferability of occupancy 
right meant that there was no ambiguity in that. 

Now, Sir, you want to give the proprietary right of the lands 
exclusively to the tenants. 

The (roaerninent may do wi if they are so disposed. I see that 
Government have alread\ iiiarrhcil a long way in that dimtion. 

But, I pray. Sir, what rom|»ensttti«»n the Government prt»|M>se to 
make to the Bengal uirntfuldrsY If without any tompensation the 
Bengal landlords are thu* ousted from their rights to land since the 
last Idi) sears, I should think that (fovernment will he doing an act of 
injustice to the the parallel of which you cannot find in the 

recent history of ihuigul .Him e the battle of PlasjM*v. 

By alHiliHliing the landlord’s fee uhmg with the right t»f pre- 
emf»tH»n — us \ou pro|Mi^e to <lo--\oii thr<»w the tenants inl«> the clutcliea 
of (he iiionevdeiiiiers. You really <io not help them, hut make (hem 
the victims of the money-lenders And the IntidlortlM who have lieeti 
protecting the tenants i«* some extent against the money-lenders all this 
time, laiinot protei t them any more. The relief which (his measure is 
expcKted to gi\e to the tenants is only “apparent” mol not real. 

Now, Sir, cftming to the seionil provisif»ii of the resolution, we find 
that it wants to ulxdish the right of pre-emption granted to (he 
za$uitul4tr$ , and why^ IViority ts an accepted principle of law. At 
any rate, it is neither a new prim iple, nor a hud principle There are 
legal authorities here, ami they ran testify to it Tor the same price 
if the landlord gets a priority, I for one fail to ses* how it affects the 
teller injuriously. 

If the tenants have lieen involvesl in a total debt crores, the 

xamimiarM also have already morigagerl three-fourths of their taimndaty. 
If agricultural debt is a problem, the znmtndar'* delrt is noblest a 
problem to the nation at large. Itoth the tenants and the landlords 
dapend upon the same land to pay Wk even a imrtion of their debts. 
But if you rob the zamindart of all their rights, you virtually make 
tlwin incapable to pay Wk their debts. Aliolition of pre-emption 
wili abolish the last straw of lamtfuian rights and make the zmntndarx 
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incapable of paying back the loani they have incurred. Do you want 
itP Will it not recoil on the tenants P The death of the zamindtm 
system is stire to bring disorder to the present economic sjstem of the 
country. 

To the third provision my answer is as follows: — 

(a) The proposed enhancement is very insignificant. 

(h) Kim* in the prices of productive land depends upon the general 
rise of pricers in the world market, ^f tenants can avail of 
it, why not the zatntntiars? Is he not a partner in the 
proprietorship of the agricultural landP 

Sir, with these few remarks I most emphatically oppose each and 
every one of the three provisions of this resolution. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Discussion on this resolution uill be resumed 
on the date allotted for resolutions. 


AdJoumiiMfit 

It being 7 o'( l(»ck, the TouiMil was adjourned till li p.m.. on 
Tuesday, the ‘..*‘..*nd NovemWr, l{ld2. at the t^mncil House, (’alcutta, 
without ipiestion put. 
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PtooM^bift of dM Bengol LofUUtivo Conneil oMOBiblod imdtr 
dw.preTitiofM of die Govenuneot of ladie Act 

ThB CofnceiL met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 22nd November, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Mr. President (tjie Hon ’hie Uaja Sir Maxmatha Nath Ray 
OBA tmiiURi, KT., of Sautosh) in the Clmir, the four Hon ’hie Metitl>eni 
of the Executive Council, two Hon ’hie MiniMerr* (the Hon’l»l»» Mr. K. 
Nazimuddin bein^r absent) and 102 noininiited and elected jnernWra. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to whkh oral anewera wcro glTOfi) 

WHMrawal from tho MymontingH Dltlriol Botnl of tN riilil of 
iliotirig ohairmiii. 

Ml. Mauivi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: Will the Hon’hie Minister 
in char^'’e of the !/<»< «I Self-(M>wrni«ent Deparfineiit he pleaded to stale 

(fl since when tiie ri^ht of elcrtini;^ its own < hnirtnaii lias hinm 
taken awa\ (roiu tlie M> inen<iinjjh Distriel Ibmrd , 
tiif how lon^^ do the (b>vernnient intend to lontinue the ban; and 
(ml whether there ih any pmiKi-sal under the ronsiderntion of the 
Oovernineni for the restoration of the rij?ht to tlie lr»ard? 


MINItTER in olMUrgo of LOCAL SiLF-COVCRNMCNT OiPART* 
MINT (tilt HoiPlilt Mr. Bijoy Pratad imgti Roy): (> i Hth Jiit>. 1929. 
(u) No decision has yet l»een reached. 

(ml The matter is now under »onsi<lenitK*n. 

Rai BBtmditr KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Will the Hon blo 

Minister be pleased to state on what trroiindw wa* the riffht of ^.Urtitig 
their own chairman taken away from tho My men sin gh Distnct Board? 


TIm HaiPMt Mr. BUOY PRASAD BINCH ROY I I want noffca. 



n 


QUESTIONS. 


r22KD Nov., 


Chitt«9»ng-Arelc«fi RmmL 

MZ Mali SADI AHMEO GHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Ix>cal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) how much money allotted for the Chittagong-Arakan Bead as 
recommended by the Bengal Road Development Board will 
Iw spent this year and next year; ^ 

(it) under whose disposal will the money l)e placed; and 
(lit) whether the road will run parallel to the*Arakan Railway line, 
mz.f Patiyu, Dohaxari, Padua, Chunati, etc., or na 
Chandpur, Jaldi, Barahakia, etc.? 

(h) Are the Government eonsidering the desirability of having the 
load through rhaiidpiir, .laldi, Barabakia, etc., us Wing the convenient 
and shortest route? 

Th« Hon*ble Mr. BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) U) It is 

impossible t(» give this inforniation till the*detailed estimate has come 
in. 

(it) 'I'he inoiicN will be pbued at tlM‘ dispo*4al of tin* di'^trict Isiurd. 

(lit) The proposal is f<ir bridges to be construc ted the former of 
the two roads mentioned. 

(h) No. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anawort to which were Uid on the Ubie) 

Propotod gnnt to tho Malda DittHol Soiuil from tho motor 
voliioloi tax. 

S. Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Wdl the Hon’ble 
Minister m charge of the Wwal SeU-tfoveniment Department he pleoaod 
to sUte the amount Government profawtHl to grant io the Malda Dietnct 
Board from the prtM'<'e<ls of the tax imiMistMl under the Bengal Mcilor 
Vehicles Tux Act. 11132? 


Tho Nofl*blo Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: No deriaion haa 
yet been n»ached, 

rhe principles on which the prm'eeds of the motor vehidoe tax 
•hodd be utiliseil were diacuased at the laat meetiiig of the Road Board* 
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wludk dscided that figures should first be obtained as to the mileage of 
mdi ef different classes maintained by each district board and munici* 
pality: and inquiries have also been made as to the principles followed 
in other provinces. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble M.nisier 
be pleased to state if the Hoad Board has anything* to do with the dtsi>osal 
of the proceeds of the motor vehicles taxP 

Tha Hoa'Mt Mr. bTiIOY PRASAO 8INCH ROY: Yes, it was st 
the instance of this Hous*» that the Hoad Boanl was given power on the 
advice of the Government to dispose of the pnK‘eeds. 


Motions for amond m ont of the ttaniiing Ordert. 

The following mt»tit»nH wfic callwl hut not moved and, therefore, 
deemed to he withdrawn : — 


( 7 ) Ameuthneni nf Stautltut; (hilrr 12 {nrvtion 24). 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI to move for leave to amend 

Stantling Onler T..* U" fnlltiws: - 

In the ?*er4nnl proviMi Itt Staiuhiig Grtler 12, before the word 
“excluHive” the following he iriJ^ertetl. nniiiely: •— 

‘V\t luMve (»f Hill h tjue.AtioriH an may he disallowed, and”. 

(2) AfnrndnH tt( /?/ Stnmhnff Order Cd (terfu/n 70 ). 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI to move for leave to amend 
Standing Order b'l as follows : — 

In the serond proviso to Standing Ordei (Ki, before th© word 
’’exclusive’' the following t»e inserted, nameU : - 

“exclusive of such resolutions ns may he disallowed, and". 


NON«OFFICIAL MEMBERS* BILLS. 

Tlia OalMitta Mianiaidtl (A"^v.^) Bill, mi. 

Tim Hiii'Ma Mr. BUOY FRASAD BINOH ROY: I bag to prsMt 

the report of the Selef t ('otnmiit<«e on the Cab'utta Municipal (Amend* 
aumt) Bill, 1931, by Muoindra Deb Hai Mahanat. • 
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MUNINDSA DEB RAI MAHABAI: I beg to move that tbe said 

BUI, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into oonsideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: 1 beg to move that the said 
Bill be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. MUICUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I^beg to move that the 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1931, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(/) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government 
Department, 

(2) Mr. 11. P. V. Townend, 

(3) Uai Bahadur Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt, 

(4) Klian Itahudur Maulvi Alimiizsaman Chaudhuri, 

(3) Munindru Deb Ibii Mahasai, 

(6’) Kai Sahih Kehati Mohan Sarker, 

(7) Mr. K. V. lUy (’howdhury, and 
the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report before the ^Ist Decembei next and 
that the number of members whose pre^erue ^hull be necexsarv to 
(constitute a (juonim shall be four. 

In bringing forwanl this motion 1 regret that this unfortunau Bill, 
though very short, has a rhe(|uereil career. It wa.s introduced by me 
in this Hou.se m fur Inuk as July, 1931, and my motion merely for a 
cinnilation of the same for eli< itiiig puldic opinion was oppo^ied by one 
of my hou'hle fritmds and it had to wait. It was subsequently 
circulated and the opinions ther«Hin have been receivwl and it has now 
oome up for your consideration us to whether you would agree to the 
principle involved in this sh<»rt Bill In the Statement of Objects and 
HeaiKons I Iricnl to explain the jwsition as clearly as 1 could If you 
would be good enough to refer to the Hunu*. you will find. Sir, that this 
!» an added area- area added to the (’ulcutta CoriKiration, as a redult 
of the Calcutta Municipal Act of 1923. Before that date this rrea waa 
an independent municipality by itself known as the Manicktolla 
Municipality. The Art of 192«3 absorbed the suburban rounid- 
paiities. I shall not enter into a detailed discusaion into the eompott* 
lion of this area, but I must refer to one thing, as I have done in my 
Stntami^t of Objects and Reasons, that this area originally uoiiaiilad 
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il^ w»rds; and when this was absorbed by the Aet of the old 
ward No. 3 became ward No. 28, while the old wards Nos. 1 and 2 have 
now been amalgamated into one and it is the new ward No. 28. 

Tbk short Bill of mine was circulated for eliciting public opinion. 
Some of the public lK>dies, such as the Marwari Assoi iation, have sup- 
ported this Bill. Others, again, such as the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce, did not .support it on the ground that all the details were 
not available. The Corporation of Calcutta has also submitted its 
opinion. It transpires that the Corporation had a spw'ial t'ommittee of 
eight councillors appointed for this purpose. This committee held 
several meetings over^ this matter, where they took the opinion of the 
representatives of the ratepayers of this particular ward. The Corpora- 
tion had to admit that there was a disparity in this ward No. 29 which 
with its larger area, larger number of population with a larg«»r numlier 
of voters, greater mileage of roads and drains, has to be satisfied with 
one electeii hon-Muhanimadnii rouncill«»r. while the new ward No. 28 
with lesser area, lesser nuinher of ratepayers and lesser number of 
voters and so on, has got two electetl non-Muhammadan councillors. 
This Bill only aims at doing away with some of these iniquities and that 
hy only the least jtossihle icMi^tance. For it does not desire to disturb 
the two eby ted non-Muhaimuadan seats of ward No. 28, All that 
it desires is to iiureaso the urea of that ward by adding a small portion 
to ]is ninth hy taking it (»ff from waul No. 2 from its wnilh. The 
northern iKiundary of ward .\(> 28 is Narkeldatiga Main Ilmid and the 
present Hill aims at making the Manirktolla Mam Komi io In* its 
northern Iwiundary Hv this measure this little portion lief ween the 
Matin kti.lla M am Uoa<I and the Natkeldaiigu .Main Road atii* all its 
bearing-* is ti» U* tak<*n nff from ward \»» 2^t and is t<* he 'i<Med on to 
ward No. 28 

The re|Kjrt of the Corisiration ol (*al<utta <»n this Kill show, un- 
mistakably that there is certainly disparity m favour id ward No. 29. 
You will find ther<*from that the total iMipuluiion of ward No. 28 is 
•hd.2*i5, while that (»f ward 2Jl is 42.-lfM); the area of the former is 839 
acre#, while tliat of the latter is 1,3-38 ner<*s; the numlicr of noil- 
Muhatoinaii.iri \» tiTs. im lading male and female, of ward 28 is 997, 
while that of the latter is 1 ,9'W). I shall not enter in(<» further 
details. But this is the index of the whole situation. The Muham< 
madans have two wafs jointly for wards 28 and 2f>; so this redistri* 
hufnm of ana. as aimed at in this Hill, will not affert their {Mfsition 
in the least. 

The onlj' objection that the Cor[Kirati»ui of Calcutta cvoild have 
thought of was that the question of redistrihutimi of wards should not 
have been taken up in a piecemeal manner. Nothing would have been 
more childish than an argument of ibta sort. In their ingenuity the 
Corporation quotetl other initancee of disparitiie prtvaiHng a^ iiotiia 
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oilier irar<]i». If this is so, remove them by all means. But this oili* 
not certainly mean that no attempt should be made to remove tHoee in 
areas from where the same can be done. Agrain, if this were any reason 
at all, all amendiuf^ Acts must go. 1 do not know if the Hon^le 
Minister in charge of the department will take this m a lesson in 
considering his own amendment Bill to come up on and from Monday, 
the 28th instant. Before the Act of 192-1 got through the Council, 
the Corporation of (/alcutta were consulted and they in that leport 
suggested that the Manickiolla Main lioad was to he the lioundary 
between the two wards 28 and 29. How the ^ame was changed into 
Narkeldanga Main lioad in the (V>uncil passes ^one's comprehension, 
although one is not unfamiliar with the order of business v* the 
legislature. Arguments, as indicated above, I make bold to lay, are 
no arguments at all. Bui I think the (Government might say that 
there is a provision in the Act of 192‘i itself, by which the Corporation 
luiglit redistribute their ow'u areas and that l>ody should l»,ive been 
first approached for the purjiose before introducing a Bill of this sort 
in this House. But, Sir, if su( h an argument were advanced, my 
answer to that w<»uld he that the pe(»ple <if ward 29 did not formally 
petition the (^irporution of Caleutta anj thi‘V did approach the 
authorities, and I am tol<l they turned a deaf ear Their ...titude 
with resfW'ct t4) the other Hill of my e^tteenied fiiend, Munindrii Deb 
Uai Mahasai and their report on this sliiol Hill o| inin»\ ait* indieations 
enough of the attitude they would huvi* taken, if the; were f(»rmally 
approached for this purpose. I \enture to think that when, as the 
fiwt.H show, tlieie are other iroMiuilles in the two ward", the pnoj»er 
remedy and the only remedy, is in a little ledistrihntiiui of areas in 
the way 1 have suggested in this Hill If there is any misapprehen- 
sion, tile same cun 1 m* h 4*( right hy the Select Coininittee in which I 
have the consent of one, uniongHt others, who was himself in the ftw*- 
IHiration for u large number of year.s and who was the senuid non- 
^liiieinl (Chairman, I mean my hoirble friend Uai Bahadur Dr Hari- 
dhuii Dutt, Besides the Hon’ble Minister, who has also {personal 
ex|>erienre of the present (\>riM»ration of ('uleuttu will U* the Chairman 
of the Committee. They can go through thi.s Bill and suggest remedies 
in eafw^ there U anything w'roiig 

With these words. I coinmend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

d-15 p.tn. 

Mr. FfliilDtNT: 1 do not pnip<kse to take up the amendments at 
this stage. To save the time of the Council I shall split up the motion 
into two and put the first part first to ascertain if the Honse is in favour 
of rafarring this Bill to a Salact Committee. Mambars, bowaver, may 
4iiaia#iha principlat of tha Bill now. 
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: |ir« P* BAHEMIS Sir, 1 to support whole-heartedly the motion 
has just been moved by Mr. Mukunda Behary MullicL We have 
already accepted the principle of convert injr plural constituencies into 
einflt ones by }iavssin|!r the Bill of Hai Mahasai and, therefore, 1 
consider that the House should pive its \v lode- hearted supjwrt to the 
motion of Mr. Mullick. 

Tha Han’Ma Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 rise to oppose 
this motion. The main arf^ument on which this Bill has been thought to 
lie justified is that tlw ('orporaiion of t'ulcuttu is not discharging its 
duties fairly and etpiitably to the two wards. One ward writh a larger 
area has only one representative, while the other ward with a smaller area 
has two representatives and the needs of the larger ward are aot being 
properly attended to. IWfore I enter into thi.s (piestion. I would like to 
point out that the (’alcutta Municipal Act itself contains a section 
under which the (^ab utta (\»rporation can rei ouiinend to Oovenutieni any 
change in the schedules of the Oalcutta Municipal Act for altering 
Inmnduries of wards. This matter was referreil to tlie ('alcutta (’tirporn- 
tion for opinion along with other hmlies. The (’’alculta (^orpnnition on 
very cogent gr<u»nds and on fa( t.s and figures have turned down the reeom- 
ineniiations. On (lo* olhef liund, they have definitely state<l tfmt im case 
has U'en made out for* the reiul just meat of iMuindaries Pul hc Inidies 
like the Bengal t'hamher<*f t’oimnene. tlie (’etilral M uiiaininadan Astio* 
ciation an<l the Iiwlian As^nriation are all against it. (lovernment are 
also against this Bill on prim iple Sir, I may siiy that it will be carry- 
ing the piirniple of self-determination tfK> fur if this Bill acoepted. 
In the ca.M> of Kuligiuit, I admit that there was at least some agitation 
in snpjw>ri <»f lin* Bill, but in sup|Hirt of this Bill there 
was 11(1 siK ii agitation at all. We have heard hIm>u( these 
gtie\anceH only from the mover of the Bill himself and from mme else 
in the < ity In tliese ( irruinstum es, (Government find it ver> difhiult to 
•Upport this Bill, Mofistvet . Sir. the figures wlm h have lrt*en placed at 
our dis|sHal b> the Calcutta (%»rp<*ration will show that the inteTest of 
this ward hu^ not Iwmmi neglected. Whereas only Us. 44jKK) was sj>eiii 
on ward No ,.N. Us. was H|»ent during (he lost three veurs on 

ward No whi*h ha** a larger area with a larger {Mipuhotion. The 
mileoge <»{ drains and the number of privies also show that the infereit 
of ward No has not at oil b»H‘n overba»ked. Kir, the mother of the 
Bill has suggested that with the readjustment of lamndiiries there should 
not W much distarbame in the tiumlier of voters, but I w*ould invite his 
attention to the figure of mm-Muhammadan voters. The numlrer is 
|,72K in ward No 2H and l.IdH in ward N«i 211. The number would be 
1,344 in ward Vo 2fl and aUiut ri2H in ward No. 2H. Ho tha^ doe« not 
make much differenfe. The prYipmiton remains almoot the same. Sir, 
a complaint has l»eeii made that tbene const itoienrieit should W single- 
tnombtr constituenrie* There are several constituaneies in Calcutfaa 

• 6 
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which return more than one member, no that th* 
looking’ into on ronnidemtionit other than those ptifforwara 1^ the 
meniber-iiH hurtrp, ami I would certainly diM^urage, and lionld 
reijuest the ilount* to ditwourage, any attempt made by individual 
members on very insufticient gioundn to disturb the bou^dariee of the 
wards. The reroinmcndationH of tlic Calcutta Cor})oration on this 
<|UeHtion were carelully gone into by (fovemment when tlie schedule 
was put into the Hill and I see no reason why Government should, on 
the riM’funiiiendation of a single iiieinher or a group of interested 
pentoDM, gf; iMtcli on the pre\ious de< ision and flisUirb the boundaries 
of this wani without i»ii\ ‘•ntfineut justification. On these grounds I 
oppofM’ thi^ motion * 

The mDti<»n of Mr. Mukunda Hehurv Mullick was then put and lost. 


The Bengal Money-lendert’ Bill, IBS . 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi ATIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the lleiigul Mone\ detidets Hill. !!»:{ , be referred to a Select Committee 

CiUlsistllig of ■ t 

I/I The llou’l.lc M eiubei 10 (haige ot t)ic Judli ial Department, 

(2) Mr A. (i. U Henders«m. 

<d) Mr. S\amHprosad M(H»kerjee, 

(‘f) Khan Hulmdur Maiilvi Ahiuuxmiiuan ('humlhuri, 

Mr. W. (’ Wordsw’orth. 

(b’) Dr. Naresii ( iuindni Sen tiupta. 

[7) Muulvi Abdul Uaimd Sluih. 

iS) Uuju Hliupeudru NaruMio Siitiut Huhadui , ui Nashipur, 

{U} Mr. .Nareudrti Kumar Huhu. 

(1^0 Khuu Halindur Mu\il\i Mubammad Abdul Mom in, 

{! f) Uai llahadur Sustl Kumar (tanguh, and 
il2) the move! , 

with lUHtiuctiou to !tubmit tliett leport b\ the 7th .lauuatv melt and that 
the number of uiemlH’rH whoM- pie-o'iu e >hall be necessary to constitute 
a «iuorum shall be five. 

Sir, at the outset 1 mw*t explain, l«> avoid certain misunderstand* 
ings, the nahmit leatures of tbi** Hill At this stage, Sir, 1 only desire 
that the Hill be referretl to a Select t'ommittee and 1 may at once say 
that I shall 1 m» perfet^ly willing to act-ept any amendment of a reason* 
able nature which will not affect the main prinripW underlying the Bill 
but wo^ld make an improvement. One of the suggeetions ie that there 
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■|NNil|'jtejp‘t|llilMtiMI rural and urban amm and I bava triad 

^ tha Bill itaalf. Much minapprahanaioii aiifii i« 

filfaiSl tba quri^tion uf rrjri^tmtimi. An F iiaid baforr. iny point of riaw 
if aiimljf to dual with, f frankly mnfwm. a carfain number of piH»pb 
who do not boyar# in tha law of tha latid but in tha law t»f tha folAi and 
tlia only way to deal with thorn in to brintr tham undar tha purriaw of 
law, by whtrh tb# chibiran of tha Mill may ba axaiiiptad and aapnrutad 
from tboB# who hava nothing to do in tha (ountrv axcapt b> rolliH't 
intoraat. I hava j^ivan vary rnraful iNin^^idarutioii to tha mat tar and in 
eaaa it i» found raaaonaWa and not iiHon^irttaiit with tha othar proviiiomi 
of tha Bill, if may Iw avaaptad in tha S»da< f ('omiiiiltatv Any wiij^rtfa^tioii 
by whirh <ha nativo'i <ff th»‘ rountrv. whathar of Hantrtil or of any othar 
part, may l>a axamptad ami onlv tlio<ia fnn'ijrnar*! who roma fot tha pur- 
pOM of monay-landin^' only non Iw- inaludad, will ba (piita aoaaptiilda. 
But that ia not an iniaffral part <•( tha Hill whirh, if nrraptafl, will affa<d 
tha maritii of /ha Hill and 1 rapaat that if any taa<i4tiiabla BuiriTaBttonii ara 
mad# b#fora tha Sala<'t (Nimnuttaa, fha\ will ba airaptad. Tba niftin 
fKiifit 1*1 almut tha roin|Mom.l iiiiara-^i i\tinp<oind intarant hn» li##ii 
al>cdiHhad in all rivilisiMl f ouiii nrs and I d** ii*»t -aa wh\ il »iluoild ba 
naaaiwury fio u?< in thiHtMMinfi\ hava t<iin|M*und intarant 1 ina> hara 
*^ay to ni> fnand** rii ni\ IrA iNat ihi- la^f iHbitn*!! lui^ baiMi lopjad fi«»m 
tha Knjrli**h Mnnrv A* f whuh wa*^ pa^^^rd in l!*v7 and it h » 
rapatitioTi id it witliMiii r\rn thr » liuntra of a MOiima. 


:U'U» p.iii 

S»» far an wn tion H i?» rino arnail, mv purjawM* »^i)l !h‘ nrrvad if tha 
dahtor<* jip> to tha rourt •«> that it nia\ ha jHi^Mibla tit tu fiii nra that in 
th# court «»f H muTiKif tha rata <*( mtara^t allowad i** not avfaf»i«iva, In 
connw titui with tha Hankinjf ln«piir\ < 'f»tninitt»*i‘. ii <aiiia ti* notira tlml 
certain niunnif** nrvrr allonad miarant at niora than 2b par cant to mona\' 
laiidam, l>ul unfortunatalv wl»an th*r*a inuniift t^aut awav and othar* 
cam# in, they allow ad Vt par r»-nl If ax plum* that thr Muirt at tha 
pr###nt moment i* not in a position find out what should ba th# axtof. 
tionat# mt#. My jaunt i* that -a* far u* tha lonrl i* rontarnad. it wltould 
pr#«um# th# raU* m astortionaia, fharrhv lainint: it to tha phtinliff Ui 
provtf to the rontmry. 1 hiiva friail to aiiunriiita tha formitlit, hut it 
will b# opaii to th# 8ala*d ('«m tint tea to brinjr hIboiI un improvamani, 
wh#r# ptHBibla, 11 } ib« term* of thr Mo tion m» thitt it mterhi Krinfr in inor# 
twlitf to tba airrirulluriBt* I parMomlh fa<d tj^nt tha r«ta of intariwt, 

Ifl or 12 par rant , i* vary low, foil wa fiava iti b*»*k (o tha f hi tor that 
tbv mon#y*la»dar* pl«v un imjiortant port nod I do not wtmt ut thi# ntnsr# 
tt Ivjiiit t4i do un.vthiiitf tlmt mitrht ba inter jnatad m Ufiy woy to tnwnn 
Umt tb« monay-landinjf hu*ina*^ ib Btopjiad ultotfathar. I nhoutd Iw* 
bnppy. if th# ronnail da«ir#f that tha rat# of int#r#*t «hoiiJd b# 
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lowered, but that ii a matter entirely for the Select Committee to oonai« 
der. The other eectioufi of the Bill deal with the information to be given 
to the debUnre. Ab regards the penal section, 1 do not for a moment eee 
why, when a habitual thief who extorts money from others is brought 
within the purview of the penal laws, a man who extorts money through 
the machinery of the court should not l»e brought within Ihe purview of 
the penal law. It is a matter for the Select Committee to consider 
a hether the provi.siun^ of tliis section should be retained or not. I only 
aunt a reference to the Select (’<»inmittee if the House accepts the 
principle that wnnething more is needed to#deal with the present 
evil. 1 appeal to the members that something more should be done 
on the lines indicated ul>ove so that it may be possible to deal effect- 
ively with the situation. 1 must congratulate that association of 
the landlords of Bengal — the British Indian Association — for the 
enthusiasm they liave shown in support of this Bill. I hope that other 
members of the Hous*> will give similar support to the pill. I need 
not say anything more on the money-lending l»usine.ss because that is 
known to all of them. 


Ril Bihatfur SATYENDRA KUMAR <OAS: Mr President, Sir, 
my motion in conniM tion with tin*' Bill is t«) send it for circulation to 
elicit furllici puMo- opinion b\ the 'lUt .laiiui»r\ next. And that is 
what I think should be ilone I have gone carefully through each and 
every one of the provHions of thii'» Bill. The learne<l mover of the 
Bill admits that he has largely drawn from the Kiigb**!! Money-lenders 
Act of 11127. He also adiiiilH that the Tsunous Ia»ans Ai t (X of 1918) 
has faileil. But he thinks his jireseiit Bill, if passed into law, will 
MUii'tH'd though he has not .stated any fact or argument upon which he 
builds his faith. I am really at one with the mover of the Bill when he 
complains against tlu* shameless extortions by money-lenders —not 
nalivt’m of the s<ul, who Iwlieve in the law- of intfu These Kabulis are 
Muhammadans The Holy Quran is no ( hei k to them. The learuerl 
mover of the Bill hopes that the pres4*nt Bill will be a rheck to tbam 
and others who extort interest at ustunms rates ami t ompel the civil 
csmrts to grttnl them a d«M ree in the fenus of thus#* rates. 

The mover of the Bill was apparently logical and thoroughgoiug 
while ho was drafting the provisions of the Bill. Because* I see that be 
has made provision to punish the Imd money-lenders with an impriaon- 
meiH of one year and ajftne of Us. l.tHKI; not loan but cash. This is all 
go«»d. And the objet't of the Bill is alst) praiseworthy. But my only 
fear is that it will not help borwwers. Bather it will pul the borrowara 
under greater difflouliiiM which, I am sure, the mover of the Bill doaa 
not want. And I may ht (lanloned when I say this. 1 speak fmn 
•arpertence. In the money-lending butineas jiaHiruiarly in the mnd 
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MU itt Bengal th© proWem at th© prwwnl moment ia not the rat© of 
intMat, but the principal. The mover of the Bill. I am lairry U» uy, 
hu eonie rather late. 

Sir,, the qill^tion of interest arises only when you leml aiul when you 
borrow. Beginning from the lamllorcl the tenant -evjrylKHly ta a 
candidate to lM>rrnw uini for that he ihhmI not e<|«ip himself with a 
lieenae or eertifiratn Irmn the Magiatrute. paying a fee *)f Us. 10 to 
aac^rtain if lie reall\ ^^as gt>t the borrowing capacity. I hen' is no 
provision of that sort in the Bill, but there is a coinpulsorN provision 
of that nature for th<%money-h'nder. It is useh*ss. I he very fact that 
ho can lend is his rertiticate In rural Bengal to-«la> there is hardly 
any one to lend hut ever\ »»ne t<i borrow . This is the fact 1 he question 
of interest, high or low. though a serums eoncern tti the people at 
large is, I eqiphatieallv sav. not the crying neeii of the hour. Can this 
Bill comi»eI the iiione> -leiulers to lend)' No, it canm»t, (an this Bill 
make iinv proMsion to pay only a part of the priiM'ipal of the agrn u!- 
tural debt from the niivor*)' And in return I stand guarantee to remit 
the whole (*f the arrears of tlo* interest, simple oi « .Jinpoumh No. »t 
cannot * 


How I read (h<* situation is tins- that the amount of Bengars 
ugrieulturul debt must Im* iis< ertiiined first. It no longer stands at 
I(s, HMl .rores, w liere if was at tlie time ni tlie Banking Inquiry (N»m- 
initttH' I shall not he surprised it the amoiini lias Imm onn* double bv 
this time. K\en in noiinal times two>thirds of this debt are never paid 
And for the la.st Neai- nothing is pan! haek to the money-buiders. 
And the <ons<»i|uen( e is this, that the money-lenders have no money to 
lend. The money-lender hirnself has lK»eii nMluced to the status of a 
lK>rr<»wer to- 4 lay. But the Inirrowing neie^sjl\ is ilaily increasing in 
the rural areas to the effet t that the borrowers are tr>ing other means to 
extort nuuiey from the mone\ -lenders. The numerous daroity cttM's in 
almost all the districts of Bengiil are a pusif of it. (In the one side we 
find Kabulis wuth hithin extorting exli<»rbitant rate inter«*st, on the 
other side we find gangs of iHirrowers in the role of dacoits, armed witli 
guns bM»ting the hous4*s of the imuiev -lenders in distant rural areas. 

Standing in the midst of this flmolo Kiiidition if the imoer of the 
Bill reduce* the rate of interest or prohibits comjwnind interest that will 
not srdve the real prohlem, 'Fhat will not toueh even the fringe of the 
real prfddem. I again say 1 am willing to give up the whede amount 
of interest of our agricultural lf»an But in return is the mover of the 
Bill preparetl to pay me fiack onlv the capital of the agnctiltiiral debtK 
Sir, my apprehension is that if (hi* Hill i** passed, no money-lender in 
thftie bad day* will advance loan to the agriculturists. And there i* no 
other fubstitute for the money-lenderf in rural areas. I^nd mort|pige 
banks, aa was suggested by the Banking Inquiry Csuninittee, are still 
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iu Utopk. CcK>j»erative credit societies are themselves starving with- 
out capital. And it is no concern of the Government as yet to make 
pwvirtion on a large scale in this direction. Fnder these circumstances 
if you pass this Bill, you will put 80 jier <*pnt. of the nyal population 
of Hengul—J mean the agriculturists— into greater hardship. A nation 
does not die for want of fm»d so much as a nation dies for want of 
money in these days of industrialism and the state-monopoly of our 
banking system. ('oiiifHMind interest or the rates of interest depend 
mainly tijMin tlie tone un<1 t(m[>er of the morfhy market which again 
depernls uiM>n ii an> «>ther things. Legislation is a jxmr remedy in 
tlii*< matter, if iciredy at all. I iipiH'ul to the inove! who is a great 
student of wonomics that if the (Jovernment papers give intends! after 
every six months which is another name for compound interest, why 
should it 1m» a greater ^in (tti mv part to ask for the .same Government 
system of payment oi inteie^t tioni the learnej] mover* of the Bill 
when he will cfone to me to Iw^rrow 

Now. Sir. the ineonsistem v verv prominent. The Government 
itself pays six-monthly interent And the learned mover of the Bill 
links the saiiie (fovenmient to penalise that tame system of payment of 
interest H«»w tio' (fo\ernnient ran do thaty | ohjert to the Bill on 
the ground of this {Hilpahle ini onsistem y im orponitisl in it. Sir, if 

the village money-lenders are u paity to this tninssirtion of bnsiness 

1 hop*’ you will adfnit that thi*v are, then they should he gjviui a i hance 
to siiy We have Hot heard from them their Opinion as yet with reganl 
to tile ptoxisioiiH of this Hill If ^^^u « ould delete the monevdemlers, in 
future, from tlo' money-lending husiness. if yo\i could '»ul>«titute the 
present inoney-huideis fjy tf<*vei nment-ai«led rural hanks in areordance 
with the rtHpiiriunents of the liortowing section of the !>eople, you send 
the Bill to the Select (’oiiunittee. But us you cannot do that, I propose 
that this Bill at this stugt* shotild not In* sent to the Select (^ommittee 
and it should go for further nrculation to elicit piihlir opinion. And I 
submit that the Beiigah translation of this Bill should Im* sent to the 
presidert-^ of the iiiinui iMiards of rural Bengal Those wTio will he 
really affiM'ted f \ this Bill do ni»t know' us yet anything of this Bill. 
We have received no opinion worth the name frtun any responsible 
cjuarters u|H>n which action can Iw* taken. 

With these words, I move that the Bill he uintwl for the purpOM 
of eliciting (»piiiioti theri*oii hv the dNf Januarv. Ift.'i'f. 

8-45 p.m 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN POOOAR: Sir. ,h. of 

ll... ( til. im-iulwr in ..f tl,,. Hill, while inlrodurioK it. 

li.inwlf in («v,H,r ,.f . ir. „( ,h.. Hill and fiiod l.'.th NotmoW 

an thi^ '!'**«■ *«rh opiiium nhimld Im> ohiaiiiMl. Thai data hai 

pMaad uiily a waak aifo. bat 1 am ronatrainad to ny that wa haaa M>t 
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bM fgTourtd vtih a opinion up to data. Thf» propoaad Bill it • 
BMMUiare of very far-rearliiii)r rhararter and it afftn U a v<»rv larfipi portion 
of lli« population of IWn^al. Momn'pr. a leifidaticm tf tluH natura it 
introduced fo^ the first time tii this (\tuiiril and it is fit and proper that 
before the Bill is sent to the Sclwt ('ommittee. ptihlir opinion of all 
ahadee and of those who art* vitall> interested in this piet e of le^rislation 
ahould be well ascertainetl. 1 do not know to whith represimtatiire 
bodies or aiMHK*iations the Hill has lieeii sent for opinion, and 1 am sorry 
to inform y<»u that a pfeniier assoi iation, to whirh I have the honour to 
beloiiiif and which is un)st vitalh iiilerestetl in tin* proposed measure, I 
mean the Bengal Mliliajan Sabha, has not \et Keen lavoiired with a 
copy of the Bill for expressin^r their ttpinion thereon. 

Sir, the Bill wii*' iiitifKluced the fa^ t’lol »>f the last protracted 
session and the nieinheis of tins House ha«l vef\ little opjstrtunity to 
take part in the discusmon oi . so tt» sav, to iri^e attention to it. The 
time fixed for cireulati<ni wa*' also very short ( laisidenn^*' the ini|M»rtance 
of the Bill I do not s»N‘ an\ reasrm or necessitv fm su( h a hurry in the 
matter, lla»l there been !o» sittinjr of the (‘onncil at present, the Bill 
would have aut<unaf if all\ t^ijo- up in the bipljref sessiiui next year and 
the publu wfuibl IIhmi m'po* mf*re lime !♦* examine it Sf» it is in 
the fitness of tliiii^»^s that the publu aiol the interests afftM (eft, ill 
parthular, wmihl is* j:i\en a hettet <»pportunity to express tloui opinion 
on it 

Brfivisioijs, SIP h as to make rej/istratmii foiiipulsiu’v , to alsdtsh 
((iin[»f»und intfUi'st. t«» fix niaximunt rate fd interest and to make habitual 
usuix a jMMial oOeiPe, are sur»d> iM»\e| fait«»rs in this if>untr\ ami they 
shfotbl be iin|Misf>d after <arefut Miiisideratofu ami with the cmisent and 
approval of the jiarties r oneernefl 

Sir, I have everv sviuputhy with the purpf»se tiiHlerlNintr thin Hill, 
but I must say that there is ample r<Him ffn doubt us t<» the efTeetiveneim 
of ie^islution in these matterH, J am f|iiite alive to the evils of exccawive 
rate of interest, not t<» speak of usurx . I’lifler the dead wei^fhi of their 
ci^^do«4Uil indebtefliiess the Indian a;rrp ulturiste are faced with utter ruin 
and it should la* our first dutx to !<ave them. Then ♦here in another 
asjaa’i — file temptatifui of exressive pndil in interest has led the money* 
lendern, either professional or fasual, to invest their funds more and 
more on this business and has #tiffie<l the sources of rapital for commerce 
and induntrx. Sir, the problem of rural indebtedness has liecome ao 
acute to-day that it is no lonifer possible to depend on a Money-lendem* 
Bill or a Tsurious I^ian.s Af t Some constructive meana ibould be 
found out to deal with the rural ecfmoniics in a lhoroujfh|;foin#( manner. 

Sir, the main objw't of the Bill is bi save the jeair a^riculturiite from 
the clutchee of the usurers. The rsurious I>r>ans AH i f IPIS aimed at 
the aane end and the court was riven ample faiwent to decide whether 
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ill* imt« of intereot was oxcombto and whetbor tbo tra&«actio& wm vadm, 
Thai iaw ill still in force and in every suit between tbe creditor and the 
debtor tbe (;ourt decides according to the evidence put forward on these 
issues. The amended sections 10, 19A and 74 of the Indian Contract 
Act of 1899 also conferred upon the civil courts equitable jurisdiction 
to put a chei'k on enforcing usurious rates of interest. According to 
some, these existing laws are quite inoperative and have failed to give 
relief to the poor debtors. But informed opinion is divided on the 
point. There is, in fact, ample room for doubf as to the effectiveness 
of legislation to regulate the terms of contract between the creditor and 
debtor. On the other hand, tliere is a Privy Council ruling to the effect 
that you cannot deprive the money-lender of his dues accrued on 
interest, even if the rate thereon be high, provided that there be no 
fraud or suiistaniial unfairness in the transaction itself. 

Sir, among the main object of the Bill we find the following: — 

(1) to iilM)liMh (*oiu{>ouiid interest; 

{‘4) to se< ure maximum rate of interest for secured and unsecured 
loans ; « 

(•I) to make registration compulsorv for all money-lenders who are 
m»t permanent residents; 

(4 1 to make a debtor know all the inforniaticuis regarding his loans; 

(oi to make habitual usury a }M*nu] oiTefu'e; 

(fj) to eitifiower courts to take lender of money for loans as interest 
and principal ; 

(7) to make a clear provision which the courts shall follow in 
determining excessive interest and harsh and unconscionable 
truusac'ticms in giving effect to the Usurious lioans Act, 1918. 

Sir. there is divergence of opinion in every land as to the regulation 
of the rate of interest. When the debtor with his eyes open enters into 
a oontrac^t with the lender, you cannot repudiate that sacred agreement. 
Of course if be any fraud c»r unfairness in the transaction itself, 
that CMintrac't cannot stand. 

The money-lender is the oiil\ crwlit agency for supplying the poor 
cultivator with money in his need. If you interfere with his buiinces— 
•o long he is fair and honest — he will 1»e quite reluctant to invest money 
in Wns. Other loan agencies such as loan offices, credit soctetiea and 
land mortgage Iwitiks, etc., are not well-developed in this country. Yon 
can well imagine the plight of the agriculturists in case money-lendm 
dtic'oniinue the loan business. 

Bmi we find that in every land there is always an attampt In 
ragnlait the rates of interest. Among tbe Hindus even so iwit bnnh na 
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of Maiiii a nuaimum nit« of inioinst was fixad. Tlia Moham* 
ecmaidar it a ain to realise intereat. The Jews do not raaliaa 
mlirait from tjieir own caste people. In England and other Knropaan 
oonntries Tarious enacimenta have lieen made to regulate the rate of 
interest during the 19th and 20th centuries. The present Bill is mainly 
drawn from the English Money-lenders’ Bill of 1927. 

One of the objetis of the Bill is to supplement the provisions of the 
Usurious Ixjans Act of J91H. The Usurious laians Act is an all-India 
legislation, and the introduction of such a Bill should have l>e«n in the 
central legislatim* and not in a provincial Uouncil. As regards the 
usurious rates of inter«*ht — there is very httle difference of opinion — wa 
all condemn it and wish that usurv should lie a thing of the past in our 
land. 

And we chi admit that the system of compound interest causes much 
hardship to the pcKcr debtors, hut in the existing condition of the land it 
seems to l>e an unwelccune necessity for the pnunpt realisation of the 
creditors* dues. And the money-lenders will never op|NMe its aUdiiioii, 
pn>vided his dues are rej^yhirlv realism!. The rates for securml and 
unsm'ured loans are projiccHcd to Im' fixed at Ks. lH-12 and Us. d7*M, 
respei’tivelv. In England the maximum rate of interest is 48 j»er rent, 
and iilsive that it is ccuisidered as harsli and unconscionitlde. But there 
is no fixecl rate of interest fi»r unsm ured loans there. It is useless to 
make a contrast l>etween England and India The credit fucilities 
there are innumerahle, and the agriculturists there do not lalsiur under 
rigid scM'ial ciistotiis. stric t tenancy laws, religious sc ruples, difficult laws 
of inheritance, the joint family system and the failure of crops, etc. 
The money-lender of this land must l»e ladd enough to invest his hard- 
earned money in the face of these pretlicaments. It is a inaiier of 
great credit to him that he is not unwilling to haxard the risk. It is 
evident that where the risk is greater, the rate of interest must lie 
higher. For the aUjve realms we are averse to supfmK a measure which 
regulates the rate as in the present Bill. 

Then, again, the terms “money-lenders” and “agriculturist*” have 
not been definml in the presimt Bill. This may lead to ronfuiion. 

The penal clause is iiK»st ine<]uitable and uncalled for. Ample prt»- 
vision* have )»een made to make the usuier suffer pecuniarily^and in 
addition be is threatenetl with one year’s imprisonment and a (ne of 
Ba« 1,000. Even in the English law from which the present Bill ha* 
drawn its inspiration, there t* no such provision. 

Whatever it may lie in spite of the best effort* of our law-maker*, ti 
k ftot improbable that the unscmpulous u*urer* will find out loopholea 
la it and make the object* of the Bill abortive. * 
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HoweTer* we mturt offer the morer of the Bill our heei coikgrr*ttilft^ 0 B» 
for hi* laudable effort* to ameliorate the condition of the poor agricnl- 
iuriete. My friend would deaerve more credit and would earn the 
irratitude of another Miction of hi» countrymen if we jonid find any 
trace of hie intention to make proriaion for the realisation of the money* 
lenders* just and e<[uitable due*. Had he made any attempt to that 
end, much of the bitterne** existinir between the creditor and the debtor 
would disappear and if succ^ful, be would give a great relief to the 
creditor* and not a little to the borrower*. • 

Sir, the fate of the creditors and debtors is intermingled. You 
cannot improve the condition of one to the detriment of the other. 

These are some of the salient features which have to be very carefully 
considered in introducing a legislation of this nature. For this the 
considered opinion of the public, the Bar AHsociations, public lK)dies, 
the courts concerned and the vast numl>er of credit agencies and 
iKjrrowers in general should l>e well ascertaineil and the Bill should be 
extensively (*onsidered. 

•Sir, with these words 1 beg to support the motion (»f Itai Satyendra 
Kumar Da* Bahadur that tli»' Bill Ik* re-cifculated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the dlst January, 1933. 

Mr. FRIilDENTs Although the member has mentioned a different 
date, 1 think Maulvi Ahul Quaseiii will realise that it is not necessary 
for him to move it is amendment. 

M«Hvi ABUL QUAtEM: I do not inteml to move my motion nor 
to make a apeeidi, Sir. 

The follow'ing motion was deemed to In* withdrawn : — 

Mwsivi ABUt qUAEEM to move, by way of amendment, that the 
Bill re-4*irculateil for the purpiwie of eliciting opinion thereon before 
the ‘Jlsl January, 1933. 

Of. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, while listening to 
Kai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Dae, I thought that he was killing bis 
own cane. He was referring to the highly strained feeling* between 
the borruwer* and the debtors in all [larts of the country — feelingw 
which, although I do not accept hi* picture as a true picture altogeilwr« 
have l^d to dacoitie* on an extensive st'ale being committed by bcwrowefi 
in the houses of money-lenders. Well, if that in so. it is liigh ixm 
that something were done for the purpose of giving relief to the peofde 
who are suffering under the exactionii of the money-lenders. If that la . 
•0, it is high time to consider in Select Committee what can be done in 
that difection, by working upon the basts of the Bill moved by Khan 
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B ij liilM Asiial Rai Bahadur Saiyeadra Kumar Da« aad 

Mf* PtHMar htw Kit upon points wortli,v of tKt 

guMMNMit 4^«ideratiou. But they liuve t<i he uketi into ooti«t<k»rfttiofi 
in my conipiyheiiBive attempt to give real relief againat inciebtefinoM 
nsKMigat agrieulturiHtu in Bengal. But it l>e acknowledged that 
tbe Khan Bahadur'n Bill doea not go anywhere near aolving the whole 
of the problem of indehtednee«. It i» a very vast pmblen)» a problem 
which can twaly be aolvetl by a rottipreheiiHive programme and to thia 
eitent I agree with Mr. Po<ldar. Some c'on«itructive meana muat be 
found aooner or later to combat tl»e aitiialion. But ahould we wait till 
we have found that fouHtructive meaiiH. and not aoine Bill w*hich 
will, at any rate for the future, prevent «uch inordinate exact iona}^ I 
am afraid we cannot liold up our handa in idletieaa or refuae our aupport 
to the pro}M>HalA of the Khan Bahadur, merely hecaua<» we think that 
Miniething more ought t4) be ilone, although we knoa* that there ia no 
reasonable prospect of that Honiething being done in the near future. 
At the »hame time I iinc*t ^ay that 1 am not satiHBe<l with the Khan 
Bahadur's Bill; I hope it will he consideraldy improved in Select 
(’'oiumittee : 1 am ntit satisfieil IwH-uu^e it doee not go far enough. For 
one thing, the maximum rate of intertM»t which he has fixwl in rather 
<lisappotnting. If seems to me t<M> high, and I am ofraid that when we 
fix a maximum, there is always a tendemy for the ininiiiiuiit to riae up 
to that extent. \V«*ll, if that is so, it would rather tell u|Mm the agricul* 
tunsts. Then the i»ec4»rid thing which 1 f*onsider to he more important 
is that the Khan Bahadur's Bill does not provide for giving relief to all 
the <lehiors who may have l>eeii oppressed by {irirate money-lender#. 

It is only those who come to the court that can get any relief. From 
my experience 1 may say (hat these people represent only an indniteaimal 
hotly of the total numlx^r of debtors. The greot Inxly of debtora do 
not come to court ; in fa<t, (hey have no cM'casion to come to court. 
They pay their usurious rate of inlerest, they deprive themaelves of the 
ordinary amenities of life in order to pa> their debts; hut what relief 
are you going to give themy I am afraid any measure which is dirrH'ted 
towards giving relief to the cultivators or to the villagers, would be 
hopelessly ineffectual unless some means were found for providing a 
village organisation — a village agency— which will Ik* able to make an 
equitable adjustment of debts as lietaeen debtors and creditors. Going 
to the court is not a very simple business. We, who deal with the 
csourts, know it, and the clients who have to come to the l onrl also know 
it to their cost. 

4 p.m. 

Well, ft is very very few villagers who can go to the eouH to take 
advantage ol Ike faeilrties which the Khan B^adur's Bill provides. 
For Iheae r e aaon s, Sir, I think that this provtskm ia taadeqttAe, ll 
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dcNNi not go fnr cnoug’h. It doo# not M doep down tlio AOoiotjT ns it 
ought lo. But the»ie are matters which might be considered in the 
86lc< t Committee. There is nothing to be gained by re-oireulaiion. 
The Bill has already been circulated. I was really surprised to find 
Mr. Poddar complaining that we had not received any opinion. I say 
there in a vast volume of literature c‘Oi) listing mainly of opinion on this 
subject 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Not 111 the members of the 
Council arc aware of it. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Anyway, the Bill has 
been before the country for Home time: there has not been a terrible 
outcry agiiiiiMt it all over the country. At any rate we all know that. 


Mr. B. C. OHATTERIEE: But no one knew about tbe Bill. 

Or. NAREiH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I shall not inrhaps he 
wrong ill Haying (hut those who represent flie {leople at large in this 
Council have had ample knowUnlge of the provisions of the Bill, 
inasmuch as it was introiUiced in the Council long ago. If the hon’ble 
members who are opposing tlie Bill at the present moment thought 
that the country lias not lieen given a proper op|H>rtunity, might I 
inquire what were they doing all this time^ Was it not their duty to 
instruct the people to voice their opinion against itK The real thing is 
iliai the country <]oes not (are to oppose it. and 1 am doubtful whether 
the itai Bahadur and Mr. l*oddar wxiuld have the courage to address a 
public me<^titig 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: We have no necessity at all 
to do so. 

Dr. NARiiH CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: I do know that. I do 
know that there is no puhli(' liody in Bengal which will support the 
proposal of Mr. Poddar. But the question has got to be considered, and 
the Bill has got to l>e rt^ferred to a Select (*ommittee. I take it that the 
silence of the country is an eloquent evidence of the (country’s support 
to the Bill Wing considered. 

• 

TBi NmPBM Mn W* D* R. PRENTICE: Sir, I rise to exphun to 
the Oewincil the attitude of Government in regard lo this niattsr. We 
propose lo support it on the distinct understanding, as stated by the 
Khan Bahadur when he moved his resolution, that this Bill may he 
sttbjeetkd to considerahle modifications in the Select Cammittee» niter 
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of tlie receiTed m the result of eirouktioii, eiid 

of Oowmment on eertain of the eontamed 

Government full,v realise that this k m Bib which will require 
the iftoet oereful examination to enquire that iU effect on the eoouomio 
etmoture wil| be beneficial and not hartuful and it is only on that 
iinderaianding that we support the motion for its n*fereuce to a Select 
Committee. 

Mr* MAREHDflA KUMAR BA8U: On a point of information, Sir, 
I should l>e glad to know how all that has to l>e done could be done 
before the 7th of January. 

TIni HtMI*bli Mr* W* 0* R» RRCNTIOEs There u nl>out six weeks' 
time ahead. 

Rabu KMETTER MOHAN RAY: Mr. President, Sir, though I 
entirely sympathise with the obje<!t of the Bill, namely, to give relief to 
the agriculturists, I oppose that the Bill in its present f»>iin should not 
be talren into f'onsidenition and passed. 

The agriculturists, tcir^whose Ix’nefit this Bill has heeii intnalured, 
will find little relief if the Bill is passed into low. Perha])S my friend, 
the mover, has hastily drafted the Bill, to allay the clamour of some of 
bis supporters and frdlowers. The Bill is not comprehensive and has 
not touched many (piestions which are exercising the mind of the people. 
In introducing the Bill, my friend, the Khan Bahadur, told the House 
that the principal object was t^i suppress the Kabuli nuisance with 
which several districts, specially in West Bengal and North Bengal, 
were infested. Measures which the hon*ble iiK>ver has proposed for sup- 
preesioD of the evil, are contained in clauses 5, fi and 7 of (ho Bill. But 
these provisions are so comprehensive that they will interfere with 
the legitimate business of mone>'dending in this country. I know a 
good many people of the Dacca district which is the richest district in 
Fast Bengal, who are carrying on money-lending and other business in 
several districts of East Bengal, and the agriculturists and some 
mahajam borrow money from them at cheap rates of interest. It is due 
to the preeenoe of this clam of big capitalists in these districts that the 
rmlee of interest have been kept low. 

This Bill seeks to do away with the stipulation for compound interest. 
But the compound intereet is a safeguard for spee<ly and regular 
realisation of interest. If this safeguard is taken away, mon^ will ffy 
•by of the money-lending bustjiesi, and the agriculturisie who* are in 
need of money for carrying on cnhivatton will suffer. The joint stock 
banks wbicb are carrying on busineii in our country and l«s»d money 
to tbe enltivaickn at a comparatively cheap rate of intereet will be bard 
bH if ompoond intereet ia aliogether Imnned. Tbee# bnnke derive 
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tliw working capital hy taking dapoaita of »bq|«y lor wliicli tlho^ pay 
ooBipcmiid intareai witk jiix-monthly kiiti, Ezcop^g tlia iMuiiu, 
prirata tiioney*ian«leni do not, as a rule, charge compound intoFMi on 
loans advam od on Him pie bonds. It is only in tha caaet of Sftonay 
lent on mortgage Ixinds that componnd interest is stipnlat4^ in the bond 
in order to ensure regular payment of interest. Even in the cases of 
mortgage>debts, compound interest, as a rule, is not charged if the debt 
it repaid amicably and without intervention of the courts. There are 
cases in which the stipulation for com]>ound interest works hardship on 
the debtors. These are exceptional cases and fkime means should be 
devised to afford relief to rases of exceptional hardships. To do away 
altogether with the (xmifiound interest is to strike af the root of the loan* 
bnsiness which is essentially necessary for carrying on cultivation and 
internal trade of the crountry. 

As regards the provisions for supplying information hy the creditor 
to the debtor, the debtors will find p<:K»r consolation from such provisions. 
In order to obtain informations a delitor must apply to the subdi visional 
officer and deposit annas eight fee in the prescrilied manner. This 
means that the delitor who is illiterate will have to engage a mukhtear 
to do the work. The deh<i»r will get the injormation supplied by the 
creditor from the said Magistrate. This procedure will involve troubles 
and expenses which are not coraiiiensurute with the advantages gained 
hy the debtor. Besides, in almost every case, the debtor who lives at a 
distant villagi' in the interior has to travel four times, at least 20 to *10 
miles, ill order to get the ilesired information. These provisions are 
worse than useless. 

Then I come to the question of the rate of interest allowable in law. 
Clause 15 of the Bill provides that the money-lender will not he able 
to charge more than 18} per rent, in cases of secured loans and Tfi per 
cent, in cases of unsecured loans. In <mr parts (*f the country*, before 
the economic depression had set in, the agriculturists used to obtain 
loans at average rates varying from 0 per cent, to 18 per cent. But 
my friend Khan Bahadur said in his intnwluctttry speech that Tippera 
and Myiuensingh were the worst offenders in respect of usurious 
intereits. Perhaiis my friend the Khun Bahadur and other members 
of the Bunking Inquiry Committee gained this experience from the 
figures obtained from the law' courts. Had they consulted the books 
of the creditors who generally live at villages, their experience would 
have been otherwise. In normal times, suhetantial cultivators with- 
out security of their lands and cultivators in general, on seotrity of 
their holdings. umhI to get loans as I mid before at rates varying from 
6 pet cent, to 18 per cent, tlf course there were exceptionnl cases fa 
which the debtors had to pay interest at higher rates but h^ow the 
rates of interest profOwied in the Bill. Therefore, I feel coastrainad 
to say that the provisions of the Bill will not wMmd any rtliof to l&O 
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i tl kiikt in 4ittnci of Tii>pm. I do not Ikiak Ouii Um 
of moBoydendflli will raffor if tlio mto of intm# ofo 
roddoid to 12 per f^oni. in ai»e of ttcurod lonnt nnd to M {Mr o«nt. 
lA iincecuiod loons. Tho Ofrirultiinatt in tlio {MPiiinl 

rironniiioncoo of tlio country will not dsrivo ony bonnil 
whotevrr from the Bill if it is passed into law. CultiTOtoin 
and traders and mahajans in their turn who used to borrow money from 
higger oapitaliete and other people are burdened with a heavy load of 
dehla. They are unable to repay debts even if interest on debts is 
remitted. In the present ecMinomir condition into which the country 
has been plunged, what is needed most is to mmeert. measures to relieve 
the eronomio depre<wii<ifi. This ran be done either by raising the prices 
of jute and other agrirultnral products or by adjustment of debts. If 
the first means is not feasible, then the latter should he adopted ond 
debts should be adjusted all round from top to bcdtom. The debts were 
incurred at tisiies when jute whs selling at Rs. 10 to Rs. 12 per mauud 
and rice at Rs. 4} to Rs, fi per maund. In the present economic con- 
dition of the country if the debtors are compelled to repay the contracted 
amount of loans, they would be paying double or sf»metimes treble the 
amount in terms of commodity prices. These are (pieslions which should 
engage the Htteiition of the Government and public men of the lountry. 
Tinkering with eionomir pr<ddems a*ill not do. Isolated attcmpUi 
like the present Bill may serve the purpose of elec’tioneering propngandit, 
but these will not bring any relief to those for whose relief the Bill is 
professed to l>e introducwl in the Council, 1 would urge the Govern- 
ment and leaders of our <-ountrv to put their heads i(»gether to devise 
means with the advice of exfM»rts, for the amelioration of the economic 
r*ondition of the country. 


Another obje« tionahle feature of the Bill is to make the so-called 
usurious rate of interest penal. I chii well understand that a c-reilitor 
who lends money at a usuriiois rate of interest, should be deprived of 
such interest, but I cannot understand that the man should lie punisbetl 
because he lends money at rates of interest which is lianned as usurious 
by draMic legislation. This is entirely against all canons of juris- 
prudence and I'ommon sense. Then the problem will arise as to evidence 
required for pvtiving that a particular pernon is a habitual usurer. If 
debtors combine sod speak against a man being usurious, the pof>r man 
will he ronvictefl if the Bill is passeil into law. For all these reasons, I 
oppose the motion. 


4-15 p.m. 

Mr. 1. 0. OHATTfillJfiS As one who has paid more interest 
in ersditors than any cither memher of this House, I claim tbs ttatltfml 
figbi to «|»fak on this subject. 1 only wish my friend had brought 
in Ihia Bill emrlier, for I could have then escaped puying intmst tn 
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my creditors. Joking apart, I am afraid this yomg legiilatim is 
•howing an increasing predatory instinct. The mamhetrs were for 
plucking the zamindart the other day, now they are for robbing the 
money-lenders. But legislation cannot stop the working of natural laws. 
(A voiCK: Have not usurers l>eeii condemned everywhere, even in 
England K) 

Ufa B* 0« CHATTERdEE: That is .%o. Lord Bacon pronounced 
his classical condemnation on usurers hy saying that the usarer’s plflii^ 
alone goes on Sundays. He meant that whileeall production of wefjStb 
is suspended on Sumlays, the money-lender *8 interest accrues on 
day too. But in spite of lx>r(l Bacon's condemnation, all the ttsuf^ 
legislation in Knglaud has remuinefl a dead letter through the centuries. 
In fact, looking into English economic history we find the oenturiei 
littered with legislation of all sorts trying to restrict or stop the operatioi] 
of inexorable economic laws; and all such legislation registered failuref 
one after another. We learned the great dictum of Sir H. Maine in 
our student days that the progress of civilisation signified a movement 
from status to contract. Are you, the legislators of Bengal, going tc 
drag us buck into status by nlKdishing the freedom of contract between 
lenders and borrowers? A certain quantity of money is wanted every 
year to finance Bengal's cultivation; those who want it must have it on 
the terms on which they can get it. It is a question of supply anti 
demand, and if you wish to rut across the law relating thereto by legist 
lation, nr© you sure you will not end by cutting across cultivation? Yon 
cannot force anylMidy to lend money un your terms; those who will b« 
wanting it will gladly do ho by evading your factitious terms. What 
I ask for is, do not be in too much hurry to legislate; see how legisla* 
tion of this kind has foundered and failed in other countries, instead ol 
rushing in merely to repent their mistakes and re-learn at the cost they 
had had to pay, I should appeal to the Select Committee to be circum- 
•peel and slow. 

[At 4-20 p.m. the Council adjourne<J for prayer and it reassembleci 
pi 4-30 p.m,] 

Babtt KIBNORI MOHAN OHAUDHURI: 1 do not think that 
this is an opportune moment for intrf»ducing this Bill or for taking early 
action on it. I hare full sympathy with the object of ibis Bill and 1 
congratulate the mover for taking early action in this mattar. Tbs 
money-lenders are at present hard hit and if further stepa were tc 
prevent them from realising their money, they will be hit still bardar. 
When one is in need of money, he is Iniund to take it on any tetma.— 
at an uiurimis rate of interest, but gradually the rate of interesi will 
•djiiit itself according to the law of supply and defnand. I know of «i 
inatance when a man who borrowed Rs. 60 had to execute bandnoie te 
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Ill •6AMI eultiyatom m in gml ii««d of momy for p$y^ 
ittiiil to ilio doy Uboorors who help iho former ia oattiaf the jate aad 
ltiir|dnir them in water. At that time in our part of the oountry we 
oHea oome across cases when an interest of two annas per rupee per 
month is chaiged for the money lent and the tiorrower is obliired to take 
the money at that rate of interest. Although I think that my friend 
Shan Bahadur Asisul Haque*s Bill is a step in the right direction, I 
earnestly request him to take the t*oiisetit of the House to re*circuUte 
09 Bill and to consider the situation as to how the money question can 
be solved. Agricultural wants must first W solved and if that is 
done, this Bill will he of no use to the borrowers. 

445 p.m. 

Namh MUtHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan BMlmOur: Sir, I have heard 
with considirable patience the speei'hes delivered by the mover of this 
motion and the gentlemen from the mcmeydending class, as also by the 
Oovemment MemWr. 1 see the (iovenimeni is preparetl to send ibis 
Bill to Select Committee. 1 am not of course against sending the Bill 
to Select Committee, hut Fcuunt h) sound a note of warning at this stage 
of the case. These legislations no doulit are very laudable and very 
welcome at normal times, «heii iiioiiev is plentiful and money can be 
had just for the asking. When my friend Khun Bahadur Axixul Haque 
was moving into the interior of this presideiirv in connection with the 
Banking Inquiry Committee, he wiw everylmdy fiushed wriih funds and 
everybody at that time tomplaiued that the rate of interest was un<* 
doubtedly very high and that it ought to he reduced. If he would now 
go Itack to the country on a similar mission, he would prrdmhly find that 
there is practically no money in the country; even at a very high 
interest you will not get any money. The biggest znmindmi failing to 
pay their revenues are l)egging from dof»r to door to get money at 30 per 
cent, interest or prolwldy at much higher rate, but still they are not 
getting it, and lots of propertii^ are being sold now at five times or six 
iimee the prtifit money and sometimes I noticei] at prac*tically no price. 
That is the present condition of the #vmntry. When T sf>eak out my mind 
I want to impress on the (Wemment Bench s|»ecinlly this idea that they 
ought to he very very cautious in dealing with a difficult subject like 
thia. As regards (he rate of interest, that is not the intporUnt point 
now; the real trouble is where to get the money. When I find that 
avarybody is prepared to give the higheet rate of interest, never nttnd 
how much, to save his mmimdari, how can you now restrict the tale of 
intaresiF I do not say that this will be the order of the day for ever; 
thara must be change in the economic condition of the oountry and T 
, think that if my friends on the Treasury Bench will care to consider the 
inaaent eoonomic condition and will try to solve the problem properly, 
41 ja in Ihatr power. reaHv epnakiiig, to give relief, hut unfartanitaly wa 

7 
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art net fioding any activity on their part in this directioii^ When I 
My that I am giving this note of warning, I would rather ash them to 
consider this opinion of mine. 1 can give you a picture of the present 
economic condition of my part of the country. I got information that 
two of my countrymen ac*tually hanged themselves in a enei^bouring 
district of mine for want of food and died. They are not zamindan, 
they are the persons who ought to get money now. 1 would impress 
upon the Government Bench to consider whether they would be prepared 
at this time to advance some money to the Collectors or to the SuMm«> 
sional Officers or even to the tliaua officers to sdve people from starva* 
tion. If they w^ould be prepared to place a good amount of money in 
the hands of these officers and if the people are Informed that money 
can he had from all thes<* officers when there is real necressity or whyn 
they are at the point of starvation, then this question of moneylenders 
will disappear, hut at present if you want to save our compatriots from 
starvation and from death, I would not touch the money-lenders at all. 
If the money-lenders would advance money at this stage, I shall ba 
qui^ happy get the money. As regards the Bill itself, I am not 
against it at all provided effect is given to it in normal times, never 
mind when — may he ten years hence, I do not mind. What I say is 
this, that in normal times you can restrici these things but not in 
abnormal times like this. Gf course my friends have all disc’ussed the 
details of the Bill. The Bill wants a lot of ainendmente and improve-* 
ments and I know that they will la* put in. I need not go into them at 
all now. What 1 want to itiipreHM upon the minds of the Government 
Members specially is that (he time must he taken into consideration 
before effect is given to the Bill. 

Hr* SNANTI SHCKHARESWAR RAY* Sir, I am surprised at 
the attitude of Government as expressed in the sfieech of the Hon'ble 
Mr. Prentice. Well, in the lirst instam^e, he «q>pose<) the cirtmlatiou 
of the Bill. The Bill has been before the country for a very short time 
and it is rather a matter of great surprise that a representative of the 
Governinent should rise and say that further circulation is unneoesMry, 
preeumably cm the ground that Government are in poeeeesion of ali 
materials which may be ne<'esaary to (?ome to a decision in the mattar. 
A decision must be arrived at within the short ^leriod of six weekaf || 
this matter is of such urgent necessity, the Oovemmeni stand condemnii 
for neglecting the mattar so long. It was for them to bring forward a 
measure like this hut apparently Government did not Itnow their 
The llon*h1e Mr. Prentice has not given us any idea about the attitnda 
of Government in the matter. He says well, let there be a Select Com* 
vuttee and give us license to change the Bill in any way we like, le it 
not ridiculous f Well, if the Government had acctf^ the fonarai 
piovinoni of the Bill, we would have been in a position to ofcr mt 
oritioiaitts in a serious mood. I do not know what inspired Hm ibnilir 
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l^tttici to make this tipoeok; wktlW bti tnpport w oppotiiioii it 
bulii oa political groandt or m the tnerito of mm. Str^ Khau 
Bi^MwIor Atiaal Htique in to lie c'otigrniutoted on hit iagaaaity, ilovtfa* 
laiBi it ta want of funda and he hat brought forward a Bill which will 
gift Ooceraideat a lot of money in licenae fees. Every uioaey-leadar 
hat to pay Ra. 10 to get a license from the District Magistrate. 

ICiaM BalMMliif Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUit Sir, my friend should 
bt more ougniiant of tf^ facts. 

^ Mr. tHANTI tllEKHARftWAR RAYl Well. I have the Bill 
befm nt. 

Mr. FREilDfiNT: Yoti must not go into details. 

Mr. tHANTI tHEKHAREtWAR RAY: My point was that fiiera 
was a bait l>efore (Jovernmeiit that they will get s«une money fniin 
license fees. Well, perHonully 1 see no objection to the Bill going to a 
iSele<*t Committee t^ecause I know the House is very synipathetie timarcls 
Bills brought forward by noii-othcials up to ii certain xtage and there is 
also a natural dislike to hurt any one's feelings. Ho my grievance is 
not against the Bill going to the Selwt roinmitte<\ but going to jt 
without a declared jKdicy from the Ooverniiieni Benches, 

5 p.m. 

Ulm Raliadyr Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEl 1 am afraid it will tmi \m 
pcMMiible for me within the short time at iiiy dis{saial to answer ui) th# 
fsuiits which have lieeii raised in favour of re>circulation. I may §1 
cuice say that some of my friends have been utterly oblivious of the fad 
that a notificaticui wa?* published in the (imette inviting puhlio 

opinion and criticism from the vuri<>us usscH'iations. Coforiutialely some 
of the associations have not ccune forward with (heir opinions (hough 
Mime of them have. But that is no reaiuin why. in view of the fa<*t that 
this piece of legislation has lieen supported hv my coinmunity, it should 
not go to the Select Committee. My friend Mr. B. C. CbaUerjee 
has not cared to see the newspajiers for some time probably on account 
**?^*'®^*^******1 engagements, but if he bad seen side by side the ocHrms* 
pliidence which apjieared in some of (he newspapers— -the Libert if ^ 
Admmee^ Mvtmlman and other papers — he must have noticed that many 
have welcomed the features of (he Bill even in their editorials. ant 
afmtd that it is only in this (biuncil House that it is (MMisiblo for a 
mamlier to rnisread facts and also to miitpare the economic situation of 
England with that of Bengal. I do not know in what century my 
Iriand read the oconomir history of England, but if he had cared to 
read the ecfinomic history of England thoroughly, he would dnd that 
Viltoilar enactment was paiuied in 1900, retnodiEed again in UAt and 
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very re<;eatly the English Money-lendere Act had been passed. I am 
afraid my friend Mr. B. C. Chatterjee is very much annoyed that doles 
are being given, but if his poilry is followed, I am sure it would pave 
the way to bringing ulauit u state of affairs which he does not want. 
Some of my friends have waxed eloquent over the presenf utter starva* 
tion of the money-lenders, of the landlords and others. We in this 
House have full sympathy for the starvation of everybody, but there 
ore other jieople in whose interests this Bill has been brought forward 
and it is only to give relief to those classes people that this Bill 
has Iweii brought ff»rwar<l in this House. All sorts of political 
theories have l»een raisiHl. I have nothing to #ay as regards the 
general theory. I will only say this much that it would certainly 
bring about a millennium. It would be mH‘essary for the legislature 
not only to pass this measure but also such other measures by which 
one might not get all his debts realised. That is the human history. 
It is not possible for the legislature to pass every legislation by which 
money-lenders may get all the relief they want. The object of my 
Bill is to show that the present Usurious licuins Act is a failure. If 
my friemls cared to read the opinions of judicial offiiers taken in 
thi* year they would see that everylxldy has said that the Act 

has failed in Bengal. What is the remedy? Everybody is in sympathy. 
If is quite open to everyWly including the money-lenders to give relief. 

I miy this mucli that my measure merely aiiiH that there should be a 
detinite late of l)evoiid wliidi the court shall ron^ider it to be 

extortionate. That is a definite measure. In any (ane public opinion 
has been sufficiently known by the Banking Inquiry Committees, both 
Pn»vin('ial as well us ( enfnil, as als<» by the volume*, of opinion pul>. 
lished ill >arious iiewsporuTs. I, therefore, opjios** the motion for re- 
circulation 

Mr, PRESIDENTS There ai * \arious amendiueiits in ( onner t^on 
with the personnel of the Select ('(unmittee I do not think [ need 
touch any one of them at this stage 1 should like to know if the Houae 
wants this Bill to l>e re-circulated for eliciting public opinion. I would 
af'iwdiiigly put that motion first. 

The motion (hat the Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 19.3 , f®. 

oiiTuIated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31ti 
Januar>% ia%3. was then put and a division taken with the following 
result I — — 


AVtt, 


•eetrilf nai 


eatiiiiea Mata. 

Mr. 1, c. 

* 
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NOtS. 


MMli KIhmi|« MiiMmmiM, 

lUMMi 

Mil«l 

Ali INMtvi Mft 
Aiwt t r ufc L. 

Maitlvi tliaiii AAiiiai* 

•AfciA, natitvi tyttf 

Ml, MM UMit KMMr. 

•at* fUM tatitto Sarat Chaiiara. 

•aaa, Mr. NaraMra Kaiaar. 

••mM. Hr* »• ••• 

•ata, Mr. A. M. * 

OMaMart, K^an •atuMur Maatwl All* 

eiMaaiian, KAaa AaHaiMt Maulvi NaKar 
•aAaiaa. 

•liaailiari, Maatvi ty«a Ooiaaa Haiatr. 
Cluail i a r y. Maatvi Mural Abtar. 
oiiawaiiunr* Hajl aaii AHmM. 

OHaMliary, Maulvi AMal oaaiil. 

Oaliaa, Mr. 0# J. 

Caaalaavr* MaiarOaiMral w. V. 

•am Mai laaaAur Kaaiifil Kuaiar. 

Daft. Na» aaaaaur Or. Nariaaan. 
faraaai, tlM Hua'blv Maaab K. C. M.., 
Kbaa talMMlttr. 

FaaauA. Mr. L. M. 
fiaatalt. Hal tabaiur lutil KunMf. 
Qbaiaavl, iIm MaaMi Albaai Sir Abavl- 
aarlai. 

C«t«ar»ol. Mr. H. N. 

Naaim, Maulvi AMuf. 

Naaav, Kbaa iahaaur Maulvi Atirul. 
NaiMMrtafi. Mr. A. 0. N. 

Natg, Mr. 0. a. 


Haaaa, Katl taiMaU 

Hvvain, Nawab Matbarruf, Mbaa oabaiar^ 

Haap vr , Mr. 0. 0* 

Katam, Maulvi Abal« 

Khan, Khan tabatfar Maulvi Maanaia 

AH. 

Khaa, Maulvi TaailtuMla. 

Kbaa* Mr. Haiaur Habaiab. 

Mitiar, tba Maa’bla ttr Mravaab Oba a iMV 
Maaiia, Kbaa HabaAttr Mubaiaiaaa Abiak 
Mubbarji, Hal tabatfur taiUb Cbaatfra. 
Mtira. Mr. 0. F. 

Mbilaal. Mr. N. 0. V. 

Mraatiai, tba Maa^bta Mr. W. 0. H. 
Ouaaaai, Maulvi Abut. 

Mabaaai, Mr. A. 

Habmaa, Maulvi Ailiur. 

Habaiaa. Mr. A. F. M. AbAuts 
Hay. Habu Amulyaibaa. 

Hay ObavAbury, Mr. K. 0. 

HflA. Mr. H. N. 

! Haul. Habu Moiaal. 

! Hay, Mr. talMawar AlHob. 

1 Hay, tba Haa'bit Mr. Allay FraaaA AlHiHi 
! iabaaa, Aabu ta»va KIrbar. 

•aratr. Hai iaMa HabaU MMaa. 

•aa, Mr. A. H. 

; saa OuHta, Or. Marath ObaiiAra. 

' tbab, Mbutvi AbAui NamlA. 

•vlataiaa, Maulvi MubaaiaiaA. 
itaalviaa, Mr. M. i. 

TawaaaA, Mr. H. F, V. 

Wliaiaaaa, Mr. H. R. 

WaaAbaaA, Iha MtalHa Mr. 4 . A. 


Tf»r Am'-h U-iii;: II uiui tlir di'l, <hi» liiotiniJ loal. 


5-15 ii m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: fWforp I lakr* up lh<* uiiUMkdiiif'ntn ndatinif to 
tho perfM3iiu#»l of tho Select (Vmimilteis I should like the Uoune to ^lecidi 
whathar tha Hill «ihouId l»a referml to a Selec t (’oiuiiiiftaa at iill. 

The question in that the Monay-laudrr** Hill, H**! . I»c refarrcil 

to A Salai’t (‘oinmittaa. 

Tba motiou waa put and ai^raad to 

Mr.P.SANERJI: IWg to niova that after the iiiima <d Itiii H|ihndur 
SttAil Kumar Oatigaii the following inimea !»•* inm*rled, namely — 

Mr. Shanti Shakhareawar Kay, and 
Mr. P. Hanarji. 


Tbe iitoliou wav put and agreed to. 
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KhM BaiNHiiir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUI: Before the other motions 
ere mored, I should like, with your permiseion, Sir, to place an amend- 
ment contain in c ertain names who are representatives of some influential 
parties. 

t 

Mrs PREtlOEHT! Are those names mentioned in any of the nmend- 
metits P 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Yes, Sir. My new 
amendment contains the following names: — ^ 

Muulvi Tamizuddin Khan, 

Mr. J. N. Basn, 

Mr. H. S SuKmwardv, 

Itai Satyendra Kiimnr Das Bahadur, and others. 

Mr« PRESIDENT* Do 1 understand that if these name.s are included, 
the ameiMlments of vvliieh uotiee ha.s l»een given will not he moved? 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE ^ I do not know, Sir, and 
if i.s with thal view, that is, to prevent the m(»ving of the amendments, 
thni I heg \our |K'rmiHsioii to move iny new amendment. I will move 
iny amendment only if these amendments are withdrawn or not moved 

Mr* PRESIDE NT* I think I hud hotter go on with the amendments 
on the pu|HU. You might move your amendment after they have been 
disposed of. 

The ftdlowing motion was called Imt not movcMl : — 

Haji BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY to move that after the name of 
Bui Bahadur Sunil Kumar Uuiigali the following names he inserted, 
namely : — 

Mauhi Taini»udditi Khan. 

Muuhi Ahul Kaseiu, 

Rai Bahadur Knmini Kiiiiuir Das. 

Muuhi Nural Ahsar (’houdhury, and 

llaji Bad) Ahmed t'howdhtiry. 

Bahu EUK LAL NAG* I heg to move that after the name of Rai 
Bahadat Sunil Kuniur Dungnli the following mimes he inserted, 
namely ; — 

Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai, and 

Bahu Suk 1^1 Xag. 

ThcH motion wa^ put uiid lost. 
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' The {dlowi&g motiona were railed but not moved; — 

IM MndHr SATYENDRA KUMAR OAS to more thfti after tilie 
aime of Bai Bahadur Susil Kumar OaniMli the following name# h« 
inai^edt namely: — 

Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar, 

Babu Hem Chandra Hoy Choudhuri, and 
Hai Bahadur Satyoridni Kumar Daa. 

• 

Rai Sahib SARAT CHANDRA BAL to move that after the name 
of Hai Bahadur SuhiJ Kumar (iungali the following nameN be in«ertedp 
aamely : — 

Hai Sahib Hebat* Mohuii Surker, 

Babu Amulyadhan Huy, and 
Ttai Saliib Saral Chandra Bal. 


Matlivi ABDUL HAKIM to move that after th»* name of Hai Bahadur 
8uf»il Kumar (lan^ali tlo^ fidlowinj;;^ nameM be inA4‘rtiHl, namely; — 

Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Huij. and 

Maulvi Abdul Hakim. 

Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY: i be^ to ttuive that after the name of 
Rai Buliadui Sii**i| K uniat (iaiipali the fol)oaiii)r r»am«» be inH«»rted, 
fianitdy; 

Hai Haluidui Safietidra Kuiiuir IbiR. 

I have exehnb^d my own name, Sir. 

The motion wu*! put and agreed to. 

Babit KHBTTER MOHAN RAY: 1 hv^: to mo%e that after tin' loinie 
of Hai Bahadur Sunil Kiimur (ian^^ali the followinij' narneA be irn»erted, 
itamely : — 

Mr. Ananda Mohan i’oddar. 

Babu Sati«b t'handra Ray Cbowdbury, and 

Babu K bet ter Mohan Hay. 

The mutton mua put and loNt. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think the name <d Mr d. S. >vjio h>ti 

bf€l pnifioml by the iiiemf»er in i harjfe of the Bill, and of Hai Bahadur 
Satyendfa Kumar Da**, whoae name ha** already i»**btded liy a 

motion, may be omitted from the iteit umtion. # 
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Mr. ANANOA MOHAN PODDARs All rif^hU Sir. I a<;eordiiigly 
bepr to wove that after the name of Rai Bahadur Susil Kumar Qangali 
the following name« be inaerted, namely; — 

Babu K better Mohan Ray, 

Rai Bahadur Ke»hab Chandra Banerji, 

Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose, and 
Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar. 

The motion wae put and lost. 

(At 5-dO p.iii, the Council wan adjourned *for prayer and it 
reawnibled at 5-40 p.m.) 

The following iiiotio»»H were not moved: — 


Ktii EMOADUL HOQUE to move that after the name of Rai 
Bahadur Sunil Kumar Gangab> the following narncA be innerted, 
namely : — 

Muul\i IJusHan Ali, and 
Kaxi Kmdudul Hoque. 


Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI to move that after 
the nanu* of Itui Bahadur Stmil Kumar (iangali tie* following namea 
be inserted, namely; — 

Mr. Aiuinda Mohan Poddar, 

Bai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das, 

Uni Bahadur Knmini Kumar Dan, and 
Babu Hem t'hunrira Roy t^houdhuri. 

Rai BahtBtN* KAMI N I KUMAR DAS to move that after the namv 
of Rai Bahadur Sus^il Kumar (uiiigali the follow ng names b'» inserted, 
namely 

Babu Satya Kinkar Sahaita, 

Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, 

Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt, 

Rai Bahadur Kamtni Kumar Das, 

Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose, 

Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Dan, and 
H%ji Badi Ahmed Chowdliury. 
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IQitfi iilMMfeir iiwfvi AZiZUL HAQUIS With ymt permiMioii, 
Sift Z he|c to move that the following further nanie«i be added to the 
Select Gimmittee as moved by me : — 


Babu Khejtter Mohan l(ay» 

Mr. 11. S. Suhrawardy, 

Kasi Emdadul Iloque, 

Mr. J. N. Basu, 

Mr. Anaoda Mohua Poddar» 

Rai Sahib Surat ('handra Hal, 

Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Uahinan^ and 
Maulvi TamiEuddin Khun. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The ({ueMtion i** that (he HengnI Monev-leiidpra 
Bill, Uhl , be lefeiied to a Se!«‘< t (’oininiUtv eoiiMNtnig of — 

(/) The llou’ble Menibn in < bulge of the .Judieuil Department, 

(^) Mr. A. (i. It. HenderMm, 

(3) Mr. S\ anni|>ro««a<i Mo<»k<»rjee, 

( 4 } Khun Raliadiir Maulvt Aliiinixxunitiii (Munidhuri, 

Mr. W. (’. Wor<Dworth. 

(6) Dr. Xaresh Uhandiu Sen (iupta, 

(7) Mttuhi Abdul Humid Shah, 

(.V) Itaju Ilhu|iiutdiu \uru\uti Siithu Ihihmlur. of XuMhipur, 

(0) Mr. Xareiidra Kumar Buhu, 

( 20 ) Khun Buhutiur Maulvi Mubufiimad Abdul Motnin, 

(II) Utti Bahadur Su^il Kuttiur (turigali, 

(22) Babu Khettei Mohan Ha>, 

(23) Mr. If S. Sithruwaid), 

( 14 ) Kan Krndiidul H<Hiue. 

(23) Mr. J. X. Basil, 

(/6') Mr. Anandu Mohan Uoddat, 

( 27 ) lUi Sahib Surat Uhundru Bal, 

(15) Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rihmaii, 

(10) Mr. Shantt Shekharionrar Ray, 

(2^0 Mr. P. Hanerji, 

(22) Rai Bahodur Satyendra Kumar Da#, 

(22) Maulvi Tamiiuddin Khan, and 
(Zl) Khan Itahadnr Maulvi Atiaul Haque, 
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with ioitructioii to submit their report hy the 7th JuiiiiAry nextlliid that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to institute 
a quorum shall be five. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Mela Sanitation Bill, 1S32. 


bAh p.m. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; I 4)eg to move that the 
Bengal Mela Sanitation Hill, 19*12, be referred to a Select Committee. 
At thin stage, I shall not discuss the question of the personnel of the 
committee. 1 shall give the names later on. 

This Hill has been circulated for eliciting public opinion, and I find 
that except a certain gentleman, a very large number of Imdies has 
pmctically supporteil my Hill. I mu.st make it clear that the Hengal 
JiO<'al SelMlovernment (Amendment) Hill is on the legislative anvil, 
and if the provisions of this Hill are incorporated in that Hill, I shall 
certainly delete thow^ provisions from this Hill. With these words, I 
beg to m«»ve its reference to a Select (’ommittee. 

I also move, Sir, that the date for the submission (»f the rejurt be 
extended up to dlst January, 19*h'b 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. BiilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may 1 at this 
wtage state the (ioverninent point of view.^ What 1 want to jMiint out 
is lluit (iovernnu'nt are not opfMised to tlie motion toi retelling the Hill 
to Selwt Committee, but they agriM» io do so on the strict understonding 
that if the SeltH t Committee find that in view of i lause 58 of the l/ocal 
Self-dovernment Hill, this Hill is quite Miperfiuous, or if the Selei't Com- 
mittee change the most iiiiportaiit provisimis of the Hill, the Khan 
Hahadur should Ik* pnqmred to withdraw it. (iovernment are agree- 
able to refer it to Selec t (\uumiltee without committing themselves to 
the princifdiKt ol the Hill <»r without any undertaking to suppoH it 
when the Selei t Committee rei>ort on it. On this understanding, Sir, 
I am. pre|mreil to sup}>ort the motion. 

Mr. PRSSIDENT: How are you going to have tliis undertaking? 

m. NARBNORA KUMAR BASU: On a t>oint of order. Sir. Can 
the Khan Hahadur give any guarantee as regards the matter which con- 
cerns the whole Houae and in which the whole llouw is intereated? 
How can the Khan Hahadur press his motion for refereiue to a Select 
C-ommittee unless the principles of hi» Hill are first ar*cepted by tKu 
Houaef 
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Ml* IWEBIOBHTs Thi« in an important point indeed. But it muat 
l>e i«ttiell|beTed that the Khan Bahadur haa a larpre any in this matter 
inamitrh aa he can withdnia^ hif» Bill at any stage. 

Dn MAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: On a point of order. Sir. 
How can the Government give their assent to a motion for reference to 
a Select Committee anthout accepting the principles of the BillJ* 

Mr* PRESIDENT: •!( the House sends the Bill to the Select Com- 
mittee, it will sorely stand ('ommitted to the principles of the Bill. Bnt 
the Hon'lde Minister Inav have good reasmis for reiving on the member 
in charge of the Bill if he giv4*s such an undertaking as the Ihui’hle 
Minister wants. 

Khan Eahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. may I offer an 
explanation y 1 think I should fiankly express m\ point of view. My 
first |M)int is the «‘mdieution (d pntstituf ion from mrltn. There is another 
pi»int* and that is sanitation If the seeoml point is <'overe<i hy the Coeal 
Self-(ro\crninent Bill. 1 woyld not press it. 



Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it is m»t pt>ssihlt» to carry on prolrarted 
negotiations f<»r a eoiuprjunisc on the floor the llous<‘, uiui the Hnn'hle 
Minister must make up his nitiid either to sup|M>rt or oppose the motion 
before the II oilse, 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. SUOY PRAtAO tINCH ROY: If ilir KImii 

Rahitilor cU-arlx iiii(l<‘rHliiii(l. wliiil 1 nii'an, I Imvf no oliji'i lion. 

Khan RaluMliir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUI: I fnllv iin.l<-r«inn<1 tlio 

Ifon'IiU' .M mister 5 |H>int ol \ h*w . 

Mr* SARAT KUMAR ROY : Sir, I rise to op|M>se the Bill. Aceotfl. 

ing to the meiul«*r-in-eitarge. tlie effei't of the Bill appeals to be this, 
that although mrUtt and fairs fetch g<M)d income to tiieir firoprietorw, 
yet the latter do not maintain firc»jM*r sanitary arrangements there, and. 
as a result, etddemir iliseases break out and cauiw* ravages even in the 
neighbourhocMi. 

The remedy suggested by the Bill is to vest hiHilth ofliiers, ap|K»inte<} 
by the district bi^artls and munieifiaHtiiMi, with enlarged p^wefli ot 
adttiinistniti%'e contr*d over the holding of these melat and fairs 

The questions that anifce are — 

(a) Whether enlargftl fmweni of the health oftieere will iwnre the real 
puriMwe. • 
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{h) Whether it is expedieot to ve«t sneh enlarged power* in these 
officers without constituting o competent authority to control 
and c}jw:k the proper exercise of their powers. 

(c) Whether the provision in the Bill for appeal against the decision 
of the health officer is sufficient to safeguard fl»e interests of 
private iiidividualK and will suffice to prevent undue inter- 
ference with the exercise of their rights and interests in Uieir 
immovable properties. 

(d) Whether the vesting of such wide power* in these health officer* 
will injuriously affect public interests. 

(r) Whether it is at all necessary to ena('t a*uew legislation when 
there are already provisions for the purpose in the existing 
legislation and when in the Bengal I.K>cal Self-Government 
( Anrendinent) Bill, which is now l)eff)ie the House, provisions 
have been made for the purpose. 

(/) Whether any new burden ot expenditure ought to be imposed 
up<»n the owners of the ineJns whose inconies in many cases 
are not as much as to enable them to bear the expenses without 
hardship. 


Now, Sir, I beg to submit that many of these mrlas are long-e.stabli8bed 
affairs, and in many cases they are connected with icligi(»UH ceremonies. 
The local pe<jple look forward to them for tin t>ppoTtunity, for not only 
satisfying their traditional and religious inclinations, Imt they also 
remain on the look-out for them for buying and selling various commodi- 
ties, household necessaries in hulk, agricultural implements, seetls, cattle, 
etc., for which they hardly get any opportunity elsewhere. It is 
not always possible for the poor villagers go to distant towns and 
Imtars for buying their necessaries, as such a t ourse is highly expensive 
and troublesome to them. 

It, therefore, cannot be denied that in the holding of tliene mrlns, the 
poor villagers are mstly interested. And I should say that certainly 
they and the vendi^rsare more intere‘‘te<l in them than tho.se who patronise 
the holding of the mrlos. It is our duty to tee that nothing hap|:>ens to 
jeopardise these public interests. 

In this connection, I consitler it necessary to discu*»s the reason for 
which district Inwrds were vested with the jmwers of control and supervi- 
sion over these laehis ami fairs, eU\ The bx al authorities were given the 
pQwe»' to inaugurate mehu and exhibitions in rural areas of the districi^ 
because it was t^ousideretl their fluty to encourage such mria* and exhibit 
lions for the agricultural and ef onomi*' development of the country. 
Theee mthu have, Uierefore, an edmative value, and possess eeononuo 
importance as well of a high order. There, one can exhibit the beet keedi 
for agriculture, the lieei cattle, s« ientifically improved agricultufal 
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BMi^iiiericNi, and other neoMaries before the mmm. District boards are 
aetaally holdingr ianteni lerture,'^ and other demonstmifous there to 
educate the public. Thi.^ jurisdiction which w^as conferred upon the 
boards was, therefore, intended to Ih» exercise^l rather for em*oum|^ing 
the holding of^these melax than for hampering or unduly interfering with 
private enterprise and {xUroiiage in favtiur of thorn. 


I (*<in»ider that it is dangerous to empower these local health officers 
with more extensive powers than wdiat they now onjoy. Several public 
servants and bodies havg also expressed the same opinion. These health 
officers are, hv education and training, onlv mediial graduates. They 
possess little adminisirutive training. Their proper function in office 
is to suggest the best means for preventing (he spread of disease^ and for 
looking to sanitary arrangements, rossessing us they do such scanty 
administrative experieme and capacity to estimate what loss to private 
property moans, 1 think that they should not be ttuth(»ri*ed U) detdde 
questions as to whether an individual or a body of them should be 
permitted to hold a mela — on exercise of right intimately connected with 
the proper enjoyment of his or their interests therein. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid you arc* going tem much into the 
edetaiis: \ou should sti< k to the princ iples underlying this Hill. 


Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY : Sir, I shall finish my speecdi prc»Hen(ly. 

Moreover, the health officer will often have to depend upon the reports 
of his siibordimites, sue li us sanitary inspee tcos, and their dec isions cvinnot 
always be regimled ns sound. 

Heme, I am strongly opposed to this Hill if its ohjec't be* — and, as a 
matter of fact, it iictually appears to W — to vest the health offic^ers with 
more extensive aclministnitive contred c»ver these public' institutions than 
at present. 

Sir, I must niso draw \oiu attention to the fact that the income 
derived from these* mrUu is not so huge as to enable the owners thereof 
to incur heav) expenss's, and any drastic' iiieiistires to t'ornpel them to 
incur heavy additional exjieuses will eventually have the effect of supprea- 
•ing many of them, there being no way to uinke additional iticoitie to 
moat «uch Aciditiofial expensas. 

Sir, I am in full sympathy with the earnestuess of the mover of Uia 
Bill to eradicate evils from theee mela$. Hut, I think, that the looal 
anihoriiiee are already vested with tuffieieiit powers for safeguatding 
public interests. The Bengal Ixrcal 8elf«Oovemment (Amendment) Bill 
now before the House is also going to deal with this matter adequately. 

I, therefore, consider it redundant and undesirable to do the tame 
tiling over again by a separate legtalaiton here. 

With theee words, I oppoee thie Bill. 



m MKMBEfig' B1U8. 

Mr. tHANTI MOleNARBtWAII RAY S Sir, it appe^ra tliiii me aza 
in for a near or(k*r of things. !)p till now, OoTemitient, ar ratker tha 
ilon'hle Min inter in charge of the l/nal HelHfoveminent l)epartiU6nt| 
has not uciepteri the principle underlying this Bill, but at the sailie 
time he iian no olije<*tiim to the measure going to a Select Committee. 


6 p.m. 

Bui it he hud considered the mutter M>riuuul>^ I think he would have 
realised that there was no cane for this Bill going into the Select Com* 
mittee at all. As u mutter of fact, the f/twal SelMiovernment Bill will 
he shortly coming up before this (%mncil uiul in that conneidion we shall 
have an opportunity of discunHing and deciding u|a)n the most important 
{Kiints raised in this Bill. By the time the Select Committee could 
pcjsaibly submit a rejwirt on this Bill, these details would be decided one 
way or the other. The tw*o imiwirtant points which have l^eeii raised in 
this Bill are the questitm ul»out the control over the inrlaji by the health 
ofHcers and the control in connection with the IcMation of prostitute 
quarters in meUt». Both these points were discussed at length in con* 
nection with the I/>cul SelMlovernment B^l in the Select (Committee 
and I lielieve they will be dis<‘ussed and fought «nit on the flfjor of this 
House w'hen that Bill comes }>efore the House. 1 do not see w*hat 
purpose will be served by referring the present Bill to a Select ('ommittee. 
There is another aspect of the question which Khan Bahadur Arizul 
Haque has (ompletely ignored and that aspect is -f refer to it with 
great hesitation — the fadiit ruisetl by the opinion expressed by Bangiya 
Sahitya Barisail. If I reniemlM*r ariKdit, they expre**sed the that 

the Bill, if passed into law. would encroach on the privilege of Hindus 
in holding mtlut on religious m’rusions. My friend Khun Bahadur Abdul 
Momin asks: **l)o the Hindus alone send pmstitutes!'” 1 ask him not 
to side<triH'k the issue by raising the question whether Hindus send 
prostitutes, but it is a question whether the hc»ult}i officer or any mail 
should have any wntrol over the mrlns held in loiinei'tion with religious 
oliaarvatious. Here in this Bill you say unless the health officer gives 
license no mMes are to be held. Am I to understand that I am to give 
up the celebnition of deities in cast* the health officer of Rajshahi thinks 
that adequate arrangements have not Wn made so far as sanitation ik 
concerned P The pro{)er course would lie not to interfere with MiMl 
which are held in ininnection with some religious festivals. You eKmim 
possibly control it. Ths country would not tolerate such interIjkMeo 
on the part of anybody and there would Im» serious riots if an eRort la 
made to do that. But, Sir, I do not want to gt> into the details hecauiO 
the whole question will come up when the Isical Self-Oovemment Bill 
will come before (he House and 1 am only pointing out that it is quite 
unnecfHMiar>‘ to refer these points once again to the Select Ominiittie in 
conneatioti with this BiB. 
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<. motion was dsamed tv'l* iri4ii|mi:-< 

Hr. tNANTi tHEKHARESWAR RAY to movs that the Bill be 
nddrcttlated for the purpose of eliiitinfr publir opinion thereon by the 
28th February. 19ai. 


^Rai RahaAir Dr. HARIOHAN OUTTi I rise to i^ive my HUpport to 
tibe Bill. I wholt*-hearto«lly suppiirt tlit* rt»f«*reuro of tliig Bill to the 
Select Couimittee. I have been led to do so or take my stand at thia 
moment after hearing tffe remurks just mode hy Mr. S. K. Iloy and my 
esteemed friend the Kumar Bahadur. 1 have been surprised to hear that 
these melas are supf^frietl in the way in which Mr. Itay wants to do. 
Are the mrhu to be supptirted even at the risk of health ^ My friend* 
broQl^ht the hu^heur of relij^iiui an«l iny friend the Kumar Bahadur »|H)ke 
of Rathjatrn l>ein|f supprcjctetl. 1 do no! think he was serious, as there 
is no provision in this Ilill (d Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axiiml llaqiie which 
might be raistrued to sugi^-ed tfiat the Hathjatra or its <x»nnected festival* 
wonid be *uppre**e<l. If there is any such provision, I must have mia* 
underttocni that. I umlerstand the object of the Bill is to regulate the 
me/oj. What objection Miy there he against the regulation of msluM 
from the sanitary point of viewh My friend Mr. Hay is particularly 
jealous of giving ixiaers to the ilistrict health <ifficer*; he call* them men 
with medical eduf'ation hut without any administrative capacity. Doe* 
he kno*' that (he health officers are recruited from meml>er* of the medi* 
cal profession with adininistrutive capacity and experience? These iiieit 
with medical (|ualifi('Htiou are given special training in administrative 
work. Sir Xilrutan Sinar is not a health officer hut Dr. Majumdar is 
the health oflicer cif ('alcutta Both of them might hare l>een given the 
preliminary education fmm the same source, but my friend ignore* 
what sulisefjuently takes pla<e. Why <thould he l»e jealous and object to 
give powers U> gi>od quulitiefi men? It cannot \m denied that the diatricl 
health officers in Bengal are doing valuable service. What i« the servift# 
that you expect them to do in coiiuef tion with mrlnn but arrangement* 
for proper methmis of sanitati<m in them? What is the nw^easity of 
having the Public ifeaitb Department with a large numl»er of men ditiri- 
bttttd all over Berignl with a view to intioducing sanitary reform*, if 
th^rare not given opportunities to carry out their work? Dr. Bentley 
health officer's system and I hear etilogie* about (hair 
^hat work would be left to thene men if this Important work 
1* ttfkan out of their hands? I do not think that the apprehension of 
% ptavioui speakers is at all tarrm t. We are U»U\ that the lowtVfiioff 
of Uifise mi hi would be hard bit rcotiomirally. Dn the other hand, 
during the last few year* a go^xi many meloi have improved im* 
amaely. People are attracted to these mrlas from long dtsfoncej and 
tba mull 1 * that where formerly 500 people aaaembled, now 5,000 go. 
In BnngnI there are aome meU$ where even 50,000 people aaadlnble. 
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Thb ii now poMtble because theie bave been buses and petiol nobn 
which bring people from great distances very easily to these melas 
My friend also said that ibis Bill will jeopardise public interest. 
May I ask him what is the interpretation of bis words ''puldic 
interest”? (A voick: Interest of Government,) I understand it is 
to the interest of the people that the mclut should be regulated. If 
that is not public interest, I do not understand what “public intereH” 
really means. 

I, However, l>elieve that thi.'< Hill has sotsse defects, but they are 
easily remediable. Why not give an opjwrtunity to the members of 
the Select Committee to see if this Bill can be so improved as to meet 
all the different points of view? Personally I do not think there is 
any reasonable objection to let the Bill go to the Select ('ommittee. 
J, therefore, recjuest niy friends to give their support to the princinle 
of this Bill. ^ 

•if. NARENDRA KUliAR BA8U. Bni Bahadur Dr. Haridhan 

Dutt has supported thi.s imdioii a iii**diial man. As a lawyer 1 must 
oppose it and iny short ground for opposi?^: it this: my friend the 
iiieruher in charge of thi.s Bill h a lawyer himself and in fact he is a 
public pnweeutor. But 1 urn ver\ sorry to have to bring it t(» the noliee 
of this House that wiiat he iiitemis to (hi by this Bill is something like 
poaching mid he has been poaehing u|Min the I^ocal Self-tJovernment 
Hepartment in their utueiidinent Bill and he has lieeii poaching upon 
the Suppression of Immoral Tratlic Bill of Mr. J. Basu. If my 
friend intends it to exercise a dilatory function and tries to put it down 
outside this ('ouneil in his cnjMU ity as a public prosecutor. I for one 
would rush to its remuie and oppose this Bill. 

Bffby KHETTER MOHAN RAYs I regret to say that I am opposed 
to the motion of referring the Bill to a Select Committee. The defini- 
tion of the Mic/ii attempted to he giv*‘ii in this Bill is very wide and 
cotitprehensive. To iny mind it iiodudes any sort of f'ongregation ’whether 
it is held for fiale and purrhnse of grmds or for any religious feetiTaUwgtt 
the occasion of sacred bathing. ausUfprahnr Mnktrthan, Bengali New 
Year’s Day, etc. It will iinwarrantedly and needlessly interfere with 
the religious festivals of the Hindus. Such melas are sometimes held ill 
private houses or in the open mmdan. Scarcely a month pasMs wban 
tmall mslat are not held in various Tillages in Bengal. Most of tbeaa 
mehi* are of a religious character. Proprietors of the lands in wbieb 
ibeae mebu are being held from time immemorial do not reoetre any 
taiits or profits from such mefnj. They are held for a day or two com- 
mmiotiig from the midday and terminating in the evening. On|y 
temporal^' stalls of a flimsy character are erected and tadien away as toon 
!• the meia doses. The definition of the mth in the Bill is wide ettongh 
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lolliilttik ftU »uch mdoi dMcribad ftboTe, It ia iic»t poaaiUt imd pnnitio- 
Aliti. iliat iHe iitnorant folk should travel a distance of 30 or 40 miloa, 
V itt amne cases 60 miles, from their villages and obtain the pertnission 
' of holding such melm from the health oflirers whose headqoarteni are 
at the town sn which the offices of the district board are located. I 
think this Bill, if passed into law, w'ill put the people who are aceus* 
twed to holding such inc/oi from generation (o generation, to 
incalculable trouble and mischief. Besides, there are other cogent 
reasons for opposing the Hill. The Bengal Self-Oovernmenl Amend- 
ment Bill is going to (te shortly cousidereil in which similar provisions 
will come up before the Council. The Bengal Municipal Act has 1mh»u 
rec'enlly passtni. In view of these facts, I am of opinion that the Bill 
" " should not be referred to a Select Committee*. 


6-15 p.m. 

KtMfl StliMllir Miulvi AZIZUL HAQUEs Sir, I beg to oppose this 
motion about cin ulation. 

Mr. tHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: On u point of onler, Sir. 
There is iio motion for r irrulation. 

, Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: In that case I would reply 
to those gentlemen who opjxised my motion for referring the Bill to a 
SelsK^t Committee, At the outset I would invite attention to the fact 
that the l,s»gislative ('ounnl have published four volumes of opinion, 
and if the meiuhem will care to stuily them, they will tlnd that there is a 
copseiisus of opinion in favour of the Hill. Sir, J am lonw ious of the 
many defects which exist in the HiU a.s it wiaiids. hut whatever defects 
there are, it will he jmssihle to remove them in the Select (Committee. 
I «*ould not refer to all the opinions which have lieen received, hut I 
would refer briefly to some of them. I would first of all refer to the 
opinion of Baju M<miiol Singh Hoy Bahadur, ('hitirman of the Burdwan 
District Board. That hoard have given full sup|Htri to the Bill. Then 
^vj|L would refer to the opinion of the I iK^»rp<iraU*<l l#aw Siaueiy who have 
also supported the Bill. I wish my friend, Mr. Xarendra Kumar Basu, 
had lieen here now. Then I would draw his aiientton U> the fat^t that a 
cevtsiiii tea planters' association m Jafpaiguri have stated that in prasaiit 
circumfUnces prostitution has been a great menace to public morality and 
has been largely responsihle for spreading venereal diseases in the mufa»* 
sal, 1 may also quote the opinioti of the Bengal Mahajan Babha; who 
have given full support to the Bill. Of course everylMidy haa pointed out 
tome defect or other in the Bill, hut they ran all he rememliad in the Select 
Committee. Then, Sir, the Buddhist Association of Chittagong have 
given their suppoii to the Bill and the Bill has received full support from 
numemaa municipalities and district boards. The only adverse ^spinion 

$ 
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which I am tempted to quote i§ from the diatrict of Rajahahi^ fitun which 
both Mr. Surat Kumar Roy and Mr. Shanti Shakhareswar Bay oome. 
The Civil SurKeon of Rajshahi gays: ‘'It is necaasaiy to stop pro§titu> 
tion with a view to step venereal diseases. But no mela is likely to thrive 
without such an element and proprietors are likely to resist it and will 
suffer materially as melag may not sit at all.’’ Am I to understand that 
the Civil Surj^eon has jfot inspiration from certain members belongings 
to that district? 1 shall not pause very much to reply to the other 
points, hut I will refer to the opinion of an ^impartial society whose 
opinion should carry great weight, I mean the Smdal Study Society of 
Calcutta, which has given its full support to the Bill. I submit, Sir, 
the House should not agree to anything by which the reference of the 
Bill to a Select Committee may he retarded. If there is anything in 
the Bill which goes counter to the provisions of the Tjocal Self^overn- 
ment Act, it. can easily l>e ivrnedied. That is a matter for detailed 
examination. All that I can .say i.s that all these masters will Ik* 
examined very carefully in the Select Committee. 

The motion that the Bill he referred to a Select Committee was then 
put and ugre<*d to. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I heg to move that the 
Bill ho referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(/) The Hon’hle Minister in charge of the IaxuI Self-Government 
Department, 

{2) Mr. H. P. V. Townend, 

(3) Mauivi Abdul Ghoni Chowdhiiry, 

(4) Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahmaii, 

(3) Mauivi Tttiniiuddin Khan, 

(d) Khan Hahadur Mauivi Muasiam Ali Khan, 

(7) Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji, 

(A) Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt, 

(^) Mr. II. Birkmyre, and 

(W) the movar, 

with instruction to submit tbair report by the 31st January next and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitiita 
a quorum shall be four. 

Hfi BANilldl I Sir, 1 beg to move that after the nania of Mr. H. 

Birkmyre the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Mr. Mukitnda Behary Mullick, and 

Mr. P. Banerji: 

The motion was put and lost. 
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tk« foUowing^ motioBJi were relle*! but not moved 

Ittfi BAOI AHMED CHOWOHURY to movo that after the name 

of Mr. H. Birkuiyre th<» following nameit 1 h* inwleil. namely:-— 

Klian Bahttdur Muhanitnud Abdul Moiiniu 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amu! Ilaquc, and 
Haji Badi Ahim*d rhowdhury. 


BatlW SUK l»AL NAC to movo that after the name oi 
Mr. H. Birkniyro tho^following naiue.4 be iiietuted. iiunu>ly 

Rai Sahib Aknlioy Kumar Sen, and 
liabu Suk I41I Nag. 

Millivi ABUL QUASEM: I beg to move that after the name of 
Mr. H. Birkmyre, the billttumg name la* inserted, namelv : — 

Babu Suk I41I Nag. 

In moving thin amenduwnt I hhoubi like t<» {Hiiiit tmt that there is 
no one in tlie Sele<'t (’tuniniUee friun the dintriel of Khulna or who has 
any knowledge of the di'^lrift. Tlie addition of Babu Suk I41) Nag 
will give strength (<i the (ommittee and I h(»j>e the itieml»er in charge 
of the Bill will anept my amendment. 

The motion wtt-s put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not nittved : — 

ilBu HEM CNANOflA ROY CHOUOHURi to move that afWr the 
name of Mr. II. Birkmyre the follow ing namee W insorUHi, namaly : 

Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Naahipur, 

Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, 

Rat liahadur Kamini Kumar Das, and 
Babu Hem Cliandra Roy Choudhuri. 

Ilf* BARAT KUMAR ROY S I beg to tiio%’e that after tha aMne of 

Mr. H. Birkntyre the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Maharaja Hris Chandra Nandy, of Kaaimhasar, 

Raja Bhupendra Narayan Hinha Bahadur, of Naehipur, 

Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury, 

Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, and 
Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy, and 
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lor the word ''four’* relating to number of membera to conatitiite a 
quorum the word be aubatituted. 

The motion waa put and loat. 

The following motions were called but not moved:—* 

Rii Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS to move that after the name 
of Mr. H. Birkinyre the following names be inserted, namely: — 

lUja Bhupendru Narayan Sinbu Bahadur, of Naahipur, 

Uai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das, 

Mr. 11. Maiti, and 

Babu Hem Chandra Hoy Choudhuri. 

Kaii EMDADUL HOQUE to move that after the name of 
Mr. 11, Birkrayre the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Maulvi Hassun Ali, and 

Kuxi Kindadul ll(K|ue. 

Balm KHETTER MOHAN RAY to move that after the name of 
Mr. H. Birkinyro the following names be in.nerted, namely: — 

Babu Satish Chandra Hay Chowdhurv. 

Hai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Dn.s, and 
Babu Khetter Mohan Ray. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN FODDAR: I beg to move that after the 
name of Mr. U. Birkmyre the following names l>e inserted, namely: — 

Munindru Deb Hai Mahnsni, and 

Dr. Amulya Hatan Chose. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Rli ithlli BARAT CHANDRA BAL to move that after the name of 

Mr. H. Birkmyre the following name* be inaeried, namely: — 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuuaman Chaudhuri, 

Mr. Ananda Moban Poddar, and 
iUi Sahib Sarat Chandra Bal. 
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IQm itiMMfcir Mwtvi AliZUL Willi yciur p«raiii»ioiiy 

Sir, I beg to more ibat the lollowinf? further namee be added to the 
Select Committee at mored by me : — 

Rai Sahib Hebati Mohan Sarker, 

Maulri Haaaan Ali, 

Mr. A. llaheein, ( .i.k., uiul 
Maulri Syed Nau*(her Ali. 

Mr* FRCSIDENT: Vhe question in that the liengul Mela Sanitation 
Billy 11132, he referrejJ to a Selert Coniinittee ron.ii^ting of — 

(/) The Ilon’hle Minister in i*hftr;j^e of the 1/iral Self-dovernment 
Department, 

( 2 ) Mr. H. IV V. Townend, 

(S) Matilvi Abdul (ihani ('howdhury, 

( 4 ) Mr, A. F. M. Alxlur Huhman, 

(5) Maulri Ttimixuddtn Khun. 

(d) Khan Hahudtir Maulvi MuAKxam Ali Khan, 

( 7 ) Rai Keiihah ('hundAi Hunerji Bahadur, 

(A’) Rai Dr. Haridhun Dutt Bahadur, 

(5t) Mr. 11. Birkiiiyre, 

(fO) Rai Suhih Hebati M<dian Sarker, 

{//) Mr. A Raheern, r.i.K.. 

( 12 ) MauUi Ha^un Ali, 

(/*?) Maulvi Sved Naiinher Ali, and 
(//) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amizul Haifue, 

with instruction to submit their re|M»rt by the 31st January next and 
that the imnilH**' of members whose pri*«enee shall Imp* ne<‘fwisary to ron- 
•titute a quorum *(10111 lie four. 

The motion «as put and a^reeii to . 

The Bengal Tenanls* Proteetion from Uiury Bill, ItRt 

MO p.m. 

Matilti BYEO MAdID BAKEH: I Wk to move for lea%«e to intro- 
duce the Bengal Tenants’ Protef tion from I'sury Bill, 1932. There ii 
one difBculty and I should like to explain to the Houiie-~------ 

Mf* PBESIOEMTs Mattiri Sahib, before 1 allow you to make a 
iqpeochy I think I should put the motion for leave to introdure the Bill 
beloiw the House first. 

The moitou was put and a division was called. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 feel that Maulvi Syed Majid Bakah ehoiild be 
given an {>pportnnity to make a statement at this stage, as he was not 
able to make one l>efore the motion was put. The opposition did not 
follow the regular procedure in opposing the introduction of the Bill. 
The correct procedure is for one to rist* and say object^* as soon as the 
motion for introduction is formally moved; hut, I think, it is not too 
late. I hope the House will agree with me in thinking that Maulvi 
Syed Majid Baksh should now he given an opportunity to make a brief 
statement in justihcation of his motion. , 


Maulvi EYED MAdID BAK8H: Thank you,* Sir. I would like to 
enlighten the House on certain points. In the first place, luy Bill is not, 
os is thought to he, overlapping the Bill that has just been referred to 
the Select ('ommitttH*. That Bill aim.s at lowering a general rate of 
interest. My Bill is a simple measure for the benefit of* the agricul- 
turists who Ixirrow money for the sake of using it in purchasing cattle 
or seed. It is for the Iwnefit of the agriculturists alone and, therefore, 
I have roduceil the rate of interest to 20 per cent. 1 have also introduced 
an elaborate measure by which l>oth the crc^litor and the debtor will he 
given an opportunity of proving their claim, making an objection and 
getting relief l)efore going to (he court for determining the rate of 
interest. It lays down n short ami summary procetlure. It does not 
apply to municipal areas. It does not provide for registration or com- 
pound interest. It deals with many other things which affect the agri- 
culturists only liecause agricultural ]»ro.sperity i.s necessary for the 
zamtndarn as well as for (he trailers. The money-lender may begin 
with a small rate of interest, hut by lending the money again and again 
he cun gel a good return for his money, whereas by lending it at a high 
rate of interest he has got to go to the (K)uii for the realisation of money 
and is put to obvious difficulties. It is only with the object of provid- 
ing protection to the agriculturists that I have introduced this Bill. 

The motion that leave l>e given to introduce the Bengal Tenants' 
from Usury Bill, 1932, was then put and a division taken 
with (he following result: — 


Ali, Msillvi HaSMUI. 
Alt, Maelvl tysi Nsi 


•aiiMi, Mailvi MMIS HAMS 
•aAsik Maulvi tyMl Ma|i«. 
•aas^i, Mr. e. 
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Wmmn^ Ra 
•M mirn 


k MiuMMif’ iCMiMya 
4aliii«r« Main. 


•IfRBijii* R* 


•mm, Mr. i. M. 

•«m, Mr. M. H. • 

OMptr, Mr. e. ft. 

•M, mm — IM<Mr KMiiiiii Kmumt. 

0M» IM Wmhmm tetyMMrM KnoHur. 
RMWUM r , Mr. 4. C M Mp fct W . 


MM, Mr. #. N. 


Mittrt, MMi torttl MM**. 

NMI, •«Mi Ml ut 
MMMttr. Mr. AmmiMi MMMII 
Ray, Mm KtolMr MMmm. 

Ray, RmiiArAjA 4AAatf(«li Matli, •! RliMRMir, 
R«y, Mr. tAUMvar tMgli. 

R«y. Mr. tArAt KMMir. 

R«y CMaiiiliaH, ■MM Nmm ORaiMri. 
talMM, RaMi tAlyt RlAkAT. 


The Aye!< heinjr 24 and the Xt»e« 1!>, the motion auh carried. 


The Secretary then read the nhort title of the Bill, 


Maiilvi 8YED MAJID BAKSHt T to move that the BenjirRl 

Tenants* Protection from Tsiirv Hill, lfKt2, Ih' referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

</) The llon’hle Memhcr in charire of the .Itidinal Department, 

(2) Mr. W II. Thompson. 

(.1) Kh«n Huhadtir Mftulvi Mtihammad Ahdnl Momiti 
{4} Maulvi Tuniixndihii Khan, 

<•)) Kltan Ihihadnr Maulvi Altntuxiuiitmn ('hnudhtirt. 

</>) Maulvi \ural Ahsar (^houdhury. 

<7) Maulvi Axixur Jlahinun, 
t V) Dr. Nare^*h Chandra S«*n (iupta. 

Kai Sahih Pain fianun Harnia, 
t P>) Hahn Aiinil> iidhan H4i> . 

(//) Munifidra Deh Hai Mahasai. and 
(12) the mover, 

with inslrurtum to submit their report in the course of this seasion And 
UkRt the numWr of memla^rs whose presence shall he neceiMiry to 
constitute a quorum Hhall 1 h» five. 

There are iK^me whose sintnaturt^a I have not been able to get. WiiH 
your permtaaton, Sir, I propoae the name of Maulvi Aaimr llahJiiRR, 
who has no ohjertion. in place of Mr. .Jitendralal liannerjee. I kmm, 
Sir. that the view in some reapoonihle quarter* is that thia Bill M 
practically an identical one to the other Bill that haa jimt been iwlnmj 
to the Select Cikmnuttee. I aobinit. Sir, that if yon ctoaely ■yiaiin# 
tbe provision* of the Bill, yew will find that it in not ao. Aa a iBRilef 
of fact the two Bilti are quite apart. My Bill deaU only wtih the 
agriculittriaifi, while the other one will apply to general contractual 
deLtii. 
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6-46 p.m. 

Of cour»»» it i» the dire poverty of the tenants which has induced me 
to introduce this measure. The rate of per cent, is very excessive 
for a tenant. A person who borrows for business purposes can afford 
to pay a heavy rate of interest, but a pcTson who wants money to 
maintain himself in slack season anil to purchase seed grains and cattle 
for ag^ricultural purposes cannot affiinl to pay a hiji^h rate of interest. 
IndetMl, ciili iiiutiiMi shows that inter(‘st at the rate of two pieo in the 
rupiie conies to J17J p<‘r cent. If monthly rate % allowed and if com- 
pound intioest is ealculiite'd at ‘17A per <ent., even one rupee may rise 
up to one lakh of ru|M*es; so the rule of 37J per cenV is very heavy. 

Before the passing; of the rsurious I.oans Aet, the courts were in the 
hahit of (‘onsiderinjf d7i per leiit. i‘\i*eHHive. We ourselves tiled objec- 
tions in suits for inoiiev in aliich the rates of interest claimed were not 
more than 37 J per tent, uiui the court aj^reed with us and reduced the 
rate of interest to per cent. Afti*r the passing of the Tsurious Loans 
Act, however, in many east^, us my friend Khun Bahadur Maulvi 
Asixul Ila<|ue pointed out in moving; bis Bill, some of the tourU 
(perhaps they themselves were moneydendeis) deereeil interest not at 
the rate of 371 sometimes even at the rate of 7') per rent. So I 
think, Sir, this discretionary power has been misused. 

>Sir, I plead for the tenants; they require special treatment; most of 
the ttmants are illiterate and the money that is lent to them is realised 
from tliem many times tiver \^ithout the co^rnisance t f tlie court ; but 
no provision has been made in the Bill of tin* Klian Bahadur to remedy 
this, f have made provision in my Bill that if a money-lender in some 
w'ay or other ^ets more than the amount dm* to him, he should W 
brought umit‘r the law. So if the two Bills go to the Select Committee 
and are reaily to Im» taken up in the next session, we will be able to 
agree beiueen ourselves what form the Bill should take at the final 
stage. What I want is si>e<ual proUH:tion fur the tenants as againat 
money-lenders, If those who are imiving for circulation or such other 
dilatory motioim can show that by accepting a motion for circulation the 
Bill Cfmld be taken up in the next session, I am ready to accept tbo 
motion. But I am afraid there will lie no other S4*ssiuri and under tha 
(louficil ruh^ after a Bill is eirculatcHi. it must be referred to a Select 
('ominittee and it is obvious there will be hardly any time for such 
reference if it is to he taken up during the next session, as the Council 
will tM»me t4> an end early next year. In that caae 1 shall have no 
opfioriunity of submitting this Bill for the constderaiioit of the House. 
I therefore submit that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee now, 

Mr. ANANOA MOHAN IKIODAR: Sir, 1 beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that this Bill be cingula ted for the purpoae ol eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 91st January, 1933. 
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Sif, tlSie proposed Bill is an attempt to effect important eKan^ in 
tlie (Muisting law of the land and it is proper that the interests affected 
should have an opportunity of eipressin^ their considered opinion on 
it. Besides, this is quite a new subject for the pn>vin::rial legislature 
and naturally "there is a great divergence of opinion as to the utility and 
effectiveness of such a measure. It contains provisions for the fixing of 
certain rates of intere.sts which are of a sww'ping nature, proposes to 
give retrospective effect to nu>st of the clauses, provides f<ir the rt^fund 
of the decretal amount^ tries to modify the rule of evidence contained 
in the Indian Evidence Act, provides for the setting c.side of decrees, 
allows a period of ul^nance, exempts from attachment iM^rtaiu articles 
and so on. These arc cimtentious points on which opinions are bound 
to differ and they slnmld be iinposiHl after very <*areful consideration 
and with the approval of (he parties concerned. 

Sir, the\*xisting laws of the land such us the (?ivil Prixedure CihIo, 
the Indian (\intract Act and the Usurious Isians Act, etc., have alreaily 
conferred ujam the courts uinpb' powers to deal with the subject equit- 
ably and to put a closck on the harsli niifi iincoiiseionable loons ('arrytng 
excessive interests, Hc'^idl^s, there is another piece of legislutiim of a 
similar nature at present btdorc the House, the Money-lenders Hill of 
Khan Hahadur Muuivi Aruul Huque, and the mover of the present Hill 
could a(*hieve his (d>j<M ts by moving amendment thereto 

In dealing with the prop<»sed Hill, we must lieor in mind that to 
give relief to the debtor, we should not be unnecessarily W’vere on (ho 
creditor, for in \jiur wal to anieliorate (he condition of the tenant 
debtors you <*annot conveniently ignore the services rendereil h> the 
mucliHi’on detuned nioiiev-lemlers for (he uplift and advatifemenl of this 
country. Though the fate of the debtor and criulitor is thus inter- 
miiigle<l, 1 am sorry to soy that I <lo iif»t find a single word meant for 
the relief of the crt^litors in llm profsau'd Bill. 

In every country the tenant and cultivator need »M»me capital either 
for eurn*nt re<|uirements or for carrying out |K*nimneiit improvemeuts 
of their land. The major portion of the fund required for the almve 
purposes is supplied by the mf>ney-lenders and in the words of tho 
Bengal I^ovincial Hanking Inquiry fVimmittee— **the money-lender per- 
forms a necessary fun<riion and as he has detailed knowledge about bis 
ciaatoiners, he cannot lie easily ousted from the field/’ Ho tn dealing 
with a measure of this nature you should not ignore the money-lender 
altogether. * 

Sir, I am all alive to the helpless condition of the tenant of Bengal. 
I know he is over head and ears in debt^ — and he deserves our immediato 
aympathy and help. But I must say that there is ample room for 
doubt whether a legislation of the propos4«<l type will give h^tn tba 
reiiiel he is in need of. 
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To hrinff down the rate of interest in the manner proposed or to 
repudiati! the money-lenderN’ dues is not and cannot be the proper 
remedy for ameliorating; the admitteilly pitiable condition of the 
tenants. Some constructive means should be found (ut to deal with 
the problem of affricultural iiidebte<]ness and before you tfy to oust the 
money-lender from the field, you should establish sufficient credit 
a(;encies such as land mortf^age banks, etc. ; otherwise a legislation of 
this nature will only help to rouse the passions of the tenants against the 
money-lenders. The helpless condition of tjie agriculturists and 
labourers should not be allowed to drift any longer. They are on the 
verge of ruin and drift which means disaster and lhai at no distant 
date. And the way in which the temper of the ratyat is being 
embittered in certain districts of Bengal is very ominous. The talk of 
repudiation of debts that is sometimes audible is not at all a remedy. 
Tt will only choke the source by which the raiyat gets the succour. 
On the morrow of repudiation he will require a fresh debt and after the 
overthrow of the money-lender, 1 do not know where he will get it. 
The money-lenders of Bengal are not ns a rule unreasonable — they are 
not oven slow to forego the interest or even part of the (‘apital if the 
circumstances so demand. • 

Sir, I make these observations to point out the lines on which the 
Bill should be based. And I think it is of utmost importunre that 
public opinion should be c<msult<Hl and independent criticism invited on 
the provisions of the Bill before it is sent to Select Committee. 

Rii BahMhir SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir, I do not oppoM 

the introdii(‘ii(m of this Bill. But I suggest that it should go for 
snrculation at this stage to elicit the opinions of those who are vitally 
affiH'.ted by the provisions of this Bill. 

Neither do 1 intend to criticise the various provisions of this Bill at 
present, though many of them art* optm to criticism. 

Mr. Baksh pleads for 20 p<*r cent, as the rate of interest and that a 
rate higher than this should l>e {ienalisc*d. I have no objection; bat if 
the money -lenderm refuse to lend at this rate, would Mr. Baksh aeoare 
loans for the [KM)r cultivators fnmi S4>me other s(»urf*es at this stipuialad 
rate of interest.*^ That is the whole issue. It is very doubtful, Sir, if 
legislation can ultimately bring the millennium which is expected of it. 

Mr. Baksh, I suggest, is not corret't in his calculation of the ^*period 
of aboyani^*'. Sntmn is the tnonih when the tenant gets money out of 
the sale-procHMHis of the produi'e of his land, espet ially jute. And if ko 
is by law exempt<»d from paying in that period, he will (certainly not be 
able to pay when his pocket aill l>e empty. (Hit agriculiurista have ao 
'Oiqpaeiiy to save. 1 know. But I also know that by habit and indina- 
tion they are not frugal. So if you make them free when they can pay, 
you cutenot compel them to pay when they cannot. 
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I li«w noticed the exhAimtire lint of the articles of the tenants which 
Mr. Baksh wants to make fm* from attachment. But I may be 
pardoned when I say that over and above all these articles what else is 
left for attachments It ultimately comes to this that there should be 
no attachment. 

I am to Haksh for his very kind refereiu e to the (Treat 

Hindu laW'giver Manu in connection with the Tsury liOw. But 1 am 
sorry to say that that alone will not prtitwt us fnun the Kabulis with 
laihi as Eban Bahadftr Maiilvi Aiiiul Ifatpie complains. The holy 
Quoran ought rather to have been quoted in this connection. And how 
I regret to say thaf Mr. Baksh has found motives in the courts and 
judge.s giving dei^ree at a high rate of interest l>e<^ause he thinks that 
the courts themselves are the money-lenders. I do not know how far it 
is true. With these few remarks. 1 suggest the c'irciilation of the 

Bill. 

The following motions wotv called hut not moved — 

Maului ABUL QUA8EM to move, by way of amendment, that the 
Bill ht* circulated for th^r purpose* of eliciting public opinion thereon 
before the 21st Junuarj*. 1933. 

Mr. P. BANERdI to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill he 
circulated for the purpose of elii iting puhlie opinion therron by the 15th 
January, 1933. 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, I rise to support (he motion for 
circulation moved by Mr, Pmldar. 

Money-lending and the vice of unury have existini in this country 
from time irnmetnoriiil hthI it is certainly desirable that this evil should, 
if poasihle. W rtmted out to iM*rve the interests of the <oiintry. 

But there are various fac tors which require careful consideratioD. 

Our agriculturists are |K>or. Over and above their accumulated 
indebtedness, they require loans piTiofllcally for — 

(o) agru uUural operations. 

ih) domestic w*ants, and 

(r) ceremonial reejui remen is. 

It is well-known that joint stm^k hanks in India seldom advance 
mofie/ to the agriculturists and there arc only an inadequate number of 
eo-operative credit societies. State aid is also not available to them 
«noept in case of dire neceeaity and even then it is available only to a 
limited imient. * 
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It i« the village money-lenders who supply the bulk of finance 

lYEO MAJID BAKSH: At this stage may I submit one 
point, ftir, which may shorten the discussion on this subject I am 
willing to accept the circulation motion. 

The following motion was called hut not moved 


‘’y "“y Of amendment, 

hat the 1 ill b., nrculati^rl for tho purpone of eliiitin^r opinion thereon 
by the Hth January, jyjj. 

I 0 .il''t 'IVnanfs’ I'rotecti'm from Usury Bill 

19d., Imi '■■f' l'laled for tlio purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
olHt January, 19JJ, wan then pul and af^reed to. 


Thf OaloutU Myfilolpil (A m n dm atit) Bill, 1932 . 

# Muni' ip*l Ai t, 1923 (ItfnBdt Act III 

Ol i ) . 

(The motion beinj^ oppoaed by several members.) 

I ***“j*‘ •**•^**5 I wont nil opportunity to place my case 

Imforo the Ifouse. hut I Knd that there is no time. 1 would accordingly 
want an estension of time. Sir. I am in a .ritical ,K>sition. At the 
very imtiaJ sta^je an objection has been raiseti and. therefore, I should 
have the same advantage ns at the seeond reading of the Bill. If you 
wiU kindly give me ten minutes’ time, then I can put fornard my 
ca«e. 


Hon'lito Mr. BiJOY PRABAO tlNCH ROY: May I intervene 
at this stag«>, RirC If Mr. Itahiuun also would move his motion, then I 
c^uld make one statement on both of the motions. 


Mr. PRiilOCNTs Mr. Kaheem’s Bill cannot 1 h» moved until wo 
have dispoeeil of this one. However, you can make your statemeiit if 
you no desire. 


7 p.m. 

Tim HmPM. Mr. BIJOY PRABAO BINCH ROY: Sir. may I atai. 

that (tovemment are prepared to allow four more neats to the Muhain* 
rommunity on the Calcutta Corporation, so as to fix their 
repreaontation on the population basis, on the understandiiur that tium 
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w««Bd atick to the proriaion of the Act whieh waa tho reault of a 
oonipromiaa arrived at between Oovemment and the repreaentatives of 
tbe Muhammadans in this C'ouncii in 1 may remind honlde 

members that there was sufficient discussion over the ({ueation whether 
there should^be joint or separate electorate in the Calcutta Corporation, 
and at the suggestion of Mr. Langford James, the then leader of the 
European group, the representatives of the Muhammadan community 
accepted a compromise, rir., that there should lu' separate electorate for 
the first nine years, and that after that there should be joint oloctorato 
with reservation of the same number of scats now ei» joyed by them under 
the system of separate eWtorate. Sir, (Jovcrnment are now prepared 
to bring their number up to their population by adding four more seats 
with joint electorate, provided the Muhammadans are agreeable to the 
condition. 

With these few wor<ls, S?r, I would request the mover of the Bill to 
withdraw (lis motion. 

KNm Bihiilur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: May I ask, Sir, 

how will that be given offei t io!^ 

Tht Hoti’Wf Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: In answ'or to 
that, Sir, I mav huv that ( M»v<*rnnieiit an* prepaieii to bting a Bill this 
v«*ry session, and to get it passed, so that tlie joint cKm ! orate and the 
increased number of seats would r oiiie into operation simultantmusly . 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: Sir, iM>t only has an objection been made 
to leave being granted to the introduction of my Bill, but some state* 
merit has also Imhui made by the Horrbb* the Ministi'^r in charge of Lm'al 
Solf-Govemment on ludialf n( (Jovenumml. Sir, I am sorry to say that 
I feel it my duty to state that I l annot agrrs* to the proposal of with- 
drawing my Bill in spite of the llofCble Minister’s statement. I want 
not only to put my cas<» Indore you, but also to reply to his statement 
and bis arguments. But unless I get time, Sir, I cannot do it. You. 
Sir, on a similar (M'casion in the past, when an objection was raised to a 
measure almost identical Ui this, called ii|Nm me to make a statement 
in reply to the arguments. Therefore, Sir. following that precedent of 
yours, although in this same Council but in another house, f want your 
permission to state my rase. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, I shall give you time to make a brief 
statement. * 

Mr. §• M. BOBBt Sir, under section fii of the Buies and Standing 
Orders, this Bill ought to have been sent seven days before to-day. I 
got a copy of this Bill by post only on the I9th at 4«45 p»m., and on 
Uuni ground. Sir, I oppose the motion for the tniroduciion of this Bill. 
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Mr. P0 N« CUHAS With your permisgion, Sir, I 0I1O11M 1iVf> to 
raige a similar objection. I hold a cover with postal stamp showing 
the date and time of delivery. 

Hr. PREtlOiNT: That objection cannot be raised at this stage, 
but at the next. 

Mculvi ABUL KABEMs In the firnt pla<*e, in asking for leave to 
intnaluce tlie Hill, I niust say, Sir, that I had great agitation in mv 
mind in taking the step I have done of giving notice for the introduction 
of this Hill, for the very Hiiiiple reason that this Bjll, if passed, will be 
an amendment to the Act of 192*1, piloted by my late revered leader, 
Sir Surendruiiutli Hanerjea, and 1 thought that it would be an act of 
sacrilege on my part to interfere with it. Hut, Sir, I venture to do so, 
la^cause I am <(>ntident from my experieiu'e and knowledge of recent 
( orporation affairs that the framer of the Act, if he had been alive 
to-day, would liave approved of my ui tion, and because. I feel that, his 
expectations have been all falsified. Sir, it has been said that in 192d, a 
compromise was arrived at by various sections of this House by which a 
stipulation was made that si'purute electora'ie would be given to the 
Mussalmuns for the first nine years, and after that there would be joint 
electorate with reservation of seats. I know that, Sir, and, in reply, I 
may be permitted to say that at the time when this tompromise was 
made, both the Huirhle Minister in charge of the Bill and ray Muham- 
madan friends here in the Legislative Council had hopes, — and reason- 
able hopes, -~-tbat after the working of the ('orporation for nine yciars, 
there would he no necessity to ask for separate elw'torate, and that the 
peaceable working of the Act and the friendly attitude of the two 
communities towards each other, would restore mutual trust and con- 
fidence, and that there would be no question of separate representation 
which, to speak the least of it, is against the very principles of demo- 
cracy. Hut unfortunately. Sir, the situation, instead of improving, has 
grown from bad t<i worse, and, therefore, for the protection of our 
interests and our rights, it is necessary that separate electorate must 
continue for some time to come. 

Sir, we have been told by the Hoirble Minister that the Qovem- * 
ment are prepared to give four or five axlditional iu*ats to the Mussahnana 
in order to satisfy them, and that too on a joint electorate basis. I 
rasper if ttliy submit to this House that so far as we are conoemedi we 
do not care what is the religion, the nationality, the faith, or belie! of 
the members of the Corporation. What we want is a certain number of 
mm who will get their mandate from their cotnmunity and faithfully 
natiy it out. The religion or faith of a man is nothing to us; it is the 
ittfhmiice and authority of the person who represents us with whiah we 
aie vitally coecemed. I submit. Sir, that, situated as we are at the 
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pnmm% mxmmi, it in unlortiuate that tha relation between Ui« two 
ooisttnniiiad i» not cordial; the feelinft between them in not at all 
friendly* Had it been w), there a^ould not have been any ne<^aity for 
me to bring forarard a motion like thifi. 

Sir, I subftiit that the reanons are not far to h«*ek. The Mu^milntaxia 
ha\^ been accused of comniunHiism, beiaune, in neason and out of season, 
they ask for separate electorate. It is a fact, Sir, that they n»ali*e, like 
any other body of men, that it is, as I have already sai<i. against the 
principles of democ’ra(\>^ Itut we have Wen driven to it, not by our own 
choice, Sir, but by necessity. If iny fellow-<‘ountrvnien would can* not 
to interfere or tamper with the electorates or, after ehs tioii, with the 
elected members, there would have arisen no lunessity for separate 
ele<‘torate. We are not afraid of our n'spuiisihilities as citijwuis of tho 
town, but w'hat wt arc afraid of, is that such men will !h» rhtM*en fi'oiii 
anioni^t oiy <*<>-religioiiists as will not faithly represent the intert^is of 
the Muhammadan community in the (Wimration. It has la^en said, and 
said truly, what have these 15 men, who have Wen leturaetl through 
separate electorate, done so long for the Muhammadans ^ Sir, 1 have 
not the gmsl ffirtune of Inung in the (Corporation t»r in the siM-rets of 
the Corporation. Croni tflo*ie people, at whose instame I have given 
notiie of this Hill, I understand that in a House of fKl. 15 are m 
negligible iiiinority, ami it i- to iheir elertiiil eredit if the> had lieen 
able to do soimUhing tungdde and gtssl, or, at least, have Wen 
effe<‘tive tri preventing some wrongs that might have Im’cii done to 
them l>y llie memlMTs of the (5»r|M»rBtiofi and the (’orpmation itself. 
Sir, I want to press Ufmn this House one very imimrtant point. If 
the Mussulmans of the city of (Calcutta want separate idectorate, it 
is a questifin which f'om’erns the Mussulmans of (Calcutta^ and (Cabuittn 
alone. If the\ arc not in a fMMition to accept joint eleet<irat€% I 
cannot understaml. Sir, why should any other community or tha 
(lovern merit thrust it ujkui them 

Mr. PRltlDiNT: I am afraid yon must try to cut short your 
statement. 

Maiiivi ABUL KAifMs I would have hnished by this time. 
Sir, if Mr. 8. M. Hose had not taken a few minutes when he raiaed 
his point of order However, I shall try to W as brief as possible. 

What I submit is this: that the best method to do away with the 
sepi^te electorate question once for all, is for tiiy countrvmed who 
are better educated and who have had practically ati eaclnffive 
prirtlege of holding high oflSces in this country for many years, to 
ittfiise and create trust and confidence among the memWrs of the 
weaker community, who have not been in high positions in ailministia- 
iioii, and that as soon as that trust is created there will be no ndWssity 
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for teparat^ elecicmite. But I submit, Sir, that so long as that oon> 
fidsnce is not restored and that trust created, there is bound to be 
separate water-tight compartments for the representation of Hindus 
and Muhammadans in this country. 

t, 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Before I adjourn the Council, I must make my 
posit i(m clear in regard to the point of order of Mr. S. M. Bose. He 
can, if he chooses to do so, raise his objections at the proper stage, and 
I shall <‘onsider them on their merits. 


Adjoummaiit 

It being 7-16 p.m., the Council was adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednes- 
day, the 23rd Noveml)er, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta, with- 
out (luestion put. 



PraoMdiafs of the Beafol Legitktivo Coaoell MMOihled umior 
the provuiou of the Govemiaeiit of Indie Act 

Th« CorXfi’lL met in the ('ounril Cbniiilwr in the Counril 
Calcutta, on Wwlnenduy. the 2^!^rd NovemWr, 19^12, at 3 p.m. 


Mr. Preaident {i\w Hon’ble Raja Sir MAMdiiiiA Nath HaV 
KT., of Santtwh^ in the Chair, the four HoiChle Meinbem 
of the Kxp<*utive (•ouncil, the three Hun^hle MiniAterA and 115 
nominated and elect^l iiietnWrji, 

ONtuary rtffrinote 

Mr. PrfEtiDENT: (i.-ntl.Mm-ii of the Council, it ie with deop 
regret that T convey to you llie meltitu'holv newM of the death of Rahu 
Satyendra Nath Uo> of llehahi. u fitting inenil>er of thia Houiw, thiw 
morning at liiw Ihduihi rc'^ideme. Laat Ae«Mic»n the lueinVier waa with 
UA and t(Mik an ac tive pai^ in the diHcuAwion of the liengal Municipal 
Bill. Mr. Roy wa« the Chairman of the Behahi Municipality and noted 
for hifc public' uctivitien and c-ourteouM manner’*. 1 knew* him very 
intimately and hin loas ij< mourned by a very large cinde of frienda, 
I propose, with \our leave, to convey to the liereaved family a tneaaage 
of c'ondolenc'e of thia Houae and to ank you kindly to endoriw what I 
have juiid by rining in your place;*. 

f Pttuae.] 

cAll the memlHTH then rone in their places. 1 

Mr* PRESIDENTS Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretary will 
pleate take the uaual atepn. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to wiikli orai Aiitwari wm ffir«it) 

Uniifi Nt. IX M Jmori. 

*ia. Mw $UK LAL NAGS (a) Will the ilon^de Member in 
eharge of the Police Department l>e plea^^d to itate wheihA* the 
tahahitante of the Siddi[»aithii union No, IX of dicttrict leaiiore have 
auhmitted a memorial to !fii Excellency the CJovemor of Bengal pray- 
ing for the tranfifer of tbeir union from the Abhoyanagore polio#- 
fftaiion in Jmmn to the Daulatpiir polic<HitattoR tn the Khulna 
tlietrlctf * 


9 
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<6) If the Hon'ble Member aware of tlie iiuMmeeBiettce felt by these 
people on account of the dieiance of tlie police-station and the sub- 
divisional headquarters from their union? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Government are considering the advisability^ 
of transferring the said union from the Abhoyanagore police-station t<: 
the Sadar police-station, Jessore? 

(d) Is the Hoirhle MemWr aware that this will increase the diffi- 
cultiee of the pwple of the said union? 

(e) Are the Government considering the delirability of transferring 
the said union to the Dauintpur police-station of the Khulna district? 

MEMBER in oliarga of POLICE DEPARTMENT (th« Hon'bio 
Mr. W. D. R. Prontiot): (a) Yes. 

(h), (c), id) and (c) The whole question of transfer is under th« 
consideration of Government. 


Faoiiitiol to momliort of logitlaturo to too high offloials. 

M4. Mauivi EYED MAdID BAKSHs V) Is the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the ApiKuntment Department aware — 

(t) that the members of the Bengal liegislative Council have to 
see high Government ofEciaU on business; 

(ti) that they are occasionally iiu^onvenienced as some ot the officers 
refuse to see such members; 

(iii) that at one time an Under-Secretary of the Home Department 
refused to see a memWr and the matter was reported to the 
Government ; 

(ir) that re<'e«tly the late Commissioner of the Presidency Division 
refused to see a mein tier who wanted to see him on urgent 
business ? 

(6) If the answer to (n) is in the afRrumtive, are the Government 
iHinsidering the desirobility of issuing instructions on the matter? 

MiMBER In oharg4 of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (Oio 
HoiPhlo Mr. W« 0. R. Priiitioo)i (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Government are not aware that any M.L.C. has been refused 
an interview when an officer has been free to see visitors. 

(tif) If the member is referring to an incident in which he kiinself 
was iHuicerned. it is not the case that the Under-Secretary refused to 
see the member. 

(ir) Government have no information on the subjeet. 

(6) Does not arise. 
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•«. Hi4i KADI AHMED GHOWOHURYt («> Will th« Hoo’bl* 

Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleaaed to itate — 

• 

(t) when the work of preparing the Hcheine for excavating the 
khal from Bliarasanga to Peehkarhat, ptilircHitation 
Anwara, district Chittagong, waa undertaken and when it 
will be finished ; and 

(*t) what i» the estimate of the scheme P 

(h) If no !M*hem<ris yet ready, will the llon'ble Meml>er l»e pleaseds; 
to atate what is likely to l)e the rough estimated 

(r) Are the Ciovenimeiit eonsidering the desirability of providing 
the money in the next year’« budget P 

(d) Is tlie Hou*ble Memlier aw'are that no money was s|)etit in the 
Chittagong district for irrigation works? 


MEMBER in ohtrg* nfdRRICATION DEPARTMENT (lilt HmPMe 
A lhiiq sir AbMkfrifll CtniffNIvO: to) (i) The investigation liegan in 
Ith'W). It in not poHsihle to Atate when the work of preparing the srliemo 
will lie <'t»mpleted. liecause further olmervations may be necessary and 
it is not certain whether the scheme will he beneficial. 

(n) No estimate can be prepared until the investigation is com- 
pleted. 

(b) It is not jHissible to state any figure at this stage. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(d) The member is referred to the reply given to him mi r>th of 
August last to his question on the same subject. 


Baro pmldy eultivNMi MnBi. 

*li. MmM ABDUL HAKIMf (a) Is the Hon’ble MemUr in 
cbajge of the Irrigation Department aware that there are extensive 
areas in t^riatn disincis of Bengal which, when properly irrigated, 
are capable of producing pa^ldy cnips speidally horo paddy? 

(b) Is any money ear-marked each year for works to he doneatnder 
the Bengal Irrigition Act purely for the purpose of supplying water 
to the said areas? 

fci If the answers to (o) and ib) are in the affimative, will the 
Eon’hle Member he pleased to state the amouoi so spent per year for 
the last five years? * 
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Tlw Hon'Mt AlhadlJ Sir ABDELKERIM •ililiUZMAVIi (n\ T» 

,5liere are some Nuch areas. 

(h) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: AVill the Hon'ble Member be pleased to 
state why no money has been «»ttrniHrked? 

Tht Hon'bto AlhailJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUznAVI : There is no 
money, 

Mtuivi ABDUL HAKIM: Will the HonMde Member be pleased to 
atate whether (Government contemplates to earmark any money in the 
near future P 

Tht Hon’blt Alhitfl fir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: It is not 

possible to visualise the thinjf in the near future. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Will the llon'ble Member be pleased to 
state if liny wiirk has been done up to this fime under this Act mainly 
to irrijfate a^^ricultural luiuiy 

Tha Hoil^Bla Alhaili Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: A great 
deal has been done. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(anawara to wliich were laki on the table) 

Utilliatloii of raoHiOfitiai houm at quartan for atfSitiofial fMlioo foroo. 

4. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: {a) Will the llon’ble Mem- 
her in charge <»f the Political Department Iw pleased to stale whether 
it is a fact that residential houses of citiieus of Midnapore are being 
’‘utilised as quarters for the additional police force of Midnapore for 
one year for public advantage*’? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Superintendent of Police, Midnapore, has 
served notices under the Special Powers Ordinance upon Sjs, Kiihori* 
pati Roy% pleader, mmindar, and tale (''hairmnn. Midnapore District 
Board, Manmatha Nath Das, pleader, and Atul Chandra Bose, pleader, 
late Vice-Chairman, DiatHct Board, and Editor of Saitfnhad*, to vacate 
their house* as the same were to he used by the additional police force 
lor a«year for public advantage f 



QlJESTIOirg, 


m 


(e) If tbe aiisw6r«% (a) aad (b) are in the effinumtiTe, Vill the 
Hoii'Ue Member be pleased te lay on the table a statement showlimi^ 
the names and addresses of persons other than those mentioned aboT# 
who hare been served with similar notices in Midnapore and else* 
where? 


(d) What are (he reasons for taking these steps against some [People 
in Midnapore and other places in the province? 

(e) Could not the police fon'o lie given accoiumwlution in houses 
other than those where people were living with their families? 

(f) Have the (fo^rnment made any arrangement for housing those 
people who have Wen asked to quit their houm»s for giving 4|uariers to 
the police force? 


Tha Hon*llla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes; four houses have 
been occupied. 

(h) Yes; hut in the <am» of Bahu Maniiiaiha Nath Das the notice 
was 9erve<l on his father Pnlni Brtdwdh Chandra Das. 

(c) The information is avniluMe up to last SeptemWr. A statement 
is laid upon the table. 

(<f) .Attention is invited to sec tion f» of the Kpeciiil Powern Ordin- 
ance, 1932. 

(e) This has l>een done us far as fKMwiible. 

(/) (Jovemment understand that they lm%'e made their own arrange- 
ments. 


Statenient referred fo la answer to clause (r) of unjtt/jrrcd question No. 4. 

Names of perMins who have been ordered under the Special Flowers 
Ordinance, 1932, to pla<‘e buildings in their occupation at the disiKMial 
of Government — 

Tippera district — Syam Sundar Vidyaratsia, Mudafarganj, police- 
station I^ksam. 

2i*Parganas district — (a) The National Primary School at It^abia- 

bothan. 

(6) Akra Bari in occopatkm of Abodh 
Banerjee at lagadiahpnr. 

Dacca distridr-Bi^rherat Satyaaram Committee at Bagbarat, police* 
station Tangibari. * 
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Midnapore difdriet — Babu Debendra Lai Ebaa of E^aranitola. 


- Baakura district — (1) Jagadish Palit. 

(2) Sushil Palit. 

(3) Sudhir Palit and others of Betur, police- 

station Patrasayer. 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 
covernhent bills. 

Tha Bengal PuWic Seouftty Bill, 1SS2. 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. fl. PRENTICE: 1 Ix^ leave to introduce 
the Bengal Puhlie Security Bill, 1932. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

s 

(The Swrftnry then re»<l the nhort title of the Bill.] 

Th. Hen'M. Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 hec to mov«‘ that the 
said Bill he referred to a Select ('ominittee consisting of — 

(1) Keverend B. A. Nag, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axiziil J[a({ue, 

{3) Bai Suhih Sarat Chandra Bal, 

(4) Babu Jiteudralal Bannerj(»e, 

( 5 ) Haja Bhuptmdra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, 

(b) Hai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das, 

Mr, W. H. Thompson. 

<8) Maulri Abul Kasein. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Momin, 

(10) Mr. U. N. Held, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instruct ion to submit their report within one week from the date 
on v^ii'h this motion is carried in Council and that the number oi 
members m*ho«e presence shall be necessary to constitute a quomm skall 
be five. 

This Bill has been circulated among the members and publisbed in 
the (l|uiette along with the Statement Objects and Reaaoos. I m 

al^4dMMMm4 IkM* 4lkJb .kjInk.MkisAlk ama Am* 
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inotfcl ittiiateiit critic* and that we have been jfiven full t mlit for puiling 
eleariy before the public what we intend to do. The intention of course 
u that, a« the present Special Power* Ordinance lapse* towards the end 
of Det^mber, we desire to have on the Statute Book i ii Act providing 
for certain efeutualities. Ijegislation on similar line* i* under coo* 
sideration in the Legislative Assembly, but there art* other set'tions of 
the existing Ordinance which we connider still ne<*e»»ary in Bengal and 
which do not find phu-e in the central legislulion and these have Wn 
embcKlied in the present Bill. But every effort has \>tm\ made to make 
this Bill as gentle in its application as possible. Its life has been con- 
fined to the peritnl expiring on the 1st Det'eiiiher, UhVi. In addition, 
under the proviso to < hiuse U^) of the Bill conditions have Wn laid 
down under which alone certain chapters shall come into force. 
Further, it has also Is'en provided that when thesi* conditions have 
cease<i the Act must he withdrawn. The Bill gives Oovernment no 
option: if tfie emergenc'v that re<|uired the application of these sections 
ceases to exist, then the (lovernnient shall withdraw them, 

Th is Hill (diviiiusly gives (Jovernment powers in ix'serve for the 
purpose of dealing with an <*inergen<y of the kind spiuified in the 
proviso to clause \{i)\ it*(hH‘s not, and is not inleml^Ml to, deal with 
terrorism, regarding wlii( h this Council passed special legislation at 
its last session The I>|h‘ of (he movement with which it is intended 
to deal IS the < ivil disoliedience movement, 

I have explained the legal iHM’essity for iiitrotlucing this Bill, 
namely, tliat the Ordinance iimler which we are now acting is about to 
lapse. I do not think any iiieiiiWr of this (^luni'il who knows the 
ciMiditions in Bengal during the past two or thr«*e years can honestly 
s^ay tiiat there is no prat ticai ii€»cessity for the Bill, rongn^ss issued 
its <‘huUerige to OoMTiiment by calling on the civil disolnnlience move- 
ment, and tip to the pre*Mi*nt that is still the declared jndicy of the 
Congress; it has not withdrawn that challeiigt*. On ihe contrary from 
the information already to hand I can say that certain repremitativea 
of the Congress art* still plotting and planning further action in 
furtherant'e of the civil disobedieiit'e movement. In the past it has been 
found impoasible to deal with this movement under tlu^ ordinary law 
anti the Oot^ernor Oeneral was forced to supplement the ordinary law 
by a series of Ordinances. This shows that the ordinary law i$ in- 
miefptate to deal with tertain aspet ts of the civil disobedience move- 
ment, and I challenge any member of the (^ncil who »ays that ihe 
ordinary' taw is adet^uate to deal w ith the ail nation to point out the law 
which gives the fMiwers which we propose to take under this Bill. Wa 
nay that experience has shown that the ordinary law t'oea not give m 
ad^]ttat€ powers and ihe ptiwers we ask for are the minima which we 
resquire. The poaition haa been forced npm us by ihe ccmduct of the 
Coagreei and there ie no sign at preeeai of Congreie calltng edi the 
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dvil diiM>bf*(]ience movement. So long as the Cougreas chooses to defy 
ordered govemmeui so long we must be in possession of those powers, 
which experience shows are required to meet that challenge. If and 
when that ( hallenge is called off, then tlie emergency which requires 
the extension of the powers under clause l(^) of this Bill will cease and 
under the second proviso to that clause Government will withdraw the 
sfiecial powers from the areas in whi<h they are enforced. 

Gf course at present we are <lealing with the civil disobedience 
movement Init the Bill extends up to DeceinbA*. 1930, because it is 
impossi})le at present to say what movements subversive of law and 
order may he started iu the future to challenge (/ovemment. And in 
this c»)nnectioii I was rather interested to see the other day a rejwrt of a 
meeting re(*ently l»eld iu Cah utta wliieh was presided over by a member 
of this Council and at whith another member of this Council spoke. 
During that meeting there was distributed to tin* members hf the back 
benches u pamphlet headed “A Call to Muss-rev<dution/’ In it the 

following stuteiuents are made: “All of us want a mass levolulion 

whether that revolution will be an arme<l one or \inarmed one is a 
(}uestion beside the murk. None need expiess any doubt as to the 
in<li»|Knisability of a tliorougb mass-organisatiori. Let us strive for 
cumpit‘ting this orgaiiisution. And when this osgunisution will be 
complete, none should regret if the nation, in an organised manner, 
adopt violent measures or non-violent measures.” In these state- 
ments the authors are not referring to terrorism. For the next 
paragraph is addressed “To those of our friends who are now engaged 
in terroristic activities’* and to them they say: “Stray individual 
ac'tiofis — with great pain w^e must have to assert are likely to thwart 
the progress of the revolution because they tend to divert the attention 
from the larger issue to a minor one and obscure the ideal in view. 
Such actions might have been necessary at the time these were first 
•’ommitted, but now. we Wlieve, that stage is over. The time has come 
for more widespread «onspiracv.“ Then they dewrilw* how* they are 
going to orgimiiif the village workers in the and go on to 

say; “Let otir friends Imstir themselves and seriously argue over the 
present pamphlet. H they aifopt our proposals, they will surely help 
the cause of revolution for which we all stand and to whose cause all 
our lives are <'oiisei‘rat<HL“ I am not saying that the party which 
issued that particular pamphlet is of much imjHirtance at the present 
moment, but the pamphlet indicates the mentality of certain groups of 
people who are active at present in Bengal. It is no use trying to 
forecast now what the results of their activities may be. But should 
they succeed in bringing about a situation in any way approaching that 
at which they are aiming, then obviously Government roust be in 
possesaion of suMcient powers to deal with it and without this Bill they 
will ncA have the necessary powers. 
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It is rather diflScult to anticipate all the ohjectiona that are likely to 
be raisedi against this Bill. I have already mentioned cue, namely;, that 
the existing law is adequate and special powers are not required. I have 
no doubt that this objection will be taken into consideration by the 
Select Committee, should the Bill be referred by the Council, But I 
think it right to make it perfectly clear that in our opinion experience 
has shown that it is entirely incorrect to say that the existing law is 
adequate. If any lawyer meinlwr of this Council can show that the 
powers proposefl to be niveii under this Bill are already provided in tho 
♦ existing law , I have no douht that the Select Committee will take (hat 
fact into consideration in framing their report. 

I have referred ulremly to an article issued recently which com- 
mented favourably *»n the Staleuient of Objects and Iteasons upp<mded 
to the Bill. This same article laid it dow'n that certain curidiiions must 
W satisfied*l>efore the legislature could arm the (lovernment with 
sp<*cial extraordinary powers of the kind we are asking for in the Bill. 
The first c<»ndition mentioned was the alleged inndequaey of the exist- 
ing law. I have already dealt with this. The secimd condition w'as 
that the legislature must sutisHed that the public actually <h'mand 
thi.H tiieasure and that it i** really neinled in the larger interest of the 
f>eople. One would like to know what the writer of the article means 
hy “the puldic” and “fxsiple”, hut interpreting these terms in their 
widest sense I do not think any one can say that this Bill is not re<|uired 
in the larger interests of the jK»ople. Surely it is to the larger interests 
of the jK'Ople to arm the (iovenniient so us to enable them adequately 
Uj protect the [H^iple in the exercise of their ordinary o vocations. As 
regards a demand from (he public, I . an assure you that certain bu«jness 
men think that these fniwers are iHHes*mrv to protect them in (heir 
ordinar\ aviHations arol that certain sections of (he public have actually 
demanded it. The last jmint urgetl is that the i|>i*ra(ioii of tho 
Kmergem’y Powers Ordinance which has been prtijMised to Iw* in<’or- 
IHiruted 111 the Statute Book has h<»en refiented hy a largo majority of 
the people and has Wn highly prejudiiial to their civic rights and 
national interests. This complaint of general resentment is an old story 
and came up Wfore I w’ent on leave. We had detailed inquiriefi made all 
over the province as to whether there was any general resirntment 
against these powers l>eing used, and from all sides we bad reports 
wbieh go to show that there was no widespread resentment and that 
generally the ordinary p«^ple were grateful that as the results of the 
use made of the Onlinajices there is peat^e and general security in most 
of the districts. (>f course there was resentment on the part of thoae 
against whom the Or^inaiki^ was used and who in ccmsequimce were 
oaable to carry on their malicious m livtites. But there is no justilifa* 
rion at all for the allegation that there is general tesetiimeni ai|atnst 
Hit uee ol the Special Fow ers Ordinance. I suppose most objertton baa 
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been tnkiyn to the ti«e of eeotions 3 and 4 and so I called for the figures 
to find out how many order# under section 4 were actually in force now. 
The renult# of my inquiry are interesting: In 11 districts there ie no 
such order in force, in 10 district# the number is a single figure, and 
only in 5 does the number of order# reach double figui^s. I do not 
think you can nuy. in view of those figures, that the powers given us by 
this Ordinance have be<*n used without due consideration, and restraint. 

What is the alternative policy suggested by our critics? The only 
suggestions I have heard are conciliation and khe speedy introduction 
of a responsible system of government. As regards the suggested 
policy of conciliation I would remind the Council 4hat it was Congress 
which adopted the policy of challenging the established system of 
orderly (lovernment. We have only accepte<l the challenge. If the 
Congress withdraws civil disobedience, then Government will reconsider 
its position. So long as the Congress does not do so, Government 
cannot consider the u<!option of any other poli<y. The first step 
towards conciliation must come from the Congress whi( h must w ithdraw 
the challenge of the civil disobedience movement. As regards a new 
constitution, what more can (ioverninent do? The third Hound Table 
Conference is now sitting, but the people who are »’U!ining civil dis- 
ol>edience have declined to co-operate in the Conference. Government 
is doing nil in its power to expedite the arrival of resp )fisible (iovern- 
nieiit, and it is tliis very fact that u new constitution is (ommg in the 
near future wdiirh makes it all the more important that we should have 
the powers asked for in this Bill. Mr. B. V. Chatterjee says that if 
only an Iiidiun Minister is placfsl in c harge of law and order there will 
hi* peace. 1 hope* he is right but i can .see nothing in the manifestos 
of Ccmgres.s to justify this belief that when the nc*w constitution comes 
in, all trouble will cease. It is our Wunden duly, I believe, not only to 
have the machine in gcKid running order at the time of handing over, 
but also to W able to hand over along with it all the tools, lubricants, 
etc., which our exj>erieiice has shown us, are reejuired to keep the 
machine running sweetly. And these include the jiowers which we have 
enilxHiiiHi in the Bill. 

One <»ther criticism is likely to l>e made— indeed there are several 
juiiendments on this jmint— that it is not nm'ssary to send the Bill to 
the Select Committee; it should gt» for circulation. Government can- 
not accept the proposal for circulation for two reasons. Firstly, the 
Ordinance will expire on the 29th I)eceml>er, 1932, and the Bill muat be 
paasbd l>«fore that date. Hixoiidly. do you think that circulation is 
going to produce any new «^inton on the matter? We know what 
official opinion is. As reganls non-officials we all know what the 
opinion of the non-co-operating section of the community will be. Aj 
legarda the fXMipemting eeetkm iU tqpinion is beat voiced by thi 
jHaeiiiW of this Council. So nothing will be gained by circulation and 
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I am «fmid Govarament must oppose the motions for eircnlntton. I 
therefor# press the House to accept the motion for reference of 
Bill to a Select Committee, consistiujK of the fr^ntlemen whoso narnha 
I have already read ont. The Select Committee will jfo into the details 
of the provisions of the Rill and will^see whether they recpure any chaitipe 
and make recommendations accordingly. And your experience in 
the past must have shown you that such ret'ommendations as a nile 
receive every consideration from Government. 

With these ohservntf(»ns 1 In'g to move that the Rill la* I'eferred to 
the Select Committee. 


340 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: TIu •re are five motions for cireulatiou but it 
will serve our purpose if only one out of these five is seha’teil. 1 have 
dwidwl that Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray’s motion shall W moved. 
We will have a general di.seussion on the prineiples of the Rill on that 
motion. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: ! l>eg to move, by way 
of umendnieut, that the Hill l»e circulated for the pur|M>se of eliciting 
public opinicm thereon by the LWh l*\*bruar>', 

Sir, what must strike all unbiassed observers of the current events 
in Rengal is the total unprepuredness of the tiovernment of Reiigul. I 
know the Hon 'bio Member in c harge of the Rill will perhaps be inclined 
to consider my niiiendmeiit ns a dilatory motion. He is in a hurry to 
gel his Rill through — but here 1 am with a pro^ioaal which will inevit* 
ably ( uuse a delay of four months. Rut I hope he will have the fairiiiNiii 
to admit that all this C'ould have }>eeu avoided if (lovernmetii had bean 
able to make up their mind in July last. In that case the Select Oim- 
mittee would not have been asked to perform an almost impossible tusk — 
that of submitting a really useful n»|Kirt within so short a time with 
practically nc» ruaterials l»efore them and then we in this House will be 
expectefl to consider the details of the Rill after a week without having 
any opportunity to ascertain the views of our c'onslituency on a me^ure 
of such imtiortaiice. Sir, the sanction of the liegislative Council to 
measures of this nature which fJovertiment are bringing up so fre- 
c|uently of late, will csiiint for nothing if they are unable to secure the 
•auction of public opinion in the country. }.iegislattfiti under such ctf* 
oumsiaiicee is simply a mockery. If this Rill is circulate*!, I am sure 
the Government will find that there is no demand for the meaimre in 
the country. In that case the clear duty of the Govemmeut would be 
to drtirp this unwante*! and unpopular Bill. Rir. I think that this Public 
Security Bill will create a feeling of insecurity among the people. The 
policy of indiscriminate arrest and internment without trial has ij^le*! 
ttuch bittemeas in the country. Instead of allaying dtuconltnt, Uiia 
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to {lerpotuate the ordinance under a different garb will simply 
aggrarate the situation. Perhaps the Government are flattering them 
selvee with the belief that they have succeeded in defeating the civil 
disobedience movement. But will they pause to consider the effect o1 
their measures on the «mntr>'«ideJ' 1 would ask the Hoiflte to visualise 
the condition of the helpless but brave people of Midnapore. In 
that district a happy and contented peasantry are being exposed to th^ 
lust and devilry of the punitive [wdice force stationed there in the namt 
of law and order. Sir, I want the (iovernii^nt to realise that the 
measures taken to suppress the civil dis{)bedience movement have largely 
contributed to swell the ranks of (he terrorists. ^ 

Sir, I sbull deal with another u*<pect of this Bill. I shall refer tc 
chapter IV of the Bill. It is indeed very generous and npoiting on tht* 
part of the Government to come to the resr*ue of the landholders in the 
motter of collection of rents. But I think the landholder^i, as a rule, 
will reject this offer with thanks. The provisions of the Bill in chapter 
IV will set the tenants against the zauiindars. I ask the Hon*hle 
Member in charge of the Bill to state if there has l>een a demand from 
any landholders organisation in Bengal to incorporate such a provision 
in the Bill, 1 am sure if the landholders*are asked to express their 
opinion they will protest against this attempt to alienate the tenants. 
As a landholder, I earnestly implore the (ioveriiinent to leave the land- 
holders alone, and not make our pemition iin|M>ssihle with the tenants 
by involving (he landholders in a relrogratle pdicy calculated to crush 
all organisation, all the spirit of self-reliance — in fact all (hat is gf»od 
in the country. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR : Sir, a.s the Special Power 
Ordinance (X of 19.‘12) will expire on the 21Hh l)<‘ceinl>er next, the object 
of the Bill is to empower the licwal (ioverninent with similar powers as 
were (^mtuined in that Ordinance to (’omhut the activities of the civil 
disobetlience movement. 

Bit, it is our misfortune that we cannot avoid debates of this nature 
in any of (he Couticil sessions nowadays. It is aim our misfortune that 
we on this side of the House are unable to give our supjiort to the Govern- 
ment when we are ask<ul for it for the simple reas«»n that we are not 
convinml that this sort of measure is the pn»per remedy for the disease. 
We voice the opinion of the public when we say that this Bill, or the 
Ordinance on which it is based, is not the right remedy to emnbat the 
civil disoliedienf^ movement and that it will not have the effect that 
the Government wants it to have. These Ordinances and measures have 
been in the hands of the Government for a pretty long time— and if 
they have produced a gcK>d effect then the Government would not And 
any necessity of introducing them over again. It has been declared, 
times without number, on Whalf of the Government that a measure iilm 
this is equally distasteful to them as it is unwelcome to the membefs of 
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thi« HovBe and the puhlie outride. But in apite of that we find the 
trovemmeut seekinff for these apeoial powers, because they faii to take 
a atateaman-like view of the situation and l>ecause they are unable to 
rhange their angle of vision. 

Sir, I do humbly ask the Member in charge of tl»e Bill — why only 
rely on tliis measure which is distasteful to yourself; why not do some- 
thing else which will stimulate all sections of the community to offer 
spontaneous co-operation to combat the civil dis<dK*dienre movement? 
It is certainly not a fa^ that all sections of the fwople are in sympathy 
with the civil disol>edience movement or the terrorist activities. But 
it is also a fact that Uie Government do not receive the active help and 
co-operation of that section of the public who are at heart against these 
movements. 

Sir, \vc the mertdinnts, are the worst sufferers by these movements, 
Tt ha.s dislocated our huHiness. deprive<l us of our legitimate means of 
livelihood, funded us in heavy financial difficulties and is threatening 
us. with utter ruin and disgrace. But we must frankly admit that we are 
unable to render unto the Government any practical help Wnuse the 
Goveritmeiit do not care to put relianct* on tmr opinion. When we ask 
<*ur c<nintrymei). r»ur neiglllsiurs to secede from the civil <lisohedience 
movement, to stop tlie*.c lofisitieH. which ate piejiidiciu] to >wH’ial 
interest, thcs would proinptK rc[d> --don't you see the repression in the 
I'ftuntrv — don't \ou .see that men like Sj. Suhhus (^handrn Busu or Sj. 
•I. M. Sen Gupta are (‘onfined indefinitely without trial — do you think 
until the Goveriitnent changes its ptdicy anybody M'ill cure to give his 
genuine support to the (lovernment? 

Sir, you are treating the civil disoltedience movement in a similar 
manner us yt)u treat the terrorists and thereby you have lost the sympathy 
of the right-thinking people of the country. We find every day that 
lesjas table |>ersoiis with national aspirations are urrestful and interned. 
You cannot blame the public if they think that you are out to fight 
with fhc'ie wea|Hins the rising spirit of nationalism. 

Sir. according to the (iovernment version as exprfsised in varicnis 
If ports, the civil disoWdieiue movement is dying or almost dead— 
matters have now calmed down. So one can rightly say that there is 
no state of emergency which calls for the promulgation of temporary 
measures like ordinanees. If there l»e no slate of emergency you can 
carry on with the ordinance laws of the land. If the situation in 
future recfuires it >ou can promulgate a new^ ordinance. Bui do not fiout 
public opinion and alienate the sympathy of those who are really «yoar 
true friends. 

Sir, I do not see why there is such ind<K'ent hurry in this matter. If 
you were really in need of a measure like Ibis you could introduce this 
particular Bill along with the Bengal Kuppresetofi of Terrortsi Ouimgei 
Bit) and the Bengal Criminal l^w Amendment Bill which were etiacted 
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IB the kuit August Mtsion, aud ascertain public opimon thereon. Tlti 
public would iben get souie time to consider and ofer criticism. An< 
you would not then l)e accused of rushing through this Council. Sir 
there is another aspect. The suppression of natural political outburst o 
nationalism of the people is spreading more and more di|»content in th< 
country. The economic situation also has a great deal to do with it 
People are daily thrown out of employment : those who depend on th< 
income of their business or landed property for their livelihood are to 
day without im^ome and are faced with starvation, educated youths fine 
it impossible to secure employment. These arf not a little responsible 
to give imfietus to the civil disol>edience movement. If you do not trj 
to remove these deep-rooted causes you will neve? succeed to cojm? wit! 
the situation with repressive measures of this type. 

Sir, we are on the eve of great constitutional changes. It is needlesi 
to say that if real jwjwer is conferred on the people by the coming re- 
forms, the discontent in the < imntry will vanish and the civif disobedience 
movement will die u uatunil death. S<» if the (ioveruinent is reallj 
anxious to estuhlish peace and harmony in the (tiuntr>’, it would hi 
more business-like to push forward the claims of the children of the 
soil for satisfaction of their legitimate aspU'atioiiH. 

Sir, with these words I commend the Hill for cm’ulntion. 

Or. NARitH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir. I oppose this 
motion for circulation for the simple reason that Mr. Prentice is t|uit« 
right in thinking that nothing would l*e gained by circulation. Foi 
public opinion on this subjec t is very well known. Mr, Prentice know^ 
it as well a.s any one of u.s, although he may pretend to know it differ 
ently from what it actually is. I*iihlic opinion is well known, Mr 
Prentice does not take his stand on public opinion; he does not can 
for public opinion so long as he is sure of a majority in this House. 
Circulation is therefore out of the question. It is not a Bill which 
seeks public support; on the contrary, it throws out a challenge to the 
whole country. Here is a tiovenimeut with all its armour^' of power, 
and Govemmaiit, as Mr. Prentice puts it, has ncceptini the challenge, 
thrown out by the ('ongress. He may la* right or he may l»e wrong. 
The Congress may have ihniwii out a challenge. Any way, there is a 
challenge met hy a challenge. There is a fight and Oovemment is 
virtually itching for a fight. Every word of the Bill indicat«#--«very 
word that Mr. Prentice has uttereil, indicates — that they are itching 
for a fight. I do not care whether it is the Govemment or the Congrets 
whe^ first threw out the challenge, hut (he fa<*t stands that whoever mav 
have thrown ^t the challenge, the challenge has lieen met by a cottniesr- 
oballeiige which again has been met by a t'ounter-challengt, and thus 
tha ball goe* on itdligg, gathering strength like a snow-baW. After all 
ihm is only one consideration which is of paramount importance but 
vnick is altogether forgotten in this trial of strength against strength. 
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Hie ^ifmiiioaiit question is that the welfare of the people— well, thet^ 
of eo<Urtie» ia the least material thing. I can claim— though I have not 
been to Mr. Prentice to whisper soft and sweet lies in his ears— I oan 
claim that 1 have )>eeu one of tlume persons who have never hesitated 
to express th^ir complete disagreement with the entire prttgramme of 
the civil disobedience movement. I am as much ronviticcKl as 
Mr. Prentice himself that civil disobedience is a dangerous thing, not 
merely on account of its immediate consequences, but Wause of the 
great repercussions ui^*l <»f the harmful effects upon public life in 
general in the long run which it must ne<^esHarily product*, liegard 
for law and order isji very tender plant in the mind of men which has 
grown through ages and centuries. Civil disoliedience ruts at the root 
of that plant, and those who taught us civil disolteilienre hardly knew 
that they were cutting at the root of one of the fundamental instincts 
of the human mind. However, Sir, we are not out here to criticise 
the civil disobedience movement. 1 should have l>een very glad if 
Ooverniiient had given a fair fight to civil diwiWdienre, By fair 
fight I understand a fight with the propagandists of the movement who 
rely upon the supp<irl of public opinion generally by an appeal to public 
opinion: (loveniment might, with priiflt, have invokeil public opinion 
in their favour. They might have cultivatwl cordial relations with the 
(leople of the country. But one hundred and fifty years of British 
rule in India have unfortunately not prepare<l the ground for that 
sort of relationship on the part of the present (Joverninent. They 
have built themselves an edifice upon fouiirlations of antagonism to 
the pe<jple Wlieving in their own strength, and they are not prepared 
to be dislodged from that position and to descend to the humble poaition 
of merely serving the country. If they could have convinced the 
people that they were their friends, if they had gone out to the people 
and convinced them — not by words but by deeds — that they were their 
beet friends and well-wishers and not those who were asking him to 
follow them >in their cam|>aign of civil di soiled ience, I could have 
called that a fair fight. But (tovemmenf have fallen hack upon re- 
sourees, alxmt the magnitude of which no one hail ever had the slightest 
doubt. The Government possess unlimited powers and the strength 
of a giant, and in the struggle they expect that they will come out 
victorious, at least temprirarily. I know they have no doubt of it. 
But in case they succeetl, would you cal! it a success in the real sense 
of the temif' How many thousands of people have you put into gaol 
and how many thousands more would you have to throw* into the dun- 
geons? Can you mntemplate a st ate of society in which you can splice 
permanently a large population inside the jail— people who have not 
coittinitt4Ni any crime known to civitismt jurisprudence? Tf you go on 
like that, the administration of the province will go from bad to woiae, 
Sir, the Ilon’ble Mr. Prentice has referred to the experiimisa of 
Oovemment and flovemmetit offictals, but T might refer hiin^to the 
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exp«rieiic« of other»— which cannot be if^nored. History and experisnii^ 
show that the more yon forge your weapons of repression, the more 
terrorism will go on increasing. If you care to examine the histoi|r of 
the period since the idea of civil disobedience movement was first thought 
of, and when non-(io-operation was launched — I refer to tiie year 1021— 
you will find the same tale. Is it not a fact that terrorism has made 
great strides during the interval, and is it not a fact that terroriitn 
has always succeeded to the same extent, that the non*co-operation move> 
inent was muzsled, checked, or crushed? 

Well, Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice has told us that experience has 
shown tliat repressive measures have helped in curbing subversive 
activities. He has asked u.s to point out whether the ordinary law gives 
him p(mers adequate enough for dealing with the problem of civil 
disobedience. I admit, Sir, that the ordinary law does not give him 
these powers which he seeks; no civilized law can ever giv^ the Oovem- 
inent such jwiwers ordinarily. The difference between him and myself 
is that he would deal with civil disobedience in one way. whereas I 
would deal with it in another way. Sir. we constitute what 
Mr. Prentice calls the ‘Nudiiiary public”, ^ho, he thinks, are grateful 
to (fovernment. These have not thrown any challenge ttj (Government. 
Hut we, the members of the “ordinary public'* art* lH*iiig giound bet- 
ween two stones. Distress i^ increasing in the country every day. 
Why? Because this insensate war is being carrietl on between the two 
parties concerned. We w*an( breathing time. Mr. Pi-entice thinks 
that hy means of these |»owers civil tlisoWdience could Ih» made to dis- 
iippt^ar entirely. In the meantime we must holt! tuir breath I If I 
were convinced that within a leasonable time '<ucli Iegi>latiofi would 
lead to an end of the subversive movement that is abroad, then I would 
have Ymn very glad to lend iny support to it. Hut this Bill is going 
to do no such thing. The title of the Bill is a misnomer. We recettHy 
had a Bill intended to $upprrs$ terrorism. Well, i should cnll this a 
Bill (or the iw(en#«oi» of terrorism. We art* at cross purpo.ses. So 
long as the iitail««l*fist attitude continues on either side and so long a« 
theee challenges and ituinter challenges continue, we cannot have peace 
in this land. 

The IIonTde Mr. Prentice says that exi>erience of these powers 
has show'll that they are capable of suppressing subversive niovemente. 
Well, we too have some experience. 1 have studied full well the 
history of the civil disobedience movement, and I can confidently eay 
that his eoncluoiotts are wrong. I cannot claim to have that wide 
knowledge (hat Mr. Prentice has, but I have had a oonsiderahle ex- 
|>erienc« of it, and I have found that there have been timee when the 
oivil disobedience movement has l>een on its last legs, but then the 
Oovemtnent came out with the onlinances. We had first of all one 
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ihttii c ame aiio^jr^ and each aaw cirdiMOina gava a aaw 
Wage af life to the cult of rivil dieobedience. I do not know whether 
tlNliJQoii^ble Mr. Prentice hae any idea of that. He probably ihtafca 
that ihe «uc<^ of thene repreenire measuree i« properly maaeared by 
the aamber af people in ^oU. Doee he know that that t» praciaely 
what many of theee people want? They revel in i(, they gloat on it. 
I my. Kir, that there are a nuiiiher of men who are never never iio happy 
aa when they are in gaol. And with lamvwiM#/ unemployment, with 
incraaaing diMtreHj«. und with a growing nenee of highhandedneim on the 
part of (Government the numliar of jiu«di |HH>ple i» daily increasing. It 
it no exaggeration to itay Uiai the nundier it increasing. At present 
the numlwr is so large that (Government cannot ad»M|UHtely tackle their 
prid>lenis. la»t assume for agreement s sake that civil disolwHlience 
hits l»een killed hy this extraordinary legislation, hut what almut the 
Imvcott? The laiytott movement had b<*en started many lirnen lasfora 
this. Hefofe the preneiit lime the Uiycott movement hail to l>e puahe<l 
through at the |Kiint of Imyonet hy aggremiive picketing. Well, hut 
in Hjiite of the |n( keling Hiiti'.h gtauU used to Ik* wdil. Hut liMik at 
the picture now. There i-* not now a single self-res|>ec.ting family in 
Bengal w*ho would <are to^hsik at Ilritish gtNNls, These p<H)ple do not 
parade their feelingH. What has the Hoii’hle Mr. Prentice got to nay 
to ihihJ' He may have his own ideas alamt strong and firm rule, hut^~— — 


(Here the memher having reached his time limit resumed his seat.) 


Mr« W« N« THOMPSON • Mr. President. Sir, before saying any- 
thing else, may 1 congratulate the Hon 'hie Mr. IVentire on having 
made what si*emed to me the most persuasive s|>eec h that 1 have heard 
him make in this House. He has anticipated much of the criiioiam 
of ihe Bill that we have heard wj far, hut I w’ould like to refer to a 
j^Uicism made hy the Inst sfieaker hut one, who objected to this Bill, 
because, he said, it was treating the terrorist and the (Congress move* 
ments on exactly the same lines. Sir. that is hy no means the way 
in which the matter has struck me. During the last three centuries, 
deittpcracies in the West have fought their battles against their old 
enemy, autocracy', until we were told that ihe (Great War would finally 
make the world a safe place for democracy. 

4 p.m. 

Since then there have arisen twfi new menaces to democratic freedom. 
In ihe West the gangster system in America has developed to suah an 
^Jkgtent that the Government, though it is a democracy nearly two 
liitiidred years old, has entirely failed to deal with It, and in Central 
Xnropa the new weapon of direct action has been forged. Both these 
ate suhversive of good govmment. One is frankly and nnhlttebingly 
^OCMBilnal, the other is not so blatant, hut it is an attack, open the 
^ ^ 10 • 
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UbtfiiM of itie 9iibi«ct with the object of forcing the will of oBe sectioB 
of the people on the State. TJnfortnnately these two menaces liave 
^eome to Bengal together and infant democracy in Bengal will haw no 
chance at ail unless both snakes are scotched. To deal with them the 
Goremment took powers by Ordinance. Then the time came when the 
Ordinances were to be replaced by legislation and in August last this 
House gave Government the iwiwers which it asked for to deal with the 
terrorist menace. There might have been twin Bills at that time and 
I wish that there had been, but only one Act was born. Then after an 
almost indecentl.v short interval we were told that a Bill would be 
introduced to replace the Special Powers Ordinance and we expected 
that the Bill would reproduce most of what that f)rdinance contained. 
Bnt after inouiitain<iUH InlMmr the Government of Bengal has given 
birth to a mouse. There is very little to fuss alwmt in this Bill. Most 
of the powers of the Special Powers Ordinance have been whittled down 
or removed. There is very little of the Ordinance in this* Bill except 
to make it an offence and to provide punishment for instigation towards 
non-payment of a notified liability. There is 1 think no person in this 
House who will really Iniggle at what there is in this Bill. I believe 
that when the matter is finally put to the vq^e, you will find that there 
is no objection or very little objection to what is contained in the Bill. 
For our part the members of the Kuropean group will support the motion 
for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. B. C. OHATTERflEE: 1 join Mr. Thompson in congratulat- 
ing the Jlon'ble the Home Meml>er on the brilliant speec h with which 
he has presenteil the Bill and there could not have l>een a Ijetter pijpii- 
tation of the Government’s view than we had from him. But alF fhe 
words that he uttered failed to impress us l)e('ause he belongs io a 
Government which is autocratic and not demcMratic. He made Ihe « 
greatest use of such words as “right” and “privilege”. These worae 
have no meaning in this House or in this countr)^ There i.s no suck ^ 
thing ae law except any which issues from a government that ia Hot 
founded on the txmmmi of the ))«ople. Mr. Prentice lielongs to n 
Government which is not based on public opinion and therefore what ho 
promulgates is not law but something which is just as autocratio aa 
it could be and is lorceil down on us without our consent. There is no 
•uch thing as right which is possessed by us in Bengal. What ho calls 
a right is merely a licence tenable during Mr. Prentice’s pleasure and 
revocable at his will, because there is no such thing as right unless that 
thingt owes its existence to the popular voice and owes its continnattal / 
to the will of the people. There is no such thing here and thetfllBtfl 
1 admire the Hon’ble the Home Member’s speech very little at le ngi 
ttaking, 1 am constrained here to say, a speech in an atmosphere n'lldk ^ 
MDa itaelf. If the Home Member in the House of Conuaons nia4e|pM|||^ 
a apeefli it would have been enGrely different. The Home Vmaber J|li? 
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b»liiMi kim ih9 will of tko maiority of llio Homo mi 4 lii odUel it tho 
tim law bocamo it roproooato tho will of iho majority of tko Homo. I , 
am afipaid 1 will got into a pit if I My you mutt baaioii iko tima iriiaii 
Mr. Proatico or any body oW in Kia placo can apoak on your bobalf and 
not only on bobalf of the f«w of hia doubtful allica to bia left or to kii 
right. In other worda I inuat nay I do not underaiand why OoTenunmi 
reoort to theee repreaaive meaaurea when they cannot carry with tham 
thoee who are againat thea<» iiieaauree. The Congreaa people or the 
Swarajiata are willing to (o-ciperate with the Gorernment when there ia 
a real conferment of power on the people. Katurally 1 am referring 
to the Calcutta Cor^Kirutiou. How ia it that in the midat of this non* 
cooperation movement you have a body in Calcutta where the Hwarajiata 
are co-operating b<Mauae they are working an inatitution which waa 
brought into Wing by a reformed Miniater in this Council Why are 
they ro<>[>enitingy Hecuuw* they have been f*onferred a real right. 
WTiy lie f»o biggardly or innierly in the matter of eatentling the eiperi* 
ance that you have tried in the Calcutta (WiwrationJ' 1 know aeveral 
paraoria will aay “(lod wive u-* fnmi wdf -government if the liengal liegia* 
lative (’ouncil is» to Wojiie un exaggenited edition of the Calcutta 
Corporation," fOie* of “Jlear, hear,'" from the Kuropean benches). 

The cheering gentry [M)g«ihly mean there haa been mimiianiigement 
of Corporation, but I know that with all ite defwtn the preaent C'alcutta 
C'Orporat ion has done more for the people of t'alcuttn than it» pnMle- 
ceaHor ever did. Take for instance the northern part «f (’ulciitta. The 
northern quarter of Calcutta which it wan impoaaible for any one with 
a ^sent »enw* of amell, to go through, ha# now b.*en #o itnpn»ved under 
the mgifi of the present Corporation that it can atand compariaon with 
Chowringhee. You will find all the principal iitreet# and Jane# and 
0 T«i bve*lane# or blind alley# have lieen tarmaradamed. You find 
more grant# for hoipitak than under it# predeceaeor; you find maternity 
hotnea and other amenitie# of life provided by the Calcutta Corpora* 
tion. of which we never heard before. I have no doubt that if we get 
the right of eel f -government we ehall give no occaeion to our critica-***— 

Mr* 0. Q. COOPCft: On a point of order, 8ir. 1 do not underaiand 
how ihie matter ran be brought before (he Home in cimnectiem irith 
iUe BtU. 

Mr« PHiilOBIITt Mr. Chatterjee w in order. I ihittk am ex* 
of that analogy ie pertinent and permimihle. 

^ Ifc i. e. ONATTBRilBit He kaome 1 wie guka in order Imi 
getting uneney beonma 1 waa getting my good argnmente 
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If the Home Member can peretiade by his arguments the people in 
England to try an experiment in this country from to-morrow or day 
after to-morrow, of making a transfer of powers and seeing whether 
the Swarajists do or do not respond he will do a great service to 
Government. What I am afraid of is that this Bill is an anticipation 
of the fact that the Round Table Conference that is going on and the 
forthcoming legislation that we expect after it has concluded its 
lalmurs, will not give us self-government. That is what I am afraid 
of. I have nothing to say against the members of the service. They 
have shown wonderful moral and spiritual adaptability. Members of 
the Civil Servi(‘e have worked under Ministers very well, with self- 
discipline and self-denial os I openly stated so many times. It is not 
the ('ivil Sen ice hut it is the people at home w'ho are at fault. At the 
present nnunenl Government is in the hands of the people whom we 
have always regarded as reactionary. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. W« D. R« PRENTICE : I rise to object to this 
criticism of the members of Parliament. 

Mr« Bt 0« CHATTERtlEE. Then whu^ am I to doP Whom am 
I to criticiwjp 1 am not <Titicising 

ThO HofPbIt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: This Government is 
not responsible for the action of the Home Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What were the words you usedP 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: 1 forget the W(»rds 1 used. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou have a very convenient memory, 
(liaughter.) 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: After the Home Member has inter- 
rupted me 1 forg«»t the words. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou cannot criticise the Home Government 
irrelevantly on the door of this House but I thought you were q|>eak- 
ing of the general attitude of a section of the British people towards 
India. 

Mr* B* 0. CHATTBRJBBi Tea, Sir. That section ol the people 
in England who now seem to be in predominance cannot reooAeQe 
themselves to the idea of India becoming seH-goveming. Those pe<q»ie 
will always say" what is going to happen to our boys if India gela 
•ell*goveniiiieat That is what they are afraid of. I am afraid whal 
Mr. Frentloe is bringing in is really a sort of foretaste €»f whal ie 
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eoaihig — w« are not really j^ing to Kaee iielf»{roremment. We 
•lull get aome kind of an admiituie which no solf^riNifftocting peo{ile 
will be able to accept or work. 1 am afraid that thin Bill ia a wamifig 
Bill to ihia ]c|fialaturc. I am apprehending that the llim'ble the Home 
Member knowa that a measure like thia will 1 h* ntn^aary becauae 
nothing ia coming on which will do aa*ay with the niHwaity of m<NMure» 
like the present. If the Hon 'hie the Home Member can give un an 
aaauranc^e to the contrary, if he can anaure u» that in the coming reforma 
we ihall have provincial aut4>i)oiu>% we ahould be very thankful to him. 
Meanwhile it w»)ul<l be merely waiting our time by talking unnetw- 
aarily like this, Wa ahull never be able to agree to the demands of the 
Hon’hle the Home Memlwr. We. every one of u?», who feel for his 
country shall oppose him and shall always work to that end. We aee 
that the time is not far when we shall have real self-government and 
people like jhe (‘ongressmcn cun come and w<»rk under the (lovernment 
a» they have shown thror absolute willingiieas to govern in the (Calcutta 
Corp<iration, 

(At 4-s?t) p.m. the ('ounnl was adjourned and it reawrnhled at 
4-30 p.m.) 

Mr. P. BANERdI: On a jxjiut of order, Sir. It is in connet^tion 
with the ruling given bv \<»u on a point of order raised by the Hon'bU 
Mr. Prentice. We <’o\ibi luii folitjw' it properly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What I meant to say was that the Home 
Government could not be cntiimiHl on the flmir i>f this House irre- 
levantly. Perhaps, >ou want t<» know* if any definite action of the 
Home Ooverniiient can or cannot be criticised ben'*. If that is go, I 
•bould like tell you that it will be in order to criliciw it if it it 
••levant to the matter before this House, not otherwise. 

Mr. P. BANERdi. Mr. Pres^iilent, Sir, the Hou'ble Mr, Prentice 
in introducing the Bengal Public Set urity Bill has just tidd us that no 
eiiTulatioD i* lux'essary and that fH*rhiips public opinion will Ik* in 
favour of the Bill. He has also mentioned that ♦here is peai’e^ 
proeperity and contentuient in the country. He has also said that 
because the Congress has challengiKl the (Joveriinient, floverniiient haa 
accepted it. The ilon'ble Mr. Prentice knows very well, if he is a 
Mder of history, that any movement for freedom all i ver the world la 
tranghi with disobedience of so-called law and order. In this Honso. 
limife without number, we have pointed out Ibat this country ia not 
baiag goveroed by law and order hut by lawlessnesf and disivrder. I 
will only refer to some of the incidents which many of the memhera of 
tilia House perhaps do not know. In the name of law and order^ parti* 
onlarly* reference has been made by the mover of the motion to iba 
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diitriet of Midnapore. I can refer to one of the recent cases which 
hi^ipened only on the 24th October, 1932, not even a month ago. On4 
Kumari Bala Patnaik, aged 22, who u»ed to reside at Qoalberia with hlfr 
father near Mahisadal went out in Geonkiiali hat and asked the people 
not to use foreign salt and sugar. She was taken to Aie Mahiaadal 
thana by two (constables. Many other persons w'ere also taken along 
with her to the thana and they were belaboured with Inthin and before 
midnight many of them were tumed out, but this girl was not allowed 
to go along with others and she was not let off rantil all the other men 
and women had left and she was let out at midnight. She had to cross 
€>?er a bridge at midnight and near it the constable who arrested her 
was standing and accosted her saying “where are you going alone, 1 
w’ill take you to a place of safety. “ She said “I will not go, because, 
you molested me at the Mahisadal thana. Therefore 1 will not go” and 
she took the other direction. What happened afterwards is this. She 
was forced by tlie constable Padma and taken to a place near a bamboo 
grove and there she was ravished and I have got a statement from her 
and that statement is a very big one. I would challenge the Hon’ble 
Hume Memla^r in resjject of this and many other such incidents in the 
Tamiuk subdivision of Midnapon* — cases of rape, atteinfits at rape, 
arson and loot in the name of law and order. 

4-45 p.m. 

lloi'cntly on the morning of 14th September, ycni nill ]>e surprised 
to hear that when the house of Mahendrauatl) Pradhan of Chakdipa, 
polic(*'station Sutahata was std on fire, Mr. E. H. Richardson, i.c.8., 
Suhdivisional Officer of Tamiuk, was present. I will give you another 
instance of how the house of one Bhahataran Paria of Nandigram 
police-station was similarly treated by the police. On the 19th Septem- 
ber, in the presence of the Sub-Inspector of Police, there was wholesale 
l(Miting of domestic articles in his house; there is also another instance 
af one Moheudra Jana of Daliiucbak in Sutahata police-station, when 
on the 1 1th September, on the pretext of realising a punitive tax of 
lls. 24-8, a sum of Rs. 3,5tK) (‘ash and other domestic articles valued at 
Rs. 525 were taken away. I will give vet another instance of one 
Pralilad and Birendra Jana being similarly treated. In this case also a 
cash sum (»f Rs. 225 and domestic articles valued at al>out lls. 500 were 
taken away. Whenever a receipt was demanded for these things or for 
the money taken, the result was that they were charged with laihis; and 
in some (^ases the houses were set on fire and also Iiroken down. 1 
will also give you one rei'ent instance, in which the police oooupied the 
house of rttami Maity of Rbodambari, Nandigram, for three days, 
from which the men and w<»neQ had fled immediately on their arrival. 
They #vett broke open the roof of the house and about 200 iiks were 
femoved and all the domestic articles valued at Rs. 8,500 deetroyedl# 
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Tk^ ftocomimtiied hy $ome B. L. tmm erimmids, to wImmbi ihojr 
gnado over the booty, and they vere aaked to take ewiy whatever 
Mongiogs they could. Thin in how the «tate of affaitv ia Ufoing OA 

in Butehata and Nandigrain in the Tamluk nuhdivinioti. 

• 

TIM Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRtNTIGBl May 1 aak. Sir. whether 
any complaint regarding any of theee caaen wan made to any local 
oScera ? 

t 

Mr. P. BANERdi: I would rather tell the Hun’ide Member that it 
ie not ponnihle for thene helpleen people to bring any cane to the noiiee 
of the Government. 

The Non’We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I um anking, Sir, 
whether aiA* complaint about any of theH«» <'ii»e!i ban ever been made to 
any of the liK'nl ofhccni. 

Mr. P. BANERdI: Will the Hon'ble Memi»er be pleaaed to 
enlighten me tun to wh<» iarording to him a lo<*ai officer 

Thf Hoii*bla Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: The District Magintrata. 

the Subdivixional t)fti« er, the SuiM»rifitcndent of Pohce, IVputy Superia* 
teudent of Police and the AnsiMant Superintendent of Police, in fact, 
almost all the gazetted officerH in charge of a district. Were any com- 
plaint made to un> of the?*e offirerwP 


Mr. P. BANERdi: 1 will juMt explain to you. The po«itiofi in thal 
when villager.** find titut a hand of raidem cornea t(» iheic houai*a in iha 
name of law and order, namely. Im*|ieetora of Poliee and Sub-InapecUiri 
of Police aeeouipunieil by, in noine eanen l^t) and in itome ea'*i»« even mora 
punitive force, it i« aliM» found that tbi« band of raider* a* I call them, 
ia lieaderi by the Subdi visional Officer, I have already mentioninl tba 
name of Mr. ItiebardiMm, i.e.a. 

Mr. SHANTI BHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Shame, *bame 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I might tell Mr. Roy that the word '‘Sliam#" 
i» uo parliamentary and ebould not he imsi within the rhamher. 

Tut HMPbM Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Mr. Ki< hardaon waa Addi- 
tional niatHet Magiatrate ; there wan the Diatrict Magiatrate. there waa 
tka Commiaaioiier of the Diviaioo and I again want an anawer to my 
qaaniioo whether any complainU were at all made about thee# thinga 
to any thee# officers. 
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Mr. PRftIDENT: Mr. Prentice i» not asking Mr. Baaerji whether 
any case ha» been actually instituted against the offending officer; but 
he wants to know if any complaint against him was made to any local 
officer of higher rank. But did you not allege that at least on one 
occasion the Subdivisional Magistrate himself was present? 

Mfo Pi BANERJI: T have just mentioned that Mr. Richardson was 
present in the house of Moliendra Prodhan of Sutahata early morning 
at 7-30, on 14th September, 1932, when his houSe was set on fire. 

Th# HOfl'bla Mfi W- D« R* PRENTICE: Is the member in order 
in making any allegation against an officer by name? It i.s absolutely 
unfair to that officer when he cannot rebut tluwe charges. Neither 
will the member tell us whether cmuplaints were made to superior 
officers but he is going on making scandalous allegations against Oov* 
ern merit ofticers ; Is it permissible for a member to do so. Sir? 

Mr# PRESIDENT: If T remember aright it was said on behalf of 
(loveriiinent that the Ordinani'es, or for the matter f)f that all special 
measures taken by them, di<l not Iea<l to anV molestutKm and are not 
being resented by the p<‘ople. If I am not mistaken that was the tenor 
of the speech delivered by the Hon’hle Mr. Prentice, and I thought 
Mr. Bunerji was trying to show that that w'as not the real < use. On 
the other hand, I think Mr, IVeiitice is very right when he said that if 
Mr. Bunerji mentioned any particular officer by nanu' he should he able 
to say whether any complaint was made against him to a superior officer 
on the sjmt. In any ease, Mr. Bunerji must he prepared to make him- 
self responsible for the very serious allegations that he has made or 
withdraw them. A member of the House is justified in making serious 
allegations only when he is able to make himself responsible for the 
same. Will you, Mr. Banerji, tell m.» definitely whether you are 
making youj'self resjumsihle foi the al legal ion** you are making and 
that it is within your knowledge anti Indief that your allegations are 
true? Y<»u should hIsi» Im* aide to state if e<unpluinls were uetually 
made by the liggrieved jmrties to sui>erioi officers who are responsible 
for seeing that no crime is tHmimitt.»d by the punitive |>olice. 

Th« HwPblt Mr. W. D. R« PRENTICE; I might say, Sir, that 
nwlisatiun of chaukidari tax and other taxes is not done under the 
IHiIinanies nor is the punitive poUee also under the Ordinaiu'e. None 
of these things mtcern the Or<Btianee, They are run under the Police 
Act or the Chaukidari Art that has absolutely nothing to do with 
•peeial jKiwers at all. The chaukidari panrhayati tax is realised under 
the Chaukidari Act. 1861 ; there is no punitive police under the Ordiii- 
nncee l^ut additional polite can always be appointed under section 16 
at the Polite Art. 
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Miw IPIIBillICNT: Ha« t\m punitiTe police been tiatioiiiid tiiere 
tlao to deal with the civil disobedience movement P 


Mr. F. B^NERdlS May I submit certain observationi for your 
eonaideration to strenifthen my ctti*e with to the aliefrationP 

What I bepr to submit in (hat it in a part of (he civil diaobedient'e move- 
ment. Civil disobedience movement is on in almost all parts of 

Miduapore, particularly in Sutahata and Naiidigram, and in those places 
special police has Inn^it posted in order tc» terrt>rise the people into 
•limiMsion, that is to j^ive up the civil disolM‘dience movement. Another 
point has lieen suj^^etted by flu* Ifon'ble Mr. Prentice and that is alxitii 
law and order. I be^' t«> sulnnit : is this a part of the law and order 
for these members of p(tltce and members of (lo%'ernnient to jfo itlsiut 
in the villa^res and terrorise tin* jM'ople in the name of law and order P 
I have jifiveM so many definite jn^^taiuvs for which I am prepared to 
accopt responsibdity 

Thf Hofi*bt« Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Nt». Sir If it should 

app<nit that the (undmt of ans hsality is such ns to necessitate an 
increase of the police force then (loverninent cun apfMuni additional 
police under the powers ^ri'en to them under section 10 of the Art of 

mu. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR0SA0 MOOKERdEEt Has not the President the 
rf^bt to coni[nd Mr. I*rentice to answer (he ({uestion is to whether the 
punitive jadjce at Midnaporo was appointed tn connection with the (dvil 
disoliedience nufvementP He askeil Mr, Prentice this ({uestion hut no 
answer was given by him. 

Ttif HoiYbla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have no knowledge of 
the fart, hecau’*c there are other places concerned in the Midnafiora 
district. Hut my jsmit is that the ap(>ointiueiit of puiuti\o p<di(’e and 
realisation of rates— thesi* are all done undt^r the ordinary law, Tho 
apecial fmwers have nothing to do witli these complaints. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I had lietter make the jwiint <hnr. What I 
want to know from the lionUdo Meml><»r is whether the punitive force 
which has Iwen statione<i at Midnapore is biurig employ ed to cheek the 
civil drsolMHlieiice movement; if so, then, of course (he member w^|]iUUs^ 
be right in making all these allegations. But at the same time, I have 
•lieady said that Mr. Hanerji must make himself responsible for these 
allegatiotts which are of a serious character. 

Mr* P« RANERJI: I have got authentic tiifomiatifin and may 
idd that 1 am prepared to prove my allegations. 
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Mr. pmtlDiNTs Are yon pr^^ared to make yovratfl loepoiieibla 
far the allegations you are making F 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Yes, Sir. 

PRESIOEMT. Can the Hon^ble Mr. Prentice give an assurance 
to this House that punitive police in Midnapore have nothing to do with 
the civil disobedience movement? 

Th. Hofl'bi. Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Sir, it in a 
question to answer. There are provisions in the Police Act under which 
Government can ordinarily post additional police wherever they thought 
fit. This reply of mine is all that 1 can give at the present moment, 
though I must admit that I cannot answer definitely. I am afraid I 
shall have to make inquiries before I can give a proper rebly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Can you advance any ofluT argument in favour 
of your point of order? 

• 

Tfli HOlPIlIt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. Sir; not at ^ 

present moment. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
As the Ordinance has been extemled to Midnapore, will it not be proper 
to refer to incidents happening at Midnapore? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: My ruling in that Mr. Bunerji can make 
allegations against the punitive police stationed there, bei'anse I have 
not been sutisfieil with the answer the Hon’hle Mr. Prentice has given 
on the point. He (annot say definitely that the punitive indice are 
thare in conufH'tion with any movement other than the civil disoliedience 
movement. The matter Iwfore the House cannot l>e si'paraied from the 
civil disolK'tiience inovemeiil. And sinte Mr. Banerji lias made himself 
responsible for the allegations he lias moile, it is only fair that he should 
bo able to make out his case against the Hill l>efore the House in bis 
chosen way, 

Mr. P. RANERdiS I submit. Sir, that attempts have been made on 
l^ifVil Bibt, a M\ibammadan lady of Bar inpur. 

Mr. PRSStDSNTt I suppose you are also prepared to make yowN 
tilf responsilde for the sUtsmsiit you are now going to make. 

m. P. iANlRIis Tss, Sir. 
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IM MMIDINTi Wlifoi ilkt maniber k pnpmd to mok* hiniMiU 
' mfioniibk for the eerious allegaiioos he wank io make it ia o&lj fair 
that he ahoiild he allowed to deTelop hta poiot. 


Mllllvi AtUL KASCIIt On a point of order. Sir. In it not a fact 
that a atatemeat made on the floor of the Houae ia privileged}^ And any 
member can make all aorta of allegationa. and he in not amenable to 
any cennureP 

'if- ^ 

PRESIDENT: Surh an idea ia aitiiply ridh'uloua. I do not 
quite underatand what you mean, or what your real objwt ia; but, 
convention demanda that in a <’aae like thi» the Chair niuat have the 
member's word of honour that, to his belief and knowledge, the iurideata 
narrated by him are true. 

^ Mr. P. SANER4I; S>r, may I submit one iMiint to youK It is this: 
the position very lucidly, but I am prepared to take u|K>n myself the 
responsibility proving my ullegatjons and bring wittiesaea forward 
befort* any committee— 1m* it c<jmpoH«Ml of either (iovermnent members, 
including the Hon’ble Mr. I’rentice hiiiiaelf or the memhera of the 
TkrOfH*au AaaiM’iation 

{Here the menibt‘r readied hia time-liinil ) 


Mr. P. BANERill: Sir, iuu\ I tuhijiit one jadrit to void It is this: 
that I was interrupted during my apiMH Ii for a pretty long time which 
ate away the exigiiou.s time alhMted to rue Through this process, 
many a vuliiahle minute ha*i been lost, and I aiibinit to you. Sir, (hat I 
am entitled t*i a few more iiurniteH (iMiUgliter. i 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afriiiil I caiinnt liny inori< tiini-. 

Mr. C. P. HOCC: In rising to intervene m this debate, I should 
like to make it dear that my primary obj**< t ia to pla«"e lM*f(ire the 
.JQouae aueh knowledge aa 1 may haie of the facta which have l>eea 
mentioned here to-day. But, liefore doing so, I should like to invite 
Ihe attenthm of the House to some facta which have come into increasing 
prominence m recent >ears not only in India but elaewhorr Sir, these 
matters have already been mentioned, to some extent, by Mr, Tbompson. 

In all parts of the world, in all (countries, jurists and legis)atorsj||)^.e 
being steadily forced to the opinion that law has fallen liehinathe 
methods that have l*c*en devised to defeat it. A posit ton of stagnation 
k law is oh the same footing aa a posititMi of stagnaticMi in any other 
sphere of buatrie«is or work. TjSw must he alvreast ot the times. liUir 
must ha developed and expended aa the mathixla of dafaniing it iiqinwve; 
nthenrke, the ohjeeta of lew are defeated. That, Sir, m the pneitka 
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DOW in regard to criminal law in this country. It has hden urged 
Government, and, I think, on very good grounds, that the criminat law 
at the present moment is unequal to the task of suppressing and puttipn 
an end to the elements of disorder that prevail in this province. Ther^ 
fore, it is the bounden duty of the legislature to see that the law a§ 
brought up to date and made an efficient instrument for the suppre8|i(m 
of all those forces which are now sapping the foundations of soci^ty^ 
and that is why this Bill has been brought before this House for ita 
consideration. • 

I submit, Sir, that the provisions of this Bill are not antagonistic to 
the principles of law, and there is nothing in it ht variance w'ith the 
principles of equity and justice. You can also consider it on its merits 
with due regard to the facts which have induced Government to bring 
it forwanl. Now, what ure the faitsH Let us look at the facts in 
many districts of the province at the present time. Fortunately, SiTf 
there ure many members in this House who have (ome here with a wida 
and <leep knowledge of the conditions as they exist throughout the 
country. They emiie heie. Sir, with first-hand knowledge of the statf 
of affairs, and tliev are aide to form their opinions not on the advice of 
professional politicians of the metropolis or of the Press, hut on t]M|ir 
own petsonal knowledge of what things really are in rural Bengal. 

Now, to begin with, Sir, 1 should like to call your attention to the 
ease of union boards. These boards are the creation of this legislature. 
They have mad«' cousiderubh* progrt^ss, uiul yet we find in many 
districts in the pro\ince that these boards are piMsisteiitly attacked by 
ogents who ure determined to hiing them to an end. We have examples 
in Bunkuru of union-board members and presidents who have been 
interfered with in the cimrse of their work when union Wnches have 
lieeu sitting for the trial of petty criminal and ( ivil cast's. Boys have 
ht^en sent hy one or other of the.se agencies to interfere with those 
village litigants wh(» wished to take advantage of these village courts. 
Then, again, we rome to the sub-registration offices which are so 
tioromon in the ♦nw/njunif. Of all janiple, surely the sub-registrar is the 
most inoffensive of officials. I have rarely found any one who could 
say any thing about the activities of a sub-registrar, but we find thal 
the agencies of disorder have md themw'hes to interfere with the woS| 
of suh-registnirs too. In the Midiiafsire district, to which a refereucf 
has l>een made tiMlay, molw of 2,0tM) to ;i,000 people frequently assembl- 
ed last wld-weatber to interrupt public business that was transaited 
there, and repeate<lly Ib'puty Magistrates had to W sent out from Sadi^ 
to preserve ]M*ace and protcid the unfortunate sub-registrars from ihiM 
unruly mobs of women and young men who were mere tools in the 
hands of other pet^pie with more cunning brains. 

Then, t would remind the House of many occasKms on which the 
work of Government in other spheres has been intfgfered wdih» In 
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twd more particularly in the dietriet of Midnapm, 
WtU^' large crowds asscmhled we^ after week to interrupt publw 
InttiiiMMi. TheBe crowds w#re of women w*bo nortnaUy 

IMM tbeir livelihood by husking? paddy. They were supported by 
j^ontbs mostly of the lal>ouring clasees, mainly ^HHiple who depend 
itt nfrricttltural labour for subsistence. Tlu*iie {MMiple were orifHoised 
into parties and gangs to murch to the police-station and Iniit (be 
nnibrtunate 9ub-inspe(‘tor, interrupt his w'ork. and, if jMkssible, take 
iWMWsion of his building. In all the^e rune^, nututully, the otlicer 
in charge of the building had to take step to prote<t himself. He 
bad to protw’t the tiovernment pmj>erfy in his charge. He had 
to preserve his re<'<irtl**. ami he had to continue to <)is<diarge his 
normal duties in aciordum'e with the responsibility phned on him, and 
if these crowds had to be dispersml, it would surely have bt*<»n unreason- 
able to hold the offi(‘er in charge re.sponsible for it. The pimple really 
fesponsible for such a ^tatc of affair^ are those endow oil w ith hrains who 
inaiigate from behind unfortunate youths and thereby create a 

state of disorder and disturbance in the f'ountry which will biing the 
Administration to a standstill. 


Now, Sir, even the wtirk of the civil courts has bcHJfl interfered 
wIHi. Women and bo\s have fuideavoured to enter the eivil court 
buildings to interrupt tht‘ munsif at his work. They havf» lieen acting 
as unfortunate t(M»ls of more clever brains They are aiding under the 
instigation of a lurg<« numlier of agitators and so-falleil volunteers who 
are wandering alniut in West Ikmgal distriets in order to instigate Inw- 
leesness and u spirit of civil disobedience. 


p.iii. 

Sir, a statement has bei-n inafle to-day of various ineidonts that 
occurred in connection with the jM»stiiig <ff punitive jsdiee in certain 
parts of Midnajmre, I can only say that until very recently, I held the 
post of the Commissioner of the Hurdwiiit Division, [hiring the past 
year 1 have visited both the Tumluk and Contai subdivisions and I bail 
been several times in Kidnapore itself. Tn all thos4« places 1 ha\'e talked 
with many local villagers and on m> oecasioii have I ever hail any com- 
plaiiits of the character which have l>eeit made in this House to-day. 
€ would further point out that instances of this kind could ne%’er 

; Mr. tHANTI tHIKHAIIEtWAII RAYs May 1 inquire 
Wire there in October laalJ^ 

' Mr# Cm P» H0CO S No, Sir, I am speaking of the Itnte when I was 
ua Bnrdwan Division — till the 27th of Ck>tober, 1 should like to make 
ii dear to the House that officers bolding the post of CommisAoners 



aniiS. {2^ 

gft very r^gulaj* I’eportu of everjihing tK*t if happeiiiiig in «ieh 
mrnry dintrict and the diitrict officer has a large number of aouroaa of 
iitlormatiou. It is not only his own personal knowledge. The districi 
(^cers are touring regularly. It is within my knowledge that th# 
district officer of Midnapore has recently been in Nandigrlm. He wont 
there himself and visited a number of villages where these punitim 
police are posted and during the course of his tour he had no complaint 
of the kind to which reference has been made. It may be urged— 

Mr« P« BANERdlS Did he hear appeals from the pec^le of the 
village ? * 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order. Order. You cannot rise unleai 
Mr. Hogg gives way. 


Mr. C. P. HOGG: I was saying, when I w'as interrupted, that the 
district officer hud been, to my knowledge, in these areas in recent 
months and from the reports which I had in writing and verhally I can 
safely say w’ith full confidence that no complaint.^ of the charactor 
mentioned w*ere brought to his notice. May I point out that if these 
irregularities, if these crimes, were being eommitted by the police, it 
would have happened during the whole }H*ri(Ml or at least a considerable 
part of the period when these police wrcre there? It is hardly credible 
that this offence could happen only in the last wet»k of Octolier. There 
would certainly have been an outcry against crime or violence on the 
part of polii’e posttnl there, whereas up to the date I left the division 
they were |H*rfetHly p«utceful and quiet. It is impossible, I submit to 
the House, to accept any sueh I'harges at the last moment based on 
instances which are supposed to have taken plme during the last few 
weeks, and regarding which the members of (Jovernment or (lovem- 
meut officers Imve no upimrtunity of making an inquiry. It is unreason- 
able and unfair. I would further remind the House that it is. the 
bcmnden duty of (loveriiment officers everywhere to carry out the law 
and to see whether administrative functions are carried out in IIm 
manner presiriWd by law. ^ 

One of the primary functions of collecting panchayeU is to 
chaukidari tax. In Midnapore we have had a state of aiairs in widbll " 
number of people have set themselves to the talk of uii# 
mining and frustfwting the work of tbe collecting puncfutyets. In 
circumstances it was only right and natural that the eubdiviaionil^ 
officer, the deputy magistrates and others should make it their diatf In 
niliai the poachaysti in collecting chiukidnri tax. Many viUngoto Ig 
and Cemtai tubdivitions were induced to ndopi the potkp^ 
iiAii.nameiit of taxea nad the coUectinff had to experi«stei 
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ffwii 4i0i«iihi«i in ^UtcliafgtBg'flliftir 4iiti«fi ; tciiiMi of Ihm wt^m 
mmm of ikon wm Mhtimd anil inraitad. Tii«re wm aoma cOMt it 
and in one caae the booae of an unfortunate roUeotitif 
ptmehajffl waa burnt for diacharging tlie duty of a public oitisan. 


^ Mr. P. MNEIIdl! One instance, please. 


lira Ga Pa NOCCt J Will ({uoto 006 instauce. 1 Hhall get the name 
of the village pam^hajfrt and give it to the bou*ble meiiilier. Tha 
diiirict officer went out to this area, Nandigram, some abort 

time ago, he visited a iiumlier of tKetie villages and found that a number 
of houses had been vacateil in order to evade the payment of taxes. A 
large number of villagers in that area udoptiMl this devic'e of leaving 
their houses in order to avoul payment of taxes to the ridlerting 
fNsiac/ioget 

(Here the memWr having hed his time-limit resuniHl his seat.) 


Mr. d. M. GUPTA: la rising to speak on this Bill 1 vary fully 
raaliae the heavy ree{K>iisil)ilitv laid on memlM^rs of this House and 
particularly on me. who had had the gcaul fortune of l>eing connected 
with (he preservation of law and order for prtdiably a much longer 
period than most members of Ooverumeiit. Yet, although 1 have con* 
siderahle hesitation in supp<irt in g meiiil»ers on this side of the House, 
who have pleudcHl for some tune and for a fuller consideration as to 
whether the re<|uirements of the case justify a measure of this nature, 

1 feel my conscience is clear. 

Before I make any observatum I congratulate the Kon'lde the Hama 
Ifember on the very lucid and clear exposition tif the Oovernment 
cane with which he has presented the Bill. There is no difference of 
opinion lietween the offii'ers on the other side and us ns t<i the necessity 
of doing evMythiog in our power to suppress all sources of disruption 
and disorder, but there is unfortunately a considerable difference of 
opinion as regards the means which is to be adopted and which accord* 

IPG ^ i^dgmeni will best serve our purpose. On a previous 
niiiiioii 1 had to obaerve that perhaps we were comMsntrating too much 
on oaarcive reeonroee and not resorting to other measures which art 
aqiilly neoeaaary if onr efforts are to meet with permanent succeas. It 
in Ipi necessary for me to repent what I said on that occasion. On^tEMT^ 
pfleimt occasion what we have to consider is whether (his Bill is 
npnnarj for the purpose of suppressing the civil disobedience move* 
flUni in Bengal mad whether the civil disobedience movment at the 
tune is of each n nntnre nnd of sitch proportion ns to tequiie 
l£.WD of this nsittie. Mr. Prenltee thinks that it is neemaiy 
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to have thiM Bill and that ordinary law is insufficient to grapple with 
the situation. He goes further. Not only in his opinion is the Bill 
necessary but he thinks that the public will support a Bill of this 
nature. 

Th# Hon'IMe Mfi W, D. R. PRENTICE: 1 said some public opinion 
and not all. 


Mr. J. N. GUPTA: l^t UH hope that the “some public opinion*’ 
which he has lefen-ed to is pul)lic opinion to whirl^ we can all subscribe, 

(At fj-dO p.ni. the (^>uiicil was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 5-40 p.m.) 


Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I was referring to that portion of the Hon’ble 
Member’s speech in which he wud that he Wlieved that a very 
substantial portion of public opinion in this province was in favour 
of this Bill. 1 will not dispute that statement, but I would like to 
draw his attention to the speech made by* Mr. Boddar. Mr. Poddar 
is a zamtudar and is a man who is interested in a very large Imsinesa 
concern. If there is any person who should l>e able to speak with 
authority about the measures which (fovernmeut pn>pose to take against 
the civil disobedieiu'e movement, he is a person like Mr. Poddar. 
Mr. Prentice did us the honour of saying that so far as co-operating 
public opinion is concerned the meinWrs on this side of the House 
could speak for them. Here is Mr. Poddar who said that although he 
has suffered a giKul deal from the evils of this movement yet he does 
not consider that any measure passed in the t«Hdh of public opposition 
will achieve the objet t which this measure is devised to attain. I would 
very respei t fully draw Mr. Prentice’s attention to the opinion expressed 
by Mr, Poddar ns 1 think it is entitled to great weight. 

Now, Sir, I would go at once to the question of the necessity of this 
measure. Many members on this side of the House l>eliev« that 
although the civil disolie<iience movement, especially at the lieginuing, 
was a serious menace to the province yet it never assumed the same 
proportions in Bengal as in other parts of India, but now the moTement 
is said to have really died down. So in considering this Bill we must 
keep these facts in view, namely, that it was never a very serious evil in 
"UeElral like teimiism, for instance, and even though it was certainly an 
evil of some magnitude before, it may be considered negligible now. 
The Honn>le Mr. Prentice has said that Oovemment have been comped- 
led to take up the challenge which has been thrown at them. This Is 
a poipt which has been discussed all over the country and 1 will not 
dilate on that question in this House, hut I would say that in a nomtian 
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HW Oomnment ought to rtio ohoro all iioiitiiiioiii« of taking n{> a 
oluill«iigo or of doing anything ju«t for upholding thoir praatig#. I 
nmat tonphatioaily -oiy (hat in Hangul at laa«*( lha jwliVy of detaining in 
jail man, aimjily laMiiuM* they Mong to a party whirh at one time hold 
eivil di!*ol>edienee to Ih" » Ijiof wea|aifi and who even now have not in 
given up that weapon, ij* doing a great deni 4»f harm, I would 
like to fHiint out that to (ontinue t<» keep c(tii6ned in jail indefinitely 
without trial men who held that opinion is» not fair. My friend 
Dr. Xareah Chandra San (iupta Ion* wiidi (hat he ladievunl that hy taking 
tueaxuree like (h.^ we were doing all that we 4‘<»uld to help terrttriam. 
We uli»o Iwdieve thaetei n>riMfn in inertHoiirig in Bengal. laM auxi* (erroriitn 
and the eivil dij«da*dien«*e inoveinent are laMiig tndixrriminately mixed 
up and men of the imwiIioii of Mr. .1, M. Sen (iuptu are Iteiug kepi in 
confiiiemenf , agailt^( whom no shadow of xuxpieion ever exixteil of bin 
part iri pat ifui in the terrorjnt riutvement and who is held in great eeteem 
by all elaHHox of |MHifde, ‘^imf»l\ on the ground that he is jaitentially a 
I’ivil (liwihedienee mover. 1 aouhl alxo v«‘ry emphutieally eay that hy 
ket»piiig men like Mr Sen (hij»ta in jail, Ooveriiment i* very eeriouidy 
handieapptng u<* in organt''injr puldii opinion to fight terr(»ri)»m and all 
other disruptive fonon in The t ouutrv: that is a very signal diitiidvant- 
age to whj( h f draw (he attention iif the (biveninient . (H eourae the 
Hon'lde Mr. Prentin* munt nuihse that if extraordiiiuiv |a>werx are 
given to the police and suliordiiiate ofheerH, no matter Imw xtriet we are, 
cases of the nature to wliieh a refeieine has la^eii made h\ my friend on 
the left must occur. I do not hov that all (he iiixinnces he has ({uoted 
are true. Fn>m my t»wn experience I know that the outwide public 
are apt to exaggerate and even to distort facts in such cases. Hut on 
the other hand having had very large experience ns an exer-utive officer 
1 must point out that because certain informations have not reaclml 
the officials it is not to la* argued that such cmiipluinte are incsrrriHrt 
or the facts on which they aie sup|Kised to Im* baserl are inrorrei^t. It ia 
the experience of every officer who has movf*d in the districts as exttn* 
iiveiy as I have or the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice or Mr. llogg have that 
many cajies of real great hardship never reach our ears. Hut judging 
from the fact that these jmwers are to l>e entrusted Ut low paid servanta 
who are o^ien to all kinds of temptation, it is only natural that they 
may be Iwi to excesses and, therefore, (he less we arm them with powem 
of this nature, the I»e1ter Although I am prepared to lend tinqttalifiefi 
iopport to measures dealing with terrorism, 1 reserve ray judgment on 
the taking of surh extraordinary powers a* are prop4»se<l in this 
ighiing civil dlsofiedience in Bengal. The Hon ’hie Mr. Preiitic# has 
atid that it is not only for the present flovemroerit that he is fighting 
hot a1sf» for the flovemment of the future. If the Oovernitietti of 
the future is to \m plai-ed in the hands of gentlemen who will hold 
Tteam titniiar to thoae held on ibis side of the House, 1 thtifk you 
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eaw take it fmra me that your labours on behalf of that future Oorem* 
ment will not at all be appreciated. I would therefore strongly urge 
that great caution and a very careful examination of all the facta of 
the (HHe will Ije necessary before the Government and the Hon'ble 
Memlier proceed with this Bill. ^ 

Bibll ilATINORA NATH BASUs Mr. President, Sir, in considering 
this mettMTire we should not lose sight of one important fact. The Kind 
of public ifiovetueiit which this measure is intended to deal with has Wu 
in existence lor over quarter of a century and Government has passed 
measure after measure commencing from 1908 onwards. Those measures 
have heen passed !»> the legislature in some t-ases in spite of opposition. 
Wliat Ims been the result? Those of us wdio lived in days when there wua 
not this movement, on the one hand, nor this particular kind of legisla- 
tion on the other, know and feel that this particular kind of movement 
in spite of special measures has spread wider and gone deeper. Every 
one feels and knows it. Have these measures at all succeeded? I do 
not for one moment minimise the difficulties of Government but the 
weapon with which they want to deal with this kind of trouble is pro- 
bably not the proi>er wea|H)n with which to achieve the object in view. 

T Mieve the entire oiientation should l)e diffiuent. It retjuires a much 
bi-oader slutesnianship than small iiieusuies like this to deal with the 
situation. I am almost iiudiiied to say that this kind of legislation 
is mere tinkering. It shows want of a broad outlcKik over the past. 
If the kind of ludil stutesmunsbip that guided Lird Canning in the 
days of the Se|>oy Mutiny and in the days that followed immediately 
thereafter and whi< h consolidated go«»d feelings on which British and 
Indian tnide nourished for nearly half a century, if that spirit guided 
Ihe Government of the present day the result would have been different. 
But I find to-day there in a different kind of spirit. Small measures 
are bmught forwunl tf» deal with tix»ubles instead of attempts lieing 
made to grasp at the real iniMhief. Ther«*fore I cannot lend my 
sup]>ori to this meaMure. 

Df* AMULYA NATAN CHOSE; Mr, PreMdent, Sir, I rise to oppose 
this Bill. By d<ili.g so I would first say that public opinion is well 
known to the Goveiiiiiient, probably of a very small section of the people 
and that section « ertainly is the official section which is very much bent 
upon having a legislation like this. Sir, the public do not want this sort 
«1 dra.stic laws for the checking of tliis movement. Wliat the public 
want and we ha^e said times without nuuilier is that the muses of sucb 
fft'Olcments have got to l>e emdirateii and unless these are tackled properly 
the movemetit will mit gti. Uepresiiioti or any strong policy on the part 
of Govern tuent may for the time lieing do tw) and lead {leople to think 
that the luovemeut has died down but in fa<‘t in stead of non-vieleiiLi 
and harmless movement much graver and serious things are hopponiiig, 
the rAt cause of th»' terrorist movement in Bengal is nothing but the 
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of «nich BfUii. Sir, if w« mm^itibor ari(rlil^ tli* statoiiiotita 
hj somt of ih^ t^rroritiK in tbf law courU ahow that tbo almitir 
moMum and reptt^ive law« Kara drivan the paoplo to taka to tairorift 
aotiviiira. Sir, this is a matter for daep thinkiuir whMhar tba tnova* 
mant whieh h non-riolant in character and action should W put down 
by violent measures adopted by the (lovemment. 

6 p.m. 

Sir, the Itou'ble ifotne MemWr has said that a rhallenfre has been 
thrown c-ut to ttie JlJoverntiient and (loverimient has acrepted that 
rhallenfre. Much heroics was shown when he said this. But I do not 
really uoderstanil how a challenge could be thrown out by the people 
against a powerful (fovcrnmenl and I cannot understand how such 
measures can produce any gcHwl effec t up<m these non-violent people. A 
challenge, As far as 1 know, tan only Iw thrown out by people who are 
e(]ual]y powerful ami (Uih to those who are strong enough to accept (Itat 
challenge. 1 do not understaiHi hi>w a cltalletige could he thrown out 
by a set of ioleiit |uM>ple uf the rouiitry who carry on their policy 
by non-violent niwiiis — a ha pui^ue thcii ac tivities h\ ineans of ptirsuasion 
and eiitieuties — retiuesting the [xHjple at large to do ccrUiin things and 
not to do rertain thing*^ H that is theit luetloHl I do not know how 
they <nn throw out any « halleiige to the mighty British (iovernineut. 

Sir, tt hnikH iidi(ul(m'< in the eyes <»f the pf*ople that to fight i»ui 
a movement like this tl»e mighty British <to\einment think that they 
should accept a challenge thrown out by the non-violent pwiple, who 
have not any other weajwm than pursuasioii — who have not got any other 
weapon to attain their object than sufTeiiiig and tourtiiig imprisonment 
~wfio even do iio( rale to defend thencodves in law courts, and who do 
not think it ne<essar\ on then part to evpiess their grievances and coin- 
plaints to the officer* of (ifjvernment. It is (crtainlv lidiiulous if, in 
dealing with sucli u movement the mighty < lover iiineni enact thesa 
t*epret!uiive ineusuies; moieover, the way in whii It iIicm* measures are 
carried into ef!e< t hv the ttlinei> of tloverniiient i* inoie ridiculous. 
Imagine for a moment the ^pectar le in the ntrects I hut us soon as a group 
of 4 or 5 or 0 weak an<l lean young men tMiiiie of them shouting s^ime 
skiganH and laiiiie earning ii national flag are seen on the streets a con- 
itngent of police numl»ering no less than 20 or 25 run after them to 
take them to the thaiiu! Kven if they are askeil hy a sitigla |adic« 
constable to at'cnnipany him t4» the fadici».slatioii (hey will quietly follow ^ 
him: is not it a fidiciiloiin eihibition of nersousiiess to employ so lhatjy 
poih'emen for urrewtiiig fea Ijoys? Tlii-» has Wn their practice and is 
itill their pnwtice. It really look* ridiculous in the eyes of the people 
who really l»elieve in byave aits, to treat them in (his way! Then, 
Sir, (he way in which the police and the officers of (fovermnent^try to 
•top this movement is more objectionable than the law itself. 
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lu the Howrah municipal office building there was a national flag 
on the top flying for a very' long time. At first nobody took any notice 
of its presence. But some time after the ordinances were put into action 
some policemen got inside the building: they found the building locked 
up, HO what they did was to remove by some means the Wire-netting by 
the side of the stain^se of the building and thus got in and removed 
the flag from the roof thereof. Then there were cases of non-violent 
young men and girls being beaten seriously by the police, so much »o, 
that they hud to he removed to the liospital for y-eatment. Their limbs 
were injured even for saying liitudemntarfim. These things tell seriously 
upon the minds not only of those people who actually take iwirt in this 
noii-vicdenl movement but even upcm thc»se who are not at all interested 
in Ifiis movement when boys are mercilessly heuteii by the police. 

Sir, when my friend Mr. Bairerji was making certain allegations he 
was met In volleys of ((uestions and one of them was whetljer any com- 
plaints Irad heeii made to the superior officers with regard to them. Sir, 
it is common knowledge that when a man is so treated hy an offic'er of 
Ooveriimeiit and goe-* to lodge a eornplaint ugairrHt hnn to his sujierior 
officer he is diivcui curt and inont shahbily tri^ileti which means adding 
insult to injury, that is why the people thr mtt thirrk it worth their while 
to go to the sirpeiicir olfieeis and lodge a eornplaiiil. Moreover, it is not 
pcrssilde tor an ordiiiuiy ^i^age folk to muster couiuge t<» go to the 
mighty Divisional (’ornmissioiiei or the Distric t Magisit'ate with certain 
(omjrbiints against his subordinate officers. '1 hi*se, Sir, are all 
practical sides of the thing. Then, Sir, aec'ording to (fovernment 
itself the weapon i*" not very desiiahle either*, as will l>e seen from 
the Statement of (tlijects and Reasons. If that is the ca»e and if, 
as is now* held hy (Government itself, the civil disolxslienc’e movement 
has fx^n c hec ked and killed, and if it is on its last legs, I do not eee 
any rcHiHon for (he enuctment of this Bill. If it is dead and gone what 
is tire nec'essity of flogging a dead horse Tiet it remain m it is: what 
is the* use of reviving n law which has alicxidy clone its work and when 
Oovernment itarlf is not sc» insistent on retaining such a weapon for the 
maintennni'e of law and order us it did before^ Sir, with thecie words 
1 trppose the Bill. 

Nowib MUSHARRUF HOtSAIN, Khan Bahaihir: 1 have heard 
with [Mitience the speeches that have been delivered on both sides of the 
House — Inith by (he <»ffici«ls and (he non-offic i«ls The House knows that 
as w*e are concerned we can view these things dis|iassiooAtely. But 
on the whole, so (nr (he only discordant speech has (time from my Irioad 
Mr. I*. Banerji, and the rest had to tell only one tale. The purport of 
practically all the speeches was: why have a Bill like this when you 
could strike at the root of the whole thing by making peace with the 
Congfessl^ Thai is proliably (he purjioti of the *|ieerhes that have bera 
delivered on this si^ of the House. It may be that wh«i they were 
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they w«r« noC able to exprem ibemn^ecM properly aad they may 
parliap* have uieaai to eonceal their ntiaihi. But eo tur ae I uadaiivtand^ 
if paaee i« eoiiKht it can l>e \md for the mere aiikin<r. Now. the qoeutiott 
ia : Who i* to ask for this» iieace — whether the victor# or the vatitiiiiihecif 
I, on my owif part, would luiwevcr ask the victors to ask for thia peace, 
for that would he very fair. I do not think that the |H»licy tliai is now 
beinjyr pursuwl by the (tovernment of India lan be supported by any 
ri^rhMhinkinK man. If peace can l>e obtained, why not have U? Why 
do you simply wavste )^our eiierj^iry and remmrces uiid ccuitinue the hfrht 
when, to all intents and purposes it has already !»f»eii wonJ* I think I 
am ri|fht in expresmp^ this fcHdiiijj. I nfortuimtely the real ret>resenta* 
tives of the ( cm^yrres*^ are not in this House hut there are munv of (heir 
sympathisers here. If I hih wroiij;’ 1 may 1 m* told that 1 uin a'ron|f in my 
estimate of the state of uftuirH, Let us now shake hands and establish 
peace in the country What harm is there if tlwit is doney Why do 
you say that unless the other part\ sues for iHMice. a’e are not ^^oinji; to 
ask for iiy On the other hand. I a'ould rather sav that this is nothiufr 
but a matter (»f sentiiitent. Why shoubl, in hucIi bij; aflairs, sentiment 
be allow'ed to play its part?' We, who are mere onlcMckers. know it full 
Weil that prac'tic'oll V the war aith tlie Ooverninent is over, that we are 
all now loii^iiij; |<*r peac e, and timt we want it as rntrly as possible. If 
we had come tct a rompioiuise bv this time, and if the )Ioti‘ble 
Mr. Prentice hud acc‘e[)ted it, tlien there would have Iceeii an end of all 
these troubles, and the necessitv for briiijprinfr forward tliis Bill would 
have disappc*ared lon^f uyro. 

Sir, I must say tfiat (his Bill is an off-ikhcuit of the c ivil dixsilterlieuce 
xnoveiiieitt. As the civil diMibeciieric'e movemetit i« now practically dead, 
let us now make peace. 1 think it would be most honourable for 
Mr, (iandhi ami others of hts party to sny so, hut this has not lM»en dona 
by the (‘onjfress. I sufr^rest. as an oiilcmket from outside, (hut us tha 
war is over, it behoves the (’oiijrress to seek |»eace. I/et us come to soma 
understaiidin;? and have |>eace in (he c ountry. 

Msilivi ABUI* ICASCMs I have listened, Sir, with attention and 
iatacasl to the admirable sjieec h of my friend. Dr. Xaresh Chandm San 
Qttpta, and, I hope. Sir, the Treasury Benches have heard it with profit 
aa well. Sir. I ajrree with him when he said just now that tha metbcMls 
adopted by Government have not f>een very successful for the ptirfK»sa 
of tba eradication of the evil, in spite of the fact that for some lima 
paai wa have jfiven the Government such imwers as they demanded, and . 
wbat ia mora important, wa have given tbam as much money as they 
wiatid for this purpcm. But. with what reaull F The metbods adopted 
by Government and the steps taken by them liave been only partially 
mxMifol. U may, to aosne exteol, bava suppresaad the outward exprea* 
■icm of the revolutionary movement, but it has so long failed to 
iimdkate the evil and to root it out. But, Sir, in spite of the tamarks 
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to the contrary of my frienda on my right (refers to the oppoaitioaiata), 

I am definitely of opinion that the time has not yet come, when we 
ran, with a sense of safety, reject this Government measure. I shall, 
therefore, supimrt it, 

* 

•Sir, it appears to me that my friends on my right as well as my friends 
on my left are Iw^tb equally anxious that the civil disobedience move- 
ment should be called off, and I, for the matter of that, make no dis- 
tinction between it and it« other (df^lioot, the revolutionaiy' move- 
ment. So fur an the civil d^sfjbedience mo^ment, terrorism, or 
anurchihin — in whatever lorm they have manif,*sfed themselves — 
are ('oncerned, they have created a ■>enHe of insei^^irity in the public 
niiml ill this proviioe. Grdinaiy business is interfered with everit*- 
where. We have heard a gient deal from my friends about tlie non- 
vi<d«‘rit methods adopted by (hmgress^ but lliese non-violent methods 
eonsiwt mainly of intiiiii<lution and terror. sm in the laivl. Sir, to 
speak out honestly, the Penal (^Jde and the other enactments of 
Government have, to s(»me extent, interfer<‘d with oui liberty; but 
terrorism has pruetieally suppressed the expression of public opinion 
in this (‘(uinliy. Sir, cm the one hand, there are Ordinances and 
other measuies of Go\erniiienl whi« h, fio doubt, are charm terised as 
lawless laws, and <»n the other hand, there are ille>;al for«a*s and threats, 
which also interferi* with (he lila*rly of the peojde. We have b<H*n told 
that our friends only pmetise peaceful persuasion in eertain matters, but 
those, who know the facts and have ]»ersonal experierue, must agree 
with me that the form this piiaceful persuasion takes i^ not til all peiif'efu! 
but violent. My esteemed fii-md, Mi. 11. P. (‘hatterjee. a lawyer 
as be is, has summed up all out grievames. In his opinion, thi* 
transfer tif law uad ortler tt» the pi*o[de would bniiir back the normal 
situation ; hu( in iny opinion, and tliut opinion, ] think, issharerl by many 
of my countrymen, terrorism, anarchism, and (i%il d isobed ieme, all 
these movements are curried on by persons who, I submit, are not at all 
interested in the peaceful advancement of the tMOintry. Tlieir object 
ia to cHHite disturbance and chaos in the lamf. U b\ the (ransferenoe 
of power to the legiilature there is j>encc and contentment in the landi 
then Othello’s occupation is gone, lint, at the same time, ] submit, 
8ir, Government have had ample opfiortunity to suppress this move- 
inent, and their failure to do so shows (heir incompetente to goveni. 
I am afraid. Sir, the Government is Imnkrupt of statesmanship. If 
they cannot find the proper means of bringing aiwut peace and orderli* 
^eas in the land and to remove disorder and lawlessness, they have 
no justification wkalaoever for their existence. Rir, the reason why 
the British Government was popular in this country, is that they 
established (wac^ and brought prosperity in the land. If that peace it 
dbturhed« and if (hremmmt is not able to cope with diarupUva 
ahmei^e-— I am not talking about war and challenges and connlar* 
chatleag«*~-4f, as an ordinary ‘eitiaen, my liberty is interfered with, il 
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I lUH mi fJlowed to have irtm »p^h am! do I !ik» to, tf ! am 
interfiirod with in every affair of mine, if 1 find that buiinm i« at a 
atandalill, and Government are not iakin’.r any notice of theee ihin|^. 

I mu«t »ay that Government have lo^^t all jiHtification for their 
exiwtence, • 

Sir, the a^rriewltiiral population of thia province who. to speak the 
honeat irtiih, are the produce!^ of wealth and the payrna^tere of (he 
Treasury Itenches, are in a nnserahle plifrht. There is almost a famine 
in the land in spite of filcnty of produce and of protw tion from intimiila- 
tion, and all that. It h ho. hecause our trade nnd commerce is alwMdutely 
at n Htandstill. Thcrefoic, Sir. I think that the (Joverniiient owe# it 
to itself and owes it to the ptihltc ut larjre. t<» ijive un explanation a# to 
why they have failed. 

Sir. the thiiif? in that iImoc is a n*volulionai \ movement in the 
land; at an\ rate, I make lu*hi t«» say, enjriiieered hy interested periMms, 
he<'auM» 1 «onnot believe that |Nitriot# itm come forwanl wh»> have an 
honest faith in the metho<b that have been adopted by them for the 
attainment of independern e or Helf-^overiiment. With reirard to 
Mr. (’haltcrjee’s odvi( e toy he Tn^sury Hem he.s to tran.nfer law' and order 
to a jmpiilar Mitiiister, I jmt\ < jte the example of the Iri«h Free State. 
There, teriorinm ami tfm anareliHt movement dtd not CiHiHe witli the 
trainifeieme <*f power to the Fre‘ State, b\it it t'eaned when lh.» Free 
Stale actualiy took stepn to .stoji it. What these meuHtires were, everylmdy 
in this Hrmse knows. I think, Srr, that that is the only metloMl which 
Mr. (’hutterjee, as the Fnmc Minister of Heiijntl, wroulil have to adopt for 
the eradiration of anarch ism after attaining e#»lf-governmenl, 

Hef(»re I sit down, Sir, I should like to make one more remark on the 
aiMfccli of my friend Mr. I*. Haiierji. He has made rertain allegationa 
•gwinsi officials. 1 have nothing to do with that, bcf^iise 1 know the 
officiutit are strong enough to dcfeml thenmdvc#. Hut in regard Uy ona 
particular ftiw* he said that Mr. Uichurd.Hon, the Suhdivisional Gfficier of 
Tamliik. ia*t fire to a hut. 1 have lH>en to the interioi of Tamluk vary 
racatitly, and 1 met some of the batii people Imth at Tamluk and in the 
interior tract# of the subdivision, and the story f wa# told of the incident 
waa that, no doubt, certain police officer# ond Mr. Hir harditon went to a 
particular village, and it was also true (hat a house was net fir« to~Hi 
portion of a hut, call it a cow««»hed or a kitchen — 1 do not know what it 
waa, wan net fire to — either by the pickelem or hy Home [leuple in tb# 
aaighbourhood of the householder ronctirned, in order to make up a oaaa « 
againai the officers of Government. I am sorry, Sir 

Mr. P. BANEMIt May I offer a personal explanation, HirP I 
naetr aatd that Mr. Hichardiion set fire to the house, but wbat I said waa 
tbal Mr. Riebardsem was present at tbe place when the bouse was iii 

irtK 
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Millhrl ABUL KAiEM: Mr. Richardson is a very younir md 
one of the few British officials in the province who can venture to go 
through the interior of this flubdivision which is a hotbed of revolutionary 
movement, and I think it was wrong on the jiart of my friend to make 
such allegutious against that gentleman. 

I support Government in their motion for refening the Bill to a 
Select Committee, and I hope and trust that Government will with- 
draw all these lawless laws ns early as iKJHsible and take effective 
measures in the meantime to deal with all re^)lutionarv movemants 
in the province, and thus allow the people to carry on their normal 
avcK’ations peacefully and with<»ut interference eiljier by Government 
or by the OrngresH. 

Mr. R. N. REID: I may be biased, though after Mr. (’hatterjee’s 
kindly reference to the spiritual and inonil adaptability ofdhe Indian 
Civil Service, I am inclined to think that I luiglit plead not guilty to 
that charge, but 1 feel that after listening to tlu* spceclies to-day, one 
gets an impression that though iiiuiiy of these sj»eeclies were directed 
against the principles of this Bill, yet there was a gieat deal in them 
which iiidicfited, to my mind, very cleanly that there was a real nn essity 
for this Bill. 

6-1 Ti p.m, 

We have for instance the authority of no less an individual than 
Mr. Banerji himself, that civil disobedience is fl(jurishing and is ram- 
pant in the Midnupore district. If that is the position in the present 
day is the (b)vernment not justified in taking reiourse to this measure 
to deal not only with u possible rei'rudesceiice of civil disol>edience but 
with a movement that is in existence already — a# Mr. Banerji has 
pointed out civil di sidled ience is Hoiirishing. and is rampant in that 
diatricty While I am dealing w'ith Mr. Banerji I should like to add 
my protest, against the allegations which were made by him in this 
House 1»>-tlay. Thoee allegatitms, I hold, are grossly unfair. An haa 
boon said already, these allegations are made against officers who art 
not in a (KMition to defend UtemHelves and are utfeml at a time when 
Government, owing to a prtK'wlure Mr. Banerji has adopted, are not in 
a position to refute them hy chapter and verse. 1 nui}^ add that yeiteiv 
day the luemlier who has made these allegations came to me and in* 
^formed me that these statements had Iteeu made against certain officers. 
1 aaid if he wuukl j:ive me the dales and names of the places and other 
infoitiiatiun whirh he said he was prepare<] to give I would certainly 
••• that inquiries were made. Instead of waiting for the inqttiiy^~- 

lANSRIli That was with reference to the odjoiuniaenl 
nmtion and hod nothing to do with this Bill. 



GOVERNMENT BIIU. 


m 

Mr* II* N* RBIO: 1 ihtA tb^i ia m ditiiiictioti witboui • 

dif«f<»iice. The aUegAtiou wait there and it ntakea no difference whatever 
that there was some {xi^ihility of a motion being made for adjoitmnitni 
ol the Houee. 

Mr. iHANTt IHCKHAREiWAR RAY: le (ho Hoii'Mo Member 
entitled to make any reference (o a personal inter view in hia office F 

Mr. RREiiDENT.\ There iH nbNolutely no harm in hie doing »o. 
The point that Mr. Held wa.** trying to make out wiih that in epite of the 
fact that he aAAureti t^e member that he would make inquiries, he thought 
it fit not to wait and make thene ullegatioiirt. 

Mr. R. N. REID: My point in that (he pn wed lire adoptetl by tha 
memWr wuh not reasonable and not fair. }te>ond that 1 have nothing 
further to nay. I leave it to tlie sense of the 

As has been {Miinted out on two or tliriM' (wniMons this ofternoon (ha 
memlwr takes tl»e responsibility for everything he snvs but that respon* 
eibility does not i^rry with it any liiibilitv whatever. Some indication 
of the value of at least oift* of these aliegtitioiis is to be found in (ha 
speech of Muulvi Abul Ka.sem. 

Mr. B. (V (’hutterjee trieil to make our flesh cre<q» with his conception 
of the genesis of this Bill. 

^ Mr. PREflOENT: Mr. ('hat(erj«*e, why are you scratching your 
headP 

Mr. R. N. REID: IVrhaps he was attempting to make cmr hair 
stand on .*tul. He reaci into the inlrctcluc tion c»f this Bill u deep Mac'hia* 
Ttllian plot of I lie Home (ioverninent and he said this Bill was tha 
harbinger of evil. Anyhow bis iclea was that the so-called reforms which 
will be worked out at the final Hound Table ('onfereni’e w ill be wortbleiia 
and there is going to Iw a disapfHiintment in India, so (fovernmeut mttiil 
ba prepared with fresh repressive measures in order to meet the disappoint* 
maat in the ccmntry, and (he action of those who will no doubt expreai 
thair diaappoiiitment in an unrcinstitutional way. Ho far oa thia 
OoTemmctti is c'oncerned there is no foundation whatsoever for hia 
forobodtiig. 

Mr. i. 0. DNATTERdSSs Can the Hon'ble Member give o« an 
•amratiee (hat we are going to get real reforms}^ 

Mr. R. ML REID: lie very well kniiwe that 1 am not in a poatimn 
In mj that* We were treated to a csoneidembie do«a of Gr* Nai^ Saa 
Gi^la*a ttiiial defealiat eloqnenee. fie eaid all oar meavarae wem aealnli 
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ond had failed and he asked us to try some other way. As usual that 
**other way” has not been explained. Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, 
I think, must be one of the sort of men who would go for a walk in some 
jungly fdace, possibly with his gun, and supposing be met some wild 
animal he would not attempt to destroy it in order to aave himself but he 
would say ”No, if I attempt to harm this dangerous animal, it may irri- 
tate him, it may cause him to lose its temper” and so he would take no 
measures to save himself, yet the chances are that he would lose his 
own life. That is the advice he would give Oqs’ernment and I submit 
that no Government, whether it is the aut/xTatic government that Mr. 
It. (’. (’hatterjee would have us believe exists to>day, or the democratic 
Government of the future can aerept. As has beeii pointed out befori 
if tliis Hill is passed it will be a legislation not merely for the present 
but for the future goveinment too. If, as ho many hope and as so 
many of us in this House apparently believe, the transfer of sjiibjects from 
Government to the hands (d the elected people results in a millennium 
then riol>ody would be more pleased than Government itself and these 
repressive laws would be merely a dead-letter. As things stand at 
present special emergencies recpiire ns to have spH'ial pf)wcrs. There 
is no <piestion about this. This Hill is intended tr> be a precautionary 
measure. KvervUuly in this House has no doubt read th«* Preamble 
of the Hill and the tirst clause wliich make the irdcfition of Government 
perfectly clear. 

Mr. Thotupson has calleil this Hill “a mouse’’. I am not going to 
defend this Hill on the score of its smallness or weakness or anything 
of that sort. It is small— and if it had been a big one, I think, 
Mr. Thompson would have been the first to complain that the length of 
the Hill was prolonging the proceedings of the session — it is small 
{Mirtly be<ause the Government of India, as we ell know, are legislating 
on a greet many subjects which find a place in the existing Ordinancei 
and, swondly, Wuuse Government dwideil to inc!\»de in this Hill the 
minimum power that is (onsidered nwessary to desH with the possible 
evil of civil disobedience or other such subversive movement. It is a 
Bill that, I think, m<*ets the case and it contains in it as mm h as is needed 
to m<*et any possible contingency thot is contemplated. 

One other small point before I sit down. Dr. Ghose of Howrah laid 
great stress on Ute non-violent aspect of the civil disobedience move- 
ment I wonder it he ever heard of a chapws$t «if the Howrah Muniel* 
pality, a poor nmn, lowly paid, who lost his job during the civil 
dieobedtence movament, and he lost it in this way for doing his duty. 
Alt ojcamination was being held in the Howrah Municipal Towa Hall mid 
in that connecUon 1 do not know whether they were qualified to eit for 
the •xamination or they were actuated by motivee of patriottam-HMoio 
foOB# men tried to get through the gate and make their way into tim 
Ball and made a noiee there. The municipel dloprotit, who wae oa 
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dutj' tben, tried to prereut theee people from entering tko Town Boll 
in w^ith iie wne nn humble employee. They tried to foreo their wny in 
and be in turn had to use force to prevent them in order to do hie duty. 
That I think can hardly be quoted a«i an instance of non>violence of the 
civil dieobediebce movement. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOtE: The thufn^uu was dismissed for 
breaking heads and imf f(»i driving those |MH^ple nway. 

Mr. R. N. REID: (hit* more point, \awah Musharriif }fi>ssaiii 
referred to the jK)s«ilylitN of peace which ! think every one in this House 
will admit is u very attno tive proHpc>< t hut I douht if at present there is 
any much hope, of tf*e paitte*^ f oming together so as to put an end to all 
the troubles that have bevn hara'‘‘'ing us long. At pie-H^uit I do not 
think it cuii^Ih' fairlv "ahl that Iroiu flu* other side there has Immui any 
great gesture indiiating that the other ♦‘itie is piepnred to eome and 
shake hands with u^. Mi. tiandln, us fur as 1 know, has not openly 
declared that he i** in faxoui »•! giving up his i reed of eivil die* 
olM>dience iioi has he priNafeU indicated that he has given it up. If 
he, the protagtmist of tlit‘*<ivil di^olHuhViu movement, has not given 
up his creed it vnn hardh be ovperteiJ that the ’‘small fry” will give 
it up. I need hurdls sa\ if llieie be the slightest indication, (he 
slightest g^.'sture, of iIhmt giving i( up then (}o% <*rniiient will not Isft 
slow to come foiwuid and it 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CURTA: Mr. Held has done me 
great injustne in thinking that in what 1 wiid 1 intended that thd 
Ooverniuen! would tu ( ept iny pn*p<>sal. 


Mr. C. C. COOPER: I iiiovi. dial the i|iipiiti<in !«• now put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Thc-ir are, it .tpiieam, one or two either tiieinlMin 
who want to sjM*ak on the subjes t and 1 think 1 must give them an 
opportunity before 1 put the motion. 

0 - 4 ^ p.m. 

Khm ialmAir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Mr. Priniident, Sir, I 
know that the time han come when soriiel»ody should move for a cloatir# 
and I think it i# time for moving for a closure. I have nothing to «iy 
•a regardi thi» Bill except on one or (wo fiointa. It tu a very important 
measure and none of ui has tried to find out the reaaoof why tbk 
Bill abould be itupporteil or not. Sir, unfortunately certain ditcniwtonii 
have been rained a* to whether there ban been violation of the law---«tibar 
of the coumon law or of any apecific law. The queettcm at imm m 
wbtUier tber^ if civil dtnofaedtence in the country or not. Aa lOgarAi 
OlTil dtiobedienoe it boa nothing to do with the poHiitol •iif>ect. It li 
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really the iiilerferen<‘e with the economic condition of the country 
which has come into being. We know in certain eases the nature of 
the civil diwibedience movement. Taking the worst view the fact is 
that this civil disobedience movement has come to interfere with the 
ordinary activities of the citizens. I would not have supported this 
Bill at all if I were not really convinced that there have been certain 
cases in which attempts have been made to bring the union boards 
within the arena of the civil disol>edien<‘e movement. From my 
experience into the working of the union Ixm^j^ls I feel that if it is 
possible for ns to do anything towards the village rec'on struct ion in 
Bengal it should be through the agency of the pnion hoards. That 
being so I am surprised to find that the < ivil disobedience movement 
is trying to hamper the a<‘tivjties of the unicm Ixiards towards village 
construction. I feel that this movement would stop its activities, 
I must make it clear that we, on this side of the House, have abso- 
lutely no sympathy with any case where the law is iniHapplied. It is 
the duty of every (lovernment as well ns the citizens in the interests of 
good (lovernment of the country that a proper iiKpiiry should he made 
before any action is taken. I must agree with Mr. Reid that Mr, Banerjt 
should not have referre4l to tlojse allegations without making a proper 
inquiry. In any <tise 1 feel that this is a law the ne<*essity of which is 
such that we have no other alternative hut to nct ept it. I personally do 
not agree with some of the provisions of the Bill, hut that is a question 
of detail which may he considered by the Selec t (’ommittee. In the 
cirruiiistances 1 think we have no other alternative hut to support this 
motion for referen<*e to the Select (’ommittee. 

Mr. P. BANfRdl: On a jmini of personal explanation, Sir. Mr. 
Reid has just said that I was very unfair in referring to the inoidenta 
at Midnapore without making any inquiry. I soy that Mr. Heid does not 
know the facts. 

Mr. PREtlDiNTs I am now going to put Mr. (%K>|)er’» motion 
titai the question he now put. 

The motion tliat the question l)e now put was put and agreed to. 

The motion that the Bill W circuluteil f<»r the puriK>se of eliciting 
public opinion therwui by the 2Sth February, llhTl, was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 
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Alt. muM tfttf HaiMlMr. 

AfAMtrvai, Mr. W. U 
MkiA, Mftiiitt IfAili m%him, 

•At, tAfeA LAlil KAAMT. 

•aI, ftai tAlltA tATAl CliAfiArA. 

•ATAM, llAi SAlllA fAAfAAMUl. 

•iriuAym, Mr. N. 

•lAAtff, Mr. E. N. 

•ATA, Mr. N. N. 

OtUMAIlliri, KAAA ialiAAtil MAUlvI Ati- 

OlHMtfllwH, KHaa lAhMlur MaaIvI HiAtiir 
RAkAMMI. • 

CliAAAIlAry. Nail Mi 
OahMi, Mr. 0. J. 

C a pAiAi rr, Maiar-Oantral W. V. 

C aapa r , Mr. C. 0. 

Oat, Nal PaPaPur Kamini Kwaiar. 

Earappi. tPa HaA'Ma NtAAP K. C. M., 
KIma SaPaAtr. 

Farratlar. Mr. 4, Caaippatl. 

Caapali, flai tapaiur Safil Kumar. 

OPaaa. Mai papaatir SaiaApa Oomar. 
OPaiAavi, tPa Naa'PIt AlPaPi Hr APPtl. 

ParlAk \ 

OilaPritt, Mr. A. N. . 

OpPa, Mr. A. M. 

Nappa, KPaa AaPaPur Maulvl Axitul. 
Ma A Paraap. Mr. A. 0. A. 

Napg, Mr. 0. P. 

•fatal A. NawaP MutParrut, KPan taPaPur. 
HptaalA, Maulvi Laiafai. 

Naaptr. Mr. 0. 0. 

Kaaam. Maulvi APul. 

KPaa, Khan taPappr Maulvi Mpanapi 

Aii. 


NOit. 


KPaa, Mapivi rpAitiAAPlip 
KPaa, Mr. Naiapr Ma Pa ia a . 
taaaaa, Mr. 0. W. 

Ma«plra, Mr. L. T. 

Mittar, tPa Hap*Pla Hr PravaaP CP p aPa r . 
Maaiia, KPaa iaPaPur MpPaaiAiaP APPal. 
Martiaiar, Mr. N. R. 

Nap, NavaraaP •. A. 

NaaPy, MaParaia trlt OPaaPra. af Raalai 
Patar. 

NaiiaipppiA, tPa Naa'Pla Mr. IC1i«a|A. 
Nanaa, Mr. N. R. 

Ptira, Mr. ■. P. 

PPllpat. Mr. N. 0. V. 

Praatiaa. tPa tfaa'Pta Mr. W. 0. R. 
Quaiam, Maulvi APul. 

RaPaaai, Mr. A* 

RaPaiaa. Mr. A. P. M. AMP^. 

Ray, BaPu Amptyappaa. 

Ray OPawPPpry, Mr. K. 0. 

RaiP, Ipa Maa'Pta Mr. R. N. 

Rata. Mr. 4. 

Ray, Mr. Hillat«ar HaaP. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kumar, 

Ray, tPa Naa'Pia Mr. Biiay PraiAi llPili. 
•aPaaa, RaPu laiya KiaPar. 
iarpar, Rai iaPiP RaPaii MaPaa. 
taa, Mr. •. R. 

iataiaiaa, Maulvi MuPaaiaiaP. 

ItaplaiaA, Mr. N. K. 
iuPrawarPy, Mr. N. t. 

TPaaipaaa, Mr. W. N. 

TaamaaP, Mr. H. P. V. 

Wilklaaaa, Hr. H. R. 

WaaPPaaP, tPa Naa*Pta Mr. 4. A. 
WarPtfvartP, Mr. W. C. 


luMiiir 17 uik) OfJ tin* motion wn** Io%t. 

Tlie motion that tlit» Hill lx» r<*f<*rre-cl it» a S«‘l<‘rt t’ommittfH* wa# thiHi 
put and a>rr*^d to. 

Thp followiiiir motions wrru callt^d Imt not iiiovinl : — 

Mr. ANAMDA MOHAM POOOAA to movi* that afior thn namp of 
Mr. B, N. R4*i«l, th«* followinir nani***< hr iiiswrtpil. iminrly: — 

Mr. B. ('. ('hattrrjw*. 

Mr. J. X. («iit>ta. c.i.h., u.n.i., 

Mr. S>«ma Prtwad Mookcrjw, and 
Mr. S. M Boar. 
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Babu KHETTBR MOHAN RAY to move that after the xuune of 
Mr. R. N. Reid the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Mr. Ananda Mohan Foddar, 

Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, and 
Babu Khetter Mohan Ray. 


Haji BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY to move that after the name of 
Mr. R. N. Reid the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Maulvi Taraisuddin Khan, 

Mr. A. K. Fasl-ul lluq, and 
Ilaji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE to mov(* that after the name of 
Mr. R. N. Reid the following namen be inserted, namely: — 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, 

Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, 

Mr. R. Haiti, and 

Mr. Ananda Mohan Ihuhlar, 

and for the word “week’^ in tin* motion lelating to the time by which 
the re|»ort is to be submitted the woni “numth * lw» stihstituted. 


Maulvi ABDUt HAMID SHAH to move that after the name of 
Mr. R. N. Heid, the following names 1 h‘ inM*rted, namely: — 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, 

Dr. Naresh Chandia Sen Gupta, 

Babu Sati.sh ('hatidta Ray Chowdhury, 

Maulvi S\ed Xaunher .\li. 

Maulvi HasAan Alt, and 
Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah. 



ma^' O0VEBNVEKT BILLS. lt$ 

motion that th« Bill bo rofomd to a Soioct Cotnmittoo consiatiiiif 

of— 

(/) BoTorend B, A. Nag, 

(2) Khan •Biihodtir Maulvi Aiicul Ifaqur. 

( 3 ) Bai Sahib Karat ('handra Bal, 

(4) Babu Jiteudrahil Baniiorjoa, 

0) Baja Bhitpoiidra N«ta\an Sinha Bahadur, of Nii^hipur, 

(^) Bai ibiltadur Xamini Kumar Doh, 

( 7 ) Mr. W. H. "I^homption, 

(5) Maulvi Abtit Kaaem, 

(9) Khan Buhadui Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Afumiii, 

( 10 ) Mr. B. X. livid, and 

( 11 } ThV Hon blv Ml W 1). B. Brontiro, 

wiili instruction to submit tlivn rv}>ort within one wcvk from the data 
on which this motion is (urned in Council ami that the uuiiiW ol 
members whose presence sliali he m^^ essarv to constitute u quorum shall 
be five. 

was (hen }>ut and agreed to. 


Adjaurfiniant. 

Ft l»eiug 7 p in. the <*oumii via** then a*ljouitied till •{ p.in., on 
Thursday, the ‘J4th No\emWr. at the ('oumil llousi*^ t'ab'utta, 

without question put 
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Proeeediiift of tbe Bengal Legbiative Couneil aatemUedi umlai 
the provbiont of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 24th November, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hori’We Raja Sir Manmatha ItATH Ray Chaudhuri, 
KT., of iSantosli) in the (3iair, three Hoiride Memt)er8 of the Executive 
Council (the Ilou’lde Mr. W. 1). R. Prentiie, cm.f,., i.c.s., being 
absent), the three Hon’ble Ministers and 103 nominated and elected 
members. 


Oath Of affiriiMition. 

The following member made an oath or affirmation of his uliegiancc 
io the Crown : — 

Mr. (1. A. Mason. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oval answers were given) 

Vieitort of ipooiai 4aile. 

M7. lihu iUK LAL NAG: (n) Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Politieal (Jails) Department W pleased to state whether 
any meiiiln’r of the I/egisiutive Assemf>ly rejiresenting Bengal is a 
visitor of any jail in HengaD 

{h) If the answer to (o) is in (h«' negative, are the Government oon- 
sidering the advijml»ility t»f apiwititing such memliers as visitors o! 
Bengal jails P 

(e) Did any member of the l^egislative Assembly offer his sarvteoi 
as sueh visitor? 

(cf) If fK>, has such offer lieen accepted or rejec'tedP 

(>) Are the Government coiiAidering the desirability of appointing 
a ntinibsr of M.L.A.'s and M.L.C.V as visitors oj the Special Jails at 
Dum-Dum, Herhampore and HijH in consideration of the personnel of 
the jfrisoiiers o? these jaiD? 



lM8ii QITSftTI0K8. ITT 

'‘if 

MgMSiR m mmm ^ MtITIML (JAIU) OlMlTlliliT 
(tut Hiii'Mt iir>rratli OtmiHtor lUttMr): No. 

A** uiwW J«il TijkIi* nilt' 03 iiieiiilK'ni of llii» 

A'^mhly an* for apiMuntmeiit, (}uv«nim«iit do not (tMiiiidor it 

o#***(p#iiarv to rea!44> the itumlier of vi«itor» liv Apm'inlly Hominattnf; 
them aii jail vi^ijtor*!. 

(ri Yes. 

ui) The offer wan i^ot areepfed. 

lei As to >f.|,.A,‘> ri*/e iiriswei* to r{iiei«tioii (/m. An to M.I<.t\‘(* 
there are already Twi* ae Ttsitor« of the three Siww ittl Jails at l)utii> 
Oum. The <|uestion of M.L.C.’s an viaitorn of the Berhain- 

jmre and the Hijli Sjieiial Jails is under eoiiaiderHtioii . 

Mr. SHANTI tHEKHARfSWAII RAY: Will the Honble 

Member be pleas 'd to state uitb refenuiee to (h) ahy that offer wan not 
af f epted 9 

Tht Hon'Mt Sir pflOVAfH CHUNOIR MITTIR 

inetnbers of the heal Legvelative ('otineil are premimably more eon- 
« eriied with he al affair** than rneiiibers of the lH*triRUtive Aanombly. 


SuticliilMftt Landholcltrr Aitooiatiofi. 

Mt. Mr. 8UREN0RA NATH LAW: t/D Will the Hon'blo 

MeinUo iri * hai^o^ of the Ihditiral Department la* pleaaed to lay on the 
table a list of tit** n**o>rrnsed aiMioeiation« within the PreRidency Divi- 
sion, statin;? their numerienl stren;jih, imjiortauee and other p^rotind* 
t|Ua]ifyiniir them for the rer‘o;rnifioii ? 

ih) Is the lloirhle Metnlier aware of the exinteme of a I^mdboldani* 
AiROC'iatiofi in raleiittn under the name and ntyle of the BondarhaiiA 
lantidludderA" ARiwK'iation 

(r) 1» it a fart that the naid Sundarhans J^ndholden’ Aaaooiatiou 
hat applied to the Government for rero|rnition F 

(tfi If no. when wan «ueh applieation re<*eived by the GoveminetitF 

(e) Ha« the naid application been ditpoaed of? 

(/) If it han not been diepoeed of a« yet, will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleeied to state the reeiofia lor the deleyf ^ 


II 



Itl 


QUESTIONS. 


[24m Nov., 


WieF tEaneTAIIY to COVCRNMENT (Mr. R. N. RiM): (a) 

The ]i«t referred to in the quention is part of a provincial liet which is 
inaiutaraed for official use only. 

(b) and (c) Yes. 

(d) The 3rd June, 1932. 

(e) No. 

(/) Ne<*e88ury erujuiiies have not yet been completed. 

Coalumio ChM. 

*19. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Vill the Hon'ble 
Member in charjfe of the Public Works (Railways) Department be 
pleased to state whether any materials (rails, .slippers, etc.) are kept in 
re8er\'e for the sliiftinjr of the Goalundo Ohat in einerg-eiicyP 

(h) If so, materials sufficient for how many miles of new construction 
are kept in stock and whereP 

MEMBER Inohir^iof PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART* 
MENT (th« HoiPblv Mr. d. A. Woodhead): * (o) Yes. 

ih) The quantity and |K>sition of su*h material kept in reserve vary 
with the condition and sites of the At present 3*2 tmck miles 

of materials f(»r new <*onstru(*tion are kept at Rajluiri and the (jhaf 
sites. 

Hardifiga Bridga. 

*29. Miiilvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) Will the Hon'hle 
MemWr in ( har^e of the Public Works (Railways) Department be 
pleased to state whether any bridge charge is levied on passengers and 
goods carried by rail avroM the llardinge Bridge? 

{h) If so, will the HonMde Member Ik" pleased to state — 

(!) why is this charge levied; 

(ii) what is the rate at which the charge is levied on paatengars, 
goods, etc.; 

(itt) frt>m what date the levy commenced ; 

(it?) how long is it intended to continue the same ; 

(r) what is the total amount hitherto realised on account of this 
charge; and 

(rt) what was the Amount realised each year on account of such 
levy on pasaengem, goods, etc., during the last five year* 
^ for which figures are available P 





m 




Hi Mr. 4. A. WOODNiAOt iW) Ye*. 

(b) {i) A mt« over tUi«i ex|)eii4«tT« iin'tioii of lh<^ liii» ii 

obTioitily juntified mol tlie mftbml a<lopt«<l of anAUiiiitt^ a hypo(h#tirtt 
iiK^JVMo in {liManie Ia that utmally aihiptinl in wuch eaaeK. 

fit) The charge is levied h\ luhiitig u “jioiitage < huige" aa for 
IH mile# to the artual (lintanre for charge (letween (he ^tatioitK on eith«r 
aide of the bridge, ri;., Bhii'raiiittiA and Pukaey. 

(lit) Since the o(»en«ng of the bridge in 1915. 

(ir) I( tiiniiot ut jireaent Im» «ta(e<l if, or when, (hia charge will b< 
iiiodiBed or withdrawn. 

(r) No •o'patHte ar»ou!i(*» uie iitutntaiiied by (he Haiinny midon 
itiea from which it vMnihl Iw jM»?itihle to evaluate the amount that haw 
Iteen collwt^:;^! up to date hy tlie extra charge. 

(ci) I'he re«juire<l figure^ f(>r five >eur» are not imiueduitely »»vail* 
al>le, hut u fi|wciul investigation »n nhowed that the eamingK fiom 

the extra charge had. fot the jnest t vean, averaged a|)pn»xitiTate}y 
19 lakh.s per annum, uhihi^ilo* interest^ mniiitenance anti deprei iatiou 
r ho rges f»f the hnilge were |{^, L’lj lakh* annually 


MuhafiHiMKlan holidayt. 

*21. Mautvi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: III) With ndeience It* (he 

te|»h given ti» starred fpiestion No .tf the t'lMincil meeting held 
on (he 8(h August, Htdt.*. will the Hon’hle MemUo in « luirgc *d the 
I’inant’O Divjiarlment U» pleased to state whether aiiv decision Im* 
been arrived at tm the (pu stion of allotting *ertoin noii-Act Indid.c * 
to Muslim religKujs festivals V 

(h) If 40. what is the d<srisionK 


MtliilR id diMirgt of FINANOi OiFAATMINT (Uni Hdd’M 

Mr« 4. A. WMdhtdd): (a) and (if) floverniJient tentatively pro|H>ae to 
allow three local holiday# for Muhammadan feativaU in each diatrict and 
are conaulting local oflBcerw on the nuhjecf. 

. Mddlvi lYiO MA4iO SAKtH: Will the Mambor ba 

pleaaed to #tate whether the holiday# will be awarded next year? 


Tilt HtlFMt Mr. 4. A. WOOOMIAD: J hope no. 



no 


QUESTIONS. 


[24th Nw., 


ft«j Bahidur KCtHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: WiU the Hon ble 

Mi‘nil>f*r \*e pleaned lo ntate whetlier the holidays proposed to be allowed 
will be in addition to the Im^al holidays already on the list or be eiir- 
tailed from flie holidays already allowed to the other eonimnnities ? 

• 

Tilt Hofl^bto Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: If it is possible to allow these 
holidays without c tirtailinjr the holidays allowcnl lo other communities, 
lluil will be done. 

Miutvi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: Will the Hon^ble Member be 
pleased to state which are the holidays lo which the three days are pro- 
jioMcd to be allotted!' 


ThtHon’ble Mr. d. A. WOODHEAD: Tbe three holidays proposed 

arc— 


t)«e tor Fatibu l)uwaz<bihaui. 

One for 8hab-i-barat. 

One bir Muharram. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Will the Hon’blc Member be 
pleased to state wlietlier tbe (piestion allotting (ertuin nou«Act holi- 
days is still un(b*r <-onsideratioii 

Tha Hon'blf Mr. «l. A. WOODHEAD: lx»cal ludiday. are for all 

pia(tjcai purposes the same a-* mm-Ai t }i(dida> ^ 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I mean executive holidays which 
arc iion-Ac t holidays. 

Tbt Hon'blt Mr. «l. A. WOODHEAD: There is no practical 

difference l»etwe<*n bwal and executive holidays. 


*tt. Kill mOADUL HOQUEt (a) WiU the Hon’ble Membei 
in chariipo nf the Judicial IX^purtment be ideased to state whether any 
action ha« been taken on the re^lutions paaaed at tbe twellth aeavion 
of the Bengnl IVoceiw-Servers* Annual Conference held at Bariaalf 
{ii) If «o, wa!^ it communicated to the Proceae-Serrera* AaaooiatnMif 



QITKSTIOIfS. 
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tWIliTARY te COViRNIftNT, JUDICIAL DlRARTIiCNT 
(Mr. A. C. R. HiUdmoil): {*i) Wfk, whm*v«4r mium 

to W rttll*»(t| for and 

(b) A l**Ut*r oil tio* HiihjfM'i has i^wiied to tho aj^MM'iation. 

K«ii CMDADUL HOQUE: With fvfi‘riMiio t<» an!«wt*r ^*n. iiill 

Mr. Ifendt^rt^oii ho pleanod to ntato what artion han h«H*u tukon by Oovom- 
iiofit on tho roHoluticMi roforr^vl to in iho ipio^ttiony 

Mr. A. C. R. HENOERtON: If ho waiitM to know' tif iiti> iti(’ 
a< lion, I want notin'. 

Kill EMOADUL HOQUE: Will Mr ilondorMiii ho to *«fM(o 

w'hon tho If^tor rofi*rrfcl to in an'*wor ib) wun i*i**uod to tho aaNoi'iiition y 

Mr. A. C. R. HENDERSON: 1 want notiro. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKIMRESWAR RAY: Will Mr. IIoiidoii*on )m 

l»h ♦nod to niiii*' if tho jiro-sont <nio«*tioii n not a *oifK<i out notiroy 
Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 .lo not allow that «|no«tion. 

'hi t p III. 

Maitlwi SYEO MAJID RAKSH: Will thr Hon hlo Motnhn lio 

plojiHful to *itato what a( tion hut Imhoi ronawlorod foiii»ihli»y 

Mr. A. C. R. HENDERSON: i huvo tinihiiiK fiiithor t 4 > add to Mi\ 

ropI\ , 


P r iptti tt rt t n* SiJfw. 

^23. Mwilvt NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: U tho 

llon'tdf?* Moii»lw»r in ohnrp* of tho Jtidirial Ihf|i*iHiiiont awiiro 

III that in faitUf* ilittitiirt^ u now- ty{io of muuiII Uidiro with itiaori)i* 
tiofi has l♦4'on inlryKiiimi by tho Diatnrt 

Jodg^ for tho nm of iirot'iNo^tiorvora; and 
ill) that' thew Imclgoa atiaal tho tomt of mono than fivo yowr»» with* 
♦wit {iii> oomjdaint fnmi any qnarlory 

th) Are the (lovernment oonuiderinif the deairohility of intr«Jliiciitfr 
the <nticl type of bculirMi in nil the diniiietaf 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[24ra Not., 


Mr. A. G. R. HENDiRiONS (a) (i) Badges came into use in some 
flifetric ts, but Government are not aware whether the previous sanction 
of the District Judge wag taken in every case. 

(a) (it) and (h) Thig is not the fact. On the contruiry Government 
are considering whether such Irndges should not lie alKdinhed, where 
they are in use. 


t 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Proceet-servers. 

5. MftHvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (a) Will the llon^hle Member 
in charge of the .ludicial Department 1 k‘ j^leased to slalt* whether it is 
a fart that the Uegistiai of the (\ih utta High (\mrt ( Apj)ellnte Side) 
con^eye<l hi\ (let isinn on the (jueMtioii of granting regular travelling 
allowaiires t<» pro< (‘sv-Mei v<*i s, h\ a letter No. 171d-G., dattnl the ‘2nd 
Fehruar\ . llt‘tl. to the to \ernnient 

{h) It Ml, will the llon'hle MetnU*! U* pleaned to state wdiut is 
the derision (d tin* High (’ouit in (he matter^ 

(r) When in the Miid dt’cision likelx to he ;,ri\(*n (*ftert to^ 

Mr. A. C. R. HENDERSON: {ti\ .No 'I'he de< jsion in surh matters 
rests with tiovt^rninenl whit h lian rt*rentlv issued ijotiKration Xo. 3941F., 
dnted l!Mh August. Ht32, on the suhjtM t. 

{ ft) aiol «t ) Do n<-t ai isr 


Pfooeilkaifvefs* i ooommodation. 

S. MaiHvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: pi) Will the Hoirble Membei 
in charge of the .Indirial lK'|aii‘tment l)e jvIciommI to state whether it is 
a fact that the Ifon’hle dustiee (‘umming of the (^dcutta High Ccwrt 
directwl the Mvmeiisiiigh PrtM*egs-gervers‘ Assmuation (nWc his in- 
sjundion iv|>oi*t of the Mymensingh district of 19‘W>) to put up their 
grievantt' alKnil luctmiiuodation in the court jMemim's by a resolution 
of tbeir i'eiitnil Ansocintion at ('^dcutta? 

(6) Will the lleiFhle Memlier ploastHl tt> state whether the reso* 
lution tif the prot'ess-sert'ern^ last Barisal (\>nfereiice contained a prayer 
to this effect y 

(c)Jt so, will the How’ We Member W ideased to state what adioo. 
if any, ig Wdng taken in the matter? 
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Mn A« C« R« MiNDiRiON: (fi) Mr. Mallick ia4^[MK>t4»d ill* 

coart* at MyinenMnff]i in 1930. He infonned the prooeiMHierwa tliai if 
the whole body of jinHeft#^-sierver?k in the provim^ had ffot any real 
grievance oi^ them' points, they inijfhl ^nhmit the matter to the 
aiifhor>tieit through the Pnie<*«4^.«ier\er!%* A^mMiation. 

ih) Ye«. 

(c'J None; thi^ |mrticuhir eoin^daint im » matter for the local 
tdficen*. * 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBiRI* BILLS. 

I The (li«euH,‘«u»ii ou the ('ahntta Mtitiiripui ( Amendiio*nt ^ 
b\ Maulvi Ahul Kamon, was tlu'n re‘<nmed.) 

R«i BaliiClur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Mr Premtimit, Sir, I 
feel no hemtation in su> jng lluit t!ii« Hill is a grent ^turpriee to me and 
to the whole Mroimv 

lit the mutter ol the (’ahuttu Miiiiinpul election, joint eleetorate 
utter nine vearis wa** a<‘<’ep(e«I after iinieh deliheration and diueuiMiion 
It Is a m*ttled fac t, and not (ml\ this lioune hut the whole of Bengal ie 
proud of it. proud. heeuuHe, in a we of Bengal here am the 

pioneers of tlie recent Allahuhad I nitv Part, iii crpitc* of the /ttage- 
^hcov of « (tTntnunaii«un at New Delhi, 


Mr. PRESIDENT: V ou must he \er\ brief at this wtage, Rai 
Bahadur, 

Rai BalMMlur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Ve^ Sir, I hog to 
[Kunt out that the i^uue of the BiU in no longer o|M*n. In 1923, acparat4« 
“le< torale w aic aeeeptcMl as a temporary m«»aaiire w hieh was hound b» 
terminate automatically after a pcTtcMl of nine yearn. Thia aubimath 
lemuiiation of separate eleetorate was a pre-<v»ndition for tlie accept- 
iiiie of separate eliM torate in the year 1923. How ran Mr. Abul Kaaom 
aow say that he in not bound by thi** eonditumy We are mtpected b» 
let acrording to our word*. 


Mr. PRiSIOiNT: At this stage, you cannot cnticiaa the proviaidhn 
>1 the Bill very elaborately or in detail. If you are oppoaing thif intro- 
lucticm of the Bill, you iniiut briefly state what your reaaoiis am. 



m NON-OFFICIAL MEMBEBS' BILLS. [24th Nov.. 

Mr. §• M. BOtC: On a point of order, Sir. I believe, on the 22!ni 
eveninfr Iiin» fhe matter wa» jimt ffoing to be put to a division, when 
you. Sir, alhoved Mauivi Abul Ka?tein to make a ntatement. 

Mr, PRESIDENT! It I lemember ari^fht, objection whh taken 
t<» the introduction of the Bill, and Maulvd Abul Kanein waw allowed to 
make a statement in niipport of his Bill. Any member who want^ to 
oppone the introdm tion of the Bill, cun make, a brief statement in 
HUpport of his (use. 

(Mauhi Abul Kuseiii havinjr risen to u point of’ordei . ^ 

PRESIDENT (to Muulvi Abul Kasem): When you rise to u 
point of order, you must be able to point out some irre^yuiaritieH in the 
debate and not utilise the ociusion for makinjr u ^reneral statement m 
the House. 


KKaii Bahadur Mauivi AZI2UL HAQUE: On a point of older. Sir. 
May I know your ruliiij;; us to what are the matters which would be 
relevant in opposinjr the introduction of a Billy Am I to understand 
that a brief statement on the principles of the Bill m allowable y 


PRESIDENT! I he position is this: when leave is asked for the 
iritnMlui'tion of a Bill, if any one op^mses its introdm tion, the Chair inav 
alhiw the memher in diarize of the Bill to make a brief statement in 
Nf]pp<u t of his motion. Similarly, the President has th<^ jmwer to allow' 
th© memiK'r who opfumes the intrcMlmtion of the Bill to make a brief 
statement in support of his attitude in the matter. Those who make 
siKsh Mlatenients must < hoose their ifrminds ( ertainly they may tom h 
th© principles of the Bdl. 

Kliiii iahidur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: t)n a point of order. Si,. 
When a inember a^ks for leave bw the iiitnxluction of a Bill, and there 
is op^»sition to it, the mover is allowtHl to make a statement, and no 
question of a,i.\ other memher opposin*? the iiitroilmtior, anse.s. I 
think the ( hair s ruliiijir is uiraiitH, l^arliaiiientarv conv«>iitions. 

Mr, PRESIOMT: No. th,r rules provide that the Chair may 
allow the memher opposing: to make a brief statement as to why he is 
airainst the infrmhiction of the Bill. 

RM iMluter SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: How am at thk «ta|r» 
Mauivi Abitl Kasem aa^* that he ia not Imund hv this eoaditkmf That 
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|er«iit the late lauieuteil Sir Sureiiiiratiath, on tlimt memcuralile 

debate »aid» ‘“after nine years the freneral elec torate will aaaert itaell antf 
it$ maehinery will he put into fon'e*’. After this pletl^e, Sir, are we 
not conunitted to it 

(At this staKe the inemhei wa** railed t<» order and rcvsumed his seat, t 


MauM ABUL KASEM: Sir, with your penui»)*ioii, I want to with- 
draw my pr<^sent moticTn he<‘iiuse I fiM*l that I shall have an opportuiiitv* 
of •peakinj;;’ when tlie next Hill 4(»nie« up Iwdore the House. I w'ant to 
make it distinctly Tlear. however, that I reserve my riirht to sfaHik 
fully on thttf'Y <'asion. 

Rti Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJls tin n indnt of order, 
Sir. Can Jfaiilvj Ahul KaH«uii witlolraw In'* motion at thin stjijj'O 
without the leave of the House y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At V \ou Hfuous ahiMit sour point of ordei . Kat 
Bahadur.^ 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdl: Yen. Sir, I um <,utte 

•‘eriotis, and w»*. on this side of the House, nhje^ t t«» leave heinjf prriinteif 
for the withdrawal of the motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; In that < ase. I must put to the Houne the 
Miiulvi Sahih's motitm to withdraw his Hill. If lii« motion is nirried 
the Hill will he withdrawn. 

The «|Uestion that lea\i‘ hi* vriant*Ml to MuuKi Ahul KasiMii to with- 
ilraw his motion was put aioi a|Lrree<| to, 


CaMulta MufiidiMl (Amamhua w t) Bill« 1SB2. 

Mr. A. RAHEEM: Sn. I Ih'^t to liio'e for leave to iiittodme 
the Cah utta Mitniiipal ( Ajiieiolment i Bill, HhTJ. 

RM Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BARER Jl: Sn. 1 object t<> 
the introduetion id the Hill. hecaiiM* we have not yet seem a copy 
of the Bill. Further, the Hules and Standing Orders provide that a 
eopy of a Hill should he furnished at least seven da.Vs l»efore its 
introduction. 

Mr. PRiBIOiNT: You cannot raitie that <|tte«tiofi at ihia staK<^ 
ITou can do #ai w hen (he mover or any other maiiiber move# any fiirther* 
atage of tb? Bill for instance that the Bill he taken into conatdamtton. 
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The motion for leave to iniroduce the Bill wan put and a division 
taken with the following reatilt: — 

AVCft. 


Atialf Ntwanfaia Kliwaja Muliamiiiai, 
KSan Saliaeur. 

All. Matilvi tyatf NawlMr. 
ialiilii Maulvt thaiii ttahim. 

•afctli, MamIvI lyaA Majitf. 

•al, Saba Lalit Kumar. 

•al, Hal tahib Aarat OhanUra. 
aatir uacfln, Khan Sahib Maunri 
Mahammaa. 

Chauaburi, Khan tahaSur Maulvi All- 
munamaii. 

ehauahurl, Maulvi Syaa Oiman Naiaar. 
Ohauahury, Maulvi Mural Abtar. 
Chawahury. Nail Mi Ahmaa. 

Nahim, Maulvi Abaul. 

Naau#, Khan tahaaur Maulvi Atltul. j 
Natain, Nawab Mutharruf. Khan tahaaur. 
Hua. Mr. A. K. Fail ul. 


NuHain, Maulvi Laufai. 

Karim, Maulvi AbauU 
Kamm, Maulvi Abut. 

Khan, Khan tahaaiir Maulvi Muatiam 
All. 

Khan, Maulvi ^Tamituaain. 

Khan, Mr. Raraur Rahman. 

Lai Muhammaa, Haji. 

Mamin, Khan tahaaur Muhammaa Abaul. 
Quaaam, Maulvi Abul. 

Rahaam, Mr. A. 

Rahman, Maulvi Aiiiur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. AbSur-. 

Ray, tabu Amulyaahan. 

Ray Ohawahury, Mr. K. 0« 
j tartar. Raf taMk RaUaU Hthaa 
Shah. Maulvi Abdul Narnia. 

Solatman, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


tanarji, Mr. F. j 

tanarji, Rai tahaaur Kaihab Chanara. 
tatu, tabu Jalinara Nath, 
taau, Mr. Narandra Kumar, 
taaa, Mr. S. M. 

Ohattarlaa, Mr. t. C. 

Ohauahuri, tabu Kiahari Mahan. 

Daa, Rai tahaaur Kamini Kumar, 
tat, Rai tahaaur Satyanara Kumar. j 
Otttt, Rai tahaaur Or. Nariaiian. { 

OhtM, Or. Amulya Raian. | 

tuba, Mr. F. N. 

Oufta, Mr. J. N, I 

Law, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Main, Mr. R. j 

Mlitra, tabu Sarat Ohandra. I 

Maatiariaa, Mr. Syamapraaaa. { 

Mubbutaataya, Rai Sahib Sarat Ohandra. j 
Nag, tabu Sub iSL 
Nast Rtvarand t. A. 


Nandy, Mahara|a Srii Chandra, at Katrm 
baiar. 

Faddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Faddar, Sath Hunuman Fraaad. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, tabu Khattar Mabaa. 

Ray, Maharaja Jagadith Nath, af 0 *htlF*w. 
Ray, Mr. Shantt Shahharatvmr. 

Ray Chawdhury, tabu Salith C h a ndra . 
Raut, tabu Naaani. 

Ray, tabu NarlbanM. 

Ray, Mr. Sailaavar Singh* 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kumar. 

Ray Chaudburi, tabu Nam Cbandra. 
Sahana, tabu Satya Kinhar. 

Samad, Maulvi Abdua. 

San Oupia, Or. Narath Chandra. 

Singh, irllut Ta| tahadur. 

Sinha, Raja tahadur thupandra Narayan, 
at Nathipur. 


The A.ve^ hoiii^r ami the Xch''* 3S. ilm motion wim Irwt, 


3-30 p.m. 

Tfii Ntdii Wfttifwtyi 8Hi, %nL 

Khm BtKidilf ilMilvl AZiZUL HAQUi : I ht^g to move for letvt 

to iniitidtne the Nndia Waterway^ Bill. 1932. 

* 

mi Mumr tATYINDIIA KUMAR DAt; 1 l»eg to oppoae tkit. 



N0N4)FFICIAL MKMBKR8’ MUA. 
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Tfet Hm*hh AllHNii Sir ABOCLKilllll QMUZIlAVh 1 wtab tii 

luikJca it perfiK'tly rloar that Gtn‘t»runifkni aro totally ofipoiMMi to thk 

Bill. Fimt of all I want to point out that tin? provi^tonn of thin Bill 

art* ali*K>liite4' in('on(»iMtoiit with miti rut acroat* all exiatini; loiii^iMia* 
lioiia auch aa tho Irrigation Art. (Patiala Art ami tht« EnilntnkiiKMta 

Act. Therefore (hivernment (uniiot pfwaihly ayrree to its* n»fen»nce 

to a Select Ounnntts^e. 

Khan Bahadur Mluivi AZIXUL HAQUE: Am I to umleratana 
that (iovsTunirut «ippo>4c the int rcHlstrtion of thi*« Bill*^ 

Tht Hoii’hle AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The Govern. 

Uicnt i^ m»t npposinir the jntio<l<o tion of the Hill. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: If th e t io\ toninent m m>t opp<»^in^ tlie 
ill! rmlurt nut tif Hill, how )-< tin* Mon'hle Mtunhrr allowetl to "tpe^k y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^ OU all* A Htultunenf ulltiweti to he 

nunle at this ’■♦tap* onl\ wln*ii she nnoiiher is op}>o«iin^ the Hill. Hsit 
with the iii<lnl;:i*iM e of the (’luni . I think the IIon*hle Memher can 
mnk«‘ a Htaleiu Mi, heiaiise u statement <in hefialf of Government may 
be helpful i<» all p.utie.. ton<ein.*il 

Khan BMiadur Maulvt AZIZUL HAQUE: Am 1 to umiei Miami that 

in a lei^isijit t\ e iiit‘a’tUfe tin* lloust* will }oh»* fo »'onMoh*r whether ws* 
Mhoiihl pro< eeil or a< t on the alfitinle of t toM*r nment y 

Mr. PRESIDENT : No. hui thi*»i* Is no liuMii in UMi ertu’iiinjar the 
utlitmle of Governnient , 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: Ma> rt not piejiolire the IIoum(* before* 
haiitl if you alh»w the Ifon'hle Meinlo'-r to make a M|H'**<*h’^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That (ie|n*mls on the streiij^th of the lltMlMe 
At any rate, he im sure to s|M*uk on the Hill at Mome utaKe or other, ami 
th‘* IfouMe I think Mhonhl he able to take rare of it**e|f, 

Tha HaiPbIt Alhadf Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: 1 mereiv 
wi^h to pa> that Goveniiiient im oppoio**! to thiM Hill. I have alrcAily 
itntod the opinion of tlovernment cm thU HiJl ami more than that, 
namely, that a Hill of ihtM kind cannot [He««ihly he taken up with refei- 
ent ^ to a aintrle district. It muict l*a%'e withiti tUt neopc? the whole 
province and a** rivers are not confined within the Imuiidii of one district 
it i# all the more nec^Miry that a ayictem nhould l>e deviaed ftr the 
whole province. It mu«t be in the reeolJection of the memWri of thia 
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JIouHt* that a tuiniiiittee of t^xfwita was apptniitecl to inquire into the 
Im'iifotion Department ami to mak“ As a result of their 

report a Bill has bcPii iiiaiJe reaily and government believe that they 
will be in a p<Mition tt> introduce the Bill very Hhorfly. Besides, I 
may mention that it wcmld have been introduf‘e<l lon^f ajro btit for the 
fact that the initial stuffe tlovemiiienl had necessarily t() consult many 
publie bodies and the correspondenf^e <‘arried on with the public bodies 
took u very lon^ time. Thereafter tliere was tie* most important ques- 
tion of finance which bad to be j^one into very <^arefully. Government 
believe they will he in a position to introduce the BUI soon. In these 
circumstances, while Government are opposed to a Bill of this nature 
they are not however oppose<l to its intrmluction. 

The motion was put and ajurreed to. 

(The S(*cictar\ then read the sliort title f>f the Bill.^ 

Khifi Bahidur M«ulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: In view of the statement 
of the Ilon’bli* Member ina> 1 ha\<‘ your penuj^sjon to move a dilatory 
inotioii, namely, tluit the Bill hr ririMilut(*d foi- flicit jjijr public opin'on 
by the loth .Imitiarvy ' 

Mfi PRESIDENT: There is a)r(*ady ii motion to that cffer t. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: On a point of order. Sir. rmler sei tion *»I of 
the Rules and Standing (trder.s this Bill slioubi have he<>n in the hand^ 
of members seven days before. As a matter of fu( t the Hon’ble Member 
has jriven ns tips Bill on the of this House on the 22nd in.stnnf. 

KhMi Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; This is true. I was not 
sure what attitude Government would take in this matter, so I propose 
that the Bill be ( irmilated for elicdtiiifr public opinion. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: 1 ba\t* alreiniv jriven notice of a motion 
ti» that effect. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: ('an that be moved'*' It an umeudment to 
Khan Baluxiur's motion and if the oriiriim) motion t annot lie mov^e<l the 
amendment cannot be iiiovevl. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think there H a distinct difficulty. 
Mr, Dua.stMuV aiiieiidnieiit to the motion dm*s not arise. But is it not 
poMible, 1 want the House to inm^itler. f<ir the Khan Bahadur to move an 
independent motion to circulate the Bill as he is not moving hia motion 
to refer the Bill to a Sele<'t Committee^ I think the Ehaii Bahadur 
eaa do S4>, with the <*oncwrreiice of this House, if I suspend the order on 
which Mr, S. M. Bose*« oKjecdion is based. 
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f»t IMnMt Sir FROVAtH CNUNOtR MITTiRl Witli your 
permiM^ii, Hir, I ili»mre to ilruu your nttentioii to thi*i aiip 0 Ct of tho 
potii'tion. We are <‘OiU'erir*ti with the proviso under which ohjoction 
heeii taken In Mr. S. M. 1h»M*. Serf ion '»l readn thu#^— 

• 

When a Bill intnulueed. or on wuue ««uhMe4)uent oi'caaioti, the 
lueuiher in rharffe may make 4mt‘ f»f th * (oltoain}ir iiiotiotr4 in n*|rurd to 
the Bill, namely: — 


(o> that it 1 h‘ ta^»‘i> into i onniileration hy the ('ouneil either at 
onre or at snme futtjie da\ t<i la* then mentionuMl, 4»r 

(/»)that it h'‘ refem*<l to a ‘telert (<miunttee. t>r 

(ei that it )»e nn tilatefi fot the pur}Mue of eli4'itin|r upittiuti 
thereon : 


then the proviHo <'oim> in 

' Provided that no am h motion nhall he made until after < opie** <if 
till* Bill have l>een made uxadahle for the ui*e of memhera, and that aiix 
iuemi>er may ()hje< t to a 4 \ siu h tm»tion hein^ iiiade, unleaix copies of 
the Bill have l>een ho uvuilahle for neven dayn before the motion in made, 
ami HU<‘h objection .hIki)! pn*vail, iinleaH the Pn'nident ui exercieu* of hi** 
power to Huapend thin order allows the motion to be made.'* 

There in no doubt that if you want to nunpend the order of huaineaH 
you can do it. 


Mr. FREtlOCNT; Hut \ bavo not dour that 


Th« Hon*bto Sir PROVASN CHUNDER MITTER: I nleHH >ou 

j'>ilH[>eml the toiler fd bu*»ineH*^ the Hill i*t tiol before the Houi%e. 1 be provino 
Will apply m all the three taat*?* namely, (o), (A) and (• ) td the aeclioii 
referretl tt». ( trtlinarily no doubt a iimtion for eireulation i« a dilattiry 
motion but in thn* particular eaw' tin* aeeeptuiiee of the motion for 
eireulation will nave the Bill ho that it may l»e taken on Home future 
date: on the other hand if the motion for einulation in not allowcnl 
then the Bill will he killed. But if the motion for circulation, or for 
the matter of that any other motion eominfr under fjatejforiaa (o), (i^) or 
(r) W not allowed! the mover cannot have any lejriUmate right to com- 
plain. If there lie any prejudice it m due to hia overaight aa he ahould 
have plaietl the Bill in the handn of the memhetN aeveii daya before 
moving the motion even though for a private meitilier it i» poecthle to 
get public opinion, although no doubt he hm not got the name facilitiee 
an Government have. After all the diSiciilty of the procedure^ ia due 
to hia own faitlt. 
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Mr. MABENDRA KUMAR RAtUs May I be permitted to point 
out, Sir, that rule 51 only refera to motions of the member in charge of 
the Billy May I know whether any other member may not more that 
the Bill be circulated? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The difiiculty is that the member-in-charge is 
the only member who can a<;celerate the progress of the Bill by a 
Mubstantive motion. A motion to circulate the Bill is a motion to 
accelerate the progress of the Bill, ho, how can any member other than 
the meinWr in charge of the Bill move it? ® 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BA8U* Rule 52 snys that no motion 
tliut a Hill be taken into <'onsidcration or be pasHcd, shall be made by 
any iinMiiber other than the member in < harge of the Hill and no motion 
that a Hill lie leferied to a Select t'omniiltee or be ciKulateil or re- 
c‘ir<-nlated for tin* purpo.se of eliciting public opinion thereon shall he 
made by any memlH‘r otlier than the rnember-in-i barge, except by way 
of uiiuMidnuoit to a motion, made bs the member-in-< liarge. 

TN Hofi'bla 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: On a point of 
order. Tin' move r’s obje<'t is to aerelerate tb.» progrenH of the Hill and 
we are all anxious for the eorrei t pnaedure being adojifed. 

Mr. PRE8IDENTS I uni afraid that it is impossible for any other 
member to help the Khun Hahadur in a matter like this, as under seidion 
52A, it is not possible for any othei memher to moNe for circulation or 
re-cireubitioii. except hy way ot amendment - but, the original motion 
to refer tin* Hill to a Seb‘ct Committ e ha-, not lieen moved. I am, 
however, for obvious reasons, anxious to help the Khan Bahadur. If 
the House vxill unutumously agree, I (un allowi him to moM' a motion 
to cinuilute his Hill; hut, if there he one rlissenting ^oice, I shall b** 
reluctantly tompelled to fliN.sitad.' him from moving it. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 app.^al to the goo<) 
seuae of the Ilouae to (lermit me to move this motion. 

Tha NofPhlf Alhadi 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVi: 1 should 
like to suggest that the time for eliciting public opinion might be 
extended. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I leave that to the Khan Hahadur. 

No one taking obje<‘tion to the suggestion of the (’hair 

Mr. PRBitOINT: In exerciiu^ of my power I suspend the order 
Oil which stood Mr. S. M. Bose’s objection. The Khan Bahadur can 
now move that his Bill be circulateil for eliciting publie opinion. 

mm Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEl I thank you, Sir, and 
the mambem of the Council for granting mo facilities to more a motlim 
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of tliii nature. I alM> thank tW Goremmeat brnrhen for not obj««iing 
to efrculation. At the outKet I niuiit exfilain that I waa taiupi«d to mova 
amotioii of thia nature l>eeauaa of the iiiaetivity of tha Irriftnitou Dapart* 
nmt. The Departmental Committee ehieh iia« appointtNl and preaidadi 
over by Mr, JlopkyiiH reporttn) that it wan a matter for the a bole 
provinee. 1 quite reali<M* the tlitheultiea and ho|te that nt lenat the 
pnblk will aeeept the statement made by the Hoirhie MemtHU*iii-<*har|(e 
juat DOW to what haw Ihm»u done aa re^arda the Statutory Hoard in 
eonniMdioii with the Irri^'atioii Itepartmeiit. Cnfortuuately, however, 
the Irrigation Department huB hwn in for ho murh to nay that I ronHider 
that it will be pnideiit f<ir me not to huv uh muc h i 4 h 1 would like to. Hut 
I do not agree with flit* (io\eriinienf Htandpoint that they arc* opponed to 
reference to the SelcM-t t^mimittee on the ground that it might nil acroaa 
Home other Act of tlu* depart men t. I am afraid the purpoM* of c*very 
law in to c ut acro^H HOim* «»thc’i law Aiiothei aigumc'nt that ha.n lM»eh 
rateed ih thal it refern to a partic ular dintric t, hut I am afraid (lovein- 
tneni in totally ohliviouN c»f tlio fact that thin Nadm Uiver HVHt(*m ia 
reaptmaihle for the supply cd wafer diacharged into the dinlric (h of 
MurHhidahaci. Jcnhcuc* and Kltuiiia. That heiiig ho, there in every 
iikelihcMid cd better w atc i -supply throughout the HreNidemy DiviNion 
My purfHise \h iimrely to allow the jample of niy dintrict the freedom to 
move hy s^wnding their own money. My object in not to ank (Tovc*rn- 
rnent to spend u •'ingle pu* We want to spend our owu money for 
lieiter irrigation fac ilttic*s and foi cutting the old hedn of the livorH. 
Unfortunately very little has lieeii ciono in the pant »o far an OovernmenI 
IN conc<‘rned except the Cftampur c ut whic’h wiim done at the time of 
the ilon'hle Mahaiaja Hahudiit of Nadia and the very teccmt annoume- 
inent of iU. d,(MKJ l»\ the llon hic* MeiiilM*i-iu.i harge. Hut ifiii nc heme 
haa Iwvu fM'iidiiig for years juist. ami if it provc's anything, it prove# 
what trenieiiclous ditln ulties the* |M*c»ph- ha\e to fine in carrying out a 
scheme c>f this nature. Sit, the Nahuganga m lM‘mc* could not have hecim 
taken up if the- distric t hoards of Nadm and Jessore wen* not agr<*«able 
to finance it and <*%eii now the clepartinc*nl have taken a guarantee from 
WH, hut tliat is far away. I fail to apprec iate thia attitude of Govern- 
ment and cannot understand why the people of Nadia Nhould not ha 
allowed to Npeiul their own money in cutting the old bed#. It dfa«i» not 
mean that we aliould take the peniuHsion of the Irrigation Department; 
if any permtiNiion in nocecuuiry, we will have to take it subject to rule# 
and regulation# of the Department. The people of Nadia ought to have 
a word of their own. In any cane that i# a matter to be taken up later 
on. In that view I have nothing more than to move that the Hill l>e 
circulated for eliciting public opinion by the ‘11111 *Ianuary, 

Hm AIM) tir ASDELKilltil OMUZNA VI s I am afraid 

the mover haa taken an undue advantage of my forbearmiee not 
opponuig the introduction of his Bill by making a reference to my 
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tp«e< h and < riti(dHing the part the Irri^tioii Department haa played in 
the paat. * J did not expect that he would do that, particularly as be 
wan preaeiit only the other day at u ^utheriii^ where I explained to 
what lenfiftii unjust and uninformed (Titicisni could ffo. As that I 
think wuM u Hiifficieiit correcitive, I do not propone on this- occasion to 
expose further the holloM'iiess of his remarks. However, I hope he will 
realise* that a scheme of this kind (nnuot possibly be taken up piecemeal. 
To lie of any lasting benefit it must be one or^rauised scheme for the 
whole province. I may say that the Hill drafted by Government is on 
the lines rmiramended by the Committee that* w^as appointed by the 
Jriijfution Department. In addition the CWimittee went so far as to 
recommend that the (lovernments of Bihar and* Orissa and that of 
Assam should he invited to co-operate and no doubt when the Water- 
ways Trust lieg'ins to function, these two Governments will be asked 
to join. I cun therefore assure the House that the Government are 
willing to hrin^ forward a Hill of their own to this end. In this view 
I trust the mover will see that there is really no necessity whatsoever 
for a separate Hill for the district of Nadia. 

Another point is the time for elieitinjr pithln opinicMi hy the 91st 
January, 1933. T rather think that it is much too short a period and I 
would su^f^fcst tlmt the mover mifrht ajrree to a hmper period, say by 
the end of February, 1933. 

Khan Bahidiir Mayivi AZIZUt HAQUE: It is impossible My 
motion is that the Bill lie circulated few the purp(»se of elicitinjy public 
opinion by the 31st January, 1933. 

4 p.m. 

The motion was then put and u^ri^ed to. 


Thf Bwigil Ttnanoy (Amt n tima w t) Bill, 1992. 

The foilowhip motion was called hut not moved: — 

Mtilivi iYiO MAdIO BAK9N to move for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Tenancy < A mend men t^ Bill, 1932. 


riM OflMitta MimiaiiMii (A— r-f} BIN, 1991 

The following mot ton was twiled but not moved: — 

MUNINDBA OiB RAI MAHAiAl to move for leave to i&troduoe 
m BUI to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923 (Bengal Aei HI of 
1923^), changiag the deaignatkm of the Mayor of Cakutta lo Lord 

Mayor, 
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Tilt Puri Lt4|iim Houtt (A wmi tf u m it ) Billi IM. 

IM ii ll tdl t f KAMIMI KUMAR OASs I Wfr to inovo for Irovo to 
introduro the*Puri Housh' ( Ameiulrnriit) Bill, 1932. 

The motion wan put and agreed to. 

tThe Serretarv then read the nhort title of the Bill.) 

Mr. SHANTI SHElCHARftWAR RAY: 1 liavo rrmv.-d 4he Dill, 

Sir, only thin moriniig. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: lh> you ohjivt to thinp 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I do not object, but I 
iitn dimply ffliinting it out. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What in the gtHwl of your jminting it out when 
yoA-do not obje<*t Y 
'% • 

RtvM*tfMl B. A. NAG: I. tiK>, object to the Hill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I uphold the tibjection. 

Rai Bahailur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: Then what in my position, 

Sir.*' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V ou have introduced the Bill all right, liut you 
cannot move that the Bill be taken into consideration. You inuai move 
that at a later stage. 


Tilt Baugai Suppraatiou of Imuioral Trafllo Bill, ISIS. 

ialNI MTINDRA NATH BABU: 1 move tbot the name of 
Mr. G. P. Hogg l»e added to the Selei:! Committee coiifititut4K] by ihti 
Council on the 5lh Augunt lent to report on the Immoral Traffic Bill, 
1033. 

The motion waa put and agreed to. 


Tim Council wan then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Priday, ihd 2Sih 
Noireniber, 1032, at the Council Houne, Calcutta. 
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Proceedingf of the Benfal Legiilathre Comicil aieembied itttder 
the proviiiont of the Govemment of India Act* 

Thk (’oi Nc il met in the ( ouncil Chamber in the Council Houm, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the ‘^oth November, 19d2, at d p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. iVenident (the ilon’ble Haja Sir Mavaiatiia Xath Rat 
CiiArnm HI, kt., of Santorth) in the (!hair, three Hon'lde Members of 
the K.xecutive (^mncil (the Ilon’ble Mr. \V. 1). R. Prentice being 
ftiment), the three Hon'lde Ministers and 111 nominated and ele<‘ted 
members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers weae ghren) 

Visitors of Jails at Dian-Dtim. 

*24. Babu 8UK LAL NAC: U) Will the Hon'lde Member in 
charge of the l*olitical (dails^ Department Ik» |dea.setl to .slate— 

(i) the names of the \i>itors of tin* thrtM* jails at Dum-Dum: and 

(ti) the (Littvs on whi<h they xisited their res|H*clive jails during 
.lanuarv to Jul>, 19 ^ 2 ? 

(/>) Is any memher of the ilengal lA*gislativ»* Council a visitor of 
the said jails P 

(r) If the aiiHuer to (h) is in the negati\e, are the (Tovertiment 
cotisidi*! ing the ttdvisiihilit\ of ap|s>iiitiitg some meniU*rs of the Bengal 
Iiegislative ('ouncil as visitors of the sahl three jails P 

MCMiER in ohargs of POLITICAL (JAILS) OEPARTMENT 
(tlM Sir Provifh OlitiiNlir Mittsr): (ot (C Cp to 17 th July» 

1932 , the following gentlemen were visitors of jails at Dtim-Dum: — 

I, Dum-Dum SjuMial Jail — {W liaju Hhu|iendni Namyan Sinha 
Bahadur. M.ur,, ( 2 ) Balm Manujendra Nath Datta. ( 3 ) Babu 
Namyun Das Kar. 

n. l)iiin-l)um Additional Sjwh'UiI Jail — ( 1 ) Babu Aniiada Prasad 
Mitni, and ( 2 ) Babu Nnrendni Nath Sen.' 

ill. Dum-Dum Het^ond Additional Special Jail < opened in AprtL 
] 9 tTJ)— None, 
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Fnm ISth July, the followtnip {r^ilieiueii Are vij»itor« oi IImi 

ikree Special JaiU at Ilum-Diun — 

^i) Bahu Prnfulb Kumar (liihn, 

^2) Maul\*i MalutiiitiKul Sauiliitunah. M.i .i . 

(JU Balm Paiirhii (f«»|ial (liukntv»rti, 

{4) Balm Saihija Lai Lhataiji. 
if}) Mr, A. K. lairkhart. 

From fMh No\i'ml.or, tho follt»wnifr are vi<ii!ora 

for Division I |»rij<4in#r.H ; 

(H Balm IVaftilla Kumar Utiha. if.r.r. 

(2) Dr Piovat Ch. nulla S<*n. M.ii., M.w \.s. 

(it) No won* pai<l 

(/i) Y(«. 

DiH*H not arine. 


Smjift Subhis Chandri toee^ 

*2S. Or. AMULYA SATAN CHOSE: «o Will tliu iloirhle Mem- 
l>er in diar^o of thi* Politual D«'|sirtiiu*ut Ik* jJoaMiHi li» Hlato in W'hirh 
gttnatoriuin Sj. SuKlia** (lunulra will Ijo pliireil for hi** treut- 

ment after ihi* i Iom* of the Bhouali Kaiiatonuni in Dermnln^r next?^ 
(6) An* the (iovornnifiit lonmtlonnjif tin* ilomnihility of takinif 
for Air. Bo*w*’k iuliiii*»^iiin into tin* .failul»|mr Hiinatoriutii for triMitnieiil 
until tin* Bliowali Hanatoriuni ii*-o|k*ii«* in ManhJ' 

milSER in charge of SOLITICAL DESASTMENT (the Hon^ble 

Mr. W. 0. R. Rrentioe): Lo No inforniiition hiw vet UfK*n rereivetl 
refrurdiu^ tin* Kaiuitorinin to whirh he will b* Kent after the cIok** of the 
Bhowali sanatorium on the loth Ibeemher, 19.T2. 

(h) The deeision in thin matter d<K>« not rest with the IrH’al (lovem- 

ment. 


Banehliali end dufttiidder tell aUdlene in ChIttaMBrii;. 

ns. Heii lAOl AHMED CHOWOHURYl rn) Will the IWbla 

Member in ^harire of the Irrijration DejKirlmenf b* to stale — 

(i) in how many plai*es toll Mtations ha%'e b^efi estaldiahfHl on tb« 
benks of the nvers in the diitrhl of • 

(ft) whether there in any toll st.ition in the ( «»xb Baaar subliviahm f 
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{U&iH Not., 


(b) If ibe answer to (a) (it) is in the uegntive, what are the reasons? 

(c) What i» the neseamty for ontahlishing the toll stations? 

(d) Are they intended for exeavatin^r khals? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^hle 
Member Im? pleased to state for purposes of excavation of what khals 
the toll stations of Banskhali and Julkudder have \ieon established on 
both the extremes of the natural hhal? 

ij) Are the flovernmeiit coiHiderinjf the desfrability of withdrawing 
the said two toll stations of dulkudcWr and Hanskhuli? 


MEMBER in oharge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hofi’blo AlhtilJ Sir AbMkorim Chuzinvi): (o) (0 At Boalkhali, 
Indrapole, Ohandkhuli, Sikalbaha, Murali, Bnnskhali and Julkudder. 

(ti) No. 

(h) Because there are no navigable channels maintained under the 
Canals Act in th(‘ (V>x’s Bazar 8ulM]ivisir>n. 

(r) The toll stations have been establislyLul by the district Imard to 
collect the tolls on navigtible channels whi<h it maintains. 

(d) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 

(f) No. The two toll stations rt'ferred to an? situated on the 
Kimiracharu channel, which togidher with some other navigi»ble chan- 
Dels in Chittagong district is niaintained by the distinct Intard. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(MMwen to which were Uhl on the table) 

Lelttrf of BHemit and Btato pHaonora. 

7. Dr, AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: ia) Will the Htm^hle Member 
in charge of the Bolitioal Department l>e (deoMMl to state whether he 
is aware of a general complaint amongst the State priacmers end 
d^ienua and their relations and friends about the inordinate delay in 
the I'enstmng ftUd passing of their letters in the S.B, and LB. offioeef 
{h) If so. are the Government ixmsidering the desirability of point* 
ing out to the officers concerned the necessity of speeding up the 
cenadring and jmssing of the letters of the d^teniui and the State 
piiaonera? 



ADJOVlUrirEKT MOTION. i# 

^ HaoW* Mr. W. 0 . R. RRtNTiOlt (a) Prom Um* to tinw 

ciwnpiainU are m'fived, bwt OovomiueDt «iv not nwaro tW 
fiteli roiD|:4aint» are m fftnimi! aa h by t1ui« qu«>4ition. 

(b) From time to time (Government have ini|»i^»i*Nefl on officer# the 
nece«ai(y of havinjr thin work done an quickly un ih iRMaible. 

NON^FnClAL MEMBERS* BUSINESS. 

Adjottnifiitiit molioii* 

Mr. tYAMAPRO$AD MOOKiRJEE: Ssr, nmy I ask for leave to 
move a motion 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Mr. M<M*kerjw% please re«uti»»* your aeat. 

(The member re*<umeil H«.4it.> 

Mr. Mookerj<H« Imx t^cnt in notue of a motion, n; . that tin* huMinea# 
of the Houmc do «tiin(i niljoiiincd to i oiHidei a definitf' mutter of uiffeni 
public iinportnnre, n: , lli# situation ariHitifr out of the uiuimin^ aUIo 
of health of Srijut Snbhas t'handra lh»m» and Srijiit .1, M. Sen tfiiptn 
now detained as Stale prisoners under Uejrulution 111 of IHIH, the 
intensity of puhli< opinion in the mutter Iwinp: amply evident in th© 
re<'ent Town Hall nieetinfj. 

In there any ohjeition to leave beiii^ ^rutiled for rnovinfr thin 
motion Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr M<H.ke rjee, I imiv take if. has the leave 
of the House to move his motion. As le^oirds the time, I Ahould like 
to Hear what the 1/euder of tlie Hoiom* has jfot to say. I »‘hould 
jnyeelf like this adjournmeul motion to he taken up at 0 p.m, to-iliiy. 
I hope memliers will tiMipi’rate aith me in seeinjir it that ih© 
dtiamiMion on the «pe<'ial motion of Mr. Hose i« fininhed liefore th© 
prayor adjournment, and then we can iret on with the adjournment 
4iaoiioti of Mr. Mcmkerjee, 

TIm Hmi’W# Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir. an you 
have been pleatucNii to hj; the diac uaaion on the adjournment motion of 
Mr. Mookerjee to-day. I might aubniit two poiiit«. 

(Here the Hon'ble Member waa inaudible from the Teportera’ table.) 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Bui aince I have fixed the date» it atanda to 
retaoti that the hour tliio mu*t be fixed; otberwiae^ the point at iaiu# 
viU he abiOhitely indefinite. If the motion in token Up at 6 o’clock, 
ire mm diaeua* it until S o’clock thia evening. 
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Tht Hon’IMt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER s Well, an3r1iow, 

we must finish by 8 o’clock. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I fix 6 o’clock as the time for beginning the 
discussion of the adjournment motion. 


An Upper Chimber for this provinoe. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: Sir, may I have your pertnission to move my 
special motion in a slightly modified form?' I want to delete the last 
four words, viz., ^S-onstituted on non-communul lines.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT • Yes, you have my permi.ssion to do so. In 
that case, [ Unnk tiie amendments to this motion ihmmI not be moved. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: Sir, I beg to move the resolution that stands in 
iny name in a sliglitly amended form, ri:., “This (’otincil refjuests the 
Government of Heiigal to communif ate to the (io\ eminent of India and 
His Majesty’s Government in Kngland the opinion of thi.s Council that 
in the new constitution that is shortly gfung to be establi.slied in Bengal, 
the provincial legislature should 4’onsist of tno chambers, instead of 
one, the Upper Chamber t4) be the real House of Klders.” 

Sir, we are on the e\e of a new* < •ou'ititution, and I find it my duty 
to put forwaril the suggestion that there shoubl be an Upper Chamber 
in Bengal. My reasons are many. 

Under the system of dyanhv, now* prevailing, the question of 
Second (Chambers did not arise (as the Lothian Committw^ have said in 
paragraph 87t), page 149, of their re|)orl), be<au.se the Councils wer© 
responsible only 4»ver a very limited sphere. But with the decision 
that there should now* be established responsible government — autonomy 
in the proviio'es — the t|uestion has laHome one of (mstdentble import* 
aiice. In other words, so long as there was a real and substantial 
('htH'k on the powers and functions of tlu^ provincial (\mncils, so long 
as there was what I might call an external check, there was no need 
for a revising chnmlier. But now that our powers are going to bo 
considerably enlarged, now that external rhe<‘ks are to lie remoTod, wo 
must have tntermd checks, checks in the legislature itaelf, provided by 
the crt^nliou of an U pper House. 

8*K» p.m. 

Na‘Xt, the present power of veto by the Governor over the l^giolatutw 
i» a source of irritalion to the people. When our power* are going lo 
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be » eyetem af provimtml auUmomy, the power of veto ie 

likely to be *^(ie more exteosive uii!e>«jit there be n hii^nd ChembeTt 
To prevent netnlie^M frielioii anti utipleattantnettfi resulting: from the 
Oofenior*«i veto tihe exerriite of which will Ik* likely to lie more fr«k|iient 
with the exttnrtioii of power of a ttiiiirle rhatii)ier)„ there iiinitt be n 
8iH*ond Chamber. Our de^iire m to reduce the power of veto a« muob 
aa poaaible (4t> that tlit» (iovernor will he in a pt»j«ilion aniiloiroiiH (o the 
King ill Kriglund. 

third groiiiul far urging the I'fttuhliMhnient of an l'p|M!»r i'haittber 
ie the tr«*nietuiouH «*\ten^u>ir <d the ehstorate projHi^rd. After the 
Hi^foniiM tile iiuiiiliai of \ot<UM in Ih^ngal roj^ii* to ii little over thirieeti 
laklij*. Now it iH proponed to ruifte the niinilHT to eighty lakhn. eo that 
eixteen p€*r ituit. <»f the total laipiilation in (UifntnehiMHl. Tlua 
treniendouH and Muhlen no reane \n inevitable and in a web'oine i*ign, but 
it reijuiren ^aridul waiihing. It nin> be that tfie niiddeti inrreaae of 
aix hundred per lent. iua\ lead to th»* eleition of iuun\ men of extreme 
viewn. HO tfiat it may be apiiridiended that htinty inet|uituble dikiiticine 
may be tiuuie b\ the Coutinl 1 want to make it ipiite clear that 1 ant 
not opposed to tin* exten-iion of the franebme. I w«*leonie it un a move 
in tbe rig^ht direition flat an I naid, it ref|Uiren eareful watebing. 
further. It in well known that the lower the fraiiehine. the greater in 
the eluim e of \uter^ beini* tarried awav h\ guntn of etiiotinn. They 
are likelv to be nwept oti then fet*t , the\ ait* pione to fitn td Mentiment 
W'bii b tt*mp<iiai il\ < himi tlu*ir vision. Tbin m at onee the glory and 
the wtvikiK’sn of deinoeraev — glorv, an it imt^n to heightn of noble 
emotion, wi*aknen%, an it !o*»en night of otbei etinnideratiotiM. Now an 
I pper lloune in hk»*lv to foim a rhiM k— a lireak w ater- ngainat theae 
atiddeii ntttriiin, niHli)(>ii tahil wave**. 

Thun on the groiiitdn net ftutb above, it w’ould npjM;*ar reaaonfthle 
wad proper that there nboubl U* an rp|HT (’huinber in Itengal, I there^ 
fore aanert that in llengiil under the new ('ormtitution. there imiat be an 
Upper iloutk*. 

Now, thin In fiillv HupfHiitt*<i bv the hintoiv f»f nil nviljnetl eouniiiea 
in the worlil — eountriea far ii»or»* tleiuorratit than llerigal- eotintriea 
with adult an IT rage. 

In liepubliean Franr^e, the home of lilierty. fraternity and erjttality, 
there in aa we ail know a biHi*ameiiil legialatiire eonaiatiag of tbe Henaie 
and Chnmbera of I)t»putiea. In America, the rentral governmeiit 
ciata of the Senate and Houa<> of Uepre«k*Dtativea, 1 deairc* to call 
particular attention to the lonn* in Ainerii'a, of tbe State Oovernmetitii, 
as America, the liome of liberty, with iU various »iate# t« a prototype 
of the propoaed FerJeration of India. Aa we all know, there are forty- 
aigbl aiaieti making up tlie union, each erne having a legialature^lwaya 
imnaiatiiig of two Houiiea, the amalJer called the Senate, the larger 
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utually called the Houee of BepreeentativeB. It is Interesling to note 
the fact that when the states framed their constitution, some tried to 
go on with a lef^islature of one House only. But these states (three in 
number) all gave this up in favour of two Chambers. As Bryce in his 
famous work *‘The American Commonwealth'^ says — I qhote his very 
words — ‘‘Now, however, the need for tw'o Chambers is deemed an 
axiom of political science, being based on the belief that the innate 
tendency of an Assembly to become hasty, tyniiinical, n.^eds to be 
checked by the ccw^xisteiice of another house of ecjual authority. The 
Ameri(*uriM re.strain their legi.slutures by dividing them, just as the 
Homans restrain their executive hv suhstituliiig two (’’onsiils for one 
King,” 

In the Dominion of Cunadu there are tw’o (> ham hers in the centre. 
In two provinces there are two Cliumhers in i*arh. 

In the Commonwealth of Australia, the home of a very* democratic 
community with adult suftruge, the Federal Parliament consists of two 
Houses. In eu(h of the five out of the six component states, there are 
two Chambers. 

In the Union of Smith Africa, there are hwo Houses. 

Further, in every unitary state of Furope, theie are two Chambers. 
Turning to the post-war states, we find tin* remarkable fact that tho 
custom of the older states of having two Chambers has been almoat 
invariably followed. In the (f<*nimn Uepulilii*. the legislature consists 
of two ('hambers. The Prussian Hepiiblif* has two Houses, as also the 
Australian Uepublic and Hungary. 

I wisli to draw attention to the reiiuirkubb* constitution of couutriea 
which are so much talked of in Iniliu — the Irish Free State and Soviet 
Htissia. 'Fhe Irish I'ree State Legisbiture by the Act of 1922 is com- 
pom‘d of tw'o Houses, a Chamber of Deputies and u Senate. Even the 
Union of Soviet Sm ialisl Hepublii s (Uussin) has adopted the bi-i'ameral 
principle. 

From a brief examination of various countries all over the world, wo 
find that there is invariably an Upper House, as a safeguard or ehe<’k. 
Thi* is «o, whether the state is unitary or is made up of a bundle ot 
atatea or a Finleration , whether it Ih» an alrsolute or a limited monarchy 
or republic. This remarkable common feature is not the result of a 
mere accident, but something due to fundamental causes, as explainod 
by eminent iiolitical philosophers like Bryce, Walter Bagehot, Jolm 
Btuari Mill, Henry Sidgwick, I.»ecky and others. As Mill said, a pemm- 
neat majority in a single assembly easily becomes despotic if released 
from the necessity of getting the consent of another bouse and the same 
reason which induct^ the Homans to have two Consuls makes it deair- 
able that (here should he two Chambers; so that neither of them way 
he axpoaed to the corrupting infiuence of undivided power. 
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in a tiac'oiKi rliainWr, in of opinion ilml it i# 

toirmtile that the two Huusoii «ltoul<i Ue oloctod on diferont pitim in 
foapoot of tho <*xtont of renawal and duration of powom, ao that tho 
lower chambi^r hein^ chonon for a comparatively short period may inoro 
freahly reHet't the opinions of the majority of the elei t orate and the 
Senate ele<*ied for a much lon^r )>erttKl may W able to withstand the 
tnduenre of any puiisin^ ^runt of (mpular passion or sentiment. 

To sum up» a eon.siderutiou of the ronstitutiou of the various state# 
all ovt*r the worhl sh<w»-« the iicHessity of a «‘ouiitei|M>ise to deniorratio 
fervour, of the safety uhuh lies in sofH»r second thoUfrhts, of the 
advisability of ehe< k»on hasty aiol ilbeotisidered leiri'^httioii^ of the value 
of an apjM»al from Thilip drunk to Philip sober. The faets briefly 
enumerafeti above, I maintain, eomlusively establish the proposition 
that no im{H)rtan( s(ati\ uhafever its form and ffoveriiiiient, whether 
federal or igutarv, nionairhnal or republieiiti. whether the ronstitiitioii 
l»e flexible or njrid, is without a Senmd t’hamher, Uislorv shows us 
that thr»*e of the jrreate^t of tlie modern states uetuully tried the 
cxjK^riment <d a Sitiffle t’hainber h'n^laiid, France and the Fniled 
States, but afterwards ^xa^c up the exjierimefit. If has been shown 
alaive that Ft'cleral Stutes^like Amenta and Australia have two ('ham* 
lHs*rs, not only in the centre hut in the piovimes as well. 

Now a few- woid'^ about lht‘ character of the Fpper House for 
Benfcal. I want to make it < lear that 1 cjo not want anyth in^r like tho 
House of lamls, u House filliMl with hercMlitary nobility who are always 
averw» to projtrr«*ss, a House w hit h is the abmle of the diehards. We 
want in the House an aristoc rac y of mtelleet, men of ediieation and 
eifK»rienee in the service* of the state, men represent in^r the j^-reat soeial 
and industrial interests in the rountrv, men of stiflieienl strenj^th to 
avoid the evils wlueh mitrht possibl> flow from the uneherked power# 
of an uutot ratie I,ower (’hamber. The Lower House* in an uutonomoua 
provinee, to m\ mind supplies the motive force, the enj^ine power ao 
nti^^mary for prof;fress. The Fpp^'r House, profierly constituted, will 
aerve as a brake to eberk clan^^erous speed. 

It is not necessary for rue here to #five any details as to how ihia 
Upper Chamber is to 1m* roust it ii ted, nor it is iic*e«ssary for me to disemaa 
here the relation Wtweem the two Houses, Ireyond stating that, in my 
opinion the I^»wer House must Ik* the predominant one and should hav# 
tho iole power to initiate money bills; and that in other respect#^ 
the relation should lie mufatu muUtndti that reeommetided as lieiwetii 
th# Upper and the Ixiwer ('hainliers of the Federal legislatures in 
paragraphs '4(M2 of the Federal Structure Coinraiitee's Third Report* 

1 want this Upper House to be constituted on truly national line# 
with repreientalioiii of various interests in the Btate-"«du(hittOfi, 
eoMnneree^ industry, labour, capital, etc,, and not of communal intere#te. 
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Sir, it may be aeked if there in a central Coidft^ of State, why 
aboubi there he an Upper Chamber in Benjfal. The answer i» obvious. 
The Central Legislature will deal exclusively 'irith federal subjects. 
We want an Upper House to deal with Bengal matters, Ib ngal laws 
and Bengal needs, to help in the framing of suitable legislation for 
Bengal. Now can this possibly be done by a Central Upper Houael^ 
This is tlie reason why in large Federal States with very populous and 
large provinees, there is almost invariably an Upper Chamber. If 
France, with a population of -{llA millions has two Houses, if countries 
far smaller in area and population ha\e Upper ftouses, cannot Bengal 
wit!» its M) millions of people, an Empire by itself, ask for an Upper 
Housed 


It has been said by some of niv friends that an Upper Chaml>er is 
Ufidemocratic. I would ask them (arefully to study tlie history of other 
countries. 


DemiK'i'acy is tlie breath of my nostril, for I have been born and bred 
a demcKTut. It is because I am a demcMTat, it i.s liecause I intensely 
believe in democratic (bmonment and want its sm cess in Bengal that I 
ask for an 1 p|)er (Miamber, I want to fh» awa^’ with all ext«*rnal ( ontrol. 
With tlu* considerable <*xpunsioii <if power 1 want power of self-control, 
pi»wer of self-determination, power to ilo justici* to all interests in the 
State. I believe that for the success of Ibovincial autonomy, it is 
essential that tli(*re should be a Sei oimI Uhamber. 

I tberef(U*e hopt* that this House will ac^ejit the priiieijde of an 
Upper Uhumlier for Bengal, 


p.m. 

MauM ABDUL KARIM: I li.e to opp< »H(> the resolution. In 
these du>s when tluue is an insistent demand lor fliuiim^ralic institu* 
tiuus, a proptisul for the eHtahlisluiicnt ol an Upp^T ('hamWr is a 
retrograde imive, Ha\iug for some time a meml>er of auch 

Chumher. the ('oum il of Slate, I am not unaware of its tsmiposition 
and working. We have not got from any (piarter the slightest indica- 
tion as to what the pn»jM»sed (^haml>er would Ih» like, W<»uld it be a 
repliea of the British House of Lords, wiiieh has outgrown its utility, 
and for the abolition of which, in spile of its age-long traditions, there 
is persistent agitation y Would it W sonietbiiig like the Indian Council 
of State, wbieb is domiitated by the repM*senta lives of the titleil and 
lanilfnl aristiHTai'y and capitalist.s, ami is thus the negation of demo- 
oraeyy Thmigh intended to W n revising bcaly and to sen*e as a cheek 
on hasty legislation, instances are not wanting of the olistructlons of 
useful measures that were not in the particular interests of those who 
ttsually*^ eWt and mmtinate tnetiiW^rs to this Chamber. In a ptovtneo 
like Beniral the estaklishment of an t'Dfier Chamber. I need hardlv aov. 
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wotiM W nMM^^^irimetitiit to the iui4^reiiiii of the bulk of )t« pooplo* 
Wiihbiit knowiiig th<» i^ntititution and tho real futielioita of iho prorbi* 
eial Upper ChainWr, it would l>e t^oimdliiog like fiiirninif a blank choqoo 
to afn*oe to it#* lM»infr e^tablijihed. 1 am not <|uite certain that the 
mover of thif resolution has loU roufuseil Federal tloverniiient in other 
cmintries o'ith it-* federating*- units. Federal tM»verntn»*nts, as a rtild, 
have tw'o (^hunilH'rs, but roiiHtitutiotis eorrespondiu^ tt» that of our 
provincial administration, puierallv have only one ('huiiiWr. 


Under the Iteform Si-heine «»f ndministrution, Hlti<'h is at present 
operating, a Idle an 1 p|H’r (‘hatnl»er wa** i'^tabiishtNl i»t the i entre, it 
wa» not thought aeti,H^r> to Imve Hindi rhainbers mi the provim^. 
Might I inquire what has happened in the nuMiiititae to justify the 
cetablishtnent of stn h ('Iminbers in the provincen under the new con- 
etitutionh Tin* iNinjub and the Assam Leu-islnliie (\>uneilK threw out 
proposals ^iir Sei-ond ('hainlw*rs m those proMiices, and Madras, I 
understand, has tie* ided not to haii* such a (’haniber. What is undesir- 
able fur these jirovinee'^ h undesirable for Bengal also. It is only in 
the United i’roviiK'cs, (he stronghold of lainled aristtHTucy , that the 
proposal for a Si*i ond Ulunnber has been anepted. 

Ihuigul is pre-eiiijioMitfv an ag^ricullural proMfue, where (be intereaU 
of (be tillers of the soil really 4 4Uistitnte (be interests of the country. 
Should anything be done that would je<»purdise those interests^ Higher 
fratn hise for tfie Ujiper Uhainber would, as a rule, prccUnh* people of 
moderate means, who form the uiuioiiiv id the intelligentsia, from 
finding a place in it, and the result will be tfuit measures beneficial to 
th«* ansttwratic and lapitalistn ibiHses, but prejiidicinl to (be ninssea, 
vroitld always find ready supfMirt 

Deprived, as Bengal has been, of the income from some of her moat 
lucrative sources it wumld Ih» difficult for her to l>ear (he btirtlen of 
maintaining two lostly Chanihera. 

As regards the <’onsti(ution of tln^ Upper ('humlHT. in the existing 
circumstam es 1 < aniiot think of a basis other than communal on w hich 
auch a Uhaniber can be constituted. The Frimc* Minister's assurance 
in the statement on the comiiiunul award (hat the *‘cornmiutal halancre" 
will not lie disturbed in any provincial Second Uhaifilw*r, suptMirts this 
view. The present (’ouncil of Stat * has lieefi constituted on a com* 
munal basis, if its pr<*cedeiit is followed, any ulterior motive that 
there might la* for getting a Sec*»nd < 'handier would lie friistmted and 
dieillusionnient might come when it would he loo late. All theiie 
luipeeta of the question. I need hardly say. nsiuire most serirm* coll» 
ai deration. 

There is not much to be chosen brdween the ariatoemi# of one c^om- 
intinity and thoee of another. As a edaes they are wure to combine for 
the fnriliemnt'e of their own particular interests which, a# a rule, •cannot 
lie identiail with the ioterewts of the maaaea. 
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. 1 .. *» reserved fcr the Oovemw utd 

'ill»!^pitifill Ooverwinent will some revisory j,uris^tioii, I think 
there ^not be any justification for a provincial Sec® Chamber in 
Bekpils 


Rija RHUPENDRA NARAVAN 8INHA Baliadur, of Nathipur; 

express my thanks, n.y sincere thunks to him. for havi„,f .iven us an 
oppiirtuni y of ex,.ri.«si„K the views of the lumlhol.lers of Bengal abo«t 
the orma lon of «„ Ip.H.r Chamber in this Provin.e. The landholdj 

" 1 ^*”''“ ’ "" 7; "" '-M-ressed their 

Mews anil mulie their |M,sition clear on this point. In the very bevin- 

r'se,’,rrn .‘""'“'’'i"" recommended 

a Seiond Chamber in the province and also sent their memorial. It 

was justified on historiciil ^loiinds. As my friend bus observed, uni- 
enmerttl legislature bus already been tried in other places. If we iro to 
the liistorv of other countries we find that they have since found it 
necessary to establish a Second Chamber there. If we bmk into the 
histimy o other eo.intries like America and tJermnny we find that all 
of them have two Chamhers not only in the centre but also in the 
provmeial slates. In the post-war constitution of the Irish Stale they 
have also ailopted it ; so there cun Is- no doubt as i„ the success of thia 
form of leKislaluie in this country. At the lime when we s.-nt in our 
recommendation eertain members expressed the view that there miirht 
H, some motive Is-hind it. But I ,d«d to say they have now come 
to atrree with ns after thinkiiijf over the matter carefully. As rcKarda 
our province 1 imiy say that the (iovernnient as a whole recommen-leil 
reia constitution. All the Knropeiin members of the Round Table 
Confereiiee handed by Sir Hubert Carr representing India also recom- 
mended this. If I may Im. permitted to <|Uole a few lines from his 
h(!f IMA id aet folio WN ; — 


*‘The point Iuia fm|U«‘iitly inmit* find npedn no further el&bora. 
ticin, that in any constitution. »nd partic ulnrly in a t-ounlry whem 
demoeratio instituVoiUM are not fully develoiMNl and established, it is 
,«*treiiiely deHirnble that the who stand to lofce most by rivil 

uaresi should lie ad«juat.*ly represented in the lefri^latures It may 
be doubted whether anywhere demorratir elertoratee have shown 
rnffideni willinfrnc^ss to eleel to purely popular assemblies hi|^y 
•ducateil and experienced men who are neither able nor willing to 
make a purely eleiticmeering apjieal to the imafrinatton of the mnsaet. 
It is surely dssimble that ejr«admiuistrators, eurojudjores, eminent pro- 
feasors, Inrpe landholders and persons prominent in work of social 
Uplift^ should have an oppoHunity of contributinp their share to iko 
wmktiiir of the ronstituiions” 
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1 un to know, Sir, tlmi tlio Kiiii>peiin comniiiiiitjr 

with thii* vi«*w. Ah rogartls the ftpw^ch made hy 
Karim, 1 CAimot uiulorntand how he ran nay that he rannot expriMili|^j 
viewM ttnlenn he known exactly what the tHnintitutioii will W. In ilml 
erne it in the Premier who nlmuld lie anktHl to huv what the eomititiltton 
will be. But that in not (he cane. They have anktHl the (lovemmetii 
to nubmit their memoranda and viewn and according; to that w'e hare 
Mubmitted it and an almitter of fact, in the fimt UoumI Table Ctmiereiice 
it had been adopted but it wa?i imt finally M»lfled yet. My friend Mr. 
B<Me haa brouf^ht "forward thi«« motion in thin ('ouncil in order to 
inform the British Ibirliuinent that we ntill hold the principle of a 
Second (’hamber. 1 wmild jimt « bwe iiiv remark'* by ijuotin^ one 
paHHaj[?e from Bryce. Bi v » i* ha** -^aKi that one Chamber ih tcM» little to 
etore the htiowled^fe. wi>d(un and experience which a (ountrv ikihioomwhi. 
Thi» in the view which Benpd lia*. already expreHMol ujain thix matter 
and will Htick to it to the last. 


Maulvi ABUL KAIEM: S.r. I would have gladly and wiilinffly 
•upported my friend Mr.* Bom« if he hud hroiii^ht forw'ard a rewdtition 
for the (SUHpeiHifui of all let^i^lalure** in the country for some time to 
come. But a.H it ih, I am afraid I cannot sup{N>rt him in his motion. 
Not lieiiif; a student of ron^titut tonal history, it was very difficult for 
me to follow hi« sja^ech on this queHtion. BroaiUy speakinK', ^ <tn 
uncultured layman I fimi that his inuiri argument for the eiitahlifihiitent 
of a Second (/hamlier in (his province is that there should lie a check on 
*he vairaries of the Ixiwer House I wa,H under the impreMiou that a 
man brought up as a democratic held that the Betrislative (kiuneil, at 
it in and an it will lie un<ier provincial Autonomy, would lie iioliar, 
aagacioui and repreH4»ntative of (he jw^iple and (hat the majority of them 
would work for the pwal and advancement of the peopl.*, But that, Sir, 
in a delusion, for f now understand that the I^^irislaitve Council, aa conii- 
titutinl or as it will lie ron.stituted later on, is likely to do Ihinga which 
will ffo a^raimit the interest of the people of Ben^^al. The second arjfu- 
ment that has been brought forward is ihai. althoufch the Government of 
India Act of 1919 g^ve the franchise to a very large numlier of people, 
tluit number will be very largely increased in the next c«initituiioa ni|d 
that will constitute a very great danger. I thought, Sir, that dtmo* 
Oftcy meant that every man should have a vote, (hat is, adult sufrafe. 
lltNr we are told by our nationalist friends that the smaller the i}«nli* 
ieations of voters, the larger wuli l>e their numlwr and so greater ike 
dnngir to Ibe people of the pivivince (sarcastic cries of *iibeml viewii*'), 
9%en, Bir, I find that the objHHl of the Se^'ond Cbattiber is to curtail 
Hie powers of His Excellency Ih.? Omemor. Wbyf Hnder tbs present 
emietituitott the Governor has the right of veto in many matiefs. My 
Irieod Mr. Bose says that we do not want the Governor to fifei t 
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veto, ile wants a Second Chamber — House of Real Elders — who will 
have the privile^^e of checking, and exercising this power of veto. Sir, 

I do not know much of hi»tor>'. But I find that there is no country in 
the world where tha King or the representative of the King has not 
the right of veto ; so the right of veto must always rest with the 
(lovemor of the province. He and he alone should shoulder tliat 
resp^insihility. My friend wants that this responsibility to a vdS^y 

large extent should he shifted to an Upper (.'humber. But how does 

he conclude that this Upper (.’hairiWr will not Iv as irresponsible and 
as likely <*oiiinnt hlunders us the l/ower one!' He says that he doe# 

itot want a replica of the House of I»rds in England. But he does 

not tell us what the Upper Chamber should l>e, and how it should be 
constituted. He has given us some idea that it should form the 
aristocracy of the intelligentsia of thin <ountrv but he has imt told us 
how' to ehM’t this intclIigtoitHia of the ({luiitry; I believe perhaps 
it will be hy the graduates (»f the Univei>ity of t'ahulta. But. in 

that case, I think, the T'pper Chamher will consist of gjaduates only, 
elected by the senior gruduatch of the Calcutta Umver^ity and nolnuly 
else. My friend wants representatives of lalK)ur, cd capitalists, f)f 
m.U'cliants, of trudcis. of comiiieKcs etc., to !>• there. Sir, so long this 
eonstitutional (luestion has been disc ussed in this ccmntiy by Sir John 
Simon and his (Vimiiiission and l^ird liothian and hi*' ('Oinmittee and 
the Hound Table Conference, and the only thing that we could gather 
from reading their reports is that the Bengal Eegislativc^ Council in 
future will consist of representatives cd the zamindars, <d merchants, 
of lalM)ur and cd evetybody else, wlioni Mr. Bose has mentioned. In 
thot c'use, Sir, 1 ask what will the difference between th.‘ Ixiwer 
and Upjwr (duimbery I know theie is a feeling, and 1 myself slMWe 
that feeling, that the eleetioiN and elective system and a responsibii 
form of (lovernment in tins country will take Muue time to settle 
itself, and I also recognise that there may la* occasions when we may 
c<imiint blunders in this House. But I cannot see that the remvHly 
lies in having an Cppei Chamb. r ; the lemeds shmild rather lie wit||^ 
the Oovernor wdni Is the n’presentati\e of the Sovereign. He muitt^ 
have that resjKmsibility and discharge his dut\ with regard to it. It 
is no business cd ours to share that ies|KmsibiIity with him or 
relieve him cd that i‘e.s|s>nsihility by the « ruction of an Uf^jpttlf 
Chamher. 

Sir, mention has Wu made cd Sir Hubert Carr and his stalemenU 
Imfore some tonferenre. I do not know' whether I am to eoiigratiilat# 
Mr. Bow* on his having secured the sup|M)rt of his European fiieiidi ’ 
or to congratulate iny Kuro(ieaii friends on their having obtainad 
tba auppori of Mr. IVaie and his friends. Whatever it i*. it it 
oombtnaiion of Europeans and iiat}ouaH.sta which 1 very modi appro- ' 
aiata^ and 1 eongratulate lM>th parties, and 1 hope and trust that in 



r (TPflpSt C»AMRER. ' MT 

/ ‘ ^ ^ 

fvlitft tki^ will w(irk bund in hand in f?o-o|»«ratiott, and brinfr abnut 
iba iwmtitrnriioii or dittruplion c»f tha pm inc'a of Baniral ! 

^ Hn 4. N.,CUPTA: Sir, in to tba motion that baa 

baan an ably movwl tiy my frient! Mr* S, M. 1 mu»t firstt wm- 

IllfflbliiUto him on thi* UmrntMl )ii»«tort<'iil revmw with whirh h<* haa 
introdiimi the motion and tho (tiiiHtitiitituial ar^uiimtitH wliirlt haa 
advanrini in favtmr of a S4Mond ('h«iiiU»r in llerijrul. Hi* has shown 
that in (‘ountiics tnoa* advuni'rd and inoit* rdinattMl than Ihoiiiral, 
bf^ntiin^ with thn fnnn-* of all Parliunii'iitai v institutions, (iroat 
Britain itsidf, niHi»!w*ity Ims UaMi fouinl for a SimhumI (MiamlM»r and in 
Rome iMHintrios ♦*v»*n afliT an l•\|M*rt!llont has lii*f»n mudo with on# 
Chaiuh<*r c»nly it ha«* I «‘i'n found mni^rtHarv to sti|>oriiii{MHi* a SifH'ond 
Chnnitwr. Sir, I d<« not winh to fallow him in his historirai survay 
hnt I woulj ronfino m>si>l( r.nlv to hriidly Htatmjjr tin* vii*ws of (h# 
dtffmnt authoritif»s who havr cxamiitiHi this i|U»‘Htion from (ha |M»int 
of vi<»w' of an Indian lonstitution. \s is wi*ll known, in tlia Monta^* 
Ohalnisfortl KrjM»rt this nuostion was oxnmitmd, Imt tho authors of th# 
H#|K)rt wen* not aide to ( oitie to a findin|/ that ti Si*«*ond ('hnmher wan 
liefesHary bu the jirovitu'^ The reasons wdinh were then iidviinml 
W#r#, firsfls, that it ma\ not he iMissihle to find a stiffirienf niiittlier 
of Huitahle nil'll for a Seeoud ('haiiilier: seiondly, the i|Uestion of 
fitiani^ had to he ronsideied, and. <hirdl\ - ami that \iiih (otisoiered to 
b# fhe really most sermus ohjeefion it was apprehended that a Seioiid 
Chamher wmild he c'om|N>«ed of men who would have vested ititer#Kta 
like the hinde<l uriMoeraiy, who mipht stand in the way «»f any demo- 
crmiie leffhilution whirli the flower HouMe itnirhf like to initiate. Thin 
T»«# was a^ain examined hy the Simon (*om mission and then they 
fo the lomlusion — it wa** a divided eonelusion— that for nitmy 
Wfijfhty refi‘*i>nH it was neeessary <«» have a Siiond ('hainle*r, thouifh 
there weie M»me ineiol»ei>« who w*‘re opiKi-^ed to this view. I W'ould 
briefly state how' the jw»sition has shifted sinie then and why these 
iXgttmeiits whirh then prevailed should not earrv as mmh weijrht 
"Ifew as they did then. I nii^hf us well state that on examininft 
preaent eonditions leith the l^iH'al fioveniinent and fhe f jovernmeiit 
India have stniu^flv supjwuted a Seiond (’haiiila'i foi llen^aJ. 
'^<vd«.v w*e here the interestiof^ speitaide of nti avowed nation- 

alist like mv friend Mr. Hose advm*nfin|f a Seiond f'hamlofr, 
Jprb«n*as my other friends who hu%’e not always been nf evert 
i^opieucms for their iidvoeney of nationalism and demoiTatje insti- 
tntions, are very loud in running down the very idea of a Hesvmd 
Cbamber. Sir, the reason is not very far to seek. We are fttreil with an 
iiivmrd whit h*— as one of the leadinir papers, perhaps the most influenttal 
in ('ftleutta, pointed out the other day has laid down the eitttaii- 
Iniion of the lx»wer House on *‘an uiiashametlly*’ mmmnnal*hnm, 
IVlitt if now Mtmmry i« to try nnd derine ooine means by wbkb 
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ibis communal a«pect of the conatitutioii as teflewiefl Loa^ 

House could at least to some extent be counW-pmsed hf an 
Upper Chamber to be formed on a more national and, if I may say 
• 0 , on a more rational basis. That supplies an answer to my friend 
Mr. Abdul Karimas question why a Second Chamber which was not 
considered necessary l)«fore should now be considered necessary. That also 
explains the opposition of my Moslem friends who are perhaps appre- 
hensive that they will lose the unfair advantag^e which they hate 
gained under the award. If we get men in the Upper Chamber wlio 
regardless of thair colour or creed could be selected for their ripe experi- 
ence, administrative experience and maturity of judgment, and whose 
viewpoint is likely to Im* somewhat different, somewhat more sober 
and more well balanced than that of the men who are likely to be in 
influence in the liower ChamW; will that not be a very great gipf 
Maulvi Abul Kasem has however argued that any |>owers which 
be necessary to check dangerous and hasty legislation by the Lower 
House, could l>e provided by the power of veto which w'ould be en- 
trusted to His Excellency the Oovernor. But will not His Excel- 
lency himself like that his action in such matters should have the 
support of a more experienced House y Would he not like to feel 
that he was at least carrying with him the opinion of another Chamber 
when he was vetoing the ac tion of the (^junciiy Again from the point of 
view of the nationalists themselves will it not be a great gain if we 
have a Second Chamber, which need not necessarily always oppose 
every action that the Ismer House might take? If the Upper House 
supports the l/>wer House wdll not His Excellency the Governor find 
much greater difficulty, and will he not lender very carefully before 
he opposes the united view’s of both IfouHes? So even from the purely 
nationalist view' also, regard being had to the actual conditions which 
we will have to face, u Second ('hanil>er will not he a disadvantage, 
and I think fnmi every point of view it will 1 h* a great gain if, for 
the next stage at least, this province had a Second Chamber. 

4 p.m. 

The chief advantage will Im*. as I have already said, that such a 
measure might provide an antidote the ver>' undesirable communal 
aspect which has l)een introduced in the Communal Award announced 
by the Prime Minister for the new Constitution. I think I can plead 
with confidence to all sis'llons of the House, Europeans, Hindus and 
Moslems, to lay aside all ideas of communal or sectional gains and 
loseee and come to an amicable arrangement by which the undesirable 
communal tendencies in the Ix>wer House may be wrrected either by 
an Upper House or any other means. Sir, (h.» difficulty of st»etmag 
a sufficient number of members of a suitable and desirable class for tbs 
Second Chamber need not frighten us. I, for myself, think that we 
can get better men for the Upper House than for the Lower Houas. 
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il1i« ivtneiid objM^tion iiW is not v«>ry •sriottE. || t> msi nmmimry, 8ir» 
to }i««t a largo auuiWr of mm in the Hoeond Chatnbor; vo may kavt 
only 30 or 40 ineajl)«r«, two-think to elected and onedhird to ba 
nominated !>/ Government. Sir, on a conBiderution of all the aWv« 
faeta I am strongly of opinion that the Iloune should adopt thia moiton 
for a Second Chamber, at lejoit for iome time to come. 1 airongly 
tnpport the motion. 

Mr. R. N. REIOs' S^r, my object in intervening in ihti diaetiaato]i 
at thiH atage is to explain the attitude of <to%wninent as regards this 
important debate. *While Government aeh'onie the opportunity thus 
afforded to them of becoming acquainted with the opinion of this House 
on this extremely important t{uestiou. they have def'i<le<i (Hat, except 
fof the Indian Menilntrs of the Kxecutive ('ouncil and (he Ministers, 
who are fre<*to a('t as they wish, the oOicinl metnl>er» of the House shall 
take no part in the discussion. 

1 will run through the recent liistoiy* of this question very briefly as 
well as the opinions that have l»een expressed on it. 

The view’s of GoverntiKaii have l>een explained in various documents 
which have been published from time to time of late and have Ijeen made 
availai>le to tin* puldir. Though metnl^ers of thi« House are no doubt 
fully acquainted with them, yet it is {»erhtips worth while to re<?apitulate 
them here. First, there is the re|Mirt, which was written for the use of 
the Indian Statutory Coin miss ion, hy this Goveriiiiient on the working 
of the Ueformed C^mstitution iluring the rears 1921-27. In that report, 
the IxK'iil (fovernment expressed the opinion (hat a Swvmd Ohamlier 
would l>e a valuable pari of the (Tonstituiion as a means of obtaining the 
iqniiion of the more pnnlent and conservative element of the fXHiple of 
the country and as a means of preventing rash legislation. 

Mr. A. K. FAZI^UL HUQ: fhi a point of onler, Kir. If, accord* 
ing to Mr. Ueid, Government are nut taking part in the dtacmaaion, la 
tl Eaeeaaary fur Uie llon’hle Metnl>er to put forward a plea for the 
inaugtiration of a Second Chamberf^ 

Mr. ii^flifllOffllTs Strictly speaking it m not a point of order; 
but will you pleaae amplify your point? I do not see how yon or any 
one else is affected by the Hon'ble Member’s atateroent, 

Mr* A. K* Mfl^t My point is that by aitch diaaiaidoft 

he prejudices the views of the House. 

Mr. niittOtNT: Do you mean to say that the Honae it flol 
aware of the views of Governmeiitf Mf* Bild wta tbaipl^ 
mriberiBg lo Hie cmitMite a lepori whkdi are oommen hnowledgi, and 
fNilMipt you abo have lead Hial leporl. 



SIB UPPER CHAMBER. [25th Not., 

Mr. A. K. FAZL«UL NU«( Sir, Government mny have cbanfi^ed 
their mind in the meantime. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Reid merely ansured the House that save 
and except the two Indian members of the Executive Council and the 
three Ministers, other official members would not vote; but, he did not 
•ay that he would not reiterate the views of Government on the subject. 
In any case, it is not in the power of the Chair to prevent any member 
from exen ising his rifi^ht to vote in the normal cburse or to impose any 
restriction on the Hon’ble Meml)er in the matter ^of his speech, so long 
as he is within the Imunds of our rules and standing^orders. 

Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, my intention is merely to give a historical 
resume of the opinions that have been expressed recently, and I shall 
quote from documents which are for sale and available to the general 
public. 1 was going on to say that the Stati!tor>' Commission was 
unable to come to a unanimous decision on the subject, and, in fact, 
they did little more than state the arguments of each side. They did, 
however, agree on a separate alternati*ve proposal for securing legisla- 
tive revision in the shape of a small expert body before which legisla- 
tive proposals couhl )>!• submitted between the report and the third- 
reading stages. Then there was the Bengal Pn)vinciRl (''ommittee, 
which was appointed in pursuance of a resolution of this House m 
1928 to assist the members of the Indian Statutor>’ Commission, That 
Committee, with one exception, expressed it.self in favour of an Upper 
Chamber. Then, in their dispatch on the recommendation of the Statu- 
tory Commission, the Government of India gave their opinion that the 
arguments for a Sec’ond Chamber depended mu inly upon loc'ul conditions 
and they accepted the it»coniniendations which were then made by the 
Bengal Government that a Second Chamber was a suitable thing for 
this province. 

Sir, I have no doubt that students of that dispatch will recall that a 
Second Chamirer was re<‘ommended by the Governments of three pro- 
vinees, Bengal, the Uniteil ProvimTs and Bihar and Orissa. The 
other provinces, t.c., Madras, Bonilmy, the Punjab, the Central Pro- 
vin<^s and Assam recommended that there should he no Second Chamber. 

Then, the Gc»veruinent of Bengal expressed their views on the reooin- 
mendatioiis of the Statutory Commission in their letter of the Ibth 
August, 1980. Their opinion was divided, but it was decided, in 
expreesing their views, in the letter they wrote on the subject, to niaiii- 
taun the previous' decision in favour of a Second Chamber. GoTemment 
did not accept the alternative proposal, I have just mentioned, of the 
Statutory Conimisinon of setting up a small committee as an arbiter in 
e$m§ of difference of opinkm. 

!ni«n, there was the Bouad Table Conlerenoe* The Piwriiioial 
Constitutional Sub-Committee apparently accepted the iriew tlml tlmie 
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•iMmtii \m * S««oticl Chmaber in Bengnl. Tb^ recoaunnaM tbit in 
pttmnneii olli«r Umn Be&irAl, th<« IJnitad PromcM nad Biluur niid 
OriiM, a dmitioa to ineorponta • Saeond Cham bar m iha new Conalitu* 
tion ahould not be arrivad at until tha opinion in thfiaa provinaaa waa 
dainitaly in favour of it. 

Mora raaantly* tha IxhhI dfivammant had an opportunity of axpraaa* 
ing thair opinion in Fabruar>% 19<'t2, whan, in raply to a talagram fit>m 
tha Indian Franc hiaa Coninuttaa. it wag atatad that with ona axcaption 
iha mambara of Government were in favour of a Siw'ond Chatnbar. Tha 
Provinetal Franrhi»a Committee gave their opinion in March laat, and 
stat4?d that if a grcmp gygtem of voting wen* adopted, a Second ChamWr 
in Bengal wag nere*igurv. A minority of the Commit tee were in favour 
of a Second ('haiuUer in any rain*, and all of them cotiHiderad (hat a 
Second Chamber wag fengible. 

That, Sh, in brief, ig the recent higtory of the digcuagiona on thig 
question ag it would affect Uengal. Through<iiit, the attitude taken 
by Government hag Imhui, in g«‘neral, though not always unanimougly, 
favourable t<» the Second Chamber. Ag I gtateil at (he outset, Govern- 
ment welcome thin debate us a means of eliciting the opinion of (he 
memWrg of this CoutMil on a very ifn|>or(ant question. I think, how* 
ever, it would be prudent to observe that whatever the view may Ihi 
that ig expresstul by a majority of this Couiicil—and though that view 
will most certainly re<*eive the fullest coiisideration — it caimot in the 
nature of things be finally binding on thom» with whom the settlement 
of the teriiig of tiie new Congtitution in all its details will ultimately 
rest. 

Mr* W« 0* WOROiWOllTHs Sir, as I am ray mental constitution 
half Libera], three quarters Radical, and wholly Democrat, it aaems 
deairmble that I should explain why I welcome so unradtcal a proposal 
aa that put before us by Mr. Bose. The Liberal soul— I use the adjec. 
tive with a capital letter — usually admires in political institutiona only 
what proceeds from the dirwt vote of the people; it c<insideri the voice 
of the people aa the voite of G<k 1, and steadily refuses to admit that 
this identity may sometimes place the omnipotent in an embarraasing 
poaiikm. Bui even the Liberal mind must acknowledge that mankind 
in goneral needs and insists on Second Houses. There are a few exotp- 
tiotts however. Some of the new Kumpean fY>utitries have not yet 
worked out their political development » and of cviuntries in laittn 
AaMNrica San Domingo, t4»sia Rica, Panama and Honduras are c^ontont 
wtBi a aingle House. Bengal tomeiimes holds up other countriea as 
a model to .the English of what excellent things can be done in lands 
whore they nra not in control, but never in my time has any one held 
up to admiration Coeta Bica or Honduras as an exemplar. 

Why do men requtra a Second Chamberf Beoanee the expfrienoo 
ol afes has made mankind in gmieral more than a little dnbioiis about 
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the windoin and integrity of Lower Houses. Lower Houses may be 
swept by passion and panic. So of course may Upper. But if aot 
selected or elected in the same way as the Lower, they are not liable 
to be swept by the same passions at the same time. » 

This brings us to the political principle of Distinctiveness. The 
public must feel that the two Houses represent them in different ways, 
standing for different points of view. This does not mean opposite 
points of view. They look at things with different eyes. Will not this 
be extraordinarily necessary in Bengal? Our future will be deter- 
mintn] by the Communal Award or anything agreed on to take its place. 
In this difficult age we must alw'ays he discreet. But there are times 
wheu candour is necessary as well, and I shall try to 1)e both discreet 
and candid. We cannot help the Award. I am not condemning it. 
It, or something like it, had to he in the circiimstaiK^es of to-day. 

Very few of us like the Award. Most are prepared to accept it or 

something similar as the best, indeed the only, possibility open to 
us. But what woes it mean? It means that we are to arrive at peace 

and wisdom and progress as a resultant of what will look like strife 

between the sections of the people. Oiir politics are to be a jumble 
of Hindu vernus Moslem remts Anglo-Indian vetxu.i European 
versus Indian (’hristiaii. of man rersus woman. I use forcible 
language. I hop4* the will not he so forcible. Bui there are 

times when iu our thinking and in our speaking a sharpness of out- 
line is desirable. So we might put to ourselves this c)uestiou to-day: 
Is it not p(»ssjble that what is being ordained for us will depress the 
standard of public life in this piovime below the level that this great 
province is able to sustain? To niy mind the one great argument for 
an Upper Chamber is that it may help to raise the standard of public 
life and help to redress the disadvantages that will be inherent in the 
circuni.stuiices in which we shall work. 

I do not suggest that we should try to establish in Bengal something 
like the F.nglisb House of Jjords. That is an inimitable body, and 
ought not to be imitated. It is an epitome of the bistorj' and social 
peculiarities of the British |)eople, anti stone of you are never tired of 
pointing out what very peculiar (>eople the British are. I do not wish 
to enter into a lengthy history of the House of Ix)rds, but there are one 
or two points in it that are pertinent to something I shall say later. 

The Lorda are truditioaaJly supporters of the Throne, and in generat 
have »U]^rted the King except when one or other tried to ateal hie 
Crown. For oealuriea they were necessarily men of battle rather than 
al oounael, and hence for centuries the thickness of bone in a peer's 
skuil wee more important than what was inside it. Hard thiok heads 
were more useful to the State than hard strong brains. What that 
roaawai what effect eeaturiea of conduct based on that hdUel ainni lave 
haA on. the peerage, Darwin hae taught us to mideieiaaA 
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Hut and <^«idmtioa« that I miiai pm tym htm$ m Ui 
VlcUffh*» Ittinoua instructioiui to h&t Prim# Mmiater, iiiitfiteiiosii Util 
Wire i remirkible rontributioii to politicel urieiioi. Sbe wii writing 
to her Prime Min inter about the creation of new ptera. I mnnot give 
tb© prectae wordn, an I have not looked into Qtie^n Vietoria'a let tors 
for many years. But what she aaicl amounted in effe* i to ibia. Tboae 
may be regarded aa suitable for elevation to the peerage who are poaaeaa* 
ed of conatderable private means and are not markiHlly debcient in 
intellig^ce. That, Sir, is a very useful suggestion. We may not eish 
to borrow anything eW from the Ilouae of liords, but we may well 
borrow this. For 1 am not aware that it has yet lu*eii suggested that 
these two qualities Vill l»e made c<ituiitions under w'hirh l^iwer Houses 
will work in India. What does Bengal want as a corrective of t ertain 
probable weaknessex I have referred to I' I think, a smalt house of 
experienced men aide to dev(»te their u’hole time to affairs of State, 
men who bf their fm^ition will not l>e liable to any stispieion or imputa- 
tion that they are intriguing for plm es of profit under Government ; 
men who through valuable exjM»rieriec in one walk of life nr another will 
l>e able to bring to the work before them an attitude of mind likely to 
be rare in men elected t^^ the Ismer House. This brings me buck to 
what I have ('n)led the principle of distirictivent^. 

I would not supfRirt this resolution if we were askei] to approve of 
what 1 may call a small (simrininal Award House superimposed on a 
larger. That would merely mean that the work would be done twice 
over from the same point of view'. The need is for different'C. 1 have 
said we can leorii little from the House of Ixirds. But we may learn 
muf h from w hat has not happened to the Hoiiio« of l«ords. T refer to 
the Marquess of Siilishur>'’s Bill to reform it, an attempt that unfor^ 
timately was abandoned after the Second Heading. This Bill em[K»werwl 
the Crown to approve as a Life Peer any one who had held any of the 
following apptjintmeuts : Judge of the High Court, Admiral or Oeiieral, 
Ambassador, post in the Civil Service with memhership of the Privy 
Council, Governor or Lieutenant Governor of a C^dony or Dominion or 
Pnivince. Not more than three were to be appointed in one year, and 
the total nniulier of such peers was never to excmnl 50. We are coU' 
eerned in this iliscussion only with the general question : should 
Bengal have an tTp|»er House When Mr. set# out to <»*mstitiite 
H he may' 6nd some useful hints in this Bill. 

Mr. A. K. rAXL*Ut HUQs My friend Mr. Bose and bin aupportem 
havn been thinking that they can hoodwink the Moslem memberw of 
tbia Honse by the specioiu arguments that have been put forward in 
farour of this resolution. I think it time to tell them that they have 
teaii making the greatest poaidbie mistake of their lives. There is a 
dise of politacians who maequerade under the name of italkiBal^ hot 
to whom sectarianism and commtmalism are as the hreaih of Ubtr 
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ncNitnlD. The stipporterf of this motion on my right apprehend that 
there ie likely to be a sort of domination of Moslems in the new constU 
tntion of Bengal. My friend Mr. Wordsworth was almost going to 
give out the truth but he checked himself because he thought that the 
disclosure would be somewhat unpleasant. We know hew things are 
manipulated so far as politics in Bengal are concerned. At the present 
moment you will hear many more things. At the present moment 
although the Moslems are 54 per cent, of the population they are only 
27 per cent, in this House. They were, therefore^ entirely at the mercy 
of the (loveniment and at the m^*rcy of the European members of this 
House for any measure for which the Moslems want support to carry 
it through the Council. Under the new constitiJion and under the 
Prime Minister's award, although ideal conditions may not he attained, 
there is no doubt that there will be a great improvement from the 
present conditions from the Moslem point of view and already there is 
u fluttering in those quarters which have so long enjoyed the monopoly 
of power that that monopoly of power must now be transferred to or 
at least be shared with others. For this reason my friends have suddenly 
discovered that a Second Chamber is extremely necessary in Bengal. 
The arguments that have been advanced by Jilr, Bose do not convince 
even a child ; they are very much opposed to all ideas of democracy. 
As my friend Maulvi Ahul Kasem has pointed out it is impossible to 
flout the public with the example of other pravinces and other (‘ountries 
in order to support a proposal which on the face of it is fundamentally 
opposed to all ideas of democracy. 

The Hon 'hie Member who spoke on behalf of Government had 
declared that Government had decided not to take* part in the voting 
hut that they would watch the opinion of the majority of the members 
of this Council. Do the Government realise that so far as the constitu- 
tion of this Council is conoemed the voting may ht^ a mere counting 
of heads and can never reflect the views of the various communities in 
this House? Here the Moslems are in a minority in this Council hut if 
this matter goes to a Moslem meeting you will find that the Moslems 
are absolutely united in opposing this resolution but since the Govern- 
ment is not voting and sint e the Moslems are going to be deserted by 
the Europeans and since the Hindus who are in very large number 
shall vote for it we will W defeated. 

. Mr« SHANTI tHIKNARttWAR RAY: Can the hon’ble mm\m 
use the word ''shill*’? All Hindus may not vote for the resolutkm. 

Mr. A. K. PAZUUL HUQ: I am sorry I used that word; I shmild 
hati nsed the word **iiiay**. I am vm^ soiTy; I wilhtow Rm 
ffg^maelon* 
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Him position is tiint Um vote wOl iioviir refinot tiis mir* of Itui pooplo 
of Boafnl so fmr ns this pnrticttlnr quoslicm is coneorned. If tho minai- 
mtwm tote of the few Mosletti members be tiiien to indionte the tiewe 
of the Moslem eommunily* then end then only rnn il be siiid ihmt the 
Oovenuneni •will be in pofMeKsiou of the opinion of the serious eom* 
munitiee. So far as this resolution is concerned the voting will be 
merely a counting of heads as I have pointed out and that cannot be a 
proper indication of the views of the entire Mc»slein iHimtuunity. by 
reason of the fact that the communitiee are not properly represented in 
this Council. • 


Now, Sir, so fa|* as this proposal for a StM'ond ('hamlier is cononmed 
I think I owe it to myself to say a few wonis by way of personal eipla- 
nation. When I was a member of the Simon (simmission representing 
Bengal I rerorde<l my dissentient note and made it clear that I was 
opjKwed to the Second (^hainber. As a member of the Provincial Com- 
mitt.se at fhe Hound Table Conference I also ex|>rt*Hse«l Nitnilur view's. 
As a matter of fact I never nailed fi^»ni that opinion one way or the 
other. Sir, it is no urn* <»uying that this Ser'rmd (’hanilier if entablished 
would lie ti Se<>on(l House of Isirds coimiHting of the latidlortls, com- 
mercial rlass4*s and othiu^^s bnause we have lieen given to understand 
that although in the Isiwer House rsimmunities have not bf*4*n repre* 
s.mted in the ratio of their [stpulatioti it will lx- the T*p|xu' House that 
they can bsik forward to for re<lres«» of fhe i net} utilities of representa- 
tion. and that means that in the Upper ('hamWr the }Mi)mlation will 
be nlisolutely represented in fhe ratio of the various comiiiuniiies. 
That lieing so iiiy friends ought to see that u chumlier constituted like 
that with th.» various communities represented ac<‘ording to the pro- 
portion of their {mpulutioft nill la* a gmiter danger than the lUmgat 
I/cgisUtive rouncil which would Im» constituted under (he Prime 
Minister's award. This is a which 1 wish to emphasise. I do 

not wish to take up the time of the (’ouncil very much but I W'ouid 
like to ^xiint out (hat there was a miuHing in the Alliert Hal! and the 
propoeal for a Second ('harnlier was also opjiosed by a very largely 
crowded house and a very largidy attended sd Uon of tlios.* (teis^ms who 
nre no doubt entitled to sjieak on liehalf of the people. My friend 
Maulvi Abu} Kasem has pointed out that there is a combifiattnn of yiA, 
Europeans and the nationalists in the House so far us this qiiesliblt t« 
concerned. I think he has forgotten to mention* and as far as can Im 
gathered from the speei'h of Mr. Reid, there is not only a combination 
of the Europeans and the nationalists for which the (lovemmetii ii 
mponsthle but there is a ryimbination lietween the Clovertiment, tka 
Europeans and the nationalisti. 


Mr. B. 0. CNATTiiUBlS Sir, I am poor man. I have no neh 
jialattvea. And tbm is not a single mmindar in Bengal lAbon I 
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4SOIi 14 call my unde even by courtesy. So when I find myself com- 
pelled to speak in favour of my friend Mr. Bose’s resolution, it is not 
as a protagonist of zamndar$ of Bengal. I am ’driven to it by reason 
of tbe situation ^at has arisen in Bengal. Sir, I am not a diplomat 
and believe in plain speaking. The real political situatjon to-day is 
this. OUr Muhammadan friends of ibis House have made a remark- 
able combination with our friends who represent the so-called depress* 
ed classes of Bengal. It has been a wonderful sight to see our 
depressed class friends following our Muhammadan friends into the 
lobby on resolution after resolution. The matter 4o take note of is that 
our Muhammadan friends have been given a considarable majority 
by the Prime Minister; and our depressed class friends have had a 
very large number of seats given them by Mr. Gandhi, and the latter’s 
gift has l)een ratified by the Prime Minister. Now' the point is this: 
These gentlemen have never been able to formulate o single demand 
which has not been communal, but national. That is tl^e situation 
which I ask every one to bear in mind. Ever since the offer of self- 
government by Great Britain, our Muhammadan friends — and in 
their wake our depressed class representatives — have not fr>rmulated a 
single demand which is not solely and wholly for the benefit of their 
<roinmunity, but might l>e said to be for the l>enefit of the whole 
nation. And yet my friend, Mr. Huq, has had the hardihrtod to 
charge us, Hindus, with communalism! (A voh'K : Question.) liCt 
me say to my friend Farl-ul Huq — if he is a nationalist, and not a 
iHimmunalist, will he accept the united Hindu offer of a joint elec- 
torate without reservation of seats? 

Mr. A. K. FAZUUt HUQ: Certainly, come along. 

Mr. B. C. OHATTiRdEi: Thank you. I hope this is not the 
mere fleeting breath of a little enthusiasm iK'gotten of my question. 
Very well, if my Muhammadan friends will agree from here and now 
to have joint idectorutes without res.'rvation of seats, we do not want 
a Second Chamber. 1 am giving Mr. Huq ant»ther chance. I.<«t them 
be no ambiguity; lot him rejieat his acceptance a second time and 
then we shall withdraw this resedution about a Second Chamber. 

Mr. A. K. RAZI.-UL HUQ: l^rovided the elections are fought 
clean. 

Mr. B. 0. CHATTERdEBi I see the lawyer is already getiing the 
better of tbe patriot in my friend. He has now said someihing 
meaningleaa just to iH>ver his hasty retreat from the aflirmative answer 
he made a nioineKt back. The first flush of enthusiaam bom of my 
pointed interrogation it already extinct. Mr. Huq now aaya *‘no*' 
in place of his first-born *'ye«/’ Here is an alternative offer. iM the 
iiiila^ after counting out those given to the Britiah and 
bt diviiM in equal halves between ua, along with a timilar diviiimi 
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of Ilk* Wai you ftceept that? No* Now, you naa, Sir, who 

a«o aalioiialisU and who are conunuoaliittii. We, Htadue, know thai 
if llitra ha a joiat eliK^torate, we eball be in a marked minority^ but 
titll we are willing to make I hie offer. We ehould be perfectly williag 
to tnwt our 3e&gali Muhammadan brethren if they came here with 
our united suffrages and not with merely communal votes. Well, I 
hoTe now given an otcular demonstration of who are sectarians and 
who are nationalists. Here lies the danger which makes us ask for 
a Second Chamber. We have got a clear majority consisting of 
Muhammadans and depressed classes, and these gimtlemen cannot 
shake off their communaiism. As long as they remain communal in 
their outlook, so hmg shall we want a Second ('hamher, I warn my 
Muhammadan friends against repeating the mistak.* they ma<le in 
1757 when they drove us to make an alliance with the Hritish. They 
are driving us back into the same alliance in the year of grace llh*l^ 
by demonstrating their incapacity for justice and fairness, with the 
very first re-accession of jKiwcr into their hands. It a great pity. 
We would rather l>e with them than go into this factitious alliamss 
with the British. But since they and their depressed class allies are 
persisting in their sepanifism. since they dare not claim Bengal as 
their m<»therland, since tifc cry, the life-giving cry of //am/c MaUiram 
cleaves to the roof of th/ir mouth, and they can only >»ay 
community,” they leave us no (»ther pnictical alternative. 

Mtillui TAMIZUODIN KHANS Are not the deprssM-d class repre- 
sentatives Hindus I' 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEBs Yes. Hindus, but for the time lieing 
they have been Muhammadan isecl. ('an we not, all of us, recall the 
beautiful sight f»f my friend Mr. Naxiitniddin g<diig over to my de- 
pressed class friends and pouring honeyed words into their ears, and 
then my depresseit class friends following Mr. Nasimuddin to lb# 
division lobby? I am asking them, very sincerely, from the depths of 
my conviction, to turn themHelv«*s into real nationalist**-- — 

Mr* RREiiOENTs I think you had Iwtter confine your remark# 
to the Kei'ond Chamber, Mr. (!hntterjee. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEB: Yes, Kir, I am doing that. The little 
indication# that we have already had of the legislative aspiratiima of 
my depreaserl and Moslem frientls— tb# Bills they have brought 
mkmg already— go to show that our friends have been fast developing 
a new doetrine of socialism, namely, what is mine is mine, and wbai 
ii yours shall be mine too. You have alreaily betrayed a keen anxiety 
to idttck the moneydeadert and rowiindofs. And the over-utaatering 
•l^uieliiiiitoa you have given rise to ia thnt you will soon be Kvmveiiing 
hhi# Council into a meniigene in which the Anvc'^iofv will nlwayt 
inep n wntckliil eye on the Imv4$ with the object of piandering and 
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sundering tbe latter whenever the chance comes along.. It is this 
danger that I want to prevent. Your attitude, as I say, is evident from 
almost every Bill that has been brought forward by you gentlemen 
in this House, and it is clear that more Bills on communal lines will 
be brought forward in tha coming sessions and so long as this attitude 
remains, I submit there is no other alternative left by you than for us 
to ask for a Saoond Chamber. 

445 p.in. 

f 

Bnbll AMULYADHAN RAY* Sir, I shall record to-day my most 
emphatic proti»Kt against the creation of a Second CKamher and I should 
give a fair warning to the Government of India and His Majesty's 
Government that on tlie mere passing of this resolution, if passed at all 
by this (>)uncil as at present constituted, they should not he led to think 
that Beugtil is behind it. They should clearly understand tligt a handful 
of landed arist<»crats and moneyed interests followed hy a few so-<alled 
caste Hindus apprehending — a wrong upprehenNion no doubt — the 
political ifidueiK'e with which they have played uptil now to their 
advantage, Iwiug alwut to pass out of their hands into the bauds of 
the people, are un.xious to have a dilatory chaftiher to jday their politicMil 
game with the (d)ject of inillifyiiig the activities »»f the future provincial 
legislature. 

I do not understan<i how at a time when our countrymen at large 
are going to take up the responsibility of the future administration and 
when a real democratic administrative nmchinery is ulK>ut to he alKiIished 
Mr. 8. M. Bose wants to see a Second (’hamWr in Bengal in the form 
of an oligarchy. 1 wish it to ho most clearly understotui by one and all 
of this House and outside it and I want to nmke my jmsition absolutely 
clear at the very out<M*t. Be it known to everybody that the deprosaed 
classes of Bengal do not want a spy in the shape of a Second, Third or 
Fourth Cliamher < ompisml of « lundesl aristtMTacy and moneyed 
interests. Where ard those parties)* \\ here is their patriotism? 1 aak 
them to-day whether the 8e<‘oiul Chumlier will Im* in the iriterf!>ai of 
the masses and if there is any necessity for it? I pause b)r a moment 
for their answer. If 1 were given in the Se<-ond Chaiiiher seats allo- 
cated to the depressinl classes in pmistrtion to their population and 
the inectua lilies, injustit'e and insufficienev with regaitl to the number 
of seats and not the principle of ele<*torate, of Mr. Macdonald's Award 
were removed, then th*< foundation of the Fooiia Pai't would ha%*e been 
c<mipensate<l. tVoicn: Who are the depressed clasaee? The Pooan 
Pact gave you ^10 seats but Mr. MacDonald only 10.) Tbe depreeeed 
classes are (hi>se with whom you made the Poona Pact. Thai is true 
but not in the Hound Table Conference. He or the«« gentlemen— Iff. 
Macl^nald's Awaril was the foundation of the Poona Pact. Had theft 
bean no MacDonald's Award there would not have been any PooMi 
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Ftct. I i«y — tht ine()iuilitie», «tr„ would hav# houii eompenaiitiMi ia 
ike Tapper Houio but I Khould bid good-byt to it from tbr roooomio 
point of view alono. Will Bengal be* a» the t« in a stata of poverty, 
in a position to bear the burden of expenses of a House of Luxury? 

• 

Mr. 1» C* CHATTERdEE: AtThy donH you wear loin (doth? 

Babtt AMULYADHAN RAY: You do it first of all, luMmtse your 
leader wears that dress. 

» 

Mr. ■. 0. CHATTERJEE: I do not believe in my leader. 

Batau AMULYADHAN RAY: But you follow him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. lUy, pleiint* address )t»ur remarks to me. 

BiSu AIMULYADHAN RAY: All right, Sir, thunk you. or 

will her 10 or 12 cnires of rupees be sutticienl to maintain, to use the 
words of Mr. S. M. Bose, u House of Klders, or will she at all agree 
to |wy a liiiie-wastiiig and dilatory House of Klders 

For (foil's sake do not waste your money for a Herond (^hamber. 
Spend it for the edut ution, sanitation and improvement of the people. 
In a province wheri* an ui ute si-anuty of money is prevailing all over 
the country, where the Ministry of Kdinution has faileil on nceount of 
financial stringency to put the Bengal Primary Kdm'ation Act inUi 
immciliate operation for removing illiteracy of the !M) per cent, of the 
people devoid of any [M>liti('al consiuousness, where thousands and 
thousands of our countrymen are dying from tmilariu. cholera, owing to 
insanitary coiolition of the land and where the future eonstitution pro- 
viding only with one (’hamlH^r i-* likely' to hurst on the financial rock, 
the establishment of u SwoimI (’handier is against the interest of th« 
people, aii<i is out of the ituestion. Will the so-called iwtriols of Bengal 
prefer a House of Imxury to the crying nee<ls of the dumb tnillionsK 

It has l>een said by the lom'ble mover Mr. S. M. Ihise that the 
Second (1iaiidK»r slmuld lie constituted on national lines and not on 
communal lines. Nice ideal But that nice idea will not apply to thi» 
nice I'ountry until a section of our <'omitryiiieii, not more than 10 per 
cent, of the entire {Kipulutioii who make a show of non •<Him in unal ism, 
can really shake ofi (his communalism from their tniiid by their action. 
NatiomiUsm is the cry and comrniiimlism is (he mind of (hose gentlemen 
whose sole idea is to keep (he fioltttcal |»ower wmcentrafed into the hands 
of a clique and a group of people. 1 will nirt go very far to show the 
aeeumcy of my statement. Out of a thouiMind and cina instances of 
tbair comm’unalism, I will take up only two. Hon'ble members of this 
Oonneil will rtmember starrefl question No. 227 answered in this Hotiia 
by the Hon*ble Minister in charge of the Kducation Hepartment on the 
Tib September, 1932. The question was whether the Hindu School of 
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Calciitia IB managed by the Government. and the head maeter and other 
teachern of that echool are paid out of the public revenue. The answer 
of the Hon’ble Minister was **Yes.” Then the question was whether 
students of all castes of the Hindus are entitled to obtain their education in 
that school and whether students belonging to the depressed classes are 
admitted there. The answer of the Ilon’ble Minister was “No.” From 
this a series of supplementary questions arose in cvourse of which two 
so-called non -communal hon*ble members of tliis House belonging to 
the so-called upper castes put supplementary lyiestions to the effect 
“whether the Hindu School was not established mostly from the money 
raised by the Hindu inhabitants of Bengal and whether any portion of 
the money was given by any of the depr?sse<l classes, 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BAtU: Sir, in the grounds given in 
support of, as also in opposition to, the motion brought forward by ray 
friend S. M. lb:)se it has been suggested that it is undeniocra'tic on prin- 
ciple to support the idea of an Upper House. I am not a very keen 
student of political history, but so far as I know, all the modern states 
have got bi-cameral legislatures, .So far as Maulvi Abul Kasem’s 
remarks and bis present interruptions are coprerned, I will deal with 
them presently : he may rest his soul in patience. So far as the remarks 
of Maulvi Abdul Karim are concerned, I would ask him to remember 
that his new-found love for the other provinces of India, and his idea 
that what is undesirable for the other provinces is iimlesirable for 
Bengal also, is not an idea ahich we have learnt to associate with him 
and his party. Sir, of all the sights that have delighted the members 
of this House, the funniest is probably that of my friend Maulvi Abul 
Kasem revelling in dcni(»crati(' .sentiments. After all, to l>e charged 
with Wing anti-nationalist and undemocratic by a man or Irndy of men 
who swear by st'jwrate electorate, who think that separate electorate is 
the breath of their nostrils, to be charged as being undemocratic and 
not nationalist by a man or men of this description is, I submit, a sight 
which will make tlie gods and men weep. It is not necessary for my 
present purpose — 1 mean fur the por|M>ses of the present resolution — ^to 
any that an Upper CbamWr is always necessary; but what we have got 
to consider as practical men and men of business is whether in the next 
constitution for Bengal an Upper (’hamWr is necessary. From what 
we have heard fnmt my Moslem friends and fn»m what I have heard 
from my friend Mr. Faal-ul Huq to-day in evident approbation of the 
diaeenting section of the Houee, and from what we have heard from the 
distinguished representative of the leM^alled depressed classes of 
Beng^, Bahtt Amulyadhan Ray, it is patent to everybody that for 
yoars to come, until that mentality is given up, an Upper Uhamber ia 
maliy necessary. 8tr, what are the objections to an Upper Chamber 
II kii been said that the kind of check which nmy be provided by m 
Stoond Gkamber is not tim most desiraUe form availatde. Urn 
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trnmmr y i» alway# MK'urwl by iht alowuM witb wbicb » gtmi 
Ofg»ftiMitio!t like ft |K)littcftl party h pftmiiftdftd to tha aer«ptftii«ft of 
ft ftovdiy. The nocasiiftn^ ravittioti is liast affiH'lad by prior 
by Oorernmoiit of interosts touriiod by the leyri^ifttioti pit>pc»MKl. But* 
8ir, with tbi* mentality in |>eople who have suiTeeded in pnipagntinn 
ihemselvee up to 54 ps>t rent, of the popuiation, what guaranteo i$ 
there that they will pause u single moment befoit* they iauneh into 
legrielfttion whieh will not 1 m» to the benefit of the minority? As was 
•ftid by Carlyle of ih$ Hritish House of Commotis “it was fH»m|Hiaefl of 
600 talking asiieM set to make laws and to administer the conoenm of 
the greatest Kiiipii^ the world has ever seen/’ What ihftll we ftipecd, 
Sir, from the talking asses like that in the Bengal liegialative 
Couueil? It is therefore ne^esHary that as a ei»rt of brake on their 
insensate fution, there should l>e an T^p|>er Chaiiiher, and I iubtnii 
that it is td»s<ilutely neressary in the vital interests of the eountry, in 
the vital interests of the <i»untrv, which we Hindus have made, that 
there should he a Swond ('handier. 

5 p.m. 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: Mr. President. Sir. the suhjert. 
matter under disciission to-day is of great imporlunce. rtn th«» deeiiion 
that may be ultiiuately taken on the hasiw of this disi'ussioti w‘ill de|iend 
the future progress ot this province. 

At the outsi't, it will not he out of ]dac'e if I w'ere to make a short 
survey of the existence of the Iwo-chamhered legislatures in the states 
of the modern world. (K the states that wrere in existence prior to 1914, 
and w'hosi* (oustitutions have not been visibly nitereil or nffected by the 
Great War. we find that the Cnited Kingdom, the Ciiited States of 
America, France, ltal>, Mexico, and the South Amefiruii States (which 
have based their constitutions on the Congress of the Cniteil Htataa of 
America^ foiiifaise^l of Senateiv and Houses of representativen), Japan, 
Canada and Austndin have got two (’hamb<«rs. This refers to the eanirai 
government where it is a unitary slate, and federal governiiieni where 
it ii a federation. In the sulnlivision of federal governments, all the 48 
•ifttea of the United Siates of Amerioa, two provinces (Quebec and Nova 
Scotia) of Canada, and the states of the CVrinnion wealth of Aiistmlift 
have an Upper and Ix»wer House. 

For our purpose, w« may leave out of consideration the constitiition 
of legialatnres in the central government in the unitary states and the 
federal government of federations. Relevant to our case will be the 
federated units of federal states and the provini^es, borougbi or 
counties in the unitary^ states. 

Snell bi^eameml legisialuEee tni^ be c on i n d tr ed ae eeelifeeief Hie 
f•ii--eonetlling which may have had a certain when thagr 
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originated, but moit of them have ontlived their ueefnliieea. As ragftrds 
the House of Lords, 1 believe, most sensible people will agree with 
Hobson when he says: '‘Take a list of the most representative acts 
of legislative reform relating to religious liberty, freedom* of the press, 
purity of elections, improvements in municipal government ; turn to the 
long array of reforms of our criminal and civil codes, the building-up 
of our public system of education, the structure of factory and workshop 
Acts and other laws relating to the protection of workers, sanitary 
legislation, Irish legislation, and, in particulai^, laws attempting to 
repeal or modify the power of landlordism, and to secure to the people 
of Great Britain or Ireland a free access to, and fuller use of, their 
native land — there will be found hardly a single important measure 
belonging to any of these orders which in its endeavour to express the 
popular will that gave it birth, has not suffered death or mutilation at 
the hands of the House of Lords/’ 

Every one sentence of this indictment is true and this may be positive 
of all Second Chambers which have any reality of powers. Senator 
St. I^edger speaking of Australia says: “the Senate o.s a revising or 
re-deliberative separate house might as well lie closed up,” 

These are some of the indictments of the Upper House in the central 
legislatures of unitary states and federal legislatures of federations. 
There might be some justificatiou for having a Second Chamber in 
oentral or federal legislatures. This might be to provide federating 
units effective voices in the government of the country. But for 
the units of federation and provinces, counties or boroughs of other 
states there can be no justification whatsm'ver for a Second Chamber. 


Mr. H. t, iUHRAWARDY: On a {mint of order. Sir. We have 
not yet been able to find out whether the hon'Me member is supporting 
or oppoaing the motion. 


Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: If the hon’ble member would 
kindly wait and listen, he will surely find what I am driving at. 

It is on this account that in the post-war period, excepting in cases 
of federal Governments, mmi other governments have adopted one- 
ohambered legislatures. Turkey, Persia, Bulgaria, Ytigo-Slovakia, ail 
the federating units of Soviet Russia, all the units of Germany, except 
Pmatia, have single-chambered legislatures — and Prussia*! experience 
of the Second Chamber is not very encouraging. Therefore, it mu be 
well rclMoiied that the modem tendency is towards having single eham- 
bm, end rightly m 
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Tii»«oiistAiutioii of t country, eupfcioUy of iit legiakturi, ii d«p«A<bitl 
OA ihf ooncoption of state that is intended to ho reflected and emhodifd 
in that constitution. Whatever might he said to the contrary, iht 
nodam tandancy in the world states is to recognise the ultimata 
sorareiiriity of the people. 

I do not want either to ignore or minimise the actualities and the 
tendencies in some of the nimlern states of Europe such as Italy and 
Russia, nr., to concei^irate jHiwers and effective control of government 
in the hands of micros<Hipic minorities of a million and a half in a 
population of *18 millions in Italy and 147 millions in Itussia. 

The re<H)gnition of the ultimiiie sovereignty of the people |H>stulatea 
that the legislature should reAnt the considered opinion of the people, 
and the electorate in almost all the modem states comprises the entire 
adult male population, and in most of the progressive slates the adult 
females have also been enfranchised. 

This being the {msitioii, let us examine how best the real intention 
of the people may l»e ascertained, and how best thot« intentions may be 
carried out when as<'ertaiird. All the objections against a uni-cameral 
system are based on n prton reasons. *T>f all the forms of government 
which arc possible aiming mankind," says I^eckey, ‘T do not know of 
any whiih is likely to W worst* than the government of a single omoi* 
potent depiocmtii thamber." It is said that a single legislature may, 
unchecked by the revising power of another chamber, prove itself rash 
and irresponsible, it may W swaye<i by the influence of the moment, by 
passion, and that every state of importance in the modern world has 
adopted the Iw«m hainlMTed system. Though true of federated states 
and central governments of unitary states, this is not (|iiitc true of 
federated units and provinces. The two*<‘haml»ered system is purely a 
historical accident. 

In the case of the introduction of two (’haiiil>ers in this province, the 
difficulty will arise as to the powers, fiiiictions and composition of such 
Chambers. 

The two Chambers might have eipial fHiwers, which will make for a 
deadlock, or one ChamWr might have inferior {Niwers than the other, in 
which case all the political talent will go to the more influential Cham* 
ber, and tbe other House will be a stagnant IxMly of placid minds, and, to 
onr sorrow in Bengal, we know what stagnant waters breed. As has 
been well said by an eminent authority. 'The Sec'ood (Tiaiuber will 
either live in a state of suspended animation or else seek some degree 
of attention, it will oppose measures for which it cannot hope to gain 
the credit, * * * It will waste time in useless debate.'* If the 
Second Chamber agreee with the flrst, it is superfluous, if ti disagrees. 
It if obooxioua. As regards the charge of rnahneM, in theee days of 
miideni polittca no piece of legislation worth oonaidertag has been m 
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CAQ be undertaken on the spur of the moment. Let us take the case of 
some important leflrislations that have been passed by our legislature 
under the present Reforms. I may mention the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act, the State Aid* to Industries 
Act, the Bengal Primary Education Act, and the Bengal Municipal 
Act. All these were under the consideration of Government for over 
a decade, they were in some form or other before the public for a 
considerable period and when brought before the Council they were 
fully considered and debated. Now, I ask my frfends on the other side 
of the House “what earthly use would have a Second Chamber fulfilled 
in these connections?'* Almost any measure that*is enacted becomes 
a law as a result of long process of discussion and analysis. Therefore, 
the most telling point against a uni-caraeral system, that of rashness,’ 
is illusory in the present order of day. Any check by an Upper 
Chamber will be a premium not upon progress ond improvement, but 
upon opposition in terms of vested interest. 

Now, I hope I have made clear the falsity of the position of the 
protagonists of a Se<;ond Chamber on principle. I have dealt with the 
question of powers and functions of the ITp^ier Chamber and have 
demonstrated the impossibility of tlie position. If we proceed to consider 
its composition for this province, we shall find that our position becomes 
worse. The Upper Chamber, as it exists in other parts of the world, is, 
for all puri>oses, hereditary in England, and, to a certain extent, in 
Ja|>an. Even the most thon>ugli-going enthiiNiasts <»f the Second 
Chamber will not advocate that tor Bengal. Then we have the Second 
Chamber elec ted on an indirect system as now in France und previous 
to Hlb'l, in the Ignited States of America, but the Imsis of that election 
might suit a federal or central government, it will not serve for Bengal. 
We might have a wholly nomiiiat4Ml (’hamher as in Italy or ('aimda, but 
Senates in these states afford a warning that an executive is likely to 
fill vacancies in a nominated Second Chamber with its supporters. It 
might 1>« eWied by the first legislature a*^ in Norway, but that, too, 
will also not serve our pur)K>se. 

The difficulty of comtuunal adjustments and spec ial representations 
which will have to be (x^usidered in any m heme of Second Chamber in 
this province, will put the imtl on the coffin of the Second Chamber in 
Bengal. 

India being what it is, and things Wing in Bengal as they are in 
actuality, the queetion of communal representation and speck! 
reprosenta^on of Europeans cannot W ignored. We, os a community, 
would insist on Wequate representation in any other Chamber ihni 
might W constituted in this province, rejecting our strength on Oit 
popnktiott hoiis. We know that the intentioa of the British Qovom. 
nWnl cAnnoi be to fiiiulkle the s#sct of whatever powers thsry anig ht 
to tit* prorisc* by wttfag *p two lagMstu** i* a* pWfiaM, 
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mek lA its own wny of iliinkiii|t. And botk botwoon thw 

m «n4 w nil fntnrs progress of the eonntiy. I, ilisrsfors, s^!t»if)3f 
protoit Agmin^ the proposition of setting up a sscond ChAinbtr in 
this pfovtnee. 

Mr* W« H. THOMMONs Sir, I hate not a speerh to make, Wt 
1 wish to take the op|^»ort unity, if possible, to clear up what seems to ha 
A misunderstanding regarding the attitude of the Eurofuian group in 
this matter. There haa been no question of our deserting — this wor<l has 
been used against us this afternoon — our friends are making new 
alliances. Europeans in India expresswl theiiiN*)ves in fa%'our of the 
oonsiitution of Second rhamliers in provinces where it appears that the 
personnel is availahle for election and to form the electorate. We have 
certainly never wavered from that principle since the time the details 
of the reforpjs were first discussed. We are cons<»rvatives, we have 
the experience of our own country, and the experience of our colonies, 
where we have seen that the influence and activity of the Second 
Chambers have always b<*en for gootl. We have alw» seen how things 
have gone wrong in foreign countries which have tried to do without 
a Setjoud Chamlier. We ire scared stiff of half haked legislature and 
our apprehension of if ha* not Wn minimised hy the nnture of certain 
non-official hills regarding the jute trade and other matters which have 
been paraded in this liouse of recent yimrs. We do not wish to rely on 
the Governor’s veto partly IwH’ause a veto is a thing which is bound to 
cause dissatisfaction, and partly Im*cuus(« we fi*el that us time goes on 
the Governor’s activities will Inn’orne more ond more predominantly 
social, and he will not he able, as at present, to command sound advice 
on all points. 


5-16 p.m. 

Sir. I must make it clear that we, the Europeans of llengal, are in 
favour of a Second Chamber. This is not a new move on onr parV— In 
iact, we have always favoured the creation of an Upper Itouse in this 
province. But, Sir, I must say frankly that not all of us on this side 
of the House subscribe to the idealistic idea of a iion-<‘ommunal Second 
Chamber. That is a thing, Sir, which we cimsider as torj unpractical 
to be worth putting forward to the Prime Minister at Home or to the 
British Government. This motion does not go into the details in regard'^ 
to the cottititntion of the Second Chamber : that is left to the conaUtii- 
tion^mongtit of the Hound Table Conference and British Partiamant, 
bat ii doe# seem to us that to anggeat to them that a Second Ohawbtr 
•hoidd be conatitntad without r^armu^ to the niimbars of aidk omn* 
ittiiAity that 'Will form its daetorate or ihemaalvas iad saata in it ia to 
letgai tha timaa we live in, Tb tgam the existence of Hindus, Maham* 
Bavcqiiaas is to ignore practical isaaas. Wa want, Sir, lo 
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pot forward to the Prime Minieter at Home some useful aud practical 
suggestion aud not some idmlistic distant possibility. We want to put 
in his hands something which he can use, but he cannot use the sugges- 
tion of a non-communal!y constituted Second Chamber in the face of 
what he himself has said. These were his words: “The British Oovern- 
ment consider that the composition of an Upper House in a proTince 
should be such as not to disturb in any essential the balance between 
communities resulting from the composition of a Ixiwer House.’* He 
has promised that he will see that in the drawing up of the new consti- 
tution such a balance is not upset. He will not run away from that 
promise. We will not let him do that. We Europeans demand our 
share in the Upper House as in the Lower. AVe liave not the slightest 
intention of giving up a single seat in either. We claim our proportion 
of seats and our separate electorates. We shall stand with other 
minorities in this matter and other minorities will stand^side by side 
with us. While I am touching on separate electorates may I mention 
that if two days ago memWrs of the Muhammadan group had conie 
to us and t laimed support for separate electonites in the Corporation as 
such, on that plain issue we must have stood by the minorities pact? 
Actually we were not npproa<died and we 4ieard that the matter had 
been <’ompitirnised on other considerations. I hope that what I have 
said will clear the air a bit. As regards this motion we support a 
Hecond Chamber because we think it right. We do not support any 
idealistic remote fawsihility of a noiM'ommunul Upper Chamber. 

Babu tATYA KINKAR lAHANA: Mr. President. Sir. I rise to 
give iny whole-hearted siip|>ort to the opjwrtune and very iiii{H)rtaiit 
motion of my friend Mr. S. M. Bose. I hope that from the cogent 
arguments put forward by Mr. Bose in support of his motion the whole 
House would have been fully convinced that a Second Chamber is 
essentially necessary not only for the proper working of the Reformed 
Legislature of autonomous Bengal but for the very existence of the 
people, both Hindus and MuhaiiiinadfiiiH, hut I am painfully 
disappointed. 

Sir, Mr. Bone Has made it clear that political philosophers hav^ 
considered that Second Chambers are nec'essary in democratic constitu- 
tions as internal safeguards and that in the constitution of most of the 
advanced countries of Europe and America SiKMind Chambers hava 
exerted a balancing influence. 

It stands to reason that it should be so. Two contradictory foroae 
working on a body keep it in balance. If there be no centripetal fovea 
but the centrifugal force alone be pushing on the planets, the surpriaingly 
beautiful solar tystem will be nowhere in no time. Sir, one amd^i 
Saaakrit philosopher has attributed creation to the working of two 
ocmtrbdtctory force#* 11^fNffCiY4Yil-H:!reation ie the ontoome of 
the two contradictory forcee of attraction nnd repulaitm. 
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I iMfM ihttt ti M m ttdmitiMl fid tlu^i lk« oofltxttdiotef loroti 
«f |pi«frMiion uid r»tro|trmtoii or cooMnrAlioii workitiff nmollMOOiiily 
kftifl ioeioiiM and tmiioiit at woll mu i&dividiiaU in Ikoir orliitn. 
Pr o (grrnioB is ofttn aAwxnaiod vith .Tontli and ron»arTati<iii witk ago-- 
Ikougli wo flomotimM c'ome acroM ^ouib iti grty hair and ago in Mark 
kaijT. Wo all know. Sir, that iho go-go policy of progrooaton Mindly 
InUofred of ton loadu Dociotie# or nationn or indicidualu, on tho primroiMi 
fiaih, to ibo otornal bonfire or the bottomleon abyiw, but the powor of 
oonooroaiion hold them fast often avert the calamity. 

Sir, in this age of triumphal procwwion for youth, ago with ite 
cautiouA steps ha/ been pushed to the background and the go-go apiril 
i» running a race even in this present legislature. It will not be very 
wrong to presume that in the future legislature of autonomous Bengal 
the triumphal car of youth, frensy firing its wheels, will crush halting 
and cautious age to the grcmnd and following the go-go inspiration 
lead the country to where (itul alone knows. 

Sir, considering all this 1 iltink that a Second Chamber will at least 
exert some healthy chnli on the freiiiiwl race and keep the people of 
Bengal, lioth Hindus mal Muhainmadatts, in their orbits. 

Then, Sir, though there art^ miiiie a bo enteiiaiii doubt i»s 
ill the suitability of Western democracy in our country, there is no 
kelp for it: we are aln*ady in for deiiuHTacy and going to get more of 
it in the near future. But our democracy with separate communal 
electorate will U* us giK»d as a ♦ffMl tfTti— -a stone cup made of 

gold. Whatever that might be, though the rose-hud of deiiioi’racy that 
we are gmog to have in our country mill lie infested w’itb the canker 
of separate electorate hindering its blooming forth, the prickly thorns 
will be there untouched by the canker, and the cautious hand of a 
Second Chamber which is expected to blunt the edge of at least softie 
of the thorns is considered highly desiraMe. 

With theee few words 1 supfiort the motion of Mr. Bose with all the 
earneeineM that I am capable of. 


M iHMidMr SATYf NOMA KUMAR OAt: Sir, 1 rise in euppori 
of ike motion of Mr. S. M. Boee. 

Tka motker of ParliaaMftla*-i mean Ike British Farliatiteni--~bai 
ilill an Upper Chamber. The exact constitution of onr ooming legis- 
latare is yet in the womb of futurity. We do not know as yet in wkal 
|«m it will come. But it is evidently being drafted by British 
pMitieiaBe; therefore it is only natural that it will bear ike marks of 
tjka Britisk constitutton. So we expect an Upper Chamber* for our 
lifialalure. 
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Hiitory oao be cited agnnet this motioii. I know to 1892-»to^^ 
we are in I9d2<-~the House of Lords opposed the lanuHis Ueform Bill 
of England. And it was a Bengalee who was given the chair of A 
foreign ambassador in that historic discussion of British politics. The 
great Raja Ham Mohon Roy on that memorable occasion questioned the 
utility of the House of Lords and adversely criticised its obstinacy in 
passing the Reform Bill in unmitigated terms. The Raja said, referring 
to the House of Lords in connection with the passing of the Reform Bill 
in England in 18JJ2. Sir, I quote his own words “The struggles are 
not merely between reformers and anti -reformers but between liberty 
and tyranny throughout the world, between justice ai^d injustice, and 
between right and wrong. But from a reflection on the past events of 
history, we clearly perceive that liberal principles in politics and religion 
have been long gradually but steadily gaining ground, notwithstanding 
the op]>OHition and obstinacy of despots and bigots.’* Here the Raja 
means the “opposition” and “obstinacy” of the then members of the 
House of Ijords. And he calls them “despots” and “bigots.” 

Mr. Bose will pardon me if I quoted the great Raja to him. If we 
want an Upper Chamber after the House of liords certainly just 100 
years after 18*12, we do not want “despots” aiffl “bigots” in our Upper 
('h amber. 

At any rate (a) the Upper ('hamber is admittedly a dignified structure, 
wliile (b) the Lower Chamber is a more efficient structure of legislatures 
in the Western couiitrieH in general and in England in jmrticular. So 
our Ixmer ('hamber whiih will be <(»nij)ose4l mainly of the real 
represen tat ive.** of the people will certainly have more power than our 
Upper Chaiulier in the matter of legi.siation. There can be no doubt 
almiit it. But our Upper Chamber also is expected to function on the 
present liberal principles of modern politics. There will be no place 
for “bigots” and “despots” in it. If it is suggested to be the House 
of Elders — as experienced natural leaders of the people — it should also 
be suggested that these elders should be primarily the men of the nation 
first, They must be free fnmi narn»w contmunuHsm which does not 
exist anywhere ia mcHlern politics in the world in the same way a« we 
unfortunately have it in our current politics in India. 

I strongly object to communal representation in Upper Chamber. 
Bather, I am prepared to forego the luxury of an Upper Chamber than 
to have it constituted on communal basis. 

Sir, with these remarks I support the motion. 


(At 545 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 540 p.m.) 


llt If f tt I M i it hn MAGs As a member repreaenting a minor minmlj^ 
commxmity 1 feel I must support the resolution for a Second €8mmbir* 
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a ooMmaal Imiam, ihm miglit kara been some jnslificaiiott im tha 
objaotiaae faieed naatnei a Seeoad Chamber. But the eonetitntimi of 
Iba I/nrer Houee beina what it is I am afraid we muat need another 
bnaae aa a brake on the Ijower Honse. All the objections which hate 
been raiaed hate been raised aaainst the Second Chamber where ih# 
eleetiiHia of the Ix>wer House are on a national basis. Presumably there 
ia no country where the I/iwer House is constituted on communal 
lines, as in Bengal, and I hare not read of any country anywhere where 
the oonstitution of the liower House being tommunal, a Second 
Chamber has not been felt to l)e absolutely ne<*eitsary. Mr. Thompson 
referred to one or two things which demanded — and 1 agree with him 
— the existence of a Second Chamber to he a brake upon our alfairb. 
A question has l»een raiHed as io what the constitution is to be. That 
is not our^concern just now. There will be tim.' for us to discuss the 
constitution. At present what we riee<l to do is to say whether we neeil 
a Second Chamber or we do not. Question might also l>e raisml that 
money is ne<essarv. I would rather say that we cannot have any goml 
government without money ami money to make the gt>vemment of the 
ixaiiitry Wtter ih wfdl Frtun all points of view, par(iru)uri> 

from the p<iint of view that the lioaer House is so absolutely fsun> 
munal, meinlars Mongiiig to the minority iHmimunities must demand 
fuch an institution as the Hcsond ('hnmber. With these f«w words 1 
tvppori the resolution before us. 


Mr* PR fit 0 ENTs As the time at our dispfisal is short and there 
are still many members who want to s{>cak I hope members will be ver>' 
brief. 


Miulvi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: I am rather relucUmt to Uke |>ari 
in the delate on this resolution on account of the short time that 
letnains. However, s|H«aking on this reiailution I must say that it was 
an unseemly sight to see men for whom I have the greatest respect, 
itien Uke my friends Mr. B. C. C'hatterjes and Mr. Narendra Kumar 
Basu taking up an attitude of which T am sure they will feel ashamed, 
when they think over the matter in their coo] moments. 1 did not 
understand what Mr. B. C. Chatterjee wanteil to say in support of the 
reaolutton moved hv my friend Mr. S. H. Bfs«e. As regards Mr. 
Narendra Kumar Basu, in his enthusiasm for a Second Chamlwr he 
altogether ignored facts. In criticising some statemenU mad* hy 
Ifnulri Ahdul Kanm, Mr. Narendra Kumar Batu said that it waa an 
nnieemly sighi to see a man who swore by separate elec^torate acctiae 
vm like Mr, 8. M. Bose of anti-nationalism, Of course, most of the 
Moslem members ar^ in favour of a separate electorate and that is 
position wbich they take up not on account of any love fm separate 
dbalnrata but on account of the position to which they have been 
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driven by the naitonnlisin of the other section. But Ifa*. Bnim 
conveniently ignored the fact that Maolvi Abdul Eariin was 
(it no time an advocate of separate electorate and he did him 
a great injustice when in his enthusiasm he made that unjusli- 
hable remark. Now as to whether there should be a Second Chamber or 
uot« there has already been a long debate upon this. It has been argued 
that in almost all countries there are Second Chambers. This is true 
as far us federal legislatures are concerned. But the (}ue8tion of the 
provincial legislatures is entirely different. I may point out that so 
far as the provinces constituting a federation are concenied it is not 
always the case that there is a Second ('huinber in each of them. For 
example, in Switserlancl the provincial legislature.s are always uni- 
cameral ; also in the (fc*rinan provinces the legislatures are uni- 
cameral. Perhaps you can say that it is futile to cite instances 
of these iiulej>en(lent countries. Therefore, I shall cite t^e instance 
of a country the goveniment of which seems to be the ideal of 
the hon’ble gentlemen who are memWrs of this (oiincil, I mean the 
Dominion of (^aiiada. There, all the provinces, with the exception of 
two, have uni-caineral legislatures and if we look at the general 
tendency of the (imc*s throughout the world* it is in favour of uni- 
cameral legislatures. As has been pointed out by my friend Mr. 
Amulyadhau Hay, in Bengal a Sec‘ond ('humber is out of the 
c|Uestion from the financial point of view. As far as its f)ecuniary 
c ondition is concerned the Bengal Government is absolutely in a helpleM 
condition and it is surprising to find that still the Government is going 
to lend its moral support to Mr. S. M, Bose's resolution. But if we 
look at the question carefully, there is no doubt that it would bring in 
ttimucial disaster to the province. 

Dr« NARtSH CHANDRA 8CN CUPTAs The debate opened a disoua- 
sion upon which a great deal might l>e said which has been left unsaid 
and a great deal has been said which ought not to have been said. I shall 
c onfine myself todwo points. In the first place, a number of speakers in 
supporting the rcosolutioii have raised the question as to what sort of 
Second Chamber they are going to have, riifortuuately, however, they 
have not embodied anything like their ideas in the resolution. The reso- 
lution is in favtmr of a Second (^haml>er, pure and simple and I want to 
drawr attention to the fact that a Second ('hamber may be of 
all sorts. In the States of Canada the Second Chambers are all 
nominated. In Australia in many places they are elected paiilyi 
but in other place* they are wholly nominated. That being m, 
a blank cheque is the last thing which this Council should give 
to the Government. The second thing is the anxiety of some of tba 
speakers for checks upem the popular legislature. 1 am witik 

the arguments of the 18th and 19th century philoeophers whom soma 
of my friends have quoted here; but in quoting their obematioasy aVial 
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tli» nNiilt of wliiclk I sImiU my notliiiMr* tli«7 forgot tlutl m tlif Oomcil 
tlifOt it going to bo oontititutod in Bengni ibom will bo on omount of 
initmol obock with whieK I aboil be surpriaed if tbe Conneil wiU bo 
mblo to ooiry on it« bu»ine«i». It ia divided into oo inony gnmpt ond 
rombinotiona of groupa tK«t it will provide any number of rbk^ka and 
tbere will bo no party majority which can W aaaured of carrying from 
time to time any kind of reform, not to apeak of revolutionary reform* 
Having regard to that it ia abaolutely prepoateroua to iiuote the opiuioa 
of thoae who apeak in favour of a bi-<araeral legialaiure aa a check oa 
haaty legislation. Our legislature will be like the car of Juggemut 
atuck in the mire of communal award : it will not move and will never 
move: you will re<)uire a steam engine to pull it through and not a 
brake to pull it up. Much has said about the communal award 
and it baa l>een aaid that that neieesitatea a Second riiamlwr. I 
believe the award to l»c a gnot wrong and that those who are standing 
by it are uftder a great delunion. Hut two wrongs do not make a right. 
Because there has l»een the rotiitnutuil award, those who are afraid of 


the majority which is likely to lu* in this ("ouiicil should not taka a 
jump into the dark like this. 


Ral Bahillllf KE8HAB OHANOilA BANERdI: Mr. President, 
Sir, I record my whole-hearted support to the resolution which lias been 
so ably moved by Mr. S. M. Bose The resfdutiou seeks to provide for 
the establishment in Bengal of an Tpper (''hamber when the new C'ontti* 
tution comes into existence. Arguments have be<*n advanced both ia 
favour of and against the piopf»sal and to my mind Bengal has reason* 
able grounds to usk for a Second Thaiiil>er in view of her diverse jiolitical, 
secular and religi<»us jnterests. The (^p|»er (’ftaiiilM'i will Ije merely 
a balancing liody to pul a clietk up<»n irresponsible legislation as the 
House will eofisist of men of s<ilM»r views, stattisirieii of proverl {loliiical 
sagacity, veterans of <*alm judgment, personages of high MM'ial standing, 
jurista of great experience, publicists of mature thinking and men of 
perMtifiul distiifctioii. t aiuible of guiding its del iWrat ions through proper 
channels untrammelled by communal or sectarian prejudices. Tha 
irgumeuts in favour of an Upjwr House in this Proviioe far outweigh 
thoee against it for the advnntages calciilat<Hl to }»e ciuiferred by it ara 
too pronounced to be disputed. 

I aimply conclude by referring to the remarks which liava boas 
made by my friend on the left. It will p«rha|)s be remembered that 
the Ptovinci^ (Vmstitution sulM’omraittee of the first Round Table Ccili* 
ference recommended a Second <'haitil>er for the provinces of Bengal, 
Bihar and Orisea and the United Provinces only. The reaolution haa 
bean moved at an opportune moment as the question will be decided at 
Iba third Round Table Conference now in session in liondon. 

(The mmber having reached hie iime*iimit reeumed hta eeat!) 
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Mr. a t. tUNitilWAIIflYS I congmialata Mr. 8. M. Bom, hoo^ 
nationalist^ — lor has not Mr. Bose been admitted into tlie bosM of 
nationalism by Mr. J. N. Gtipia — only 1 fear that the nationalista 
outside will repudiate bis claim — for having introduced the resolution^ 
for without it, it is quite possible that the views of that portion of 
Bengal that will count would have been ignored and would possibly 
have remained unknown. Mr. Reid wishes to know what are the views 
of this Council to-day and he will pffasibly abidd by it. But he really 
ought to pay attention not to the views of this Council as at present 
constituted, but to the views of those who wSil have the laigwt 
influence in the Council of the future. To-day I ft^.very happy 
because 1 And that the entire Mussalman group a2 a body is against 
the Upper Chamber. This is the gtxMip that I hope will dominate 
politics in the future constitution, and that being so, it is desirable 
that the wishes of this group should be considered lest the establish* 
ment of an Upper Chamber will lead to a perpetual fight between the 
two bodies. A bi-cameral legislature is a luxur>' and this wretched 
province which is even more bankrupt than Sind when it (omes to be 
separated can scarcely hear the expenditure of an Upper Chamber. 
I have much more to say, but as the sands ar^alH)ut to run out, I shall 
reserve my remarks for a future opportunity, if necessary. 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : 


AYit. 


JMiitill, Mr. S. M. 

■aMrlt, eai aaliasiir Ktilisa Ofumera. 
eata, eaett estiMrs Nats. 

•aim Mr. NartiMira Kimiar. 

•IfSiiiyrs, Mr. N* 

•SM, Mr. t. M. 

•am, Mr. N. N. 

OlwilsrjM, Mr. •. 0. 

OMsm Mr. D. S« 

O ispi r , Mr. 0. Q< 

99 $, Mai •aliatfar Kamiai Kumar. 

•ai^ Mai •aiUHlar latyanara Kaaiar. 
Oatt, Mai Matuulur Or. HariMaa. 

•Mas, Hat >a»i<ar taaaasa Oaaaar. 
•aim, •aOu PrafaMa «aaiar. 

•aHm Mr, P. N. 

OapM^ Mr. j. N. 
usaaa, Mr. •. w. 

Stair, tat MaaWto Sir PrtvaaP caufieM>. 
MIttm, 999 m tarat ooaiHra. 

M ar tia ia n Mr. n. r. 

Mag, MMa tas ut 


Nap, KtuarafiS •. A. 

Nanay. Maharaja Snt Ohaiiara, at Kasiai- 

hatar. 

Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Oraish, Mr. J. I. 

Patra, Mr. a. F. 

Paaaar, Mr. Ananaa Mahan. 

P^aaar, lath Hunuman Praaaa. 

Ray, 999 m Khtttar Maliaa. 

Ray, Maharaja Japaaiah Nath, af OlRR|parw 
Ray Ohaamhury, oahu tatiah Chawirp, 
Raaa, Mr. i. 

Ray. Rahu Narihonaa. 

R y, Pahu Nath. 

Ray| Mr, Semt Kumar. 

Ray. tha Haa*Mt Mr. Rt|ty PrMPtf tlaRh. 
Ray Ohauahurl, pahu Nam ehaaRra. 
Sahana, Rahu utya Ktnhar. 
tiaha, Raja Rahatfur Rhupasulm fliniiM 

Vf RMRiWefnMa 

T haayaaa , Mr. w. N. 

WarRawarNii pw. w, 0. 


NOta. 


AfSai. Na sm h a pi a Khwaia Muh ammas, 
RRaR R ah aiu r , 
m, mtiM nmmm, 

RN, MaeM iyaS Naaahar. 

•RRSh, Maatvi tiiaiii Rahim, 

RShsh, Mmilai iyai Ma|M. 

MR SS r tt » Hr. P, 


Raima, imi sahih Paaahaaea. 

^a am a r i. Rahu^Ki myj ^H Hwa^ ^ ^ 




w&mm. 


MHHit AlMk 
mummkrnt* A. 

AHwnw, Wtmm i Mtm, 
mmm nt. lu r« ii^ iu nnhs, 

f^y* IClIIMf^^lllll^^'glll^l^^ 

Hat, tiMiatl mMrnmmm 

faAataWiii, Maalvi MMOMMii. 
•MMtf. ttaalti AMm. 

•Mlwr. •« iM AM Mm. 

•m ttiiAta, Br. nmmA CAa hAh u 
SA aA, Matilvi AMI HaialA. 
•IrMr, Br. Mr NllratMi. 

Mmimuii, ttAMlvi BaAaiiaai. 

•aAraiMriy, Mr. M. A. 


The Ayw btlni^ 44 aiid the No«»« 46 the motion wa* lout. 


6 p.m. 

Motioii for Adjoiiniiiiiiit. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. We will now toke ap tho 
Adjournment motion of li^r. SyAmaproead Mookerjee, which runs ihtllt*<-« 

*'Thi« Honne do stand adjourned to rooaider a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the situation arising out of th* 
alarming state of health of Srijut Stibhas Chandm llose and SHjut 
J. M. Sen (lupta, now detained u* State priiwmers under Uegulation III 
of 1818, the intensity of the public feeling in the matter being amply 
evidenced from the recent Town Hall meeting.” 



Mr. SYAMAPROiAD MOOKERdEE: I beg to move the motion , 
Sir, which you have just read out. I do not think it will l»e necaaaary 
for me to make a long speech ; neither, Sir, do 1 think that 1 am moving 
a roiolution on which there can Ih* any room for difference of opinion 
amongst members of this House. Sir, it is not my purpose U> refer at 
all to any controversial questions while moving this resolution. It ii 
not my intention to refer Ut the evil effects or otherwise of the civil 
dioobedience movement, nor is it my intention to enter into the circumt* 
tanoea under which iheee two distinguished sons of Bengal were arrested 
by Ooventmetit under Uegulation III of 1818. But 1 shall put my 
resolution entirely on humane (considerations. The fact is admitted 
tbai the state of health of these two gentlemen, who (command the affec* 
tioo and respect of a large section of our countrymen, no matter what 
their politick views are, the present state of health of these two poUtioal 
priionera requires that something should be done either to set ihetn 
ikt libnty or, if that is not possible, to make it feasible for them to go 
to aoifte health resort, where they will he able to regain Ibeir fortner 
health. Sir, 1 do not think I am exaggemting the poaition .arhen I 
eay that the amoua and alarming illneas of these two diatinguiehed ioiia 
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of Btogal if • luittoiiftl concern. It cannot be tbe intention, hovew 
remote it may be, of anybody, to whichever party he may belong, that 
they iihould loee their lives under the present circumstances. So far as 
Srijut Subhas Chandra Bose is concerned, as you are aware he was 
medically examined by one of the doctors approved by himself and 
another, or I think two, nominated by the Government of Madras when 
he was interned over there. The unanimous report of the board of 
medical advisers was to the effect that he was suffering from the foul 
disease of tuberculosis and thej^ rec-ommended tha^he should be imme- 
diately transferred to some sanatorium for the purpose of recouping his 
health, if possible. As a result of this report I suppose he was trans- 
ferred to Bhawali, where he is at present staying. In answer to a ques- 
tion put by an hon’ble member of this House to-day, Government have 
replied that they are aware that by the 15t}i Dec‘eiiiber the sanatorium 
at Bhawali is going to be closed ; but (loveriunent have not yet received 
any information as to what is going to happen to Srijut Subhd^ Chandra 
Bose after that date. Sir, I would appeal to the (jovernment for once 
to look at tin's matter from a broad point of view. I would ask the 
representatives of Government, who will reply to this motion to-day, to 
bear in mind that this is a matter whicdv has (|nised (considerable alarm 
in the mind of every se(‘tion of tlie community and this has Wen amply 
evidenced by the public meeting that was held at the Albert Hall the 
other day. 

6-15 p.m. 

1 am not going, Sir, to refer to the detailed pnueeditigs of that 
meeting, but I should like to refer to one single Henteiice which our 
hon’ble friend Mr. Faxl-ul Hu(| said at that m(*eting. Apjiarently, Sir, 
Mr. Fiusl-ul Huq was moved hy the extent of the feeling which was 
exhibited at the meeting, and he is reported to have said that he wished 
that the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice had been present at the meeting, so that 
the latter would have felt the strength of public' anxiety and indigna- 
tion that was manifest at that meeting. Sir, I think that summarise# 
in a nuUludl the present position, 

1 would ttsk Government to cmrsider another aspect of the quefttion. 
Perha}>s Government will say that they (i.c., Messrs. Bose and Sen 
Gupta) are prisoners under the control of the Government of India, and 
that it is not possible for the Wa^ai (iovernnieni either Ui interfere or 
to make any proposals with regard to their future movement#. May 
be, technically it is true. Bat at the same time the Government of 
India Act is not so rigid as 1(» prevent the l^m^al Government froia 
making any representation to the tWvemment of India to the effact 
tbat in view of the special cinumstances of these two cases, certain 
at#p# »%>uld be taken to secure the preservation of their lives; and it 
it in ordor to ttrengtban the bands of tbe executive that 1 bnve brongbl 
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liii» ittolioii 1 «lioul<i ltk« to GoTommtDt Uiot 

it Imji mot \mn my intention to move tbU motion by v«y of n voi« ^ 
conenim, becnuie, tip till now, eo far oa we tmn tee, Govmrnmeni bn^ 
not refnied to take any etepn to ameliorate the rondiiion of tbeee two 
State prieonera and we need not p&m onr judgment in anticipation. 
All that we nay ii that if you, the reaponatble membem of the Govern* 
mmit of Bengal, would take »tepe in tbe direetion that we are euggoai* 
iag, you will have, if 1 may aay j»o, the unanimous support of the non* 
ofheial membem of tlyn llouae liebind >* 00 . (Hear, hear.) 

Sir, I do not know what Government propane to do, but. m ! have 
■aid, both with regard to Mr. Sen Gupta and Mr. Boee, ihat either 
they should be releaised. or, if it iji iiujMWiKihle to release them at once, 
they might be nent to Mune healtliy (laimtoria. We feel Mr. |tow\ life 
may yet be imved if he in ^ent to Swit*erlaiid. 

As regards Mr. Sen Gupta, we have read in thin morningV |»a|>er» 
that Government have alh^we*! liiiii to walk alwmt within the prm'inoU 
of the Medical (\dlege, of rourne with police guarde. We muftt be 
thankful to Government even for thii% cmiall mercy, but it i»i abundantly 
clear that thin, by itself, hardly wuHicieni. Ah I have «iaid, Sir, ii ie 
not my intention to ottaA Government i»ii ihid iddue at all; neither tt 
ii my intention to make a long jtpHM-h thid evening. I think 1 have 
aaid enough to make Government imune and ponder over Uiin t|ueiitioii 
and 1 venture to expre^d the hope that something definite will Ite done 
by them before H id tfH> lute. 


Maulvi ABUL KASEM: 1 ride to add my Inimbh' voice (»f eiipjiort 
to the motion that han l»een moved bv my friend, Mr. Syamapiouad 
Mookerjeeand I only regret that an ocf union ban ariwii for nnch a motion 
in this House. I uiidemtand, Sir, that the fJovernnieiit have not 
refudiHl to consider the qiieHtion. but they are nloar to come io a dwision. 
This hailing txdicy and hesitati«»n have forced Mr. Syaitmprouad 
Mookerjee to coiiie to thin House u'ith this motion for adjournment. 
I can only add tliat in the interest not only of theiw* tw«i gentlemen, but 
al«o of Government themselvcH, steps Hhould be immediately taken to 
•ee that they are restored to health. Sir, 1 «*anfiot tindeidtaod how 
Ckiverameiit are going to take theiiiscdves the renpotinibiiity for 

the health, and, I must adil. danger to life of these two genUameft. 
My propciual would W, in the first place, to release them from uurveil- 
lauce or from the priuon. I uay # 0 , Sir, IwNwwue whatever might have 
been the reeacmu, and. I believe, there were giKnl reaeotts, no far aa 
Qovemmeut are concerned, to put them under Hegulalion IH of I8IH, 
bttlf in the prevent state of their health, 1 do not think ihoae reaiona 
sliU eEist. ^ But if that iu not poeuible, as my friend* have uaid, why 
not let them cbooee their own pkute of reuidette# and be irei|fed by 
fbyilelafta of Uudr own choice, ao that Government might l>e relieved 
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of Ibe responaibility both for tbeir lives and for ikeir bealilif It 
necessary, Sir, I ho]^ GovemiDent would consent to keep tbem nnd^ 
observance or surveillance in any couniry in the world where they may 
be willing to go. 

"With these words, Sir, I appeal to the Treasury Benches either to 
release them or to make proper arrangements for their treatment. 

Mr. A. K. FAIL-UL HUQ: Sir, after the speech that has been 
delivered by my friend, Mr. Syeniaprosad Mookerjee, and the elaborate 
and lucid manner in which he has stated the case vErhich, I believe, we 
all have at heart, it is hardly necessary for me to make any speech. 
But I rise, Sir, to emphasise one point which, I am sure, must have 
been noticed by the official members of this Council. It is very seldom^ 
Sir, that we, the uon*oflicial Indian members, combine in a unapinttlns 
manner on any point at issue. At the present moment, I feel absolutely 
certain that if the vote of the Council is taken, tliere will not be a single 
dissentient Indian member, and if unanimity of opinion means any* 
thing, I l)elieve, Sir, a case has been made out for the Ix)ca! Govern- 
ment as well as for the Government of India ^ reconsider their attitude 
towards these two gentlemen who are, at the present moment, 
admittedly in a very dangerous state of health. The two requests that 
have been made are of such a modest character and are so entirely 
dissociated from political considerations that I hardly believe that eveA 
Government, with all their dilatoriness, would find it difficult to coiffif 
to a decision. The deiusioti must be come to at once, otherwise it may 
be too late, too late to be writ large, like many other decisions, on 
Government. I^et us hope, Sir, that in this |>articular instance, after 
the demonstration that I saw at the Albert Hall meeting, and after the 
unanimous opinion that is being expressed this evening in this House, 
Government will take immediate steps to al>solve themselves of all 
responsibility so far as the health of these ta’o gentlemen is concerned. 
I whole-heartedly 8uppt)rt the suggestion contained in this adjournment 
motion. 

Maulvl ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (The member spoke in Bengali 
in support of the motion.) 

BMAl dATINDRA NATH DABUl Mr. Prestdetii, Sir, th«re is one 
aspect of the question that has been brought to the notice of the liouae 
very clearly by my friend Mr. Syamaproead Mookerjee, smd which 
certainly requiiiss careful scrutiny. These two gentlemen are nndtr 
detention: there is no denying this fact. They are not convicts; 
neither are they accused persona under trial for a criminal oBeime; but 
all th% same they have been detained without trial, undm^ certain 
eKtiaordiinary powers in the alleged interests of the Btate. But to tfm 
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fiMVtl l^blie tli« ohiUtiiii Wktii^ toeh telioii ^ not tpptil 
•• Ui^ not bien incarcemtM] under lb# oi*diitnr3r kw of Ilit liii^« 
Orwr ond above tbie, it i» oommoti kiiowle<i|i^ that tbey ara aartoind^ 
ill. If they were in a poeition to have additional facilkiee for obtain* 
ing expert medical advi4^ and treatment, if they eould be allowed to 
have a change of elimale and Kurroundinge in order to regain their 
health, that would have lieen something at leaet. I submit. Sir, that 
each detention will arreutuate the puhlir discontent in the country— 
eepecially so, as the persons detaitifni are seriously ill. Every one who 
it not a convict has a moral right to decide for himself as to the boat 
method according to which he should l>e treated: and 1 trust, Sir, that 
Oovernm^nt will m»t fail to grant them all facilities for availing 
themselves of ineanH for restoring them to health. Uoveniinent should 
in any event see that the live?* of the detained fiersons are not plat'ed in 
detention in itself reacts on the health of the detenu, and 
this should lie kept in mind in the caw of persons <ietained without a 
charge against them and without trial. 

In the jwrtif ular mses umler diw ussion the seriousness of the 
maladies is not calletl into <iueH(ion. What has Wn urged !>efore this 
House is that they 4ioulfl 1 h» plm ed in u (losition to have the usual 
facilities for treatment to which they are rightfully entitled. 

Sir, shortly after Heguhititm II! »»f IMItS was promulgated, one of 
the first individuuK who was dt^lt with under its provisions was an 

f nglishmau. So far as 1 ran recollect. Ins name was Mr. Silk 
uckingham who im urreil the dispirasure of the then (lovernor-Cleneral, 
the Marquess of Hostings. How was he dralt with?* He was sent out 
of Indio prolialdv at the coinjainv V expense to his own country, where 
he could move about freely without any restriction. But lcK»k at the 
picture here at the pres«*nt moment. The detained peisfms are kept in 
jail like prisoners without any freedom. I would coil your ottention to 
the difference. 

640 p.m. 

I would urge Government to consider how the public took at the 
situation. Here are twd prominent men, who have not Ireeti Mccujuid of 
any cllmtiial offence. They have not Wn convicted. They are not 
undertrial. But they are suffering from serious ailments. Govern* 
ment should see that they have such faidlities as a free man could have 
availed himsidf of for his medical treatment and for the imprvivement 
ol his health. 

ICiMtr SHIB tMIKHAIIffiWAfl RAVt The quoition haa be^ 
vary aldy dealt with by the mover of the motioii and there k very 
Iklle Mi for anw to add to what has already been said on the matter* 
I ehould* however, like to potet out to the Oovmmeiit as the preeUeet 



m ADJOURNMENT MOTION. [»m Mm., 

of a recent public meeting held in Calcutta in this connection that ^ 
public feeling is very strong over the vague and halting attitude of the 
Government with regard to the nature of medical treatment of these 
two eminent political prisoners, especially when their lives are known 
to be in danger. If the Government has any respect for public opinion, 
it should lose no time in taking prompt and proper measures for the 
safety of these two valuable lives. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: 1 am at some dSiadvantage when this 
resolution is put before us and we arc asked to vote for it. It seems to 
us that if sufBcient evidence was given to Government and Government 
found that these two gentlemen were so ill that they ought to be let 
out, Government should and would let them out. But it seems to me 
extraordinary that the legislature should be asked to give a decision 
on what is a point of medical fact without any evidence being placed 
before it. It would be reasonable for us to request Government to 
deedde upon the medical evidence. The mover asks us to vote on this 
question of fact and 1 feel that this is outside the scope of a legislative 
body. May I ask the Government if they will let us know whether 
they have had sufKcient inquiries made and whether they have satisfied 
themselves whether these tw’o gentlemen are really seriously ill or notP 

Mr. G. P. HOGG: It was w'ith considerable relief that I heard 
Mr. Mookerjee say that he has no intention of introducing coniroversiai 
matters into this debate. He would not mention either the reason for 
which these* two gentlemen were placed under detention nor would he 
discuss the question of their release. Now it is a matter of common 
knowledge that the health of these two State prisoners has been the 
cause of some anxiety in rec'ent months, not only to Government but to 
their friends. I ean only remind the House that doctors of eminent 
standing were sent from Calcutta to Madras to examine Mr. Subhas 
Chandra Bose and he was then sent to a sanatorium which tP was 
believed would be a very suitable place for his c^ondition. Recently, 
further reports have been received which iiidicmte that a fresh 
examination should be made. Now, Sir, it would hardly be right or 
proper to state in this House the precise character of medical reports 
on an individual. I would suggest indeed that it would be altogether 
improper, and I will therefore ask the House to accept this assurance 
that the Government are aware of the pre<’ise condition of both these 
gentlemen. 

Mr. NARINOIIA KUMAII lAiUl Is their condition seriousP 

MMk Q. P« HOQGl 1 shall come to that in a moment. With rag^ 
to Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose there has been ameagal the m edie u! 
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•dviMV* i difmnee of i^ttnkm imd ti hm jotl boon dodiM o 
iMMrd will nmi to exmmint him in tb« immodinto fuinro and ilml 
hoard will contain two cminont doctorn from Calcotta and two doj^toia 
from tha Unitod Provinccu. Until Go%*cmment r«cni\w tha ra|KMri ol 
ihia board and the Oovemment of India have had time to conaider iho 
repmrt of that board it mould not W poaaible to decide where Mr. Boon 
•hoiild be eent. But 1 think 1 can aafely atMture the Moum^ that lha 
place of ht» detention will fwdected in aiTurdance with the metlical 
requiremenU of theWituation. 

With reg-ard to Mr. J. M. Sen (Inpta, tlovernment, 1 think, took all 
the ifiepA }K>tutible to meet hiit ftif«e. When he came out from Home 
and wax placed under detention — I think in January: last — he was sent to 
Darjeeling. It was discovered that that plaice was hardly suitable for 
him and within seven days he was removed to the plniitS'-dalpaiguri. 
Thereafter on mfMli< al advice he was brought dowm to ('alcutta and ha 
is now' under the tn‘atment of some melbknown dex'tors in the Medical 
College Hospital. He is, I Ixdieve, making progress there and I have 
good authority for stating that his condition has improved and he it 
now’ aide to take exerci|p outside. 

With regard to the future, I ne*Hl hardly say that it must naturally 
be a matter of great concern t(» the (toverninent of Bengal and also to 
the Government of India that the health of State pristmers should 1 ms 
• afeguardtHl in ever\ {Miesible way and I c an only assure the House that 
ever)* possible step is l>eing taken to se<‘ure the very Wst medical advice 
and to ait u|K>ti it wherever it is |H>ssihle to do so. 

The immediate decision we want with regard to Mr. Bose will ha 
the seltHtiou of a siinitunuiu where he may go after the Bhawali 
Sanatorium is tlosed <hi the loth of IWeinlier*. That subject is at 
preaent receiving the attention of the Government of India and a 
decision will be made pndmbly as mkiii as the me<lical Isiard has given 
an ^opinion. 

With regard to Mr. Sen Gupta, we hope and trust that his health 
will impfiive in the immediate future. When and where he will be 
•ant after his discharge from the Meilical (Allege Hospital has, as far as 
I know, not yet been decided. But it has always l»een the practice of 
Government in the past and will lie the prai tice in future to take into 
account every medical consideration in deciding what should l>e done 
regarding the custody of State prisoners. 


Mn J. N« CUPTAS May 1 have an assurance that the steps whkh 
Government propose to take will be taken as quickly as potisiblel' If 
the two gentkmefi who seem to be suffering from pretty sertous ittnoMi 
am found by the board to reqnire a change, may I hope that amffltempi 
win be made to avoid tba uaual dalay wbkb takui place at pmamii ia 
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•endiag papers from one GoTemment to another, »o that a deciaiim may 
he arrived at before the cases really take a aerions turn? This is a 
matter which is really very urgent and I hope Government will take 
prompt steps in the direction desired. 


Mr* !!• Na REIDs In answering Mr. J. N. Gupta's remarks I can 
only say that these persons are in the hands of doctors and are having 
constant attention every day. I do not think that their cases are so 
desperately urgent as he seems to indicate. I rfha sure that if they 
were so, in any case the Ooveniment of India, either in consultation 
with the Government of llengal or by themselv^8 will take active and 
immediate steps whenever those are necessary. Mr. Mookerjee touched 
on the point that these two gentlemen are prisoners of the Government 
of India; that is perfectly true but that does not mean that this 
Government are indifferent, as so many in this Council seem, to think. 
They are quite alive to their responsibility as regards both of these 
prisoners, Wnuse lioth of them belong to this provinc^e. Anyhow 1 
may say that this fact that this discussion has tak^n place will be 
reported to the Government of India, and apart from that I would 
assure the House, as Mr. Hogg has already d(hie, that Government are 
not indifferent to the condition of these two prisoners and every* step 
has been taken and the best advice has l>een obtained throughout the 
course of their detention. Hnder these circumstances perhaps the 
mover of the motion will feel disposad to withdraw it. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY; 1 can say that the state* 
ments made by Mr. Hogg and Mr. Reid will 1 m* rweived with great 
disappointment not only in this House but throughout the country. We 
expected that in response* to the public feeling Government will welcome 
this opportunity to sanction the release of two of our l>eloved leaders, 
but on one point (he Government spokesmen are clear that they are not 
to be released but detained. That will be an unwelcome piece of nfws 
to all. We are now more or less helpless in the matter although the 
laadera enjoy gfwat popularity in the country ; their illness is a conoem 
of every household in the pn>vincc. We feel that we can do very little 
at this moment. But we can at least represent in this House the 
feeling of the country and I think we are entitled in spite of what 
Mr. Thompson thinks that it is not the duty of the legislature to deal 
with such matters. With these words I make a final appeal to Govern* 
meni to reconsider their position and not to keep these two great 
leaders, at least in their present condition of health, separated from 
ihe bosom of their family. 


TImIImI’Mo mr PROVAtN ONUNOIR MITTlRt Sir, I am not 
in i^aife of this portfolio. I am told by those who axe dealing witih 
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tkii rMlution in the abaence of the Hon'ble Meiiilier ihal there it oee 
aspect cl the queetion which should he taken into conalderation by the 
House and that is this, that the Government of Bengal, owing to the 
shortneea of time, could not consult the Government of India in the 
matter. Therefore nothing more definite than what has been said by 
Mr. Hogg oan be done. I hope the mover will take this into considera- 
tion and refrain from pressing his motion. 

The motion was 4hen put and agrtHNl to. 


Atfjovmmint 

The Ceunoil was then adjourned till d p.m.. on Monday, the ^th 
Xovember, 1032, at the Counc il House, Calcutta. 


a O. PeMw-itii4S-eji»i A--ISOS 
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risea W a poini of order, he meat he 
ahie to point out some iimlgvilaritiaa 
in the debete and not uij& the 
occasion for mAkii|g a genatll state- 
wMt in the Bouise: 184. 
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PnMmU Mr* llili Sir |l»i- 

Mfttiii MatH my CfMfiHt HI., M 
nantmn^ 

Alkmiog »n Hon'hl* li<»mbpr of Gtitom- 
moat to moko * itoteiuvni iuiii oftor 
the introtiuction of » pnvow tiu^m* Jf 
b«'r’# bill ’“thouiih Iw i* nut o}tpo»ifi)j; 
tho intTtMlui'iion. »o tlmt it Tiut^ht b«t 
hwliiful to all ]iarli«K . IH7. 

Alkiiiiiug KImn Hiihftiiiir VaiiIvI Aminul 
Hjiquip to nM)v»*. with ih** 
of lh«^ Houm\ thttt In'* N^olm Wiilof* 
way* Hill, IW. 1*»« iiniiUunl for 
piihltc o{Hiiioii, ill }>n*f<>rviioe k» hi* 
irnHhin on (ho onlor that it 

W roferml to n Solen t (V»ni(tiitt4Mii, 
and thu* igiK|M'ru{tng Hfttton .VJA of 
tho Knlow: 11*0. \ 


t (g.> IhO»H!, 182 . 


lliQr, mm KiMtiir'"iNliair/>^*; 

Amandmant bf llio fb^ngai IVoawdy JkMr ; 

aim.) m-m. “ * • 

fliU 

Bengal Mala Banitatioa/IM; Htf* 
ll.'l 

IVngul Moinxi lofuler*, lOH l*A4Wii, ( 

h 

Ray, Kumar tiiiR MiaitKmtiiW f / 

Adjoitrntiieni tmiiiott ragaHlBlg til* 
hmlth uf Kn|«y SolthaN Ghandra 
Bone and J. M, Hk’w (lUpta. 2*17;!5tH8. ' 

Ray, Maiiarala dagaRlili , tf 

OlfialiMr 

lUahfiatMm of road and puUia wofka 
4'4^»«% of roiit-fmai lamji: 

27410, dl, i:i 


Rrafaaaor Rajoy Knilwia ■Kattaaliaflaa 

Diii»ion n priMiner in tho lilaiii I him 
.Sfierial Jail. <(J ^ 

furl Ladfam Hauat (A m awRmant) sm, 
ItM 

(>W under 


Ray, Mr. Shantl i»iaiiliafia«ir 

.tdpMiniiiieiit mot ton mgardtng ill* 
luHilth of Hrijut* Huldiaa ciiandra 
Bow and J M. ta Gnpta t 240. 

Amaiganiafinit of Malda dmtriri with 
am other dmtrn ( <Q i 2) 

Blit- 


Quaaam, Mautai AMR 

Kilt, Boogal Monar londart*. 


Bengai Mida Haimaiton, ll»fl2 
lIBIId. 

Bengal MoneV'laudera. IR'l 


R at i a a m , Mr. a* 

Bill, ('alrtitia Munirt|j«l ( Ampndigiwit). 
(Uuiir to ia(rf>du<*l IhTi, 


Bill, (JbkatMa Mumeipal (Amandmani), 
Wfl- 

(Clonaidaratton mom! hy) 78 . 

f Motion to Raaa^ Mo*nd ky). 78 . 
DovaiopaMOt of Aak indoatry: (Koa.) 
4A4d. 

Rankaation of ftiad^afid |MMa mrki 
o«>*Mwi of f*ii|.dnMi bmla; (Ban.) 35, 

aa. 


m». 


Amaiidimmt of tho Bangal Unancy i«i; 
(Raa.) e^n, 

Bpimr dmaibar: |gig*liO. 


Btmgal IHildir fianirity, ISkty (imitton 
lo Blf*440. 


Fomalo t^.iiTit'tn ami Andaman* IVnal 
S.*ithniH-M| (H, 4.) 2U. 

(Irani to thR llaJda Dtairiri Board 
from tho motor vcdiioliMi la.« ; {urte 
poaed hy Govomniani ((^, and H. 
Q) 76, 77. 

Nombor of Boogiah prioonom traaa*, 
portod to tho Andiuaanai (<2. and 
a Q.) 35. 

IVoooaa-fanow ' (B. Qj IHI, 

TarroriM aMvnoMMtt and hooao afiairhiai 
la ChJooUo and otbor ioarno in 
Bai^toti (Q. and a Q.) 17, 15. 
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Rm, Mr. Smi Kimut 


Tiii 

nm, Mr. R. M. 

Adjooriuncmi^ motioii tbd 

iMNilth of Srijuii dii1»l«ur^€li&lMra 
Bom *nd J. H. Ben Gvpta: 240. 

Bill, Bengal Public Security, 1932: 
108-171. 

Bmu^ebaii* l>andhol<iera' Aisociation : 

173. 

Chatuber: 209-211. 

RttetaittirR' 

AuiendmiMit of tho Bengal Tenancy 
Act; 30.74. 

Development of fiah induatty : 44-50. 

Realiaation of road and public workn 
OMiiea of rent-free landt: 26-43. 

Rt t mt ehm ent ComniittM't Report t 

(g.) 20 - 21 . 

Roy, tfie Hofi'ble Mr. Bijoy frated Singh 

BilU 

Hetigal Mela Banitation, 1932 : 
10(bl07. 


Development of fiah indostiy: .(Ree.i 
iM5, 50. 

RealUation of road and public worb 
ceaaes of rent-free landa: (Res.) 
32-33. 

R«y CheuMitifi, Bebu Hem Chandra 

Female convicts and tlie Andanume 
Penal Se|tl6roent. (S. Q.) 18-19. 

Bahana, Babu Satyi Kinfcar 

Supply of electrical (lower in thO town 
of Bankuta: (Q.) 10. 

Upper Chamber: (Ke».) 226-227. 

Ban, Rai Bahib AbRMy Kumar 

Karidpur lU^ay Station : (Q) 22. 

Ben Qupta, Dr. Nareth Chandra 

Bill- 

Ih'tigal .Money-leiKlers, 193-— ; 1X1-92. 

Ikmgll Public Security. 1932: 142- 

Uo, 171. 

Ottawa Oonfenwu‘ 1 ' and tl»e economic 
IHuHpects of Bengal, (g ) 21. 

Uppt*r Chamber 2;X)-2;il 


OaUuita Municipal (Amendment), 

1931; 81-82. 

Calcutta Municiiml (Amendment), 

1931 : (Report of the Select C^im- 
mittee on — preeented by) : 77. 
Cialcutta Municipal (Amendment), 

1932: m-125. 

('hiitagong Arakan Hoad: 76. 

Grant to the MtHdp |)ittnct Board from 
Motor VehicMe Tax: 76, 77. 

Withdrawal From the Myniensioil^ Die- 
tnct Board of the right of electing 
tlieir own chairman: 75. 

Rfy«, Mr. iarat Rimar 

Amendment of the BiiiBpd Twanny Adt: 
(Ke«.) aS-SS. 

Vh- ' 

BmvU H 4 « Suitatlali, IMS: 107 - 

lo^JMhue. 

Bengal TiManla* PraaraUas Iran 

Uaaaiy, IRMt llSm 


Shah, Mauhri Abdul Hamid 

Adjournment motion regarding health 
of BrijuU SuhluiH Chandra Bone and 
J. M. Sen Gupta: 286. 

'PrxaWs-aerverfr (Q ) 18®- * 

^ PVoi'OSa-aervers* accommodation: (g.) 

^ Bealiaatiop of fobd and public works 
of rent'-free lands: (Rea.) 88. 


Upper Chamber t (Rea.) 2(H-205. 

Bpaolnl iatff 

Vnutora to: (Q.) 176-177. 


Motioaa for nnsiiidmeiii of the: 77. 


Sanatoritun trhora— wiB i* placed allir 
tim eloaa of tho Bbawali SanaloriiiBi 
la DmamlMr MBS: <Q.) ISS. 
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Mr. H. S. 

Vpi^f OuunbM^: m. 

•iMtfifttM ilfiMwMtn* AiMelitiiiit 

(Q.) 177-178. 

TMVWMt MPVMRMUt MMI IIMHMI MWMMI. 
In OMoiitti ifMl nttitr in tiniafi 

«J > 17. IS- * 

T tm nptJn, Mr* W. H. 

A<l;udVntiitH)l nuktuui n*g»rUinK the 
hwltl) of Srt)uu (1h«ndni 

Bo*o iiml .1. M. 8(pt» Gu|>t« 238. 

Kill. llVUf. !4^>> 

U(J. ' 

I’pHor (l^fimber* (II*** * 

UpfMr C Ha m b tr ^ 

(Hp«eiai mottofi 


wmm^ Mr. Hi It 

for Hio 

. Cr«4tt*t« of tiitt PrcttldAiMyr 

Colli^: lA, 16. 

WMMMt tHi Mr. i, A. 

Karidpur lUiltri^v Bloti«ai| 

^ Munliiigo Bridget rlTtl. , “ 

Miihumuiiidoti Koliil»y»i .“iTlltl^U. ^ 
Otiowa nod 'tKv 

of lUoigiU.* ^ * 

Brr>M«nt4iMtHi of iho I4i|ia>r^ Of ibo 
BotriMK'hinoni Cownnttw mid iho 
npprostniAto iAVUtgn njuximno'tidod 
hv tioiia; 21^21. 

Shiftmji of Goaluodo UKui 1 78, 

Sii|>}dv *♦! oWdVk'ikl |Hm«r in Hmikuro: 
16. 17. 

WomMMTth, Mr. W. 0. 

rppi’r ('iiwmWr <lU'».i 2Il‘21'f 











